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AT THE BEACH IN AUGUST

We will be having our annual Breakfast on the Beach on
August 10th, please try to arrive around 9 am. We will be
meeting at the Anna Marie Island Café located at 4000 Gulf
Drive, Holmes Beach. It’s easy to find, just follow Manatee
Ave W till it ends on
Anna Marie Island.
The parking and café will be right in front of you. We have
all been cooped up for a year, let’s all meet and catch up
with each other.
If you plan to attend, please call Joanie LeBaron at
941.243.0169 or email her at
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com.
The restaurant needs an approximate number.

GREAT NEWS FOR OUR
MEMBERS! WE WILL BE
MEETING IN PERSON
STARTING IN
SEPTEMBER!
Yes! We are finally getting back to
somewhat of a normal life, at least for those of us who have been vaccinated for Covid 19. We have a new venue for our luncheon, Cipriano Cucina and Bar. The restaurant is located at 3561 53rd Ave W, Bradenton. It’s in a strip center next to the Walgreens near the intersection of 34th St W
and 53rd Ave W. We will be selecting from entrees presented
by the restaurant and must be paid in cash at the meeting.
Our meeting will start at 11:30, and there is plenty of parking.
You will be sent more information in the next Newsletter.
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President’s Message for August
Breakfast on the Beach in August, in-person meetings beginning in
September and a March 2022 Scholarship Fundraiser that’s already
been scheduled – Wow, just pinch me, but this is beginning to feel like a
return to normalcy. I remember that the last in-person event that I attended was the March 2019 scholarship fundraiser. It’s been a long
wait. I am looking forward to welcoming our members at upcoming
events. You’ll find more details in this month’s newsletter.
On a more somber note, it seems our Manatee County commissioners
are trying to turn our county into the most restrictive of all by regulating
abortion. My head spins with stories of the antics of these commissioners and while I’d like to laugh, I know that this isn’t funny. So, as much as I would like to sit back
and relax and simply enjoy a year without Trump twitters and accusations, we simply cannot let
our guard down.
I was privy to a an in-person account of Trump’s Sarasota rally (notably missing our governor)
who told me the place was packed by young and old, black, white, Hispanic –all uniting to support
Trump. These people are big supporters of our governor whom they hope will become the next
president, but then they also felt confident that DeSantis would appoint Trump to a major position
within the White House. These people voted against Trump in 2020.
So, for me, this fight has come home.
Joanie LeBaron, DWC President
(Please note this letter was written in early August prior to the latest Covid uptick in cases.)

“Building Better Blue”
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida 65th
Convention
September 10-11, 2021

Annual

The DWCF Convention, breakout sessions and elections will be held virtually
via Zoom. Lunchpool will be the platform that we will use for the Saturday night Gala and Awards
event, similar to last year. There will be a virtual business meeting Friday morning, followed by
breakout sessions in the afternoon. Saturday morning will continue the business meeting. This is
an election year, so on Saturday afternoon, DWCF officers and region chairs will be elected for a
two-year term starting in January. The cost for all conventions meetings and the Gala will be $40.
If you would like to attend the virtual meeting, please contact

Joanie LeBaron, at

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com, 941-243-0169. No later than August 10th.

Tennessee Sends $500K to Farmers to Vaccinate Cows
But Won’t Incentivize Covid Vaccines Among Humans
Tennessee Governor Bill Lee (R) has authorized sending more than
$500,000 to farmers to vaccinate their cattle “against respiratory diseases and other maladies over the past two years” according to an Associated Press report, but is “far less enthusiastic about incentivizing herd
immunity among humans.”
Tennesee has one of the lowest vaccination rates in the country, with only 39.2% of the state vaccination fully vaccinated against Covid-19. BY: Alan Ryland, PoliticusUSA
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Trump Reportedly Thinks The
Capital Police Officers
Testifying On January 6th
Commission Hearings Are P*ssies

pendently. Trump has also maintained that these
men seem “broke[n]” by the events of Jan. 6, and
that they do not have the supposed toughness or
character of the law enforcement officers who,
on the whole nationally, still widely support
Trump and his policies.

Just when you thought the days of being subjected to Donald Trump’s terrible hot takes were
over, here comes one of his dooziest of doozies:
That the Capitol Police officers who are currently
testifying about the tragic events of January 6th
are total “p*ssies.”

While none of these comments are particularly
surprising — Trump’s natural reaction to being
attacked is to lob a few insults and hope those
eat up the news cycle — they’re still disheartening. There’s no way to erase the four years
Trump spent as president, and the damage
and division that he
caused both in our political system and to the
country at large will take
years to repair (if we ever
can). They’re also somewhat alarming, as Trump
really does seem to believe that these officers,
whose lives were very
much in danger on that infamous day, are — as
the Daily Beast puts it — “letting themselves be
used as pawns by anti-Trump Democrats, like
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), or simply despise
Trump and are Democrats themselves.”

It’s now been nearly seven months since MAGA
rioters stormed the Capitol Building at the obvious nudging of their idiot
leader — and thenpresident — Trump. Yet
the former prez, who famously fled hid out in a
bunker during BLM protests last year and is reportedly terrified of stairs and slopes, has taken
every opportunity during that time to play the
“Who, me?!?” game and deny that he had anything to do with the unnerving riots that left five
people dead.
As the Daily Beast writes:

Unfortunately, that kind of rhetoric on the Right is
spreading, with people like congressman Jim
In his retelling, Ashli Babbitt — who was shot
Banks (R-IN) — who Kevin McCarthy tried to
and killed trying to enter the House chamber on foist on the January 6th panel — suggesting to
January 6 — wasn’t so much a rioter as she was Fox News that these officers’ words and recollecan “innocent, wonderful, incredible woman.” And, tions are not their own. “You could tell at times
in Trump’s mind, some of the police officers who they didn’t write the statements,” Banks said.
defended the Capitol that day aren’t the real he- “They were merely reading them as they stumroes, calling them liberal “p*ssies” who loathe
bled over some of the words that they weren’t
MAGA, and outliers within a broadly pro-Trump
familiar with as they were reading.”
law enforcement community.
Team Trump did not respond to the Daily Beast’s
In private discussions this summer, Trump has
request for comment by the time the story was
told some people close to him that several of
published.
these officers strike him as weak and as
‘pussies,’ according to two sources familiar with BY: ASAWIN SUEBSAENG, The Daily Beast
the comments and who described them inde-

“Florida has disbursed 2 percent of rent aid as eviction moratorium ending
“The state of Florida has received more than $870 million from the federal government to make landlords whole and keep renters in their
homes during the pandemic, and expects to receive a grand total of
more than $1.56 billion as more money is distributed. It’s given out
around 2 percent of what it’s gotten so far.” By: Emily Mahoney, Tampa Bay Times
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Florida Republicans to hold
rally calling for exoneration
of Capitol rioters

“Join me to support our Patriots that have been
unlawfully arrested and detained without due
cause,” posted Quinn to her Instagram account.
Like Miguel, Quinn has consistently denied that
Joe Biden won the 2020 election, and she also
continues to deny that she lost her own election
to District 14 Congresswoman Kathy Castor who
won more than 60% of the votes.

Arguably, the state of Florida led the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
The Sunshine State now has more individuals
charged in connection with the attack than anywhere else in the nation. Florida also has the
most charges connected to far-right extremist
groups, like the Oath Keepers and the Proud
Boys.

After providing zero evidence, Quinn has
since dropped a lawsuit contesting her election
results and says she will run a third time in 2024.
Coincidentally, she’s still suing
local Trump supporters for stiffing
her with all the travel expenses to
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6

But this weekend, a handful of
Florida Republican candidates
will host a rally in Tallahassee
calling for Gov. Ron DeSantis and others to put pressure on
authorities to free the “political
prisoners” of Jan. 6.

As of now, charges against Florida rioters related to Jan. 6 range
from conspiracy; assault, including on a federal officer; civil disorder; violent entry; obstruction of
an
official
proceeding;
and entering and remainThe “Free Our Patriots Rally in Tally” will be Sating in a restricted building.
urday and is hosted by Luis Miguel, a far-right
Republican candidate looking to primary
Federal authorities have already arrested over
Sen. Marco Rubio. “Folks, The patriots who have 500 people suspected of involvement with the
been hunted down by the corrupt, communist
Capitol riot, and 60 of those are from Florida.
FBI are suffering. Many of them are veterans
who fought for this nation,” tweeted Miguel.
Meanwhile, 2022 Democratic gubernatorial can“Let’s do our part to ensure they’re liberated. We didate Charlie Crist has called on DeSantis to
can’t allow this in America. Be there at the Flori- publicly reject the conspiracy theory that Trump
da Capitol on July 10.
actually won the election, and to investigate Florida’s connection to the hate groups involved with
Miguel, who posts a near nonstop stream of con- Jan. 6.
spiracy theories from his Twitter account, has
criticized Rubio for things like getting a vaccine
“If Gov. DeSantis can’t admit the truth about
and voting to certify the 2020 election results.
something as simple as who the duly elected
Miguel also claims that the deadly Jan. 6 insurPresident is, is there anything he won’t mislead
rection that resulted in five deaths (including a
the public about?” said Crist. “Just as troublingly,
police officer) was in fact a “False Flag carried
his silence is empowering the hate groups that
out by a corrupt FBI to distract from the Election fueled the insurrection of January 6th. Floridians
Theft and target conservatives.”
deserve better.”
Tampa Bay Republican and two-time congres- So far, DeSantis has done neither.
sional failure Christine Quinn has also publicly BY: Colin Wolf, Creative Loafing Tampa Bay
stated that she will attend the event.

Transphobic sign outside of church in
blue state sparks protests
Even in some of the bluest, long-standing Democratic states in the
nation, anti-LGBTQ hate is still far more common than we might
want to believe. One recent example? As covered by local outlet WBZ 4, a marquee outside of a church in Medford, Massachusetts, horrified community members and resulted in peaceful protests. LGBTQ+ allies and advocates marched on one side of the street while some church members stood in front of the
church and sang from the Bible. BY: Marissa Higgins, Daily Kos
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Jim Jordan Says Democrats Are to Blame For
the Insurrection Because They
“Normalized Anarchy”
On the day Donald Trump took office, Americans took to the streets
in protests. The 4 years following saw plenty more protests against
the actions of Trump and police brutality.
The vast majority of these protests were peaceful. Some of them
did feature fights or looting, but there was nothing that could compare to the Trump supporters insurrection that happened on January 6th.
Republicans, of course, tried to say that the insurrection featured members of the Black Lives Matter movement or Antifa. But there has been absolutely no evidence of that. Still, that did not keep
Jim Jordan from rehashing the lie to try to explain what occurred in January.
Jordan was answering questions after Nancy Pelosi vetoed him off the 1/6 congressional panel.
The Ohio congressman was asked why the insurrection actually occurred. He told reporters:
“My answer is because what happened all last year. The Democrats normalized anarchy. They
normalized rioting and looting and rioters and looters attacks on law enforcement personnel, when
rioters and looters destroyed small businesses, what did Democrats did? They went out and raised
money to bail them out of jail and they continued to talk about defunding the police.”

Jordan was clearly placed on the panel by Kevin McCarthy to disrupt the proceedings and generally be a troll. And today, he proved that Pelosi made the right decision in removing him.
BY: Todd Neikirk, PoliticusUSA

Giuliani 'Willing To Go To Jail'
But You Will 'Suffer The
Consequences In Heaven'

"I'm more
than willing to
go to jail if
they want to
put me in jail.
In an interview with NBC New York 4, Rudy Giu- And if they do
liani unsurprisingly proclaimed his innocence of they're going
all charges he faces from FBI investigations.
to suffer the
Rudy says he was only doing his job as Trump's consequences in heaven, I'm not," Giuliani said.
personal lawyer when he went to Ukraine.
Spoken like a Lin Wood, Marjorie Taylor Greene,
or Sydney Powell evangelical. All of them are
disgraced Traitor Trump supporters.

What kind of personal lawyer to a president has
ever created a shadow State Department, for the
purposes of pressuring the newly elected leader
of a foreign government to dig up dirt on their
boss's biggest political rival? What kind of personal lawyer to a president allegedly attempts to
blackmail said foreign leader by holding back
millions of dollars in critical foreign aid unless he
complies? All of which, mind you, resulted in the
first impeachment of Traitor Trump.

Giuliani also did his Hunter Biden dance, claiming the Justice Department is applying a double
standard.

Like many Republicans, Giuliani is using the
"religious" right as a cudgel to defend himself
from the trouble he's in.
I have news for you, Rudy. If there is a heaven,
you won't be going. BY: John Amato, Crooks and Liars

But Rudy remains defiant.
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Kentucky Republican Compares Dr Fauci
With Cult Leader Jim Jones
Rep. Regina Huff, R-Williamsburg, tweeted photos of cult leader Jim Jones and top White House medical adviser Dr Anthony
Fauci Tuesday morning.
Apparently, Huff later clarified that she was talking about mandates for vaccinations, not the vaccinations themselves. That
people are free to choose whether to get vaccinated or not. So
helpful.

If voters keep electing internet trolls to their legislatures though this is the sort of thing they should
expect. But in Republican circles getting attention is what it's all about, even if you degrade political
discourse as Regina Huff just did.
Source: Louisville Courier-Journal
Kentucky's House Education Committee chairwoman is under fire after appearing to
compare efforts to encourage COVID-19 vaccinations to the Jonestown massacre.
Rep. Regina Huff, R-Williamsburg, tweeted photos of cult leader Jim Jones and top
White House medical adviser Dr. Anthony Fauci Tuesday morning.

DeSantis signs onto Supreme Court brief
supporting Mississippi effort to toss out
Roe v. Wade
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis joined ten other Republican governors
Thursday in asking the Supreme Court to essentially let states ban
abortion and regulate it in ways not currently allowed, the Tampa
Bay Times reports.
Why it matters: With the court’s newly-installed 6-3 conservative majority, this is the best chance
Republicans have had in decades to take on abortion rights.
What happened: The governors asked the court to reconsider its past decisions in 1973’s Roe v.
Wade and 1992’s Planned Parenthood v. Casey.
•

Those cases established and reaffirmed the national constitutional right to an abortion, though
Casey also made it easier for states to regulate abortion.

The brief DeSantis signed onto was filed in support of a 2018 Mississippi law banning abortions
after 15 weeks. Mississippi wants the court to overturn Roe and Casey.
Another brief filed by 228 congressional Republicans asked the same, writing that the rulings represent “a vise grip on abortion politics.”
The big picture: More abortion restrictions have been enacted across the U.S. this year than in any
other, according to a new Guttmacher Institute report.
Local angle: Manatee County’s commissioner recently proposed a bill that would limit or ban abortions there, even though Manatee has no abortion facilities.
Pro-choice protesters gathered outside the county administration building on Tuesday.
BY: Selene San Felice, Axios
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White parents claim calculation
error after two Black students get
high school's top honors: report
A high school in Mississippi is facing accusations of racism for naming two white
students co-valedictorian and co-salutatorian after the school had already announced a valedictorian and salutatorian, both of whom are Black.
After West Point High School students Ikeria
Washington and Layla Temple were
named valedictorian and salutatorian, respectively, the white
parents of two students met with
the superintendent of West
Point’s school district and raised
complaints that the school had
not properly calculated criteria
to determine the two designations, according to a New York
Times report.
After consulting the school's student handbook,
West Point's school district's superintendent
named the two white students as covaledictorian and co-salutatorian several days
later.

lutatorian, but instead attributed it to the high
school guidance counselor not being given accurate information on how to calculate the designations.
However, in interviews with the New York Times,
the families of Ikeria Washington and Layla
Temple, expressed frustration and confusion
with the outcome. The New York Times also reported that the families are considering suing.
A spokesperson for West Point's school district
was not immediately available for comment.
According to the Times, the initial
grade calculation was based on
quality point average, which gives
extra weight to grades from advanced placement courses. The
second calculation was based on
unweighted grade point average.
In the increasingly competitive nature of high schools, grades and
class designations are only becoming more scrutinized by potential colleges
and universities.

West Point is not the first school to raise questions around valedictorian designations this year.
In May, a high school student in Alpine, Texas,
Burnell McDonald, the superintendent, told Mis- argued that the school did not rank her grades
sissippi Today that race did not play a role in the correctly, claiming she did not rank third.
decision to name a second valedictorian and sa- BY CAROLINE VAKIL, The Hill

Playing politics’: Partisan divide evident in Polk as
Jan. 6 inquiry starts"While many Americans regard the insurrection,
which disrupted the counting of votes in the 2020 presidential election, as one
of the nation’s worst days, prominent local Republicans don’t see it that way.
‘I’d call it a protest with a little bit Of a riot in there because people damaged
stuff,’ said J.C. Martin, chairman of the Polk County Republican Party. ‘People
who damage stuff should be prosecuted. But it’s certainly not an insurrection
because insurrections don’t happen if nobody’s armed. It’s been so politicized by the Washington
Democrats, as far as they’re trying to make this like it’s some overthrow of the government kind of
thing. If people wanted to overthrow the government, I think they would probably have weapons.’”
BY: Gary White, The Ledger
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The 6 reasons Americans aren’t getting vaccinated
Reason 1: Lack of access, real or perceived
According to the Kaiser Family Foundation’s surveys, about 4 percent of Americans intend to get
the vaccine as soon as possible but haven’t yet
and another 12 percent are in wait-and-see
mode. Particularly among these segments of the
population, access is still likely a major barrier.
Reason 2: Covid-19 isn’t seen
as a threat
Even after the past year, some
Americans still don’t see the
coronavirus as a serious threat.
Maybe they’re young, seeing that
the virus isn’t as deadly for them
as it is for older groups. They
could be Republicans, who
bought into former President Donald Trump’s
claims that the coronavirus wasn’t a big deal and
that Democrats, experts, and journalists have
exaggerated its risk. Polls show both groups
tend to be less likely to want to get vaccinated.
Reason 3: Vaccine side effects
For some, the concern is the vaccine itself —
and particularly the side effects that can come
with it. These concerns can be about something
the vaccine really causes, like a day or two of
aches, fever, and fatigue or, in extremely rare
cases, potentially blood clots. But they can also
be about things that aren’t real or proven, like

other long-term health risks or unproven
claims about, for example, infertility.
Reason 4: Lack of trust in the vaccines
Beyond concerns about side effects, many of
the hesitant just don’t have much trust in the
vaccines. They may believe that the process for
the vaccines was too fast — it was, after all, a
record time from conception to
mass production. They may note
the vaccines aren’t even technically approved by the Food and
Drug Administration since the
agency has only authorized
them for emergency use.
Reason 5: Lack of trust in institutions

For some of the hesitant, the concerns may not
be about Covid-19 and the vaccines but the institutions that surround both. They may not trust
the government agencies or companies that
helped develop the vaccines. Or they may not
trust the health care system in general.
Reason 6: A variety of conspiracy theories
At least half the people who say they won’t get
vaccinated believe at least one conspiracy theory about the Covid-19 vaccines or vaccines in
general, according to a YouGov poll from May.
BY: German Lopez, Vox

Few Republicans and Republican-leaning independents express deep concern about addressing climate change: Only 10% call it a top personal concern, compared with a much larger share of Democrats and Democratic leaners (49%), according to a recent Pew Research Center survey of U.S. adults.
In last year’s presidential election, just 11% of those who supported Donald
Trump said climate change was very important to their vote. By contrast, a
majority of Joe Biden’s supporters (68%) described climate change as a very
important issue.

As we continue the fight against the Covid infections across the globe it’s interesting to see how
the different countries are trying to persuade their population to get the vaccination. Check out the
video from Southeastern Regional Hospital in North Carolina and another one from
London, England performed by the Official London Theater
SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

OFFICAL LONDON THEATER
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

Joa
nie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com
Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Regional Representative

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

