HOLY COMMUNION
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

8:00 am and 10:30 am

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the
cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
SILENT PRAYER
PRELUDE: Our Father, We Have Wandered

Burkhardt

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE)
Stand
HYMN: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Printed on the following page.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.
P
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen.
P

C

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Kneel/Stand
P
Most merciful God,
C
we confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
P

In the mercy of almighty God,
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
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C

and by his authority,
I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Stand
GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (GLORIA IN EXCELSIS)
A
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.
C
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity.
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised,
we may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C

Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD

Sit
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FIRST READING
Genesis 50:15-21
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime
they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used
this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.
A
A reading from Genesis.
15
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?
20
Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will
provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.
A
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Later service only:
PSALM 103:8-13 (The congregation reads the verses in bold face type.)
8
The LORD is full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and | of great kindness.
9
He will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will he keep his an- | ger forever.
10
He has not dealt with us according | to our sins,
nor rewarded us according | to our wickedness.
11
For as the heavens are high | above the earth,
so is his mercy great upon | those who fear him.
12
As far as the east is | from the west,
so far has he removed our | sins from us.
13
As a father cares | for his children,
so does the LORD care for | those who fear him.
SECOND READING
Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps
us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do
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not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for
all of us and will judge each of us.
A
A reading from Romans.
1
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
3
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must
not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or
fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day,
observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and
give thanks to God.
7
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
A
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
C
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
GOSPEL
Matthew 18:21-35
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that
suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.
P
C
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The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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21

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’
29
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until
he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken
place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother
or sister from your heart.”
P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON

Pastor Weleck

Stand
Later service only:
HYMN OF THE DAY: Our Father, We Have Wandered
Printed on the following page.
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Stand
The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene Creed is
appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival days; the Apostles’
Creed during Lent and at other times.
APOSTLES CREED
P
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
A

C

We pray for the church, for its pastors and bishops, for the newly baptized,
for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our growth in
grace.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A

C
A

C
A

C
P
C

We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase
of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and
among peoples.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of
war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit,
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts...
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and
especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.
The service continues with the Great Thanksgiving.
LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks:
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE:
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with
the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
The assembly continues with the SANCTUS:
C
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The minister continues with the WORDS OF INSTITUTION.
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my + body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my + blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD’S PRAYER
P
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
C
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
C
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)
C
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
Sit
COMMUNION
When giving the bread, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
and each person may respond
R
Amen.
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing
to come forward for a blessing. At the direction of the ushers, approach the
communion station, receive the host in your palm, move to the side and place the
host in your mouth, and return to your seat.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
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C

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING (BENEDICTION)
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C
Amen.
DISMISSAL
A
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
HYMN: In Thee Is Gladness
Printed on the following page.
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OFFERING
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.
POSTLUDE: Postlude on Webb

Payne
+ + +

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License # SAS017622.
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain.
+ + +
The Time of the Church is the season after Pentecost, beginning with The Holy
Trinity and ending with Christ the King. These weeks focus on Christ’s ministry
and teaching.
On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit either the
Kyrie or the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for festival seasons.
The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season after
Epiphany and after Pentecost.
+ + +
Vestry Members
Pastor Weleck
John Kochel
Gary Wessner
Sherry Jessee
Janice Reiff
Robert Rodenberger
Debra Augustine
Frank DePaul
Chris Dogonniuck
Jeanne Funk
Chilly Lyaro
Lois Robinson
Karl Stefan
Janet Stokes

Special Area
President
Vice President
Secretary / Old Church
Treasurer / Finance
Trust Fund Treasurer / Finance
Mutual Ministry
Property
Christian Education
Assistant Treasurer/Comm. & Tech
Christian Education
Worship and Music
Cemetery / Mutual Ministry
Parish Life / Stewardship
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E-mail Address or Phone
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janicetreiff@gmail.com
r.rodenberger7@gmail.com
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Bulldog7224@comcast.net
jfunk@kpinterface.com
chillylyaro@yahoo.com
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Worship Assistants
Vestry Ushers:
Ushers: Dick Allebach, Scott Halteman, and Mike Taylor
Altar Guild: Becky Quirk
Offering Tabulation: Janet Stokes, Sherry Jessee and Chris Dogonniuck
Video Production: Jim Lien
The Flowers that Adorn the Altar in the Brick Church Nave are given to the glory
of God by Jim Lien in memory of my wife Judi on our 30th wedding anniversary.
The Flowers that Adorn the Altar in the Old Church Nave are given to the glory of
God by Sally Sweeney in memory of her mother, Virginia L. Weicheld, and Debra
Augustine in loving memory of her son, Samuel Carlos Augustine.
The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Janet Saylor Rhoads in
loving memory of parents Clyde and Dorothy Miller.
The Sanctuary Candle on August 2nd was given, to the glory of God by Mr. and
Mrs. David Ivarson in loving memory of mother, Ruth Ivarson.
The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. James Lorah
in thanks for blessings received.
Holy Baptism will be administered today to Lydia Mae Herr, daughter of James
and Ashley Herr. May God bless this little one and her family.
First Holy Communion: Our First Communion students weren’t able to receive
First Holy Communion on Easter this year due to Covid-19. The Vestry has
rescheduled this event to take place during the 10:30 am service next Sunday,
September 20th. Congratulations to these young people!
Sr. Youth Group Drive-By: The Sr. Youth Group will have a “Drive-By”
registration event this afternoon at 1:00 pm in the church lot. All interested high
school students should plan to drive by to register for the group, see some old and
new friends (from the car!) and get a gift card for ice cream.
Book Club: The next meeting of the Augustus Book Club will be on September
21st via ZOOM at 7:30 pm. We’ll discuss The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz
Zafón. New members are always welcome. E-mail the Parish Administrator to get
the ZOOM meeting code or to receive more information!
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We’re so glad to see you today!
We hope you are as glad to be back at worship as we are! Please keep in mind that
the church, like everywhere else during these careful times, has had to make
changes in order to adhere to CDC guidelines. Some of these changes are
inconvenient, but we must all do our part to protect ourselves and our church
family. Your patience and cooperation are very much appreciated. If you have
questions about new policies, please feel free to speak with one of the Vestry
ushers.
Please see a list of changes/requirements for worship on the following page.
We will continue to post videos of our services on our web site along with the
complete bulletin for those who are unable to join us during this strange time in
which we live.
The Church office and all church buildings will remain closed through the summer.
Please check our web site for opening updates. The Parish Administrator will be
available during normal office hours via telephone or e-mail.
We are never alone during this stressful time.
Jesus walks alongside us every step of the way.
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Augustus Re-Opening Information for Parishioners: Green Phase



















Please stay home if you are sick, feel ill, have a fever, or have been exposed
to an individual diagnosed with Covid-19 (Coronavirus) within the last 14
days.
Please stay home if you are at higher risk of severe illness with COVID19. If
you are uncertain about your risk status, please consult your doctor.
Worship will be held in the usual places and at the usual times during the
summer: 8:00 AM in the Old Church and 9:30 AM in the air-conditioned
Brick Church Nave.
Before entering the Church, please put on your own facemask or cloth
covering. (Facemasks will not be provided by Augustus.) Exceptions to
wearing a facemask or other covering are “children younger than 2 years
old, anyone who has trouble breathing … and anyone who is incapacitated
or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without assistance”
(CDC Guidelines).
Please maintain social distancing guidelines with those people who are not
members of your household.
Due to current restrictions, you will probably not sit in your usual place at
worship. Ushers will direct you to your seat, filling the church from the front
to back to minimize contact. The only appropriate response to this temporary
but necessary change is a patient and loving spirit.
A complete large print worship bulletin will be given to you by an usher. No
hymnals will be used. When leaving the church, please take the bulletin with
you or place it in the recycle bin. It cannot be re-used.
We will sing less than customary during the Green Phase. This is an added
disappointment for Lutherans, but it is only a temporary restriction.
Communion will be distributed to you as you come forward at the direction
of the ushers. Only the host will be distributed. It will be placed in the palm
of your hand. Please keep your mask on and move away from the Pastor.
Then remove your mask, place the host in your mouth, and put your mask
back on and return to your seat.
The ushers will dismiss the congregation by rows starting in the back of the
church. Please proceed immediately and directly to the exit of the church
building.
The offering will be received as you leave. Please place your offering in one
of the receptacles at the door.

Page 18

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Page 19

