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Our November speaker will be Tracy Pratt,
chair of the Manatee County Democratic
Committee, who will talk about how the
DWC can best support efforts to elect more
Democrats in the 2022 and 2024 elections.
Tracy has lived in Florida since 1994. She
received her associate degree from SCF.
While working toward her bachelor’s degree
in human development, she did an internship in India. After a friend encouraged her
to attend law school, she decided it would
be a good way to make a significant difference in the lives of the people living in her
community and she hasn’t stopped since.

November’s Speaker
Tracey Pratt

Over the years, Tracy has served as ViceChair of project 180, an organization that
helps the formerly incarcerated return successfully to our community, FAWL Judicial
Oversight Committee, Healthy Start Manatee, and many other organizations.

DWC Luncheon
November 9th
11:30 am
Cipriano’s Restaurant
3561 53rd Ave W
Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations and meal choice
by Noon November 4th, 2021
Call Joanie LeBaron at 941.243.0169
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
Menu choices are on the next page.
Cost is $24.00 CASH ONLY
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President’s Message November 2021
A Plea and a Thank You!!!
The School Board Referendum election is November 2nd. Please vote to
continue the current (1) mil ad valorem millage from July 1, 2022 to June 30,
2022. This money is needed to retain our teachers and staff who are grossly
underpaid and to improve educational opportunities for our students. Let’s
show our support for public education.
Thank you to Patty Benson, who brought the Women’s March to Manatee County. More than
1,000 people stood against Florida’s Abortion Legislation. Some of us held signs in front of the
courthouse and many others marched from the Riverfront to the courthouse, where we heard
speeches from our legislators and even a candidate for governor. Patty doesn’t give lip service.
She takes action! Thank you, Patty from me and all women.
Joanie LaBaron

Menu Choices and Important Information On
Our In-person September Meeting
There are some rules we must follow. First, you must be vaccinated to attend! Wear masks.

fies the air.

What’s important for you to know is that the owner, chef and all the wait staff
have been vaccinated. We will be isolated in our own special section. Plus,
we are in a restaurant with a state-of-the art air handling system which puri-

Cost is $24 per person.
This is a cash event, no credit cards or checks will be accepted. The cost of the meal is the
cost of the meal with no markup from our club.
Meal choices are:
1. Baked Gulf Shrimp Parmigiana. Baked with fresh mozzarella and marinara sauce, served with
a side of pasta.
2. Baked Eggplant Rollentine. Eggplant filets with fresh Ricotta cheese and marinara served with
a potato croquette.
3. Fish and Chips. Lightly battered and fried flounder, served with fries.
4. Cipriano Burger. With fries and toppings.
5. Gnocchi with marinara sauce
6. Sauteed Organic Chicken Sinatra. Sauteed with artichokes and mushrooms in a Brandy cream
sauce served with a potato croquette .
7. Stuffed Organic Chicken Rollentine. Stuffed with spinach and cheese. Fresh breadcrumbs, lemon and white wine, served with a potato croquette.
P

Deadline for reservations is Thursday, November 4th. Please email Joanie LeBaron,
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com or call her at 941-243-0169 and be sure to let her know
whether you want Meal 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7. Last day to cancel is November 7th.
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Rick Scott appeals to airlines to fight
‘unconstitutional’ vaccine mandates
No jab, no job? That's no good for Sen. Scott.

U.S. Sen. Rick Scott appealed Monday to two organizations representing airlines to follow the lead of Southwest Airlines and abandon
plans for COVID-19 vaccine mandates.
“I would like to applaud Southwest Airlines, which recently announced a reversal of its plan to punish unvaccinated employees. I
urge your other member airlines to do the same. President (Joe) Biden’s mandates, like many of
his failed domestic and foreign policies, have dubious legal authority and American companies
should not be bullied by the Executive Branch to impose a vaccine mandate on their employees,”
Scott asserted.
The letter to Airlines for America President Nicholas Calio and National Air Carrier Association
President George Novak claimed airlines had done enough via mitigation, leaving no need for
mandatory inoculations.
“Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the commercial air travel industry has taken commendable
steps to not become a vector of disease transmission thanks to effective safety protocols. With this
track record of success in mitigating viral spread for airlines’ employees and customers before the
COVID-19 vaccines were available, it makes no logical sense to now present the airlines’ hardworking employees with an ultimatum between involuntarily receiving a vaccine or having their employment terminated,” Scott advised.
The Senator has made variations of this case before regarding other industries with labor shortages, including truck driving. Earlier this month, he suggested his adopted father Orba Scott, who
died in 2006, would have lost his job for not taking a vaccine.
“My adopted father was a truck driver. He’d be in high demand today,” Scott said. “But what does
the Biden Administration want to do? They want to say that he wouldn’t get to keep his job if he had
any concern about taking the vaccine. So if he had any concern about taking the vaccine, he would
lose his job.”
Earlier in October, Scott castigated “Emperor Biden” for downplaying the impact of employees losing their jobs over not wanting to get vaccinated and “firing people.”
The state of Florida is moving toward a November Special Session that will attempt to offer state
boundaries on federal vaccine mandates. Details are still emerging, but legislation that allows employers and students to opt out of vaccine and mask mandates will likely result.
Gov. Ron DeSantis, Scott’s successor in office, said the issue “can’t wait” for the regular Legislative Session in January. By: A.G. Gancarski , Florida Politics

Birx: Trump White House could have
COVID deaths by 30 to 40%

reduced

Deborah Birx, the White House COVID-19 response coordinator
under former President Trump, told a House subcommittee this
month that the Trump administration could have prevented tens of
thousands of deaths during the early stages of the pandemic.
Driving the news: "I believe if we had fully implemented the mask
mandates, the reduction in indoor dining ... and we had increased testing, that we probably could
have decreased fatalities into the 30% less to 40% less range," Birx said in closed-door testimony
to the Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis, according to excerpts provided by the panel.
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Florida's new surgeon general
refused to mask up during a
meeting with a state senator
who has cancer

In a statement to FloridaPolitics.com, a Department of Health spokesperson denied that Ladapo made the comment.

"Dr. Ladapo is committed to meeting with members of the Legislature regardless of their party
Florida's new surgeon general reportedly denied affiliation to discuss policy, even when they do
a request to put on a mask around a state legis- not agree on the subject at hand," spokesperson
Weesam Khoury said. "Meetings between highly
lator with cancer.
regarded and intelligent, elected and appointed
Tina Polsky, a Florida senator, is about to start
officials happen all the time, and it is disappointradiation therapy after receiving a breast cancer ing you don't hear about them more — but it is
diagnosis in August. When she asked Joseph
probably because the only time they get reported
Ladapo to put on a mask while
is when a genuine meeting
he stood in her Tallahassee
turns into a media headline exoffice earlier this week, he repected from a gossip column."
fused, according
Dr. Ladapo, who has previousto FloridaPolitics.com.
ly downplayed COVID-19 vac"I told him I had a serious
cines, was appointed to the
medical condition," Polsky
surgeon general role by Florida
said, according to the outlet.
Gov. Ron DeSantis. He holds
an MD from Harvard Medical
Ladapo offered instead to
School and a PhD in Health
speak with Polsky outside after she made the
Policy from Harvard Graduate School of Arts and
request. But Polsky said no.
Sciences, according to his bio.
"I don't want to go outside," Polsky said she told "Vaccines are up to the person. There is nothing
him. "I want you to sit in my office and talk to
special about them compared to any other preyou."
ventative measure," Ladapo told reporters in
September.

Then Polsky asked him why he didn't want to
wear a mask.

Health officials have for months urged people to
get vaccinated against the coronavirus. Masks
and vaccines are two of the foremost measures
health officials say people should take to decrease the spread of the coronavirus and the potential for infection.

"He just smiles and doesn't answer. He's very
smug," Polsky told the outlet. "And I told him several times, 'I have this very serious medical condition.' And he said, 'That's OK.'"
The risk of contracting severe COVID-19 symptoms increases in people with certain medical
conditions, including cancer, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Ladapo also promoted the use of hydroxychloroquine, a drug used to treat malaria, as a cure for
the coronavirus. Former President Donald Trump
said he took hydroxychloroquine last year when
he contracted the virus. The Food and Drug Administration authorized it for emergency use last
year but then quickly reversed the decision when
evidence piled up against its use as a COVID-19
cure. By: Yelena Dzhanova , Insider

She then asked Ladapo to leave her office.
"Sometimes I try to reason with unreasonable
people for fun," Ladapo said as he exited, according to Polsky.
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DeSantis Explains His 'Scientific' Plan To
Hire Anti-Vax Police
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has invited law enforcement officers
around the country to come to Florida if they lose their jobs because they refuse to receive the Covid-19 vaccine.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has invited law enforcement officers around the country to come to Florida if they lose their
jobs because they refuse to receive the Covid-19 vaccine.
During an interview on Fox News, DeSantis explained that he had "scientific" reasons for hiring unvaccinated police officers.
"On a scientific basis, most of those first responders have had Covid and have recovered," DeSantis claimed without evidence. "So they have strong protection and so I think that influences their
decision on a lot of this that they have already had it and recovered."
"In Florida, not only are we going to want to protect the law enforcement and all the jobs," he continued, "we're actually actively working to recruit out-of-state law enforcement because we do have
needs in our police and our sheriff's departments. So the next legislative session, I'm going to
hopefully sign legislation that gives a $5000 bonus to any out-of-state law enforcement that relocates in Florida."
He added: "So NYPD, Minneapolis, Seattle -- if you're not being treated well, we'll treat you better
here. You can fill important needs for us and we'll compensate you as a result."
BY: Crooks and Liars

Revealed: 60% of Americans
say oil firms are to blame for
the climate crisis

according to a new YouGov poll commissioned
by the Guardian, Vice News, and Covering Climate Now.
Released today, the poll reveals that the US remains sharply divided over the causes of
the deepening environmental emergency
following the fossil fuel industry’s long
campaign to downplay and deny climate
science. That division falls largely along
political lines, with Democrats and Republicans at odds over the source of climate disinformation.
The poll surveyed 1,000 American adults
and found that 70% said global warming
was happening. More than 60% said oil
and gas companies were “completely or
mostly responsible”.
But while Democrats overwhelmingly
(89%) accept the scientific basis of the
climate emergency, opinion is split
among Republicans. Just 42% of Republicans agreed that global warming is
a reality while 36% denied it. The remainder said they didn’t know. BY: Chris

A majority of Americans want to see oil and gas
companies held to account for lying about the
climate crisis and contributing to global heating,

McGreal, The Guardian
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9 things that women couldn’t do
until 1971

6. Take legal action against workplace sexual
harassment. Indeed the first time a court recognized office sexual harassment as grounds for
any legal action was in 1977!

The following list is of NINE things a woman
couldn’t do in 1971 – yes the date is correct,
1971.

7. Decide not to have sex if their husband wanted to – spousal rape wasn’t criminalized in all
50 states until 1993. Read that again … 1993.

In 1971 a woman could not:
1. Get a Credit Card in her own name – it wasn’t
until 1974 that a law forced credit card companies to issue cards to women without their husband’s signature.
2. Be guaranteed that they wouldn’t be unceremoniously fired for the offense
of getting pregnant – that
changed with the Pregnancy
Discrimination Act of *1978*!

8. Obtain health insurance at the same monetary rate as a man. Sex discrimination wasn’t
outlawed in health insurance until 2010 and today many, including sitting elected officials at
the Federal level, feel women don’t mind paying
a little more. Again, that
date was 2010.

9. The birth control pill:
Issues like reproductive
freedom and a woman’s
3. Serve on a jury – It varied by
right to decide when and
state (Utah deemed women fit
whether to have children
for jury duty way back in 1879),
were only just beginning
but the main reason women
to be openly discussed in
were kept out of jury pools was
the 1960s. In 1957, the
that they were considered the center of the
FDA approved of the birth control pill but only
home, which was their primary responsibility as for “severe menstrual distress.” In 1960, the pill
caregivers. They were also thought to be too
was approved for use as a contraceptive. Even
fragile to hear the grisly details of crimes and
so, the pill was illegal in some states and could
too sympathetic by nature to be able to remain be prescribed only to married women for purobjective about those accused of offenses. In
poses of family planning, and not all pharmacies
1961, the Supreme Court unanimously upheld a stocked it. Some of those opposed said oral
Florida law that exempted women from serving contraceptives were “immoral, promoted prostion juries. It wasn’t until 1973 that women could tution and were tantamount to abortion.” It wasserve on juries in all 50 states.
n’t until several years later that birth control was
approved for use by all women, regardless of
4. Fight on the front lines – admitted into military
marital status. In short, birth control meant a
academies in 1976 it wasn’t until 2013 that the
woman could complete her education, enter the
military ban on women in combat was lifted. Priwork force and plan her own life.
or to 1973 women were only allowed in the military as nurses or support staff.
Oh, and one more thing, prior to 1880 which is
just a few years before the photo of this very
5. Get an Ivy League education – Yale and
proud lady was taken, the age of consent for
Princeton didn’t accept female students until
sex was set at 10 or 12 in more states, with the
1969. Harvard didn’t admit women until 1977
exception of our neighbor Delaware – where it
(when it merged with the all-female Radcliffe
was 7 YEARS OLD!
College). Brown (which merged with women’s
college Pembroke), Dartmouth and Columbia
Feminism is NOT just for other women.
did not offer admission to women until 1971,
KNOW your HERstory.
1972 and 1981, respectively. Other casespecific instances allowed some women to take Sourcs: Snopes
certain classes at Ivy League institutions (such
as Barnard women taking classes at Columbia),
but, by and large, women in the ’60s who harbored Ivy League dreams had to put them on
hold.
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Ron Desantis gets destroyed
in new television ad aimed
at taking him down

says the woman’s voice, chillingly.

Have you seen the Purge films? Because they’re
genuinely creepy. Well — not to worry if you
haven’t. You can see one right now. It is in the
form of a campaign ad, made by “Remove Ron,”
a group I adore and who is making it their personal goal to remove Governor DeSantis from
office in 2022.

“Whenever and wherever.”

Flash to DeSantis.

“We are not doing any vaccine passports in the
I have now seen possibly THE BEST political ad state of Florida,” he whines.
of all time. And wow, is it ever on the money. So “We trust people to make their own decisions.”
how do you feel about dystopian stories? I per- The woman goes on menacingly.
sonally love them. The Hunger Games series,
the Divergent series — one might call me a su- “you have the absolute right to infect whomever
you want.”
per fan. And then there’s The Purge.
“With covid-19.”
“Enjoy your FLOREVER purge.”
The listener can see the reviews as the woman
speaks.

And their campaign ad against him is solid gold. “a dark dystopian story.”
The ad is dark, eerie, and astonishingly creepy. “Terrifyingly evil.”
It is as one would expect a movie preview to be:
“killer ending.”
It begins with people in masks on an airplane.
BY: Bocha Blue , The Palmer Report
As they enter Florida, a voice can be heard
speaking to them. This voice is not unlike the
CLICK HERE TO WATCH THE
voices heard in “The purge.”
COMMERCIAL
“We have officially entered Florida airspace,”

FBI report shows hate crimes at highest level in 20
years
Hate crimes rose to their highest level in 20 years in the 2020
fiscal year, with attacks on Black and Asian people driving
much of the increase, per the FBI.
Why it matters: This is the sixth time in seven years the number of hate crimes has risen, the Washington Post notes.
Details: The number of anti-Black hate crimes went up from 1,930 to 2,871, an increase of about
43%, while the number of anti-Asian hate crimes went up from 158 to 279, an increase of about
77%, per the FBI.
•

The total number of hate crimes increased from 7,287 to 8,263, about a 13% increase.

•

Attacks against white people increased 30%, while reported attacks on Jewish people decreased.
Driving the news: In May, President Biden signed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act into law, which
is meant to help law enforcement better identify anti-Asian hate. There's been a rise in anti-Asian
attacks since the start of the pandemic.
Of note: Groups, like Stop AAPI Hate, have noted that anti-Asian hate crimes are notoriously difficult to count and the FBI is likely undercounting the true number.
Stop AAPI Hate reported 6,603 hate incidents from March 2020 to March 2021, an increase from
3,795 the same time the previous year. BY: Noah Garfinkel, Axios
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Now that we are meeting in person again, please remember our
charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such as
dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal and
more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling Mothers
such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name just a
few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both men
and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to
our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.
Traditionally we as a club, we donate Christmas
gifts for Healthy Start, each year, The Healthy
Start Board asked if we would do our gift giving
in November instead of December.
So at our November meeting ,would everyone
bring in a gift for a boy or girl newborn wrapped
and labeled for whomever it might be. You can
do three month old's, too.
I will deliver them to Palmetto.
I would like to thank you all for your support over the years for our babies.
Thank you so much. Patty Benson

AP poll: Only 16 percent of Americans oppose the kind of clean energy legislation
blocked by Joe Manchin
75 percent of Americans, including 57 percent of Republicans, said they believe climate change is happening — 10 percent said they don't think it's real. Of the
75 percent who believe in climate change, 54 percent
said it is caused mostly or entirely by human activities.
And 55 percent of Americans told the AP-NORC pollsters they want Congress to pass a bill ensuring that more energy consumed in the U.S. comes
from clean sources and less comes from coal and natural gas. "Only 16 percent of Americans oppose such a measure for electricity from cleaner energy," similar to President Biden's proposal in
his Build Back Better plan.
Jordan Klepper, from the Daily Show, heads to his first Trump rally since January 6th insurrection to find out what
Trump supporters think has been happening. Climate change includes both human-induced global warming and its
large-scale impacts on weather patterns. The video “The Time Is Now” was produced by One More Song to bring
awareness to climate change in the world.

The Time Is Now

Trump Supporter’s Thoughts

8

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida

9

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

