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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Happy Mother’s Day to one and all! Of course, I want you all to know that I realize this can be a day of great praise and joy, just as much as I realize that it can be a day of great sorrow and grief. I know that your roles in life may have changed a time or two, and some for the good, and unfortunately some for the bad. However, let us find that true joy and let us rejoice in any and all of the roles that you have ever played or served in as Mothers, Step-Mothers, Mother In-Laws, Grandmothers, Great Grandmothers, Pet Mothers, and Aunts. It takes a really special person with an amazing heart to affect and change people’s lives, and allow their own lives to be changed too. I thank each and every one of you out there in the pews and on the conference call for doing so. Just remember, without you, without your presence, without your love, and without your guidance things would not be the way they are. So, I invite you to sit back and just accept the thank you no matter how big or small it may actually be, or even who it actually comes from. Be thankful that God ever imparted any responsibility in any one of these roles to you, and no matter how big or small your influence, or no matter how long or short a time you have served, keep in mind that God sought you out especially for this because he loves you and trusts you, and that will never change.
With that being said, have you all ever shared something with a young person and felt as if you were not actually listening to the very words that you were sharing? Have you ever felt that you expected out of them something wholly and entirely different than what you would actually do yourself? Have you ever felt like you were guiding or correcting them and realized you needed to turn that light and those words around on yourself? Well, guess what… that happens as a Vicar as well. There are times that I share things that I realize that which I am sharing also causes deeper reflection and change in me. That is the entire nature of why we get taught that a sermon has to preach to ourselves first before it ever preaches to all of you. On this Mother’s Day I not only call and promote you to continue to grow and guide others, but to also listen to your very own words and allow them to grow and guide yourself as well. 
Alright, now let’s dig into these very words together that we have been blessed with from scripture today. I know that we can look into these words from our Gospel Reading as if we do not know the entire story, or we can actually look upon them precisely as we should, because we do indeed know it. With that being said I want you to know and realize that Jesus is not imparting these words and these promises upon disciples that are getting ready to go out into the mission field without him and do good or do right from the jump. Jesus is imparting these words and these promises on a mixed-up group of folks that are ready to go out there and betray, scatter, and even deny they know him leading up to the cross. Jesus is imparting these words and these promises on a group of folks that is initially not worthy at all, yet are completely worthy, just like you and I, for we all are always growing into our relationship with our Triune God. We are constantly establishing trust and finding comfort and growing in love, but sometimes that looks like completely the opposite. For we come to realize that doing things on our own just does not work out. We come back to reality and realize the promises, the truth, and that comfort have and will always reside in Christ. Sometimes we need to break and be thrown off course to realize what we are truly missing and realize what we truly need. Sometimes we need to accept that we are not perfect on our own, but we are perfect because of the very one who created us, holds us, carries us, picks us back up time and time again, sustains us, and loves us no matter what. 
Jesus has made sure that we are never alone, that we are never orphaned, just as today’s scripture confirms. We are blessed with the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who was promised to always be at our side, and more importantly, we are forever reminded that God has and always will be in our hearts. Let me remind you, and even myself, that is no matter if we make some kind of conscious decision to allow it or not, because there actually is no condition! God is there no matter what, and God remains hopeful that we continue to remember that and live into it as we invite God into each and every one of our moments and spaces. Yes! I just said that! Yet sometimes we all need to really realize that! This is what the disciples had to realize and do back then, and this is what we as the present-day disciples have to realize these days and do as well. 
We all have true relationship and love built into us from the very beginning, from the very first moment that we were created by the Creator. We all have true relationship and love built into us as Jesus showed each and every one of us that he would do anything, and pay the ultimate price by going to the cross for us, and delivering us forgiveness and grace we would have never received otherwise. Let alone, our Triune God did not just say look at all that I have done, but the Spirit continues to hang out with us and guide us in this continued life that we live. This is also why God can be called mothering a times, because God has thought out all things and portrays both Father and Mother in our lives time and time again. Let alone, thinks out all these things so intricately and wonderfully just like a mother, grandmother, or aunt might do, and thanks be to God for that!
Okay, I realize I can’t forget about this commandments business as we begin to wrap things up here. Everything is so intricately wrapped in love here if you realize it. We start out today’s Gospel Reading by hearing, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments…” (2) Then, we close out today’s Gospel Reading with, “They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me…” (2) We are speaking of love that is relational, and not just doing something and it being transactional. If we did not count on love, and if we tried to count on our transactions, we would be completely broke every time. We know and realize that we are unable to keep the commandments the way God had intended, and this is why Jesus stepped into the gap and handled things. This is also precisely why the Spirit continues to be here and alongside of us to guide us, to equip us, and to even encourage and inspire us. That is true relationship folks! We come to realize that our Triune God is not commanding us, but guiding and walking alongside of us. Our Triune God is allowing us to live, and unfortunately to mess up a lot. Yes, we are greatly flawed, but yet we have a God who continues to love and forgive, and continues to invite us back in no matter how much or how badly we have messed up. It is even put better into words by Micah Krey in his Commentary as he says, “The Spirit’s presence is not a reward for getting it right. It is the way Christ remains with us when we don’t.” (4) If that is not true thoughtfulness, true love, and true relationship then I have no clue what truly is to be honest. 
I will tag in one more help here, and one more mindset, as we really do close this session out together. Yung Suk Kim in her Commentary on Working Preacher puts things this way, “For Jesus, true religion is practical and tangible, expressed through acts of love that mirror God’s own. His commandments, therefore, are not arbitrary rules, but invitations to participate in God’s loving mission.” (5) Let me repeat that one more time, because reading it at home several times and even reading it out loud up here has really taken some weight off of my shoulders, and I hope this truth will do that for you too. “For Jesus, true religion is practical and tangible, expressed through acts of love that mirror God’s own. His commandments, therefore, are not arbitrary rules, but invitations to participate in God’s loving mission.” (5) May we all continue to participate in that loving mission by caring for ourselves and others, and sharing with ourselves and others the truths that do exist in our faith. Let us remember this forever truth in this continued Easter Season, and in every day as we announce and proclaim that Christ is Risen… He is Risen Indeed!!!
Alleluia and Amen.




John 14:15-21 (NRSVUE)
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
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