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Should Israel Celebrate
Thanksgiving?

?
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We know that this teaching will not make us very popular among Christians or Messianics who
love the Thanksgiving holiday, but if you are moved please read to the end and then let the Ruach
ha’Kodesh tell you if this is for you. We have had people ask us why we don’t celebrate Thanksgiving
anymore so this article is our response.
Frankly, it was a question that we, as a family had to spend some time processing. We generally
loved the holiday like most other Americans. Yet, like most “Hebrew Roots” believers we were totally
confused as to whether we should celebrate it or not. It ended up that
Thanksgiving was the last of our childhood celebrations to go.
As we discovered, when you ask Papa to teach you -- get ready
for a ride! He will normally ask you to let go of something––something
you grew up with. So, we are so very sorry to throw a wet blanket on
yet another tradition that we have all grown up with but Papa taught
us not to touch Thanksgiving anymore.
So, we humbly offer the following article showing what YHVH
taught us about Thanksgiving. Perhaps this is not a salvation issue
and perhaps this isn’t your path right now, but if you have wondered
if Israel is to celebrate Thanksgiving read on. If this is something The

Ruach ha’Kodesh wants to convict you on, she will –– or maybe it’s not time yet.

6 reasons why Israelites who believe in Yahshua
should not partake in Thanksgiving...

As people reject the pagan holidays (Christmas and Easter) and come out of Babylon, the winter
season becomes hard, especially when the call of family is ever present to join them for their holiday
gatherings. Therefore, many Hebraic believers (Ephraim / Israel) are happy to have at least one day a
year they can share with family and friends. Hence, they get somewhat reluctant and a little defensive
at being invited to take a close look at Thanksgiving, because it feels like this is the one day that they
can (in semi-okay conscience) get away with celebrating with their pagan families. And they don’t
want that taken from them. It’s understandable. Isn’t this path hard enough? Most people believe that
Thanksgiving is not only all about being thankful and having quality family time, but it doesn’t appear to
have its roots in paganism and some preachers actually say it has its roots in Sukkot. Therefore, one
might feel that one can join their families and friends for this feast, even if Christmas and Easter are
taboo.
We totally understand and feel your pain, as we have had the same pain. But we want to suggest
that set-apart believers (true Israel) should not be celebrating Thanksgiving. And here are our reasons
why. Take them or leave them, you will ultimately answer to Yahshua, not us. So, invite the Ruach
ha’Kodesh to give you wisdom and may the timing be right for you...
1) Thanksgiving, like most of the pagan holy days, is set apart like a Shabbat.
It is a counterfeit day of rest. A counterfeit Shabbat.
We feel that the number one biggest reason for not celebrating Thanksgiving is that like most of the
pagan holy days, Thanksgiving is set apart like a Shabbat. But it is a counterfeit Shabbat. Thanksgiving
is treated as a day of rest. But according to Yahovah there is only one day of rest, that is his Shabbat
(weekly and annual). We are supposed to work for six days (Day 1 to 6 or Sunday to Friday) and rest
for one (Day 7 or Shabbat/Saturday). To add another annual Shabbat whenever we want it would be to
add to his Torah, would it not? He said there were 7 annual Shabbats that we were to set aside. But he
never said that Thanksgiving was to be one of his days of rest. Unfortunately, this holiday, along with
the other American ones are ha’Satan’s counterfeit annual “shabbats.”
If you are celebrating the Mo’edim found in the Covenant and you invite your extended family
to join you for them, we bet that your family refuses to join you. Right? Most of ours does. They won’t
gather with you for a Feast during YHVH’s Holy Days that you host, but they insist that you must meet
them on their holy day. You are pressured to join the family and not disappoint them. Does this sound
familiar? YHVH (Papa) warned Israel over and over to not join with pagans in any manner––no matter
who they were (family or not).
Society treats Thanksgiving as they do Christmas–as a holy day of rest. Remember that there is
a counterfeit to everything that is True. Pagans practice “sanctifying” certain days of the year. They (I

used to do it too) sanctify Thanksgiving in a very similar way to how Yahovah asked us to ‘sanctify’ His
holy days. Notice how the day is treated, very similar to his true Shabbats:
•

A specific day is set aside to participate in a specific tradition (as is YHVH’s Shabbats / Feasts)

•

Their holy day repeats every year (annual) (as do YHVH’s Holy Days)

•

Their holy day has a particular theme to it (as do YHVH’s Mo’edim)

•

You are to to assemble together (as YHVH commands us for his annual Mo’edim)

•

Celebrators thank and bow down to the god of whom they are honoring for that god’s provisions
(as we do during YHVH’s Mo’edim)

•

Ideally, you are to rest and not work (YHVH commands rest during his weekly and high
Shabbats)

•

Celebrators get Thanksgiving off from work (as we are to do for YHVH’s Mo’edim)

•

Thanksgiving is a government mandated days of rest (as is YHVH’s Holy Days for his
government / people)

•

Most businesses close down (as YHVH would expect from business owners on his Holy Days.
In Europe it is actually against the law to be open on certain government-mandated holy days.)

•

People save up money and vacation days so that they can make a pilgrimage to ‘the feast’
and travel to meet with friends and family (as we are to do for YHVH’s 3 Pilgrimage Feasts)

•

If one has to work on this special day the law says that an employee who works on a high
holiday must be paid double time (YHVH makes no provision or exception for anyone to work
on his Shabbats in his Royal Law)

•

The grocery shopping and baking is done before the big event (as we do on Prep Day for
Shabbats)

•

Family and friends are invited over for the feast (as YHVH commands us to assemble for his
Mo’edim)

•

Everyone dresses up and the table fineries are set out (as YHVH requires us to put forth our
best when coming before him)

•

Prayer and thanks is said out loud to their god (We are to praise YHVH and remember his
Creation and his commands on Shabbat)

•

A celebratory / covenant meal is shared (We are to eat before him on his Holy Days)

•

People delight in the day and its festivities (as we are told to do with Shabbat)

If you’ll notice all these things listed above help to set Thanksgiving apart from other days. The
way it is celebrated copies YHVH’s commands regarding how to celebrate HIS Shabbats. Now, any
person who is to submit to YHVH’s Royal Law as their authority and has the ability to repent can see
that Thanksgiving is a counterfeit high shabbat! They are counterfeit holy days my friend! Crafted by the
Devil himself to keep us serving other gods who ultimately keep us distracted from repenting.
The Scriptures classify nations and peoples who worship and sacrifice to gods other than Him
as pagans. And worship is defined as something that you give your heart over to in exchange for life.
Look around you. People give their heart over to the god of the Holiday Season in order to have life
(family, rest, peace, good times, memories, vacation etc). We had to look closely at ourselves when we
repented.
Did Yahovah’s definition of a pagan include you before you repented? How about most of your
family and friends? We and our family were pagan for nearly 33 years until we heard the truth and
began to obey Yahovah. My extended family continues to practice pagan ways. What makes us so sad
for Papa (Yahovah) is that most every Christian in America will keep this high day of Thanksgiving and
set it aside without question. But ask them to celebrate and keep Yahovah’s Annual High Shabbats and
they break out in hives–doing everything in their power to convince themselves that those were done
away with at the cross! It is truly appalling!
2) Thanksgiving is the kick-off to the Christmas season.
We feel that the second biggest reason for not celebrating Thanksgiving is that Thanksgiving
is the kick-off to Christmas. Years ago, Yahovah taught us through revelation (a Daddy’s slap on the
hand!) that Thanksgiving kicks off the whole “Christmas Season.” Thanksgiving is the opening act for
Christmas. It’s true. And it is no small matter! They are connected at the hip. The snare lies in its subtlety.
It seems so innocent and good: getting together to give thanks and enjoy family. What can be wrong
with that? Seems innocent enough. But we must look at the holidays we celebrate and understand
what they are really about, why and where they originated before we celebrate them. Because when
we celebrate something that means that we are agreeing with it. And that is a big deal to Papa! We pay
homage to something or someone by joining in a celebration done in their honor, or in that god’s honor.
Look closely at Thanksgiving. Just think about it for a minute:
During Thanksgiving the stores, houses and yards begin to get decorated. They are decorated
with the pagan festival of Christmas. Big red flag right there.

Also, people decorate themselves with jewelry, clothes and colors associated with the holiday of
Christmas. Doing business around town this past few weeks I’ve seen more and more people decorated
like billboards toting trashy tinsel and Nimrod’s balls fashioned to their shirts. Big red flag.
Wreaths, garlands and even Christmas trees are put up for the Thanksgiving meal or at least they
are put up that weekend, as is tradition. Big red flag.
Christmas lights shine out into the darkness of the winter nights (By the way: a counterfeit
Chanukkah, Festival of Lights). Christmas music begins to play in the stores as people are preparing
for Thanksgiving. The music is also played in homes and begins to play on the radio that day. The music
gets you in the “spirit of things” and brings your heart into the festivities of the occasion. Big red flag.
Salvation Army bells are established outside of stores ringing ‘tis the season to give.’ Christmas
commercials on TV and the internet ramp up that day. The day after Thanksgiving is Black Friday–the
day society nearly forces you to start your Christmas shopping. Cyber Monday is the Monday after
Thanksgiving. Big red flag.
It’s plain nuts! Christmas starts with Thanksgiving. They are almost one in the same.
3) The history of Thanksgiving is disgusting.
We feel that the third reason for not celebrating Thanksgiving is that the story is American
propaganda. Our American history textbooks are wrong. They fed us and are still feeding our children
propaganda and lies. The actual history of Thanksgiving is appalling. It was “founded” on murder,
raping and pillaging. It was a meal the Puritans had to celebrate the massacre of a tribe of Indians.
Want to know more about this? Study it. Google it. Go to the library. Or check out this little funny video
for starters.
4) The proclamation that President George Washington made regarding it.
We believe that the fourth reason Israel should not celebrate Thanksgiving is found in its
origination and that it was created as (or eludes to being) a counterfeit Yom Kippur, Pesach and Sukkot.
On October 3, 1789 President George Washington made a proclamation that “began” the observance
of Thanksgiving, though it was President Lincoln who made it a National holiday. Washington never
mentioned the pilgrims once in his proclamation. Instead, he said it was to be set side as “a day of
personal and national repentance.”
Strange.
It appears that Washington was creating a counterfeit Yom Kippur, Pesach and Sukkot. Perhaps
he didn’t intend this, but maybe the spirit behind it did. In his proclamation he emphasized a “public
day of thanksgiving and prayer” focusing on personal and national repentance. For a Biblical Feast
keeper that should be a red flag. A Feast keeper knows what that proclamation sounds like: the Day
of Atonement, Pesach and Sukkot all wrapped up into one. What President George Washington was
doing was helping to establish a counterfeit holy day to YHVH’s true Holy Days. Whether this was his
intention or not it doesn’t matter, this act tries to add to the holy days required by the Torah of a believer

or keep them from participating in the 3 Mo’edim that cover personal and national repentance.
5) Many people say that Thanksgiving’s roots are based in Sukkot. We do not believe so.
We believe that the fifth reason Israel should not celebrate Thanksgiving is that Thanksgiving can
not possibly have been Sukkot. Thanksgiving is in November. Sukkot is earlier in the Fall (Sept or Oct).
Trying to justify the celebration of it by saying it is a ‘kind-of Sukkot’ is ludicrous, because it is plainly
not Sukkot. President George Washington did not refer to Sukkot when he was making a proclamation
about it. It was his own creation. Look at the differences:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Sukkot goes for 7 days. Thanksgiving is 1 day.
Sukkot happens around September or October (in Yahovah’s 9th month). Thanksgiving
happens the end of November (nearly 2 months after Sukkot).
Sukkot’s holiday fair is etrog (lemon) and the Bread of Life (Yahshua). Thanksgiving’s holiday
fair is turkey, pumpkin pie and gluttony. Eating of Yahshua would mean repenting and leaving
pagan traditions.
Sukkot is about learning to live together in shalom. Thanksgiving started as a celebration of
destroying the Indian families.
Sukkot is a holiday instituted by Yahovah and recorded in the Torah. Thanksgiving is a holiday
instituted by man and not recorded at all in the Scriptures.
Yahovah commanded Israel to keep the annual feast of Sukkot. The US government commands
that the American people keep Thanksgiving (obeying man not God).
Thanksgiving is not on Yahovah’s calendar for Israel. The date for Thanksgiving was chosen
and fixed on the pagan or Gregorian calendar by the US government. Yahovah’s holidays are
not obliged to the pagan calendar and were not set by any government of man.

We care very deeply about what god we are honoring. Do you? You want to give thanks to your
Creator? You feel Thanksgiving is a good time to do that? Why not thank him on the days he set apart
for you to do that (or on every day that you breathe) instead of waiting to do that on a day he never
sanctified.
If you call yourself a believer in Yahshua; if you call yourself part of Israel and lovers of the
Creator then you will bust your backside to show up for his Holy Days––the ones he has ordained to be
Shabbats (rest days). These are days established by Yahovah and found in the Scriptures. To show up
for a man-made counterfeit shabbat and ignore those that are commanded in the Royal Law isn’t going
to look very good for you when Yahshua judges us on our actions.
6) Unlike Chanukah and Purim, Thanksgiving and other American “national”
holidays are not found anywhere in the Scriptures.
The sixth and final reason we do not believe Israel should keep Thanksgiving is because it is not

found anywhere in the Scriptures. We are Israelites first. Therefore, our allegiance should lie with true
Israel and its national festivals.
We and our ministry are accused of living a contradiction by condoning Chanukah and Purim
(which are not commanded by YHVH) while condemning Thanksgiving (which is also not commanded
by YHVH). So we address that here briefly:
The question on the table is: “Should we celebrate Chanukah and Purim since they are not
officially mentioned and sanctioned by YHVH in the Torah.”
The important difference is that Chanukah and Purim are both in the Bible; Thanksgiving is not.
People who teach against Chanukah and Purim ignore the fact that not only are these 2 festivals a real
part of Israel’s recorded history, but they mark very important moments in Israel’s history when YHVH
delivered Israel. No, YHVH did not breath out the command to keep them at Mt. Sinai (the events they
commemorate hadn’t happened yet,) but they are 2 festivals found in the Scripture that Israel’s leaders
(filled with the Ruach ha’Kodesh) proclaimed for all of Israel to keep so that they would remember that
YHVH came through for his people! To ignore these 2 festivals that mark how YHVH delivered Israel is
to propagate Israel’s disease of forgetfulness among our children.
In both stories the commands to keep these festivals were sent out to all of Israel (not just
Judah). Both Chanukah and Purim are as much Ephraim’s festivals as they are Judah’s. Chanukah was
prophesied in the Book of Daniel, it is also mentioned in the Gospels. The historical account of the first
Chanukah is found in the Apocrypha which was part of the 1611 King James Version and considered
Scripture until the 1800’s when it was removed (just prior to the legalization of Christmas in this country.)
The account of Purim also is in the very Scriptures we all hold in our hands––It really blows our
minds that people reject Purim when it is found directly in the Scriptures! One reason the detractors like
to give is that the name of YHVH is not in the Book of Esther. The problem with that argument is that
large portions of Esther (the story of Purim) were removed a couple hundred years ago––the parts that
DID have YHVH’s name. Those parts (the rest of the story) can be found in the Apocrypha and YHVH’s
name is all over it!
Chanukah and Purim were established for Israel to remember what YHVH did for them.
Thanksgiving was not.
Of course we recognize that both festivals (Chanukah and Purim) are not High Shabbats and
neither of them are found in the Covenant. We also recognize that to celebrate them requires a person
to exhibit a large amount of healing and freedom in order to see the beauty of these festivals––and
not many people walk in that amount of freedom. To celebrate these festivals is to remember and love
YHVH –– extravagantly. To fully understand these festivals we must dig, study and use our hearts to call
up understanding. Outside of the historical aspect of these festivals they both have deep and prophetic
meaning for believers who live under the New Melchizedek Covenant:
•
•

Chanukah is about cleansing and re-dedicating the temple (our heart) to its intended original
and created purpose –– incredibly important in the life of a priest.
Purim is about learning how to approach the King –– crucial when each of us will be coming
face-to-face with our King one day in the future!

To top it off, Chanukah, the Feast of Dedication is a festival that Yahshua went up to celebrate
when he was here. Of course, there are teachers who say that he “went up” to the Feast of Dedication
to speak against it. But if you look at his life as a big picture, that was never his tradition. He didn’t attend
pagan festivals to speak against them. There are no examples of that. He went up to the Feasts and
Festivals of Israel to interpret them. Consider what he did only 2 months before Chanukah. He shows
up at Shemini Atzeret (the Last Great Day). He stands up during their water libation ceremony and
proclaims, “Come to me all who thirst, drink from me and from your innermost being will flow streams
of living water....” He interpreted the Feast. Speed forward and we discover that during Chanukah (the
Festival of Lights) he healed a man born blind and he proclaimed, “I am the light of the world!” Bingo!
Now we know some more about what this festival is about.
Just because both of these festivals have been tainted and transformed by secular Israel into folly
over the millennia does not make them disposable. They started out as markers that Israel’s leaders
established for us to remember YHVH’s ability to deliver Israel from her enemies. Instead of rejecting
these festivals the original idea of them needs to be reclaimed and their New Melchizedek Covenant
meaning discovered by Yahshua’s priests! They can be reclaimed, because they were created and
started out good. Their origins were established by servants of the Most High.
Thanksgiving can not be reclaimed it because it was never good. Its origins were folly and it was
established by people who broke the Royal Law and did not honor YHVH. Thanksgiving started out
as a celebration of a slaughter that was never condoned by YHVH. It is not a remembrance of YHVH
delivering Israel. It is a remembrance of posers who said they were Israel taking what did not belong
to them. American Christian and Messianics have taken a celebration not found in the Scriptures and
tried to sanctify it while forgetting or trying to demonize the 2 festivals that are found in the Scriptures.
Of course, we don’t keep Chanukah or Purim like they are set-apart Shabbats or commanded
days of rest, but we believe Israel should rise up and let go of Thanksgiving! We believe Melchizedek
Israel should reclaim Israel’s 2 festivals (Chanukah and Purim) and remove the folly that has been
attached to them and help to restore them to their original job. These festivals are incredibly prophetic
and contain pearls of great value. I feel sorry for those that have been taught enmity to them. They are
missing out.
A few things you might want to pray about...
If you get defensive about this, maybe ask YHVH to teach you. That is what he did for our family.
He taught us, He opened up our eyes to it. Let him do that for you. We won’t be able to convince you.
All we can do is share our journey, wisdom and convictions.
If you are inclined to dismantle the hold of Thanksgiving in your life, then don’t set it apart or make
the day of Thanksgiving special in any way! Keep it as a work day––as it is. Don’t gather together at all.
Just treat it as any other day. If you do this then pretty soon you will truly forget man’s holy days and live
in YHVH’s rhythm. And all pagan celebrations will just give you a stomach ache. It will help you realize
that you live in exile. It will deepen your longing for the day YHVH plants you in the Land among people

who love him.
Worried about not being able to give a collective “Thanks?” Well, remember that there are PLENTY
of Holy Feasts and Festivals in the year for true Israel (believers in the Messiah) to come together,
get plenty of joy and have time to give thanks. Consider letting go of Thanksgiving and the counterfeit
holy day it is. Instead, assemble with or invite your friends and family to celebrate a true holy day that
actually honors the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. If they won’t come, oh well. Don’t go their way.
Go YHVH’s way.
Ask Papa if honoring Thanksgiving pleases him. If you have practiced surrendering to him
and practiced listening to him then he will tell you. Yahovah bless you in your travels. Here’s some
suggestions to keep you from feeling ripped-off if you stop celebrating Thanksgiving:
•
•
•
•
•

Want to have a time set aside to be thankful? Celebrate Sukkot
Want to participate in national repentance? Celebrate Yom Kippur
Want to participate in personal repentance? Celebrate Pesach
Want to celebrate light? Celebrate Chanukkah
Want to travel to be with family and friends? Celebrate the Pilgrimage Feasts: Unleavened
Bread, Shavuot and Sukkot.

