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A NEW LOCK AT~ARCHAEOIQGY PAGE }

Durirg Woirld War II, mary aexrisl photugrepis were made of the Po
Valley in nmorthern Italy for military purposes. On some of thesse, ftaken
in the early rpring, there were <ome curious reﬁizngular patterns, which
covered large arcas of the lowlanis near the moath of the Po River, It
was at first thoucht that these might have military signil’'cance as
underground storage facilltiec. It soon preoved, howevecr, that this was
not the casze lMany months later, when inuves:igators arrived at the £cens,
no trace of the patierns could be feund at alls The pursle remained un-
solved uvatil the exd of *“he war, when an archzeologict saw some of the
old photograpks:; He specvulated that the rectangular patteras might De
the outlires of houses locng since weatnsred awar, bubt leaving a trace of
their presence in the soil which affscted ths eariy spring growsh of the
grasg in the are=,
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PUEBLH TRAGEDY Page 2

The latest lssue of the National Geographic magazine tells a poignant
story of the tragedy »f the pueblos. We do not refer to the circumstances
whieh drove the pueblo huilders from their homes, but rather te the destruc~
tion and expleitation of the pueblo ruins whieh cost us so much in data ef
the past. TFor many ysars after the discovery of these ruins, pet-hunters
dug for saladle relics without preserving a single scrap of the valuable
record which they represented. The story ig told of a banker who hired or
"grubstaked" pot-hunters t4 recover relies that could be sold. The amount
ef destruction was enormous. It is ane of the saddest pages in all
archaeelogieal history. ILet us each one resolve to prevent that happening
today. File site reports so that stepe may be taken to protect valuable
archaeolegical sites frem the pot-hunter and random collector.

A NEW NOTE ON THE MEDICINE WHEEL

Elsa Spear Byron recently sent us a copy of a newspaper clipping from
the SHBRIDAN ENTERFRISE of January 2%, 1886, The copy, as submitted, is
reproduced belowa

"A nephew of ald Chief Black Hawk led his warriors west in 1843~~
erossed the Big Horns between Cloud Peak and High Sky (Bald Mountain)e
Pitched their camp above Stinking Water Canyan (Shoshone)s, Here the Great
§pirit gave them an abundance of game, and accerding to Indian traditions
it was summer all the year around with no snow--(1844), In 1845 Crow
Chief Creepr (Gall and coucil bullt an altar on High Sky-—placed the hloedy
hatehet thersor—-hegver to be buried any more----This same summer Creep
Gall built a Medieine House upon Medicine Mountain,!

The date agrees pretty well with the findings of the Society in its
investigation of the Vheel, The Medicine House may be the small heuse
referred to in the Stockwell map held by the Forest Service.

Don Grey ehecked the winter of no snow against the tree-ring record
used in dating the Wheel. He felt that if there had been a light winter,
the spring growth of the trees should have been light due to lack of ground
moistures The record shews a small growth ring in 1843, but not 1844,

The ring is not so small as to be unusual, but is small compared to those
for several years on either side. Mo conclusion could be reached from the
information at hand.

DR, LEAKEY'S OID MAN

Dr. Louis B4+ Legkey, British anthropologist, has unearthed what may
be the oldest "unquestionable man" found to date. The find was made in
Northern Tanganyika, southwest of Lake Victoria, The area has long been
noted for its abundant fossils of early man and his relatives. Dre. Leakey's
find has been dated at over 600,000 years old by radio-potassium methods.
The fossil was some 300 feet below ground level in the wall of a deep
gulley. nearly all the skull and a shinbone have been recovered, Several
stone artifacts, and some small snimal bones were found with the human
bones, indicating that the man might have been "at home" when he died. The
bones are believed to be those of a youth of about 18 years, and a real
low—brow,




REPORTS FROM THE NEAR EAST Page 3

As fleld crews return frem their werk in the Near East, news releasges
are beginning to tell the story of their finds. )

sr, Nelson Glueck, of Hebrew Unian College, noted arechaeologisgt of
the near Biblical lands, reperts finding an east west highway linking the
Mediterranean Sea with the King's Highway. The latter is mentdioned in the
Bible several times, and is a main northegeuth route from the Bead Sea to
the Gulf of Aqebas. Pottery and artifacts have dated the use of the ersss
routes Drs Glueck has been greatly interested in following the route of
the Exodus, and has outlined nearly all its major pathways.

The University of Pemnnsylvania graup this summer was digging at
Gibeen, and spent much ef their time in an aneclent winery. Unfortunately,
the establishment has been out ef business for some 2600 yearse Dr, Pritchard,
who keaded the expedition explained that the storage cellers were stone lined
pite inthe ground, with a small slab-devered apening in the top through whieh
the ten-gallon pottery vessels could be lowered fer storage. With the 1id
in place, the cellers stay at 65 degrees, the same temperature used for
wine storage by modern French mamufacturerse The cellars have a total
ecapacity of 30,000 gallonse The wine industry was destreyed by Nebuehadnezzar
about 800 B,B. Some of the cellers were later used as cisterns, and gtill
later as Roman tombs for ashes of the dead.

PREPARA TIONS FOR PIAINS CONFERENCE GOING FORWARD

Speeches and reports, along with maps and drawings, artifact displays
and photographs are being readied for the trip to Lincoln for the annual
Plains Oonference on Archasology. The Wyoming Archasalogical Seciety will
present papers on the JO 301 and JO 203 sites this fall,

It 1s customary to duplicate copies af the adresses to give te these
attending, and this year enough extra copies will be made so that the
Seciety members will each receive copies.

COLORADO SOCIETY PROPOSES MERGER

Dry Omer C. Stewart, Executive Secretary of the Colerado Archaselegical
Seeiety, in a le¥ter to Glenn Sweem said that the Colerado crganizatisn
haed diseussed the possibility of merging with Wyoming society and publishing
a Jjoint periodicals The opinion of the Wyaming organization was sought,

The matter was placed before the general membershin of the Sheridan
¢hapter for discussion. Opinion was divided, but a large majority veted
against the merger.

The Wyoming Society owes a great deal to the Colorado organization
for its help and encouragement during its formative timess Thelr effer ig
favtering and appreciated, but it was felt that aside from financial
eongiderations of a larger joint membership, there was nothing to %e gained
Prom the merging of %two societiee. The financial consideration would be
lopsided, inasmuch as the Colorado organization has almost twice the member-
ship of the VWyoming society.

The Wyoming organization uses some of its funds for field operations,
and it would be unfair to ask the Colorado Society to finance Wyoming digs.




PR. AGOGINO LOCATES EA RLY MAN SITE Powk o

Dr. Agogino writes that he had recently located a large Barly Man
site in southeastern Wyoming. Agate Basin and Scottsbluff pnints are
prresent in numbers,

A recent news pheto shewed Dr. Agogins, and member Eugene Gallsway,
with the skull of an extinct biscn found near this site. The slte seems
to ®e an important one, and Dr. Agoginm hopes to dig it this summer. _

Dr. Agogine invited members of the Archaeological Soeciety to take
part in the dig, axd individual members may Wish to do sms. At the last :
regular meeting, it was voted that the official field work ofthe summer
weuld be an extensien of the work started s» successfully last summer at
the Middle Fork of Powder River.

DR. VORMINGTON HUNTS EARLY MAN IN SIBERIA

The journal SOUTHWESTEEN LORE, published by the Colerade Archaesle
giegl Society, states that Dr. Wormington made a trip to Russia this summer
for the purpose of finding, if pessible, some traces of Sandia, Folsnm, or
other culture that might link up with North America, and thereby provide
clues to the time of migration of man into America., The results of the
trip were negative, indicating perhaps that man migrated here earlier than
is at present expected, or that perhaps a great deal more work needs to
be done on both sides of the Bering Straits in order to clarify the picture.

A YNEW-WORLD FLAKING TECHNIQ UE

81ld World archaeclogists often classify flaking techniques by the
type site at which they are found, Among the most distinctive types are
the Clactonian, and the Levalloisian. The former is the older, and
is typified by the percussion flaked bifaces found at Clacton-dy-the-Sea.
The flaking is done without special preparation of the core, and without
a prepared striking rlatform. The Levalloisian technigue, on the other
hand is a very advanced form, and utilizes a core which is thoroughly
prepared over its surface and edges. A striking platform is carefully
prepared, and a large flake struek off which is surfaced on one side., The
edges are very sharp, and the tool is a finished blade. It may be reshapsd
to make projectile points.

A flaking ¥echnique which was named before either of these and whieh
originated in the mnew world, is the Teshoa flaking processs Thls consists
in striking a plano-eonvex flake from the surface of a stream-rounded rock
af suitable material. Resulw¥ng flakes are round or oval in outline, and
have very sharp edgess They are suitable for use as blades or serapers
without further work. Consideradle skill is neeessary to produce the flakes
with good outline and flat imnner face. The teshnique certainly merits a
name of its #wn, and it has one. The name comes from the Shoshoni, and
was bestowed by Dr., Jcseph Leidy in 1873, long “efore w%he words Clactonian
or Levallcisian came into exigtence in archaeology,

The above information is based on an article by E. B« Renaud, past
president of the Colorado Archaeological Society and former professor of
archaeology at the University of Denver, The article appeared in the
September, 1959, issue of Scuthwestern Lore.

o I i 1 e Sl i<

ey




MISCELLANY Page 5

Professor Jackson >f the otany dcpartment at Sheridan College is
going to do some germination studies on the wila rye grass seeds collested
by Don Grey at the gummer's dig. The rye grass seems to grew well near
the siten, and a knowledge of the growing conditicns cf the grass may
lead to some information as to whether the rye is present at these
habitation siter because of seedinz by a foraging people, or because of
an urusual soil cordition due %o fizes, crganic debris, ete.

Don Grey reptrbts thot, due to the probtlems of moving into the new
college and getiing classes organlzed, Tery little progre*s has besn made
on the carion daiing projsct lately. IHe also reperis that work will
resume very soon, We'rs getting impabient, I)rre Some ~f these dates
are mighty interesting. Those from Zhin summer's wolk may prove very
enlightening.

NVER THE CAMPFIEE

Everytody wno can meke it is Insited %c Tincoln for the Flains
Conference for Archzeol-gzy. It will be a vory enjcoyable aession, and a
great deal can be learncd in & shor® btlxz. It . sarts Thanzsgiving day,
and runs through Saturday.

The committee For gcle- . iny, “c2zs for 4le Sc.iesy library is
making some prcgress, a.though the ditcilzcul*ies in getting together
are rather large., They scon hepe o cwder some of the more important
works in the field,

The Casper chapter has prom
chapter so %hat our nevs wlll nct
We are anxious to get a ropor® on i
because we knuw tnab the- hzv To
and have had some intercst’ng Iflcis

The vime is n:ws o0 8
work. ULast year's joinbt cperation
and it is hoped the’ ws can oo tail
is needed is a firmer ﬁd:“ 38 how ﬁ"nJ seoprie will te ot the ¢ite and for
how long, If i very &ifflechd %o plen bn tpevatlod wrien trere is no
gcod idea ol the numusey pooSis LA e2r be counted on, Let's all
start plamning for a July -pesstion, end tuy fo errangs %o pe there for
a pre-deternined numbes ¢ days, sven i Tint iz only ones If a definite
Ty oywormed v well in edvoncs, ve can guarantee that

.0 ﬁeleab a news reporter for that
lczal to the Sheridan group.

ththleS cf the Caspsr grcup,

=“1P1?f A% “uoc interesting sites

rlonnins nerd pummer’s field
a~irad o lisuie in perscnnel handling,
this sumcor.  The main thing that

personnel acheduvle con .3

training sessions, briefing sescicng, wal cempfire gunmaries will not

break down =s they did lest summers, Ploase De ilndinking atout it and
; ,

planying duwwring yove tegolay wihiber &d (ot

How aboub spernding vcuie oy U.zgo ioag uinter everlings working on some
dioramas and diﬂplaysg They nclze _or oui publicity, and gocd museum
materials. & gocd diloxgra Lo o2 Lov and work, %o make, and is a
real asset to a progran, or for purlicii, vz, such as promoting programs
or MUSEeUms.
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