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ROSTIV IN MY TROLLISED VING

Robin in my trellised vine Quite anovkzr way she ends:
Yearly builds to deft design Anxious; to and fro she wends,
Nest of clay and grasses fine. : No more mclody up-sends.
She commernces on this wise: In with focd she toils to flit;
To the maple's top she flies, Out with waste, unsavory bit--
Sings her heart out to the skles. _ Beak wherc Song was wont to sitl
Sosnoy :
If she paused to reason why, .

Birédies in my vine would.die
Ere they had sung from maple high.

Lena Griffin McBeal

MARCH MERTING

The Bird Study Club held its March meeting at the home of Mrs, H. D. Slater
at 7:30 P. M., Monday, March 6th., Mrs. Slater gave a very interesting talk on
Spring Flowers of Mt. Franklin, supplemented by a display of the various speci- |
fien, one of the lcveliest of which was the anemonz. . A nature Tilm in color, .
/ shovm by Ilfrs. Wimberly, added to our appreciation of Texas florz and fauna and R
/ svifauna. The neeting was preceded by a walk in Nrs, Slater's garden by mem-
bers and friends of the Club, o
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A spaaker is teing procurcd for the next moetlng, the tirie of which will
depend on the date of his acce:“:_rce°
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/ I RECORDS

Lieutenant ané Mrs. Eynon =coportsd a pair-rof Hooded Lorganscrs at Ccment Lako

Decerber 5,1942, and thus establizhed cur first record here. Observers have 5
sincc seen them twice at Asewrate Lake. They, with Miss Keéfer, reported 50
Starlings secn Jenuary @ near Ascarate Lake.

/ Mrs. J. Owen Allen and l"s. Eynon found Inca Doves on Fresno Drive, Lower

Valley, on March 29; ors pair wes building a nest.

: On March 26, ¥rs. Leza eBas discovered a Roadrunncr's nsst contalnlng one
egg at the Ren aell Bir€ Pre=scr~c ncear the Country Club bridge.
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) Club nembers hove crojoysl zm exzellent article on "The Western Hornod Ovi™ by
_George McClellen Bradt in THL: NFSERT, with zn extracrfinsry plictograph of the

'olra on the front ccver Tne Jarvary issue of this nagzzine cerried an illus-
trated article by thz samc auther or the Roadrunner, .

'/ Sergeant Bradt has an article »n Nosting Reecrds irn weis issue of The Roadrunner.




.y

~

W TLQTUTAOR'S QO ZNTS 01 BIRDING IN T EL FiS0 K _GION

31iss hz@ so ANy ernithological possibilitizs for

first trip to the §suthwest that ny wife and I sager-

t. Armed with Peterson's Western Guide and ac-

we herdly took time te settle before going a-

R n as meny weekends =s possible since then, we

zsn over oue nundred s es in &nd sbeut El Puso country. @f these,

crty species have bzen e bird fer us. '

s are now, perhaps, sufficiently long in residence hereabouts te meke

s co risons betwsen birding in the New York City regien during this por-

tion of the vear and the Bl Pase regicn at the same tine. :

One guestion usua2lly asked by ernithclogists cening into a new region for
st time is a quantitative one. Though ohrased in meny ways, it general-

s with the "expectancy" of bird-life in the region. In other words, how
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ies may be seecn in let us say an hour afielé and kow many individuals?
s izures compare with regions well known? Although we have made no
T empts to check the enswer te this question as applies to the El
Paso region, the onswsr has boecome evident in a general way., Ve have found
thet tue normal expectancy both in species and individuals is slightly less in
the Tl Paso area then arocund New Yerk. This may appsar as a surprise to some,
but the latter region actually possesses & mich” greater veriety of habitats--
and conscguently atiracts a zreater variety of species., Despite the fact that
this region is much the southerly ef the two, meitaer the varisty nor the nun-
ber of wintering birdés has appeared as great to us this year as we are used to
secing in our home regisn. Once winter sct in in earncst was this particularly
true. Ve, 6f course, undsrstand that this hras not besen a normal "Sun Bowl"
winter! )

Lside from the zbove generalizatioans, ether things we have'noticed and
compared with cur home bailewick might be ef interest. The abundaznce here-—
ahouts of the Marsh Hawk and its wide choice ef hebitat has impressed us. TWe
have scen this specles in every part ef the regicon--mountains, desert, or
river valley fram land. Back home this specics is cenfined te the ceastal
marshes and fresh water marshes inland. )

Lside from the two bona fide habitatls it occurs only as an occasional
migrant. It weuld seem +thst the spcecies has shown great powcrslof adaptation
io all kinds of habitat in tkis part of our country. The Duck migration of
the late wintsr and early spring has bcen in centrast te what we migh£ have

‘exvected, Coming from & countryside well bespeckled with lakes, ponds =and

mershes, ws have been delighted Dy the wide variety of ducks passing up the

Bio Grande Valley, of necessity restricted in their rmigration to the river

jtself and to such men-made bedics of weter as Ascarsat. Park Lake and Cenent

e

I~ke. The former lake prevides a splendis epportunity fer water fowl study

2t comparatively close rangc. On April 2, 1944 we ebtzinsd the follewing list
at Ascarate; Oacdwall, 6; Beldpatec, 755 Pintail, 6; Green-winged Teal, 120 Cinm
nerion Teal, 3; Sheveller, 50; Canvas-back, 4; Lesser Scaup 40; Ruddy Duck, 15;
and tnerican Merzenser, 8. The numbsr of Gadwall and Sheveller ts be seen in

a scason would delight any eastern bird student.

VWle are hawk enthusiasts. Back home we were wont to spend meny hours dur-
ing the spring and fall hawk migrations watening their prcgress atop such Al-
logasny ridges as the fanous Hawk Mbt. Ssnctuary in Penzsylvania is lecated emn.
Local wintering hawk has already boen rofsrred to abeve. On practically all
trips aficld, we have found the Ted-tail (nevor missed on Uppsr Valley trips),
the Sparrow Hawk and the Shagp-shinned,

Though plenty of medium grewth decidueus tinber rsneins, some aof it quite
extensive, Great Hoerned Owls in the regi»n around Nsow York occur only in the
old, remote, climax woods furthesf frem civilizatien. We have been astenished
on soveral ccccsions while afield in ths Upper Valley to flush Herned Owls from
"hosque™, shade trees and cther small often sparse grewth,

The smaller lanéd species héve given us the majerity ef eur n1ifa" birds.
Twe wintering phsebes new te us, four new wrens, thres new thrashers, two new
bluebirds, two blackbirds, thfice tewhess, three juncos, five sparrows——éll new
previded many excitipg momonts afield. ' 5 T

T7e have been able to exterd the loczl list by discovering EBastern species,
stravs this far Southwest. In October, Mrs. Eynon discoversd an AMerican
Redstart while birdirng in an E1 Pasd park with Mrs. Allen. Or Noevember 81
at Yslestag, -6ur wayside lurch was interruptzd by the femiliar figure of an Bast-

ern Phioche(sone breed in New Mexico esnsiderably northeast of here) appearing
en a telephone wire before us. ird on January 9, while driving with Miss
Keefer, we were able te peint out to her @ flock of Eurovean Starlings asso-
cisting with Greot-tailed Grackles and Vrite-necked Ravens in the Lewer Valley,
porhaps the fererunners of more of their kind te come as this vigereus, hardy
bird pushes further west. .

Qur over-all impression ef the ¥l Pcso regien, despite some nostalgic

longing for sea beaches and eastern weedlands, is tha¥ thers is much effered

_here to ‘all field ornitholegists. It has much more the® measured up to our.

- expectations,

It. Alfred E. Eynea
SR R el i, vEL Pase , TeIR8 o
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of all pecples are birds. .
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thread, here and there, inte the lecgends

kin2s of birdés came inte being when a god,

tearing out its feathers, chonged each
1)

i frepent kind eof bird, - Otusr Apaches have it that the birds origina-
hore was ne death, according te these Tn.diens, until ths raven

o into the water, decreeing that if it senk there should
y ine raven was first te lose his cwn son and teo rcgret
“% inether legend of the Apaches is that at the time of
é s ;
s
3

wzters to recede by singings

L 1 s held sacred. The Apaches regard the eagle - as a god
vyweint an "ewxsle man'" te represent the bird. .S sueble Indiszn tribes dress

hono» the bird with a spscial donces Tzile

anyone whe kills such a dbiré, it is often desirzble that

at’a time of festival or dire nedd, It is

eat ceremoeny anﬁ;&éﬁt as a nessenger to the gods. Siri-
ke wren hunt heldn Christmes in a number of European
rer is hunted, killed zund-placed en a pole at the head of a

processisn which steps at houses along the way te ask for foeod or money., The %

srermeny ends with burial services in the church yard, The Acigchemen Indians

srnia heve a

e
parture. Indians of New Mexice have
runner. Tkey B

confuse evil
en enchenter is held by three doves.

i1lness in increafing degree and the

B .re regarded by the Malays &
They are fed with réce and encouragzed Lo

ave reasened that such a
spirits whe seek to enter. The Greeks ¥elieve that the life of

or 1ike ceremony involving the wvultiure. A foust is held in its
after whien it is sacrificed se that it will multiply on the earth. The
.at eazles and ewls as sacred beings, put them-in cages to
their homes and szcrifice them when the need- for communication

=)

3

s heusing the seuls of living mortals.

stay -near lest death Tollow their de-
the twe-way track of the read-
er

cund the tent of the gdead will

oTs

-

The death of the first two doves causes
.@sathe of the third the death of the en-

chanter. Duzzards are magicians' in the sight ef the Apuches.
(=

Birds alse serve as living good

luck charms. Relatives of absent Scuth

-

African Nuandi warriers always refer te them as v3irds", neéver by name, in erder~- " -

tc aveid disaster. IT 2 wild bird enters a Mzlayan home he is caught, rubbed

with &il-and released te carry all troubles away with him, The Greeks hold

this same belief in regard te the swallew, Supuarstitisus Southwesterners who -
have beceme lest follew the readrunner whe they believe will lead them to a -
/trail, The same bird is theught in Mexico to bring géed luck when he crosses \

the trail from left te right--but bad luck if he cresses in the reverse direc- \

t+ion, Feathers of this desert bird when tied te a cradle are reputed 1o bring

goed 1ick te the little papeose of Newr Moxicolk
s In varieus ceuntries knowing yeur hirds is believsd to bring just as good
health a2s does eating the docter-banishing apple. In.Mexice these .afflicted with'~

itgh may cure it by geting a reasted

read-runner. Beils will likewise vanish °

if the bird is beiled and eaten. Behemians cure fever by securing a young snipe

from the nest at sunrise, keeping it

;’take the malady sway with it. 2 ) 3
= iccerding te German tredition all cut hair should be destroyed lest a bird.
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uée it in its nest ‘theredy causing a
believed te bring tubsrculosis.

for three days and then releasing it to

headache. Ia India the noisy Blpg_lzy is

nBirders" who find their Taces well decorated with freckles upon returning

/" $rom & hike might well be interested Y

| feld believe that the afflicted persen, upen seeing -the first swallow ef spring,
has only te repeat a magic rhyme to transfer the freckles to the bird. Ancient
Greek traditisn says that gray hair may bs ghanged te a jet bluck by merely rub-

bing the scalp with reven egsSSe

Tha eagle's feathers, wern in & warbomnet, are suppssed, to cndow. the Indian -

in an 1@ Carpethian tale. Those geod 5

with the strength and valer of the bird. Perhdps a »ivior st 3ol 1A still per-
' sists when we place a golden eagle aloep eur ndtioenal kanner. For the sane reasen

certain Indians of Califernia wsar t

he feathers of the readrumner in their head- \

dross., Wizmards ef Vest Africa wierdly exchenge a bit of bleod with the ewl or the,

vulture whom they wish te emulate.

 liant fellow. Those famous runners
attain the speed and endurance eof the readrunner by eating its flesh.

Turkish children are fed bird t

In India -the blackbird is regarded as a va-
of Yexice, the Tarahumara Imdinns, hope te

ongues to assist thsm in learning to talk.

The Aine of Bsrnee eat water eusel hearts in hopes of becoming eloguent spcakers,’

Rubbing the eyes with eagle gall is

reputed by the Greeks te bring keen visien.

Thoy believe alsc that one may renain atvake if he eats the flesh of the nightin-

gale. In Northern Indi-. the pewer t
sified by cating an owl's eyeballs.
Sparrews the world over love gr

“their fields by throwing a handful e
and py sewing imaginary grain upen the coempletion of their planting. ILuxurious

=
]

e see in the dark is believed to be inten-

ain. ,So the Saxens of Transylvania brotect
f grain to the birds befors beginning te plant

{Continued bottom of Paza 4) = °
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Geerge McClesllan Bradtb

The follcwing nesting dates fer 16 Lirds el the E1l Pase arca are offered in
the. hope that notes on additismal species may be added by Bird Club members
during the approacking nesting seagen,

If any members should discover occupied nest of varticularily interesting
species I will be glad te photograph them and give the Bird Clud prints fer fur-

ther study. . - ’ -

Horned Owl: Nest with 3 almest fully feathered young, May 9, 1943, near
Neria, N. M, . .

Sparrew Hawk: Nest with 4 egsa in pipe tsed fer ridgepele, May 9, 1943
near Neria, N, M, . '

Burrowing Owl: Burrow with 2 adults and 9 partially feathered youm, May e,;

1942 north of Ysleta, Burrow with 9 white b~91es eves still unapened, Moy 20,
1543 .scuth of muplclﬂal airpert, =
‘ Srminsen Hawk: ~ 3 eggs in nest near Cerro rlte, May 17, 19£2 3 =gzs in
nest near Junctlon of Ysleta Road & U. S. # 62, May 31, l9¢2 Thiréd rest with
1 sge, June 19, 1048, 10 miles eest of Ft, Bliss. - —

hhlue-* 4ped Sarlke' 7 naked blln& 36ung in nest Just off Hucco mank Read,
Anril 12, 1942,

Golden ;acle. Nest with 2 egzs, March 29, 1542, in.Hueco Mts. .

, Blnck-necked Stilt: & e56S in nest en mud hllleck ir Rio Grande opposite

Ysleta, May 22, 1942, ° & INES Y

Cvstus hren : 3 emms April 12, 1942, 4 egzs May 8. Both nestd im Ysleta

{ Yockirg-bird: 4 nests in Corre Alte arsa--4 eggs en May 8,.1942. 3 sgss
and: 1L young in 2nd, nest Juno 21, Jrd nest with 3 eggs and 1 young June 26.-
43h nest with 3 eggs May 23, 1942, =y
/7 tthite-nzcked Raven: 2 nesis north of Ysleta--~1 with 4 egss on May 19, 1942
the other with 5 eggs on Nay 3l. - v

Pasdrunner: Nest with 6 eggs on April 31, 1942. 2nd nest with 2 eggs and
1 fully fledgod young. Both nests nerth -of vsleta.
. Palmer Thrasher: Nest with 4 egzs on June 21, 1942 2nd nest w1th 4 epgs

rs

June 28; 3rd nest with several yeéung June 26; and 4th with 1 egg en May 23, 1945.

A1) in Cerre Alto area.
Arkansas Kingbird; Nest with 4 egzs near junctien ef ¥Ysleta Road & U. Se-

62, May 31, 1942, 2nd nest with 4 eggs east of Ft. Bliss on June 2, 1943,
Ash-throatod Flveatcher: Nest with-1 fully flegged young in fence—“ost
hole ncar Neria, N. M. June 6, 1943,

Scott Oriole: 2 naked, bllnd babies in nest on June 13 1943. Noria, N. M.\\

March 27, 1944

N

PHOGRESS ON TH: TOM M. KIRKSEY MEMORIAL
The club is beginning its work en ths Tom M. Kirksey Mamorial, A few
mounted specimen have been turned over te the club by the taxidermist. Vken.
all arc received, they will be placed with the remainder of the Kirksey collec-

,f’tion in the Collepe of Mines museum, A zenorous check has been received from

Mrs., Thomas Miller of St. Louis, Ton's grandmether, who desires teo aid the

undertzkin in every possible way. 'ﬁ
! i
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: BIRDS IN LEGEND (con't from paze 3) %
i

plants are said to grow in Mexico if a roadfunner's body is placed beneath the i

roots. _Lpdﬁtncdry wenthor meny an Amorican farmer casts his oyc toward the sky’ \\ -
0 the cuckoo or "rein crow" -calls. \

/,' - The roadrunner of Mexico is reputed to build a cactus corral around a

f:,rattlesnake and either to kill him or 1eavo him to die by dashinp himself azalnsh

/

/tho spinos.

From the time that was to the tlmo thet is nen's ohservations and super-~
stitions about birds are woven into his lcgends; wee, colored designs in the

sonber fabric of life.

Ruby f4llen.
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