Last weeks text, 


led us to self-examination 


and reminded us that Jesus is always leaving the door open.  

This week, 


as we hear Jesus presiding over the meal 



that has become our Lord's Supper, 




one of the two sacraments of this church, 


we hear only Jesus.  



Which is intentional I believe.  



It is only who we are supposed to hear. 

In the lead up to this meal, 


we heard that all of the disciples 


and they could all think of a time 



when they might have betrayed 



or could betray Jesus in the future.  


They all asked, 



“Surely not I?”  

And Jesus never singled out Judas 


in a way that everyone knew that he would be the one to betray Jesus.  

In fact, 


none of the synoptic gospels have Judas leaving the meal.  


John's gospel has Judas leaving after Jesus saying it is him, 



but John has the foot washing, 



not the meal as the focus of his account.  

So by all accounts, 


even Judas was welcome at the Lord's Table 


and broke the bread of the first communion with Jesus.

For the purists among us, 


our initial reaction would be to wonder how this could be?  


How could Jesus allow someone 



who was going to betray him 




to participate in this life changing 




and world altering meal?  

But any person asking that question, 


if they have taken any time for self-examination before the Lord, 



would have to answer themselves, 




“Well Lord, 





you do invite me here as well.”

Those that call this the Lord's Supper, 


do so quite accurately, 



because everything that occurs in this meal is done by the Lord.  

It may sound a little egotistical, 


but look at all of the pronouns and times Jesus is mentioned.  



Jesus took break, 



he gave thanks, 



he broke it, 



and he gave it to them. 



He said, “Take and eat.”  



Then he took the cup, 




he gave thanks, 




he offered it.  





This is my blood. 



I tell you, 




I will not drink,




 until I drink it anew.  

Jesus is doing almost everything in this passage.

I want you to hear that Jesus is doing everything, 


because we often get our theology, 



our understanding of God mixed up, 


and think that we are the ones who have to do everything.  



I need to behave right before God will accept me.  



I need to get my life in order, 




then God can be with me.  



If you are a sinner, 




you should not go to church.  


Hopefully one of these heresy's has struck a nerve with you.  

These are heresy's 


because they are all actions that make us the savior 



and not needing someone else to come and save us.  


We can break the bread, 


we can offer our body, 


we can pour out our blood to bring about the forgiveness of sins.  

Unfortunately for those of us who have tried, 


we know that our blood is not worthy to do what Jesus' blood does.  



The perfection is lacking. 


 The passover lamb's blood 



was to be one that was perfect without defect.  

If we were without defect, 


we wouldn't need blood poured out for us in the first place.

Here is the good news.


We don't need to get the bread, 



we don't need to break it, 



or be responsible for distributing it.  




Jesus will do all of that.  


Nor do we need to come up with a cup 



and fill it with our blood.  




For Jesus has already done that for us.  

When we have had a time of self-examination, 


we will come before Jesus knowing that it is only him 



and his power that can make things the way they need to be.  


We will know and confess that all of the ways we have tried to do this 



have failed, 



or been marginal at best, 


and we are waiting for the rest of the pieces to fall apart.

When we feel unworthy of Jesus, 


is when we need to take part in this meal.  

For it is here 


that we see Jesus doing for us, 


what we could not do for ourselves.  

We see at this table, 


not only Judas, 


but 11 other disciples as well, 



who next week will proclaim that they will follow Jesus to the end, 


but before the night is through, 



desert him, 


and then the most confident one in his own will power 



will deny him 3 times before the rooster crows twice.  

We need this meal, 


because we need Jesus.

And Jesus is offering himself to us.  


This is not some body, 



this is Jesus' body, 



my body.  


This is not some blood, 



but my blood, 



Jesus' blood that seals the new covenant God is making.  

Everything we could not, 


and despite advances in technology, 



still can not do for ourselves, 


it is okay, 



because Jesus has done that for us.  

He has saved us in that way.  


If you could have done it, 


you would not have needed saving.

As we will see next week, 


the disciples have misconceptions of grandeur concerning themselves.  

But Jesus does not allow that to show up here.  

Because if we are hearing the text correctly, 


Jesus does not say, 



“If you are so inclined, 




“take and eat.”  


Rather it is a command for us to take and eat.  



As well as to drink form the cup filled with Jesus' blood.  

Jesus commands us to take him into our lives.  


We like to pretend that we can do it all on our own.  



But Jesus knows us 



and knows our hearts.  

He knew the 12 disciples gathered around that table 


that had followed him since his ministry began in earnest.  

And he commands them to take, eat, and drink.  


They needed Jesus' help 


and so do we, 



even if Siri or Alexa can control our house, 



shop for us, 



and play whatever song we wish.

This is a tangible 

symbolic way 


that Jesus teaches again 



what he has been teaching all along. 

By moving it from just proclaiming, 


to a ritualistic meal, 



Jesus taps into the part of his creation that he made so well.  

These men all knew the ritual of the Passover meal. 


They knew how the meal told the story of the Isrealites leaving Egypt and slavery.  

And now Jesus is tapping into all of those pieces, 


the passover lamb, 


the death and saving of the first born, 



depending on who had the lambs blood upon their household, 


the unleavened bread, 


the bitter herbs, 



and adds another dimension to the story. 

The bread that symbolized their sudden freedom 


is being broken again for them.  

The blood that meant life instead of death, 


is offered to them.  

Not just to keep their hearts beating, 


but to keep their sins 



from preventing the type of life they were made for from happening.  

But this meal is no longer just for the Israelites, 


it is poured out for many.  

In that many, 


we should hear “all.”  

There is no one so far gone, 


that Jesus does not want to be with them.  


That Jesus says, 



“You are not worth the time or effort.”  

Remember who is at this table, 


10 who deserted him, 


one who denied ever knowing him, 


and one who betrayed him, 



handed him over to those who were plotting his arrest and death, 




for thirty pieces of silver, 



and to add injury to insult, 




who identifies Jesus with a kiss.  

What have you done that is worse?  

What have you done that Jesus did not pour out his blood for?  


What makes you so special, 



or anyone you know so special, 




that they can not accept Jesus' gift?

While the answer is obviously no one 


and nothing.  

We have friends 


who believe they have done something that puts them beyond God's mighty reach.

We at times see ourselves beyond God's redemptive power.


Beyond God's love.

But listen to how our text concludes.


There is a flash of us in there,



amongst all of Jesus' I's and my's.


I will not drink of this fruit of the vine



from now on until that day 




when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.”


Jesus is not going to drink wine,



which was meant for celebrating and commemorating,




until you and I join him.

Jesus is doing all of this,


so that we can enjoy the Kingdom of his Father with him.
We often help the people we love,


so that they can spend more time with us,


doing what we enjoy together.

Jesus helps us, 


so that he doesn't have to wait for us to perfect ourselves on our own.


God has already seen too many generations try and fail to hope for that.

Jesus helps us,


offers his body and blood,

 

So that we can be with him.

To turn that help away, 


breaks his heart. 

So let us come to this table aware we need help,


let us leave this table that the help we received, 

has brought us into the company of Jesus,


celebrating with him in his Father's Kingdom.
