December 30th, 2018
Feast of the Holy Family

General Parish Information / Informacion General de la Parroquia

Parish office phone: 229-924-3495

Parish e-mail: stmaryamericus@gmail.com

Parish website: www.stmaryamericus.com

Parish office hours: Tuesday-Friday: 9:00AM-4:00PM

Parish Staff and Contacts

Parochial Administrator: Father Samuel Aniekwe
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Bernie Bosse

Bookkeeper: Randy Vanderwilt

Bi-lingual Secretary: Mireya Lopez

Parish Council President: Lynn Ingle

Finance Committee Chair: Deacon Bernie Bosse
Security/Alarm System Caretaker: Chet Crowley
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE): Ron Akerman
RCIA (English): Deacon Bernie and Louise Bosse
RCIA (Spanish): Raul Yanez & Sara Rueda

Infants/Children Baptism Preparation (English): Deacon Bernie Bosse
Infants/Children Baptism preparation (Spanish): Juan Alejo and Angélica Sanchez
Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (English): Deacon Bernie and Louise Bosse

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

332 S. Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709

30 de Diciembre de 2018
Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia

Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (Spanish): Sara Rueda and Karina Rueda
Music Coordinator (English): Kathy Calcutt / Music Coordinator (Spanish): Martin Lara

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Rocio Aparicio

Altar Linens: Maureen Turner

Facilities Coordinator: Craig Martindale

Parish Council of Catholic Woman (PCCW): Carolyn Campbell
Knights of Columbus #7113 Grand Knight: Ron Akerman

SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY MASSES
Saturday: 5:30 PM (English)

Sunday: 9:30 AM (English); 11:30 AM (Spanish)
Tuesday thru Friday: 12 PM in chapel (English)

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptismal Preparation Class - Contact the pastor by phone
/email to register for a pre-Baptism class at least a month
ahead of a Baptismal date.

Marriage Preparation - Contact the pastor at least 6
months before the expected wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick — For Anointing or for emergency,
please call 412-606-7701.

Reconciliation - Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm or call Fr.
Samuel for an appointment.

Our Mission: We, the parishioners of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Americus, Georgia, share our diversity while em-
bracing our common Baptism by worshiping God, celebrat-
ing the Eucharist, honoring Mary, spreading the Word, and
serving others.

HORARIO DE LAS MISAS

Sabado: 5:30 PM (ingles)

Domingo: 9:30 AM (ingles); 11:30 AM (espaiiol)
Martes a Viernes a la 12:00 (ingles) en la capilla

INFORMACION SACRAMENTAL

Clases de Preparacion Bautismal - Por favor llame nues-
tros feligreses Juan y Angélica Alejo (229-591-9846) para
registrarse por platicas pre-bautismales a menos un mes an-
tes del Bautismo proyectado.

Clases de Preparacion de Matrimonio - Las parejas nece-
sitan comunicarse con el Padre por lo menos seis meses an-
tes de la fecha de la boda.

Sacramento de la Unciéon de un Enfermo - Para Uncién o
Emergencia, llamar 412-606-7701.

Reconciliaciéon - Sabado 4:00 pm a 4:30 pm o llame el padre
Samuel por una cita particular.

Nuestra Misién: Nosotros, los feligreses de la Iglesia Cato-
lica Santa Maria en Americus, Georgia, compartimos nuestra
diversidad mientras abarcando nuestro Bautismo comiin ado-
rando a Dios, celebrando la Eucaristia, honrando a Maria,
difundiendo la Palabra, y sirviendo a los demas.

Diocesan Office for Protection of Children & Youth (912) 201-4074/toll-free hotline is (888) 357-5330



FATHER SAM’S CORNER
December 30th, 2018

Feast of the Holy Family
Gospel: Luke 2: 41-52

Jesus, Mary and Joseph: The Model of Christian Family

The Feast of the Holy Family invites us to focus on the life of the family of Mary, Joseph and Jesus. This family of
three was the first Christian family on earth, and the model of all Christian families. They were the example of a good,
successful and holy family not because their family did not experience any challenges, rather it was because of their
strong faith in God, and the selfless love that were the foundation of their actions.

We notice these good qualities in the Nazareth family of Mary, Joseph and Jesus. Thus, when Mary and Joseph received
the message of Mary’s immaculate conception by an Angel their preplanned traditional marriage was seriously
challenged. However, with their strong faith Mary and Joseph were able to allow the will of God to trump their personal
marriage plan. Additionally, when it was time to deliver the baby Jesus, and there was no room, but due to the
understanding that existed between the two, Mary accepted to give birth to her baby in a manger without accusing
Joseph of being an irresponsible man like many would do. When the baby was born, Joseph and Mary never abandoned
their duties as parents, rather they worked as a team in the face of the challenges of raising of their son. Consequently,
when Herod wanted the head of the infant Jesus both of them fled to Egypt with their baby. They were able to overcome
these initial challenges of their parenthood because of the great love that united them in their actions and duties as
husband and wife.

In today’s Gospel, when the boy Jesus was missing among his kindred after the feast of Passover at Jerusalem, neither
Mary nor Joseph left the responsibility of searching for their child to the other; instead, both of them went back to
Jerusalem looking for him until they found him teaching in the Synagogue. And when they found him, Mary and Joseph
forgave the twelve-year-old Jesus for the pain of searching for him for three days. Also, Jesus pardoned his parents for
not knowing that it was his time to do the work of his Father.

The above short story of the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph reminds us that our families are not perfect like every
other families in the world. We can make mistakes and hurt each other, but that does not mean we shouldn't succeed as
a good, peaceful, loving and holy family if we can practice the good qualities of understanding, unity, selfless love,
faith, prayer life, trust, forgiveness and taking care of our little responsibilities like the family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
Therefore, the feast of the Holy Family calls us to have faith in God and allow the will of God to reign in our family, just
like Mary and Joseph did when they received the message of the mystery of the birth of Christ. Joseph and Mary urge
the parents to stick together in the face of the challenges of raising their kids as they did in today’s Gospel. Also, the
baby Jesus in this week’s Gospel is encouraging the children to be obedient to their parents as he was to Mary and
Joseph in Nazareth. Consequently, this part of Luke’s Gospel is asking all the families to tolerate and forgive the pain
caused by others as the Parents’ of Jesus and Jesus himself showed to each other when the missing boy Jesus was found
in the temple. Though our family now may not be a perfect one, the more we practice the above good qualities the faster
we become a successful, good and holy family.

Father Samuel Anickwe

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS

Please contact our office to request for a weekday or weekend Mass to be
celebrated for your intention. You can as well mail your intention with the
stipend ($10) to our church or hand them to Father Sam after Mass.

MASS INTENTIONS

12/29/2018 Sat 5:30PM  Angela Mercer
12/30/2018 Sun  9:30AM  St. Mary’s Parishioners
12/30/2018 Sun  11:30AM Hugh D. Slaton 111




LA ESQUINA DEL PADRE SAM
30 de Diciembre de 2018

Fiesta de la Sagrada Familia
Evangelio: Lucas 2: 41-52

Jesus, Maria y Jose: Modelo de Familia Cristiana

La fiesta de la Sagrada Familia, nos invita a enfocarnos en la vida de la familia de Maria, Jose y Jesus. Esta
familia de tres fue la primera familia Cristiana sobre la tierra, y, el modelo a seguir de todas las familias cristianas. Ellos
son ejemplo de bondad, logros y santidad, no porque esta familia no tuvieran la experiencia de sufrir serios cambios,
mas bien fue por su fortaleza y bondad basados en la unidad y el amor sin egoismo que fue la fundacion de sus acciones.

Observamos, todas esas cualidades en la familia de Nazaret. Ademas, cuando Maria y Jose recibieron el
mensaje del Angel sobre la Inmaculada Concepcion de Maria, ellos estaban planificando una boda basada en sus
tradiciones, la cual tuvo que sufrir serios cambios. Sin embargo, con su Fortaleza en la Fe Maria y Jose estuvieron
dispuestos a cumplir la voluntad de Dios y esta triunfo sobre sus planes personales de matrimonio. Y cuando llego la
hora de dar a luz al Nino Jesus, no tenian habitacion, pero, debido a la comprension que habia entre los dos Maria acepto
tener a su bebe en un pesebre, sin culpar a Jose de ser un hombre irresponsable, como lo hubiesen hecho muchas.
Cuando el bebe nacio, Jose y Maria nunca esquivaron sus responsabilidades como padres, ademas ellos trabajaban como
equipo para aceptar y guiar los cambios que deberian afrontar en el crecimiento de su hijo. Consecuentemente, cuando
Herodes deseaba la cabeza del infante Jesus, ambos huyeron a Egipto con su bebe. Ellos estaban dispuestos a aceptar
todos los cambios que la paternidad exigia por el gran amor que los unia en sus acciones y deberes como esposos.

En el Evangelio de hoy, cuando Jesus, estaba perdido en Jerusalen entre la multitud despues de la Fiesta de
Pascua, ni Maria ni Jesus dejaron sus responsabilidades de lado en la busqueda de su hijo, ambos regresaron a buscarlo y
lo encontraron ensenando en la Synagoga. El, apenas tenia doce anos, y, cuando lo encontraron, Maria y Jose le
preguntaron porque habia actuado de esa forma causandoles dolor tanto fisico como mental por su desaparicion y porque
no los habia seguido a ellos despues de la fiesta. Jesus, les replico: Ustedes saben que es tiempo de que me encargue de
las cosas de mi Padre.

Esta corta historia de la familia de Jesus, Maria y Jose nos recuerda que nuestras familias no son perfectas, cada
familia es un mundo. Podemos cometer errores y hasta herirnos unos a otros, pero, eso no quiere decir que debemos de
vivir sin bondad, paz, amor y alegria como familias que practicamos las buenas cualidades de entendimiento, unidad, fe,
oracion, verdad, tolerancia y amor sin egoismo; como la Sagrada Familia. Por lo tanto, en esta fiesta estamos llamados
a cumplir y que reine en nuestra familias la voluntad de Dios, asi como lo hicieron Maria y Jose al aceptar el misterio del
nacimiento de Cristo. Jose y Maria, aconsejan a los padres a permanecer unidos durante el crecimiento de los hijos y
aceptar los cambios que este genera. Tambien, fortalecer a los ninos en la obediencia, asi como lo hizo Jesus.
Consecuentemente, en el Evangelio de Lucas, esta llamando a la tolerancia y al perdon causado por otros, asi como lo
hicieron Maria y Jose cuando perdieron a Jesus en el Templo. No somos perfectos, pero, si practicamos las buenas
costumbres y cualidades, seremos una familia Buena y Sagrada.

Father Samuel Aniekwe

PETICION PARA INTENCION DE MISA

Por favor, comuniquese con nuestra Oficina, cualquier dia de la semana para Peticion de
Intencion de Misa. Usted, también puede enviarla via mail con el costo, a nuestra Iglesia
o entregarle el mismo al Padre Samuel en sus manos, después de la Misa.

MISA INTENCIONS

12/29/2018 Sat 5:30PM  Angela Mercer
12/30/2018 Sun  9:30AM  St. Mary’s Parishioners
12/30/2018 Sun 11:30AM Hugh D. Slaton 111




ANNOUNCEMENTS/ANUNCIOS

New Year Mass Schedule Ano Nuevo Misa
December 31 (New Year Vigil) 7: PM Diciembre 31 (vigilia de Nuevo) 7:00Pm
January 1 (New Year day) 9:30 Am 1 de Enero de 2019 ( Dia de misa) 9: AM

Pope’s Prayer Intention for December: As part of the Apostleship of Prayer and in union
with our Pope, please remember the following intention this month.

INTENTION: Universal — Evangelization — In the Service of the Transmission of Faith:
That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of
faith, may find, in their dialogue with culture, a language suited to the
conditions of the present time.

Oracion de Intencion, del Papa, para Diciembre: Como parte del
Apostolado de Oracion en unidn a nuestro Papa, recordar la oracion
del mes. INTENCION: Evangelizacion Universal, en el Servicio de
Trasmision de Fe: A esas personas que trasmiten nuestra Fe, que
puedan encontrar en su dialogo con cultura, un lenguaje adecuado a
las condiciones y actualidad de nuestro mundo presente.

OUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
Weekend Offertory Budget/Presupuesto = +Surplus/Sobre Deficit/Falta 2nd Collection
Dec. 2 $3,892 $3,121 $771
Dec. 9 $2,482 $3,121 $639 $976 Religious Retirement
Dec 12 &16 $4, 103 $3, 121 $981
Dec23, 24 704 Di Catholi
$4, 837 $3,121 $1,716 $704 Digcesan atholic

& 25



