As we continue our journey of our Biblical Responsibility 


of what it means to be Human, 



it is good to remember what we have covered so  far.  SLIDE
We are all from dust 


and to dust we will return, 

we are created male and female equally, 

we are all image bearers of God 


so we all reflect God's glory and honor in some way.  

As we dove deeper into what makes humans unique from other creatures, 


we saw that we alone appreciated and valued beauty 

and last week 


that we were all rulers, 



kings and queens who were called to rule and subdue.

So as we look today at our second role in Genesis, 


many of you will say, 



of course I do that.  


Many of you will also say, 



“I never would call it that.”  

Before I get to this mysterious title 


that most of you would be uncomfortable taking upon yourselves, 



but should, 

we need to look at some differences 


between Genesis 1 and 2's creation story.  

You may be aware 


that order matters in how we view things.  SLIDE
What is said first and last 


is often remembered more than what was in the middle.  

In other ways of laying out a story, 


everything builds around a center point 



and everything changes 



and depends on the center point to resolve the issue.    

In our two stories of creation, 


Genesis 1 takes the building from the first to the last approach, 



culminating with the creation of man ruling and subduing the earth 




that we covered last week.  



The Apex Creation of God's Temple.

When we move to Genesis 2, 


we don't find man at the end, 



but actually in the center of everything.  


He is the lynch pin 



on which the creation of God is dependent.  

Everything is almost ready to go, 


but there is no rain yet SLIDE

“and there was no man to work the ground,” 



in verse 5. 

So man is created.  


God makes a garden 



and puts a man in it to take care of it.  

In Genesis 2's creation story, 


the only paragraph not talking about man is verses 10-15.  SLIDE
These are addressing the other issue that was needed for the garden to grow, 


the water.  



So it tells that there are rivers to provide water 




instead of rain.  


Which is interesting from a developmental standpoint.  SLIDE


Ancient Near East cultures like Babylon and Egypt 




thrived because they developed near the major rivers, 





so they were not dependent on the rain.  


In the Israelites being called to the “Promised Land,” 



they moved to a place that was dependent on the rain for crops.

Now that the garden is growing in verse 16, SLIDE

we again repeat that man was put in there to take care of it 



with the restrictions on the two types of trees not to eat.  

Then God realizes that the call to steward all of this 


can not be done by one person alone.  



So a helper is sought out from all the animals that man names, 




but no one fits the full bill as a helper.  

So our next step is


 for the man to be put to sleep 


and a rib is used to make woman 



and all of the praises for her follow.  

In pre-marriage counseling, SLIDE

a common use of this line, 



would be to point out that the rib comes from your side 




so you should walk side by side.  

2 weeks away from my 11th Anniversary 


and a broken rib or two down the road, 



I hear that description as a little narrow.  
The broken ribs reminded me that yes,


 ribs are on my side.  


But they are also before me 


and behind me.  



So there have been times when I have needed to lead, 



there are times when she needed to lead 




and I needed to follow, 



and there have been times when we were doing our best work side by side.  


There were no hard and fast rules 



and it could change with every breath 



or a simple change in circumstances.  

So the world is created 


and ready to go 



because humans are in the garden to work it



and there is river water.  SLIDE
But all of this has not pointed to humans as rulers and subduers.  

Instead, 


this whole story of Genesis 2 



has pointed to a different function of humans.  

We will readily accept the title of stewards SLIDE

or maybe servants of creation.  

We prefer specialty names like farmer, 


rancher, gardener, biologist, wildlife manager, 


veterinarian, or environmentalist.  

The problem with these titles 


is that they put boundaries up 



and attempt to get us off the hook.  




I am not an environmentalist or a marine biologist, 





so I don't need to worry about what I throw into the ocean.  


But I would want to point out 



that there was not a domain of life 




that was set outside of our purview, 



other than the tree of life 



and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  




The latter we later brought in via rebellion.  



But creating life is out of our purview 




as many couples know all too well.  





We think we know the ideal time to have a baby 






and then there is when God gives you the baby.  SLIDE
So is not parenthood a call to be a steward of creation.  


As is firemen, police officers, construction, 


working for the DOT, architects, doctors, and school teachers.  

I would challenge you to name a profession 


that does not have a call to steward this creation.  

If we are making things better for humans, 


we are stewarding creation, 



because human beings are part of this creation.  


Remember, 



we were made by God.  SLIDE
I think that the group of third to sixth graders at our school


showed a depth of thinking in naming their group, 



“Planet Protectors.”  


They did not focus just on recycling, 


or gardening, 


or picking up trash.  

They had a glimpse to the fact 


that every aspect of care for this world was necessary.  

We are called to take care of the whole temple of God, 


not just our room.

At this point, 


you may think that the second title that you are to have is steward.  

That could work, 


but I think we could let that slip off too easily 


and not fully embrace our full calling.  

Instead, 


I would encourage you to view yourself 



as a title that I sometimes cast off.  SLIDE
That of the title of “Priest.”  

Now, I avoided that title more during the first 7 years of my ministry, 


because it came with the association that priests could not marry.  

Dating in Skagway was hard enough as it was 


without everyone assuming you are off the market.  

But once we set aside that incorrect assumption, 


we can really step into the great and high calling we have 



as Priests of God.

Remember your Old Testament stories, 


what did the Priest of God do?  

A priest serves God 

and passes God's blessings on to others.  


Just as we had in the call to worship this morning from Numbers 6.  SLIDE


“The high priestly blessing of Aaron.”  


We are asking the Lord to bless, 


keep, 


make his face shine upon us, 


be gracious, 


lift his countenance to us, 


and give us peace.”  

How do we do that practically? 
Let's look closer at Genesis 2:5.  


No shrubs or plants yet existed.  

The word 'plant' 


is the same in Genesis 1 and Genesis 2.  

Genesis 1 spells out that these are seed bearing plants.  


But the Hebrew word Eh-seb 



means edible plants.  



Plants that we 




and the rest of creation can eat.  

Without us and water, 


there were no such plants to be eaten by us 


or the animals that moved along the ground.  

What are the two ways drought happens?  


By the rain waters not coming 


or by man stopping the water 



or destroying the ground.  

Those are the two root causes of drought, 


or barrenness, 


of the earth not providing food 



to the rest of creation to sustain it.  

From the very beginning, 


we have had responsibilities beyond ourselves 



to the rest of creation.  

We are not just one animal among many.  

We have been called to take care of all of creation 


as God's hands and feet.

We see this happening in Noah's call to build an Ark.  SLIDE

By doing so 



he helped keep the world running 




as it was created




but improved afterwards.  

Our job as priests of God 


is to “facilitate the world's optimal functioning.”  


To make it work as best as possible.  

How are we to do this?

When we look at priests in the Tabrenacle of God, 


we see them do two things.  



“Guard” and “Minister.”  



Or “Keep and Serve” is a less wordy way of saying Samar and Abad.  

These are the words we would have read in Genesis 2:15. 

15 The Lord God took the man 



and put him in the Garden of Eden 




to work it 




and take care of it.  

Abad or work, 


as scholar Iaian Provan points out, 



also has an element of 'serve' to it, 



to serve a ruler 




or serve God.  


This further supports the idea of servant King that we looked at last week.

What this idea also does, 


is eliminates the idea 



that the Garden of Eden was a perfect Utopia t




hat we are trying to get back to.  

Yes, 


creation was very Good, 



but it was not done.  SLIDE

The materials were all present, 



but the work was yet to be completed.  

That was our calling as Priests 


to work it 


and take care of it, 



to shape it into the full potential.  
We tell each other stories to make things more bearable, 


but often loose the truth in the process.  

They tell you pregnancy is only 9 months, 


then the hard work is over, 


then it gets better after the terrible 2s, 


then it is easy until the teen years, 


then how many of you thought it would be easy after they moved out of the house



 and instead worry and fret more?  

We also tell ourselves that before was better 


when everything was simpler.  



If we could just go back.  

But in case the idea that we are to be working 


and improving the temple 


and bringing it to its full glory as its priests is not clear.  

To keep what is good 


and serve what needs to be adjusted is our job, 



we need to look at Revelation 21 




and see that in the Garden, 



the temple there is not two people, 



two trees 



and a river.  


Instead, 



it is a city, 



within a garden, 



with millions of people, 



with trees bearing fruit all year long, 



with a river flowing through it 




and everyone reflecting God's glory.  

This has been our call as God's priests since Exodus 18 


when we were told, SLIDE


“Although the whole earth is mine, 



6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests 




and a holy nation.’”   

Getting rid of humans 


won't make the earth a better place.  

Ignoring our call to be priests of God in all we do, 


won't make the world a better place either.  

In all we do, 


we are to be Keeping and Serving.  


Guarding and working, 



so that God's creation remains, 




but is reaching its fullest potential, 



not just for humanity, 




but for all creation.  

Which is why all creation groans along with us 


for us to follow our Lord's leading 



as Priests and Kings 



to do the work for which we were created in both stories.  

Let us serve God 


and pass on his blessings to others 



in all aspects of our lives,


as the Priests of God.
