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May 2021

A New Season
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
Spring brings so much change. The snow is gone (maybe?) but don’t put that
shovel away too quickly. Daffodils are blooming like crazy and then the tulips are
suddenly here. The rainbow of colors from all our flowering trees appears out of
nowhere – reminding us that all the snow and cold was worth the wait to get here. A
sunny warm morning can change quickly to a stormy and rainy afternoon, causing
us to run and close all the windows we had open while we enjoyed the fresh air. At
the Poor House, we are getting to the time of year that brings us to the conversation
about when to turn on the air conditioning. I am always the last holdout, much to the
aggravation of Bob and the boys.
This month brings us into a new season that goes beyond the weather and the
changes it brings. We are joyfully, yet still with caution and care, entering a new
season globally, nationally, locally, and right here in our church community as we
begin to regather and recover from the Covid 19 shutdown. Thankfully, as
vaccinations have become more available, we have been able to begin to adjust to
a new normal in our lives. Gathering with family and friends, dining out in
restaurants, & working in the office and not from home in our pajamas, has all been
a blessing. Now we can include regathering in church at Hope UCC for in person
worship to that list! Hallelujah! It was amazing to stand in front of the sanctuary and
see so many smiling faces- I should clarify that: I mean masked faces that I assume
were smiling! I truly felt the joy of resurrection on Easter Sunday! And now as we
move forward into a hybrid worship with the Body of Christ gathering both in person
and online together, we are living as a church in a new way again. I am so grateful
for our congregation’s cooperation, patience, and love during this time of transition.
Your faithful witness to your love of God through your care for yourselves and your
neighbors by following all the guidelines while in the church building and sanctuary
is so very wonderful. I know how challenging it is to be in worship in this different
way, but we know this is for a season.
In my own life I am entering a new season as well – the life of a parent of children
who are growing up and starting new adventures. Bob and I are so grateful for this
wonderful church that called our family here and took us in and welcomed us and
our boys so warmly. The life of a ‘Pastor’s Kid’ is an adventure. Each congregation
shapes and impacts a pastor’s family in a different way. This congregation has
helped our sons become the wonderful young adults they are and you continue to
even as they move into new seasons of their lives as Lewis and Charley graduate
from college and high school (we planned that well didn’t we – their graduating the
same year- very efficient!!). Bob and I and the boys are looking forward to sharing
the joy of their new adventures with you all on May 29th at a Poor House Open
House (there’s a little note in the newsletter about it). We hope you will come by and
enjoy some food and laughs with us!
Seasons change and they bring joy, challenges, laughter, and even sometimes
tears. As Resurrection People, our faith renews us throughout each season.
Yours in the journey and throughout all the seasons,
Pastor Santina
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May Scripture
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU........
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Hunter Toye
Gil Norris
Kelsey Birdsell
Marcia Curtis
Grady Birdsell
Leona Powell

Pastor Santina Away in May
Pastor Santina will be taking a week of study
leave to attend the Festival of Homiletics
(online!) the week of May 17th. Following
that, she will take a week of vacation leave
to celebrate the graduations of her sons:
Lewis (from Elmhurst University) and
Charley (Moline High School).

Thank You
I want to thank everyone for your
prayers for me, your notes and food
delivered to my door. Those words
of cheer mean so much. I don’t
know what God has in store for me,
but Hope Church is always there. It
has been quite a run for me. God
bless you all!
Yours in Christ,
Darrel Parker

Lectionary Bible Study Summer Break
Our Tuesday morning Lectionary Study group
will take a break this summer but will return in
September! Our final meeting will be June 8.
Hopefully when we return in September, we
will be meeting regathered in person (but do
not fear, we will always be able to Zoom with
anyone not able to attend in person). 

May 2

Acts 8:26-40
John 15:1-8

May 9

Acts 10:44-48
John 15:9-17

May 16

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
John 17:6-19

May 23

Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

May 30

Isaiah 6:1-8
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

Change of Address for Joanne Bowman
Joanne has moved to Florida and is enjoying
the sunny scenery in Rockledge. We will miss
seeing her here, but she is looking forward to
staying in touch with her Moline friends and
church family through notes and phone calls.
Please feel free to reach out to her anytime:
Joanne Bowman
3806 Sunnyside Court #10
Rockledge, FL 32955
321-735-4395
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Our Blessing Box: A New Way to Serve Our Neighbors
During the cold winter months, Hope UCC’s Mission & Outreach Ministry (M&O) was dreaming some big
mission dreams and forming some big mission plans! Reading and studying about the increasing food
insecurity statistics in the Quad Cities, this ministry prayerfully discerned a way that Hope UCC can make a
difference and share what we have with our neighbors. They learned that food insecurity in our community is
at an all-time high. According to River Bend Foodbank, “The number of people who don’t have enough food
to eat in the QCA has increased by over 50 percent since Covid…1 in 7 people and 1 in 4 children are food
insecure.” So, after much conversation and research, M&O found a way for us to help – a Blessing Box! The
Blessing Box is a small pantry containing provisions needed by our neighbors, donated and maintained by
Hope UCC members and friends. These provisions will include non-perishable food items, meal preparation
kits, personal hygiene, and household cleaning supplies. Other items may be included as the need is brought
to M&O’s attention. All donations will be organized through our M&O Ministry. Hope UCC’s Blessing Box
design and plan has been submitted and approved by our Trustees and Church Council and is currently
under construction thanks to Max Newton and Abby Beug. Hope UCC’s Youth Group will help complete the
construction in the weeks to come.
Although our church is located in a settled, seemingly economically
stable area, there is still need that goes unseen and unnoticed and
consequently, unmet. Our location, so close to the public library,
elementary & high schools, and bus routes, offers us an opportunity to
provide provisions in a dignified and accessible way to our neighbors.
Hope UCC’s mission is to share the love of God through Christ for all
creation and this Blessing Box is one of the ways we fulfill this mission.
This Blessing Box is an important way for our congregation to participate
in a vital mission regardless of age, physical ability, or Covid. We can all
participate in this mission in some way!
Our Blessing Box will be
installed on the eastern end of our
church sign on 41st Street. M&O
welcomes your thoughts and
comments regarding this special
project. If you have any questions
or would like to assist with the
planning and implementation of
this mission adventure, please let
Abby is trying the Blessing Box on for size! any of the M&O Ministry team
know: Jenny Hookey, Kathy
Hobson, Barb Hawotte, Charley Poor, Donna Werner, and Lisa & Brian

Coffee in the Park: May 16 at McCandless Park!
Please join the Mission and Outreach Ministry for Coffee Hour at McCandless
Park following worship on May 16. As you read in March’s newsletter, Hope
UCC has ‘adopted’ McCandless Park in order to help keep it clean and
enjoyable for the community. M&O thought it would be a nice idea to meet there
for Coffee Hour after church (we’ve all missed that time together!) and get to
know the park and what how we might help with its care. Please bring a chair
and your own beverages - maybe even your lunch! This beautiful park is
located at 1st Street & 7th Avenue in Moline. Please contact any of the M&O
Ministry with any questions: Barb Hawotte, Jenny Hookey, Donna Werner,
Kathy Hobson, Charley Poor, Lisa & Brian Williams.
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Welcome JL Simpson!
We are happy to welcome Pastor JL Simpson (they, them, their) to Hope UCC as our guest preacher on
Sunday, May 23rd. Pastor JL shared their biography with us so that we can get to know them better.
Pastor Jeff Lisa “JL” Ranier-Simpson currently resides in Davenport and serves as an Associate Pastor
at Metropolitan Community Church of the Quad-Cities, also in Davenport. JL will receive their Master of
Divinity degree, with a concentration in LGBTQ Religious Studies on May 14, 2021 from Chicago
Theological Seminary. Throughout their seminary education, JL focused on the dismantling of systemic
oppressive structures through a theological praxis, especially structures of anti-religious bias, heterosexism,
racism, sexism and speciesism. With a course selection that was heavily focused on Multi-Hermeneutical
Biblical interpretations, pastoral care and the intersections where Queer Theology connects with
Eco-Spiritualism, JL was the recipient of the 2020 CTS Castañeda Scholar Award and the 2021 Rabbi
Herman Schaalman Inter-Religious Leadership Award. They plan to be Ordained in the Universal
Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches later this year.
Prior to seminary, JL earned their BA in Psychology and an MBA in Marketing from St. Ambrose
University. In addition to working in Retail and Mental Health/Social Services fields, JL has a long history of
engagement and advocacy in the Quad Cities and Chicago areas. They founded QC Pride, Inc., a local
LGBTQ advocacy organization in 2008 and served as its president from 2008-2014. Additionally, Simpson
served as the first HIV+ Board of Directors member of the Quad-Cities AIDS Coalition from 1992-1994 and
continues to be active in that area sharing their experience as a 29-year survivor of the disease.
In combination with Pastoral ministry, Pastor JL hopes to continue advocating for marginalized
populations with a particular focus on the LGBTQ+* community, communities of non-Christian faiths, prison
populations and especially, our non-human Creation siblings. Additionally, Pastor JL hopes to find ways to
celebrate their Lakota Sioux ancestry, their passion for Spiritualist Mysticism and Christian identity through
creative liturgical rituals. JL identifies as someone who currently lives in the “in-betweens” of gender identity
and sexuality; an experience that has provided an empathetic consciousness with regard to the struggles
faced by all those living outside societal norms.
Youth Group News for May-June
Youth Group meets from 3:00-4:30 Sunday afternoons, unless otherwise noted for special events. In order to
faithfully and safely gather, all activities require properly worn masks and social distancing guidelines are
enforced. Please stay home if you do not feel well or think you have/have been exposed to someone who has
tested positive for Corona Virus. Thank you for complying with the safety guidelines – it is an act of caring and
loving our neighbors as we love ourselves.
May 2
John 15:1-8
Vine and Branches: Abiding in God’s love
May 9: No Youth Group
Please enjoy this day with your families celebrating our moms and all our female role models, mentors,
caregivers, and guides in our lives!
May 16: Youth Group Graduation Party
We will celebrate your promotions and graduations! Hooray for you and your achievements!
May 23 & 30: No Youth Group
Sorry about this, but Pastor Santina has children graduating on both of those Sundays! Yahoo!
June 6: Begin “That’s Ancient History!” Unit
1Samuel 8
Family Tree Activity
June 13
1Samuel 15
If I Were King…
June 20: No Youth Group
Please enjoy this day with your families celebrating our dads and all the male role models, mentors,
caregivers, and guides in our lives!
June 27
1Samuel 17
What kind of giant will you overcome?
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Covid Update at Hope UCC
How wonderful to be able to regather for in person and live stream
worship on Easter Sunday. To be the Body of Christ in this hybrid way once
again reminds us that God is still speaking and moving us to faithfully meet the
challenges that we continue to face with Covid 19. We are relieved and happy
to confirm that Hope UCC’s Church Council has approved our continued
regathering plan which means that we will continue to follow all safety
guidelines in the church building and sanctuary as we move forward with
worshipping in person. We understand not everyone is ready to regather in person or be in crowds of fifty or
fewer people, even with masks and spacing in place. There is no rush to regather. We will continue to
livestream and record all services so that folks can still join in and be in church together.
We know that church feels a little different with the safety guidelines in place. We hope that eventually we
can once again enjoy congregational singing, decrease the space between us in the pews, and have our
Fellowship Hour again. We have faith that day will come. Until then, we are grateful for your understanding
and support of the safety initiatives and guidelines.
Our state and county health organizations have made vaccines available to all in the community aged 16
and older. If you have not received your vaccination yet, we encourage you to do so. If you have had trouble
with an appointment, we can help with that. Also, if you need a ride to any of the vaccination sites, we can
help with that too. Please call the church office if you have any questions or would like any assistance with
obtaining a vaccination.
Report from the Treasurer
What follows is my quarterly report of Hope UCC’s finanes. These figures are accurate as of the last day in
March. As you can see we are financially sound as of the first quarter of 2021.
We are profoundly grateful for your continued support of Hope UCC as we stay connected as a faith
community in this time of social distancing and spiritual connection. Thank you for your generosity-your
commitment is vital to continuing our congregations ministries and commitments. If you have any questions
feel free to contact me, either by phone, email or in person.
Sincerely, Bob Tallitsch
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