Marketing Research has shown 


that we have to see something 7 times before we notice it., 


the cardinal rule of 7.  

Memory research tells us 


we need to be told something 3 times before we remember it.  

While current marketing and memory research was not available to Matthew 


when he wrote his Gospel, 

the Latin phrase probably was, 

“Repititio est mater studiorum” 


or “repetition is the mother of studies.”  

Especially in an auditory world, 


where story telling 


and conversation were the mode of communication, 



not reading.  


If you wanted to get someone to remember a point, 



you repeated it often.

The Mandeville household is well aware of this fact 


after Eva received the fine book, 



“The Wonky Donkey” 




from a person who's identity will remain confidential for their safety.  



It is a fun book 




that repeats and builds 




line by line the plot, 





with plenty of Hee Haws in it.  

Eva, 


a non-reader, 



knows when to add the Hee Haws, 



due to repeated readings of the book. 


So if a 2 year old can do this, 



imagine the effect on an adult auditory centered audience.  

For the third time since chapter 16, 


we hear Jesus predict his betrayal, 


death, 


and resurrection.  

The editor in charge of the NIV phrases this section as 


“Jesus again predicts his death.” 

But is this prediction necessary to the plot line?  


Is it part of the discussion 


or does it keep repeating just so you will remember it?

While it is the gospel summarized, 


these summaries do serve the plot of Matthew's gospel.  

They are Matthew's signpost that we need to recalibrate our thinking.  


To remind us of the God that we serve 


and reorient our mindset in that direction.  

In chapter 20, 


this prediction of death 



falls between two episodes 




where the disciples are trying to figure out 





how to establish themselves in God's Kingdom 





where they feel they deserve.  



The first is Peter's asking what their status is, 




where Jesus tell the parable of the workers, 




with the last receiving the same as the first.  





A parable that addressed Peter's heart 






that desired to push others down, 






so he could be on top.  



Next week we will hear about the Zebedee Brother's Mother coming 




and asking that her sons sit at Jesus' right and left hand.  



Instead of looking down on others, 




the brothers wish to climb over the others.

Both of these actions are standard human ways of making it in the world, 


at least so we think.  

If I want to make it to the top of the Skagway food chain, 


how do I do it?  



One option is discrediting everyone else's work, 




and making mine look like the best.  



The other is climbing over everyone else 




and standing on top of them.  


It is the child hood game of “King of the Mountain” lived out.  



To be king, 




you either push the King off the mountain, 




or you climb over your friends to be the first one up on top.  



Those are the two most common ways of winning that game.  

But the gospel proclaims a third 

and radically different way of winning.  


The Jesus way.  


A way filled with grace and service.  

What does this way look like?  


It looks like Jesus, 



knowing the Jerusalem holds death for him, 




continuing on toward Jerusalem.  


Jesus ready to be pushed down off his throne, 


Jesus ready to be climbed over, 



and in the process of seemingly be pushed down and climbed over, 




defeating sin and death, 




and being raised to life with the father again, 



only now, 




death and sin no longer have power over Jesus or us.  

The words Jesus uses this time 


to describe what will happen 



reflect the rejection of the worlds ways of becoming King of the Mountain, 




of pushing down 




and climbing over.

Jesus is on the way to Jerusalem, 


and pulls off to the side of the road 



and tells them about this different way. 

It is a message that requires them to stop moving 


and to listen closely.  

Because they are indicted in this description this time.  


It is just them, 


they are the ones going up to Jerusalem, 



and they hear that the Son of Man will be betrayed 




to the chief priests and teachers.  

But who can betray you?  


Only those close to you.  


You can only be betrayed by those you trust.  



This circle of 12 on the side of the road are the ones that Jesus trusts.

This is also the combination of the previous two predictions.  


In chapter 17 



Jesus told them he would be betrayed in to the hands of men 


and in chapter 16 



he said he would suffer at the hands of the elders, 



chief priests, 



and teachers of the law.  

Now we hear that the betrayal leads to the Son of Man 


being given to the the chief priests and teachers of the law.  

A scenario that would be difficult to believe 


considering the circumstances.  



For these are the leaders of the faith in Jerusalem.  



These are the ones that study 




and encourage the Jews about the Son of Man's return 





and call for faithfulness until  he comes.  



They are the ones that Jesus will be betrayed to.  

You would expect that they would be the ones 


that would intentionally elevate Jesus to his rightful position.  


Instead they condemn Jesus to death.  

They should have cleared out 


and allowed Jesus to ascend to the top of mountain.  

Instead,


 they pushed him down 


and climbed over him to maintain their standing on the mountain.  

They didn't just push Jesus down, 


they turned him over to the Gentiles, 

who did not just push him down 

or climb over him, 


but dehumanized him 



by mocking and flogging him, 



and eventually putting him to death by hanging him on a cross.  

As Jesus hung on that cross, 


he could have brought himself down, 


he could of wiped out the guards around him. 

But instead, 


he hung there, 



voluntarily.  

He did not push anyone else down, 

or climb over anyone.  


Instead, 



he actually raised everyone else up 



and allowed us to climb over him.  

For our sin created a barrier we could not overcome.  


But Jesus took that sin upon himself, 


and allowed us to be right with God again.

Then the most amazing thing happened.  


The one who had been knocked down from the throne of heaven.  


The one who had been climbed over for Kingdoms to stay in place.  



Was raised to life.  



To that eternal life that we desire.  

He became the King of the Mountain 


by doing what our fallen nature finds absurd and ludicrous.  

He willingly goes to a place where he will die, 


so that we have another way to live.  

With Jesus' death and resurrection, 


we have a third option of how to get to the top of the mountain.  



We now can show each other grace 




and still reach the top of the mountain.  



We can now serve one another 




and reach the top of the mountain.

Before Jesus, 


both of these ways were foolishness.  

Someone will come 


and overtake you 


and push you off.  

But that has changed for one clear reason.  


Jesus has been handed over, 


he has been betrayed.  

The Greek rood word is the same for handed over and betrayed, 


“paradidomi.”  

It is the same word used in the Old Testament 


every time God handed Israel over to the nations for judgement.  


It means to “grant someone the opportunity to do something.”  

Both the religious elite of Judaism 

and the pagans 


are given the opportunity to place their sin upon Jesus.  

They hand him over for judgement, 


to pay a price that is not his, 



but ours.  


Jesus dies in our place, 



so that we can reach the top of the mountain.  

We do not have to push anyone down to get there, 

we do not have to climb over anyone either.  

Instead, 


we can bring others up with us, 


and help people climb over the the obstacles in front of them 



to make it to the top.  

Through grace and service, 


our lives are transformed.  

This detailed description of what Jesus will undergo 


will be another stark reminder to the disciples on that dark day 



to not forget what Jesus is doing.  

For this is the third time they have heard about Jesus' plans for Jerusalem.  


And on that day, 



when Jesus is handed over three times, 




first by the disciples themselves to the chief priests, 




then the chief priests to Gentiles, 




and the Gentiles over to death, 



they will remember the key points Jesus has been making all along.  




That there is a new way 





and Jesus has shown them how to live it out.  

Ironically, 


by laying down your life 


and dying to what you thought 



and welcoming what God has provided.

Jesus' phrasing of the gospel promise 


even demonstrates this humble posture.  

Jesus will not raise himself, 


but will be raised by the Father to new life.  

What is impossible for man, 


is not impossible for God.  

We thank God for the constant reminders 


that grace and service are the ways of his Kingdom.  

You have heard it enough 


to remember that, 

have you heard it enough 


to live it out as well 



and find yourself being raised to new life?
