Aim: How important were “third parties” in the election of 1912?
I. The Election of 1912
· four different political parties 

· Republicans, Socialists, Progressives and Democrats 

II. The Republican Platform
· Candidate: William Howard Taft

His platform:

· opposed monopolies

· reaffirm the protective tariff

· create laws for immigration

· enforce laws governing interstate commerce

III. The Democratic Platform
· Candidate: Woodrow Wilson 

Platform:

· Remove monopolies 

· enforce laws against trusts 

· Govern interstate trade

IV. The Progressive Party Platform
· Candidate: Theodore Roosevelt 
Platform:

· women’s suffrage 

· fought for conservation

· legislation on health standards 

· prohibition of child labor

· Worker’s rights 

· continuation of schooling

V. The Socialist Party
· Candidate: Eugene Debs

Platform:

· gov’t relief of unemployment

· collective ownership of all means of transportation and communication 

· Worker’s rights 

VI. The Democrats Win
· Wilson won an overwhelming electoral victory 

· reform claimed the real victory

· 75 percent of the vote going to the reform candidates—Wilson, Roosevelt, and Debs

