Our text out of Zechariah gives me two options for a sermon.  


Option one is to explain the full meaning of each line.  


Option two



 is to give a quick history lesson on the fall of the Jerusalem 



and the Temple in 70 a.d.  

I am going to go with the history lesson, 


since it is in knowing the history, 



that the aspects of this passage of prophecy take on flesh naturally.  

Our ears may already be tuned into the reality of this passage 


from verses 12 and 13, 



where we hear thirty pieces of silver 



and that money being thrown into the temple at the potters feet.

Jerusalem was established as the center of God's people 


two years into David's reign.  

When David assumed the throne in the Southern land of Judah


the capital was Hebron 

and Ishbosheth ruled over the northern tribes of Israel from Mahanaim.  

When David's united the two lands again, 


he looked for a place to set up his rule over both nations.  

Amongst the all fighting, 


Jerusalem had been neutral 



as it was a Jebusite town 



and had  military and commercial benefits.  

So Jerusalem became the city that was to hold the rule of the nation together.  

David's son Solomon 


then built the Temple that housed the Ark of the Covenant 


in the center of Jerusalem in 966 to 959.  



The Cedars and Oaks with which the temple was constructed 




came from Lebanon and Bashan.  

It was under this great structure that the three rulers of Jerusalem dwelt.  


The King, 


the Priests, 


and the Prophets.  

These three bodies tried to keep Jerusalem 


and the nation of Israel on the right track.

Move forward 400 years 


and we have the first capture of Jerusalem 



by the Babylonians in 588 




when everything was decimated, 




including the temple.  

This came about from God's will we are told, 


as punishment for following other gods, 



as their Kings, 



Priests, 



and Prophets had led the people astray.  

In 538, 


the nation of Israel was released from captivity by Cyrus, 



King of Persia, 


who funded the return of the Jews to their homeland 


and the rebuilding of the temple.

Over the next 400 years, 


the nation of Israel struggled under self rule



with various threats 



and changing of dynastys that is described in the Apocrypha.  

In 63 b.c. 


The Romans conquered the land 



and Herod the Great maneuvered himself from governor of Jerusalem



to King of Israel.

Herod's reign was always an uphill battle with the people, 


as he was only half Jew 


and a friend to the conquering Romans.  

This meant build and distract the people.  


Part of his many building projects 



included the rebuilding of the temple.  

He quickly had the main sanctuary built in under 10 years, 


starting in 20 b.c.  

The finishing touches were not completed until 64 a.d. however, 


just 6 years before its 


and Jerusalem's destruction.

To this sequence of history, 


we overlay Zechariah's words.  

Shepherd's taking advantage of the people for their own gain, 


which would describe Herod the Great's rule amongst his predecessors.  



His wealth was amassed through taxation and oppression, 



and the people suffered because of it.  

To those who had suffered, 


God's people, 

God sent another shepherd.  


Jesus of Nazareth.  

As a descendent of David, 


he came as the promise of what God's people were always supposed to be, 



he wanted to hold the nation together.  

He came and replaced the shepherd's who were supposed to rule Israel.  


He came as the King, 



in place of Herod, 



even Caesar.  


He came as Priest, 



in place of Caiphas and the Sanhedrin, 


and he came as a Prophet 



filling the shoes of John.  

These three shepherds were cast out 


and God offered us the good shepherd 



to bring us back to his green pastures and quiet water.  

How did we react?  


Zechariah sums up our reaction with the simple words, 



“They detested me.”  


That is a nicer way than saying, 



“Crucify him!”

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt, 


the foal of a donkey 


and beheld Jerusalem 



and wept over it.  


“If you, 


even you, 



had only known on this day 




what would bring you peace—



but now it is hidden from your eyes..


but you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”  
The Shepherd came 


and tried to call us to his side.  

He knew of his rejection from the people during his ministry 


and soon to happen on the cross.  

Jesus came fulfilling all that the Israelites needed to be the people of God, 



the three fold rule of Christ 



had come among them, 


and we rejected it.

When Jesus was rejected as our King, 


our Priest, 


and our Prophet, 

the promises of God's call 


were broken for those who rejected Jesus.  

Israel the nation was no longer God's way forward.  

500 years before, 


Zechariah showed the people what would happen, 



as he took his pay of thirty pieces of silver, 




the same as the payment for the accidental death of a bond-servant, 





half of the price of a full citizen.  

They gave Zechariah the amount Judas was payed for Jesus.  


This for the man that was Prophet, 


Priest, 


and most importantly 



the long awaited true King of Israel.  

30 pieces of silver was the people's value of the Shepherd's work.  


Now the Shepherd felt that his life was worthy of the work that he was to do.  

To disgrace it for 30 pieces of silver, 


Judas could not live with, 


so he threw it to the potter working in the temple.

With this action, 


the second staff of union of Judah and Israel 



was broken as well.  

The call to have a united Kingdom, 


like David had, 



was forgotten.  

Those that chose the way of the world 


would get the way of the world 

and those who chose the way of Jesus, 

the true shepherd, 


would get the true shepherd.

Zechariah is called to play the part of the foolish shepherd


after the wise shepherd is fired.  

These are the powers left in place after Jesus' death.  


Someone who does not care for the lost, 


seek the young, 


or heal the injured, 


or even feed the healthy, 

but will use them all for their own brutal game.  


It is these shepherd's that usher in Jerusalem's destruction, 



who bring about the Cedar's being on fire, 



the oaks being cut down, 



the princes 




or lions roaring 





as their kingdoms are ruined.  

The people had 


and still have a choice of which shepherd to follow.  

We fall in quite comfortably with the worthless shepherd.  


They promise us things without sacrifice 



but end up costing us everything 




without any of the promised benefits.  

For some reason, 


beyond my ability to comprehend, 



this is what we tend prefer.  

We prefer this 

over following a shepherd who will care for the lost, 


seek the young, 


and even feed the healthy.  

The cost is following the shepherd, 


having a unified source in Priest, 


King, 


and Prophet, 



with none of those being us.  

We know the cost up front, 


we know what we need to let go of.  


We know the great benefits of such a shepherd, 



yet we choose otherwise time and time again.

When the people of Israel's choice came to pass, 


it brought about the destruction of their King, 



Priest, 



and Prophets.  


It brought about the destruction of the temple 



and city itself.  

Without Jesus as their shepherd, 


the dying died 


and the perishing perished.  

Those who survived, 


were found to be cooking their own children 



as the historian Josephus found as he surveyed the city's aftermath.
I do not know where you stand politically, 

but I do know that I have heard both sides of our two party government say things 


that echo the 



“let the dying die, 



the perishing perish, 



and those who are left eat one another's flesh.”  

We can let that continue, 

or we can put our faith in the true King, 


and realize that our political agenda 



is not to let those marked for slaughter 




under go the slaughter.  



Not to let others sell them 




and praise the Lord for their good fortune.

We have resources that are untapped, 

lives that are unused, 

moments that are being thrown away.  


We have before us a wake up call.  

Which shepherd are we living under?  


If we have chosen Jesus, 



do our lives show any signs that we are responding to the Shepherd?  



Or do we just give lip service to him? 




so that he becomes frustrated, 




and snaps the staff over his leg that was meant to direct us, 



because we detest where he would lead us 



and he grows weary of correcting us time and time again 




with no change?  
Jesus' reign as the good Shepherd never ends.  


But our choice on which shepherd to follow 



is a daily one.  

Sheep don't retire, 


the shepherd uses them for different callings 


at different points in their lives.  

Sheep don't ever get to say, 


“I have given the shepherd 10 sweaters of wool, 


even 50 sweaters, 



I have done enough.”  

Jesus is not done with any of us yet.  


We can follow worthless shepherds though 



all we want.  


Yet we will find only destruction and death when we do.  

I would suggest the good shepherd that Zechariah speaks of, 


is the only way to avoid slaughter.  

May our lives reflect the following of such a way.
