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“Create in Me a Clean Heart”…
Psalms 51:10
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GUESS WHO?
If you can guess who this member
is then please submit your answer
to mpahistory83@gmail.com
1. Raised in Racine, WI
2. A relative truly understands
“The Beginning”
3. Keeps the churches informed
To be considered for the prize all
entries must be submitted by
May 11, 2018.

THE HEART

When my heart is overwhelmed lead me to the rock that is higher than I. That rock is JESUS!
The online dictionary defines the word heart as the chambered, muscular organ in vertebrates that
pumps blood received from the veins into the arteries, thereby maintaining the flow of blood through
the entire circulatory system. Blood provides the body with oxygen and nutrients, as well as assists
in the removal of metabolic wastes.
In the Hebrew Bible, the word for heart is used in these meaning as, the seat of our affection, the seat
of life, emotion, reason, will, intellect, purpose or the mind.
If the heart is the seat of your affection then what are you affectionate about?
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Warriors
Create in me a clean heart…restore a right Spirit within me. This
was a prayer of one of the Bible’s greatest warriors and on March
18, 2018, we found that it was also the prayer of three ex-gang
members who decided to give their lives to Jesus. The men who
were formerly known as (FKA), Sir Neal, Billz and Mo-Man,
participated in a Men’s panel discussion facilitated by Bishop
Johnson. During this discussion they talked about their journey
from the streets to the pews. They explained how their journey to
survive involved selling drugs, fighting, robbing, indictments, and
serving time in the penitentiary. Sir Neal, Billz and Mo-Man all
belonged to different gangs, lived in different cities and their ages
ranged from 31 to 58. Yet, they all had one thing in common. They
all were involved directly and/or indirectly with an ex-gang member
named Homicide. Well, we won’t delve into the life of Homicide
(who is now a Minister at MPA). We will save that jaw dropping, I
can’t believe it article for another time.
The road to destruction for Sir Neal, Billz and Mo-Man not only
involved hurting others but also hurting themselves. Sir Neal stated
he use to take horse tranquilizers to get high and Billz stated he use
to drink embalming fluid to get lit. It was their way of living/coping.

11th Annual Men in Motion

On March 2nd through March 4th, MPA held
its 11th Annual Men in Motion event. Men in
Motion is as an event for men to come together
and fellowship. Order of events are Friday
night prayer, followed by food then bowling at
8pm and basketball at the Princeton club at
10pm to 12am. On Saturday there is a hearty
breakfast served at the church followed by
Men’s Real Talk. This year our guest speakers
for the dynamic and therapeutic Men’s Real
Talk were Pastor Keith Maddox of
Los Angeles, CA and Bishop Anthony Bennett
of Boston, MA. Saturday night concludes with
dinner where spouses are invited to attend.
Sunday Bishop Bennett brought forth the
message and afterwards the brothers served
food to the church.
The Men in Motion weekend event was a great
way to start the Men’s Month. The following
Sunday Services were just as dynamic. During
the men’s finale service, Elder Fred Ryan
preached the Word, Minister Cornelius Bell
led Praise and Worship, Brother Caleb Bell
played the drums and Brother Sam Settle was
fired up on the keyboard. Oh what a wonderful
time we had in the Lord.

As Bishop’s probing questions caused them to reflect on that part of
their lives, that old warrior mannerism began to show. Their voices
started to change, the tone became very deep and low, their facial
expressions turned intense. Even Bishop had to comment, “Man you
are starting to look mean as you discuss that life.” but as soon as
Bishop asked what led them to the church, something happened.
Their faces became relaxed, their voices spoke of God with
adoration. One could only notice the joy they felt on the inside. The
calming presence of the Lord seemed to bring a peace over them.
Thank God for the peace that passeth all understanding.
All the men agreed that they didn’t want to play church, they needed
a real church, with real people. They said they wanted a church that
was consistent, structured and had people who cared about their
souls -they found that at MPA. The men agreed that they knew they
were in the right church when they met Pastor White. They
exclaimed that Pastor White didn’t play and he was like an O.G.
(Original Gangster).
Brother Cornelius Northington (Sir Neal) has been a member of
MPA for 11 years. Brother Jerimie Sanders (Billz) has been a
member of MPA for 6 years and Brother Eric Beckum (Mo-Man)
has been a member of MPA for 2 years. The Holy Ghost is a change
agent and all three brothers testified of this. These brothers laid their
burdens down and found a resting place in Jesus.
In closing, Bishop asked the panelists a question. He said, “If you
had a song to sing what would it be?” Brother Eric Beckum said,
“Jesus is on the Main Line.” Brother Jerimie Sanders said, “Made A
Way,” and Brother Cornelius Northington said, “I Made It.” I
MADE IT! I AM SO GLAD, I MADE IT!
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“THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!”

Psalm 145:2 “Everyday will I bless Thee; and I will praise thy name forever and ever.”
Psalm 34:1 “I will bless The Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.”
Sometimes our burdens seem more than we can endure, and we wonder how we can go on…. Let me share with you the
“Remedy”.
Not a day should pass without praising and thanking God for His blessings and gifts He has given us. His mercies are
brand new every day. During afflictions and troubles, we expect God to just show up. Well, you want to hear from God,
God wants to hear from you also. “THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!”
Psalm 145:8 “The lord is gracious and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.”
Exodus 3:7 “All the Lord said, I have surely seen the afflictions of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmaster; For I know their sorrows;”
When God sees misery, it moves His heart to compassion; He is slow to anger at our offenses and quick to show love
and mercy when we ask for forgiveness. There are no circumstances, people, Satan, sin, or the world that’s too big or too
bad that God can’t handle. “THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!”
Psalm 145:18 “The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon Him in truth.”
All that call on God in truth with a sincere and upright heart can be sure that He is close by. He will hear your prayers,
fulfill your desires for help and work for your deliverance.
Psalm 145: “He will fulfill the desires of them that fear him; He also will hear their cry and will save them.”
“THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!”
Deuteronomy 4:7 “For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them as the Lord our God is in all things
that we call upon him for?”
If you are bending under a burden and feel that you are about to fall, turn to your Heavenly Father. He is ready to lift you
up and bear your burden. “THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!”
In this life we will suffer from the effects of undesirable, unwelcome, and often unavoidable events in our lives. It is not
a question of whether we will suffer from hurts, pains, and disappointments in life; the question is how do we respond
when facing times of sufferings?
Psalm 42:3 “My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me where is thy God?”
“THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!”
Psalm 145:21 “My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord; and let all flesh bless His Holy Name for ever and ever.”
“Turn your worries into worship; turn your problems into praise."
"God wants to hear from you.”
THE REMEDY IS IN YOUR PRAISE!

BROTHERS FELLOWSHIPPING

TPA

BPA

APA
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Youth On The Move!!!

2018 appears to be a year of ACTION for our young people. In
January, Bishop Johnson announced that April would be youth
month and boy did they have some exciting things planned. The
month began with our annual Resurrection Service on Sunday April
1st, led by youth 18 and under. The theme was “He Rose So That
We Could Rise.” Sister Myquisha Ross served as Pastor for the
day, while Brothers Jeremiah Jackson and Emar Thomas did an
awesome job bringing forth the word of God.
The 2nd Sunday service was led by our young adults. This service
was a reminder of how God has been growing our church, in that
several of the participants were faithful new members. We had
three young adults to bring the message on that day, they included;
Brother Jerimie Sanders, Sister Arlene Walker, and Brother Joshua
Jackson. The Spirit of the Lord moved mightily during this service
and many souls flooded the altar after their message.
Unfortunately, the 3rd Sunday “Throwback Service” was cancelled
due to inclement weather. However, many of the same individuals
on the original program, were able to participate on the 4th Sunday.
This abbreviated service encouraged us to begin celebrating the
blessings of the Lord as we prepared to attend the Tomah
Pentecostal Assembly Mortgage Burning Service. MPA concluded
services at 12:45pm and we boarded the bus to Tomah. It was
encouraging to witness the power and blessings of the LORD at our
sister church. One visiting adult male was filled with the
Holy Ghost. GOD HAS BEEN FAITHFUL!
The youth were not in charge of service on Sunday April 29th as it
was a consecration service for our new Minister and Deacons.
Although April has passed, our young people are still in action as
they plan the 2018 Youth Rock Conference. This year’s conference
will be held July 6-8th in Memphis, TN. Greater Memphis
Pentecostal Assembly will be hosting the conference and the theme
will be “I Feel The Spirit Moving All Over Me.” We will be
bringing back some of our favorite Rock Conference participants in
the persons of Elder Alwyn Foster (Connecticut), Evangelist
Elizabeth Clark (South Dakota) and Pastor Tyrone Maxwell
(Minnesota). There will also be a new face as we welcome Minister
Eric Shaw, all the way from Washington, DC. We are looking
forward to a great move of God in Tennessee and we invite you all
to join us. The cost for your seat on the bus is $71/person and the
hotel is $262 for both nights. Each room sleeps up to 5 people
comfortably, so with 5 roommates, the cost of lodging is very
affordable. If you have any questions, please contact Minister
Felicia Jones.
Get your seat on the bus NOW so that YOU don’t miss out!
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RESTORATION
The Women's Department of Madison Pentecostal Assembly started the year of 2018 in charge of leading the
Sunday services for the entire month of January. The theme was Create in me a Clean Heart...Psalms 51:1013. The heart of the women was being prepared for restoration. In order to be restored the women had to have
a repented, rededicated and renewed/refreshed heart. To aide in this process, formidable Women of God
brought forth the Word of God with power and anointing.
The women started each Sunday off at 8:00 a.m. with intercessory prayer. After prayer, the Lord took
complete control. During this time many young adults surrendered and gave their lives to the Lord by being
Baptized in the Name of Jesus.
During the evening services, amazing sisters shared their powerful testimonies. They shared how God
brought them through the storms of life and others testified of God's faithfulness while currently being in the
storm. God's word helped them to truly hold on. What a mighty God we serve!
Thought that was it? Oh no, the women came together for their annual prayer breakfast on Saturday, January
20, 2018. We had sisters in attendance from Madison, Beloit and Appleton Pentecostal Assemblies. One
sister shared how the prayers of her mother kept and lead her back to Christ. Words of exaltation were given
and the women came together for Sister to Sister prayer. To top the day off the Lord poured His Spirit out
upon the women. Some of the sisters received an initial filling of the Holy Ghost and others a refreshing of
the Holy Ghost. God and the women just showed out. Glory be to God!
The women had an expectation and a desire to have an experience with God during this time. They truly
received just that. The women laid the foundation for 2018.
Also, during Women’s Month, the Prison Ministry members (Minister Steve Staples, Sister Zina Staples,
Minister Eugene Smalls, and Deaconess Beth Smalls) led by Bishop Eugene Johnson, ministered to women
of Taycheedah Correction Institution in Fond du Lac, WI.
CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART
REPENTANCE-REDEDICATION-RENEW/REFRESH-RESTORATION
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What Really Goes on Behind the Scenes

Our desire is for visitors and members to have a rich and
fulfilling worship experience and that they may come
again and again. One may easily forget or not know at
all that in order to have a rich and fulfilling worship
experience, we need souls to not only go before the Lord
in prayer but also for souls to put in the work. Yes,
leadership does seek the Lord for the spiritual
edification of the church. We rejoice when we see a new
member go down in Jesus name and is filled with the
Holy Ghost, as illustrated on the left. But there is also
seeking the Lord on how to manage the business affairs
of the church. Have you ever thought what goes on
behind the scenes or What does it take for you to have a
rich and fulfilling worship experience. If not, you should
seek to know because then you will appreciate your rich
and fulfilling worship experience that much more.
One Monday evening as I went into the office to
perform administrative duties, I observed Bishop
mulling through stacks of papers that were spread out all
over his office. He explained to me that he was seeking
the Lord for a strategy to handle unjustified taxes placed
on Appleton Pentecostal Assembly. The Bishop had to
research tax laws and governmental policies, as well as
seek guidance from multiple tax experts to ensure the
$5000 tax fee would not be placed on the church. Bishop
had to spend countless hours talking on the phone,
drafting emails and participating on conferences calls.
This is only one example of our Pastor or Trustee board
being good stewards over the finances and the business
affairs of the church. Every cent will be accounted for!
Don’t act like you haven’t seen our Bishop pick up a
penny from the floor and act as if it is a dime, a quarter
or even a dollar.
You may say what does that have to do with me having
a rich and fulfilling worship experience. Well, it has a
lot to do with it. If we didn’t have a Pastor who is
Spiritually inclined to hear what thus saith the Lord, a
Pastor with an intellect to address financial and even
governmental matters on behalf of the churches, then we
wouldn’t have the beautiful facilities, the structure, the
organization, the consistency, and the realness (which is
what drew the men featured in the article “Warriors”)
that we have now. I guarantee, you would have an
experience but a not a rich and fulling worship
experience.
Being a good steward takes being led by God, strategy,
discipline, and work. As a member, don’t be a spectator
in the house of God, be a participator! Do your part to
ensure MPA, TPA, BPA and APA continues to provide
a rich and fulfilling worship experience.
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One

One. One, not two, but one mistake that’s all it takes for your life to be done.
You fight to make 18, survive to be in that cell?
Someone’s son, my brother.
Why do things so malicious, were you raised by your mother?
These questions are asked by the outside,
People who don’t know you, but another black man with nothing, it can’t hide
But outsides can portray you, outside can betray you
Blood is thicker than water.
Manage to be someone, try your best, you have a daughter
I love the person you are but sometimes it’s hard
You’re mean, but that’s not what it seems to be, See,
The pain kills your insides, God’s recognized
He wants to be your friend.
He’s you’re protector, lend for a hand
Stop being ashamed, be a man and actually take the blame
Look pass the fakes, snakes, haters too,
Gun on your hip and we all knew, why
Black men trigger happy,
It’s crazy.
They would rather cock back and pop instead of stop
And think about their future,
What goes around comes around, no future
Don’t decide to be another statistic,
Color killing colors, babies, mothers,
It’s sick.

Hasonya Lewis

Winning is all you see,
Be someone different
Mama struggling, got the pay the rent
It was due and somehow we made it through
I just want to say you’re my brother and I’m your keeper
This world gives no care even though your story is much deeper.
Do right, make right, this is the time to fight for a new life
Cuz one. One, not two, but one mistake that’s all it takes for your life to be done.
Please wake up to not want to do the same, so many years of repetitive mess ups and your heart full of deep pain
You have no strength to do it on your own
Let God strip you from your pride,
so you can be made strong
Spiritually, mentally, Jesus can make you whole!
Even though life ain’t easy, don’t allow it to take its toll.
Call on to the Lord, who strengthen us when we’re weak
Jesus replied and said “you will find to the one who seeks”
In his name, you will be made whole.
To please Him and have salvation is the ultimate goal.
Yes it may be hard,
But what comes easy truly won’t last.
Our past has made us who we are, but we are not our past.
You are worth more than gold, your soul, deserves a chance to be free,
Up in heaven, ready for Jesus to open the gate with his special key
You may not wake up tomorrow,
Sorrow, in my body cuz your faith was dead
“I’ll change after my birthday” was the last words you said.
Jesus will return and will you be ready?
Put that on your mind and think real heavy.
One choice can cause you you’re soul,
But He, who is God, he who is the I am, He who is Jehovah Jireh, the Messiah, Jesus Christ can change you and make you whole.
Don’t allow it to be too late
Cuz One, one not two, but one mistake that’s all his takes for your life to be done.
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The time being right and a response to the Lord calling him, Elder Price was released and sent by Bishop
Johnson to establish Tomah Pentecostal Assembly. Elder Price, Bishop Johnson, Executive Pastor Carolyn
Johnson, and Deacon Paris Price are regarded as the co-founders of Tomah Pentecostal Assembly. The
Trustee Board of Madison Pentecostal Assembly unanimously approved the purchase of the worship facility
for Tomah Pentecostal Assembly located at 18571 Highway 31, Tomah WI. The facility was acquired on July
30, 2014 and the first services were held on November 2, 2014.
The Bible tells us that the borrower is servant to the lender (Proverbs 22.7). Simply stated, debt is bondage.
We thank God that on April 11, 2018 our Mortgage came to an Early End! We have been set free. As a church
we vow to continue to have faith in God and follow Pastor Darren Price, as he follows Christ. We trust in God
and know that abundant blessings are in store for Tomah Pentecostal Assembly as the Lord continues to be the
driving force in our church’s ministry. Glory to God.

On April 22, 2018, friends, family and visitors from Madison, Beloit and the surrounding areas, witnessed the
mortgage burning of Tomah Pentecostal Assembly. This celebration included remarks from Bishop Johnson, a
beautiful rendition of “Total Praise” by Pastor Ethell Tillis and Sister Patricia Popp, a processional of the
Tomah members and a powerful message by Pastor Darren Price. Yes, this day we witnessed the Lord doing a
great thing, and we wait with anticipation to see the greater things He will do for the city of Tomah as well as
for the members of Tomah Pentecostal Assembly.
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CONGRATULATION

MARRIED COUPLES VALENTINE BREAKFAST

Minister Walter T. Ragland
for finding the hidden question embedded in
the last newsletter edition.

Thanks to all the participants

ROCK CONFERENCE
Go to the Rock
Stand by the Rock
Live by the Rock
Rock On! Rock On!
July 6-8, 2018

At Greater Memphis Pentecostal Assembly
8941 E. Shelby Drive
Memphis, TN 38126

MPA WEBSITE

www.mpachurch.org
Note: APA, BPA and TPA are
listed under the home button on
the MPA website.
The next edition of the
Pentecostal Express Newsletter
will be issued on
August 23, 2018
Our Mission
To promote the spiritual
well-being and growth of
the men, women and
children growing in the
Word of God through,
teaching, preaching,
discipleship, healing and
fellowship.

RETIREMENT
Trustee Brenda Harris
Madison Metro Transit
18 Years/Aug 2017
FAREWELL
Deacon Nate and Sister Stephanie
Carter relocated to Phoenix, AZ.
March 4, 2018

FAREWELL
Brother Sam and Sister Denise
Settle relocated to Austin, TX.
April 22, 2018

Our Vision
Compassionate people being the premier witness for
Jesus Christ concerning salvation, in Madison, WI
Tomah, WI, Beloit, WI and Appleton, WI areas.

THE PURPOSE OF THE PENTECOSTAL EXPRESS NEWSLETTER
Our desire is to promote awareness among MPA, TPA, BPA and APA
family and friends by sharing highlights of significant church events,
making important announcements and presenting personal items of
interest.

If you have items of interest, announcements, suggestions of topics, etc...please submit to
mpahistory83@gmail.com or contact a member from the newsletter team: Trustee Tarsha Ragland,
Deaconess LaTorsha Cunningham, Brother Austin Johnson, Minister Felicia Jones and Sister Marie Durant
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MADISON PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLY

5109 East Buckeye Road Madison, WI 53716 /
608-224-1449
SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY
8:30 am Early Morning Service
10:00 am Sunday School
11:15 am Mid-Day Service
5:30 pm Intercessory Prayer
6:00 pm Evening Service
TUESDAY
7:00 pm In-home Prayer
WEDNESDAY
Noon Day Prayer
FRIDAY
7:30 pm Prayer Praise & Deliverance

TOMAH PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLY

18571 State Highway 131 Tomah, WI 54660
/608-372-6211
SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY
10:00 am Sunday School
11:15 am Mid-Service
WEDNESDAY
7:00 pm Bible Study

BELOIT PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLY

2639 Sunshine Lane Beloit, WI 53511/
608-312-2111
SERVICE TIMES

SUNDAY
12:30 pm Sunday School
2:00 pm Sunday Service
THURSDAY
7:00 pm Bible Study

APPLETON PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLY
1100 London Street Menasha, WI 54952

SERVICE TIMES
SUNDAY
11:00 pm Sunday School
12:15 pm Mid-Day Service
WEDNESDAY
7:00 pm Bible Study
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