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The Book of Remembrance,
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the Inspired Version*
by Thelona D. Stevens

PART I
THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Scientists have speculated about when and how man first acquired
ability to communicate by the written word. Such speculation is un
necessary for the Inspired Version plainly says that in Adam's day,
It was given unto as many as called upon God, to write by the Spirit
of inspiration; and by them their children were taught to read and
write.
-Genesis 6:5,6

Tragically, the majority did not call upon God.
After Adam and Eve sinned and were expelled from the garden of
Eden, sons and daughters were born unto them, and they began to
multiply.
And from that time forth, the sons and daughters of Adam began to
divide two by two, in the land ... and they also begat sons and
daughters.
-Genesis 4:3

Adam and Eve had learned by experience the sorrow and penalty for
disobedience. Even though they had been cast out of the presence of
God, the Lord did not forsake them. He continued to seek after them, and
Adam called upon the name of the Lord, and Eve also, his wife; and

they heard the voice of the Lord, from the way towards the garden of
Eden, speaking unto them, and they saw him not; for they were shut
out of his presence. And he gave unto them commandments, that
they should worship the Lord their God..
And Adam and Eve blessed the name of God; and they made all
things known unto their sons and their daughters. And Satan came

among them...and they loved Satan more than God. And men

began from that time forth to be carnal, sensual and devilish.
-Genesis 4:4,5, 12, 13

* Scriptural references are to:
Inspired Version (Independence, Missouri: Herald House, 1944).
Book of Mormon (Independence, Missouri: Herald House, 1908).
Doctrine and Covenants (Independence, Missouri: Herald House, 1952).
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The Lord called upon men everywhere, by the Holy Ghost, urging
them to repent, promising that "as many as believed in the Son, and
repented of their sins, should be saved" (Genesis 5: 1,2).
What grief must have burdened Adam and Eve that not one of their
offspring at that time turned to God!
Although others were unresponsive, Adam and Eve "ceased not to
call upon God." When Cain was born unto them, Eve said hopefully, "I
have gotten a man from the Lord: wherefore he may not reject his words.
But, behold, also Cain hearkened not" (Genesis 5:3,4).
Their hopes for a righteous man were fulfilled in Abel, but Cain's
jealousy caused him to murder Abel. (See Genesis chapter 5.)
Finally, when Adam was one hundred and thirty years old, he "begat
a son in his own likeness, after his own image, and called his name Seth"
(Genesis 6: 10). The Doctrine and Covenants ( 104: 1 9b) says that Seth
was so much like his father that the only way one could be distinguished
from the other was by his age. Seth, when sixty-nine years old, was or
dained by Adam (D&C 104: 19a).
Adam, following his baptism (Genesis 6:67-69) had been ordained to
the priesthood "after the order of him who was without beginning of days
or end of years" (Genesis 6:70). This was later called the Melchisedec
priesthood,
out of respect or reverence to the name of the Supreme Being, to
avoid the too frequent repetition of his name, they, the church, in an
cient days, called that priesthood ... the Melchisedec priesthood.
-D&C 104:1c

Now this same priesthood which was in the beginning, shall be in the

end of the world also.

Genesis 6:7

The order of this priesthood was confirmed to be handed down from
father to son, and rightly belongs to the literal descendants of the
chosen seed, to whom the promises were made. This order was in
stituted in the days of Adam, and came down by lineage in the
following manner:
-D&C 104:18

Then follows a list of Adam's righteous descendants through Seth,
up to three years previous to the death of Adam, all of whom were called
high priests (D&C 104: 19-28a; Genesis 6: 11, 12, 15-24). Verse 24
calls them "preachers of righteousness."
As Adam and his righteous descendants called.upon God, they were
taught to read and write (Genesis 6:5,6).
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6:4 7). This book of remembrance was a genealogical record "kept of
the children of God ... of the generations of Adam" (Genesis 6:9) and
much other vital information, as Genesis shows.
Although there is no direct statement as to the medium used on
which the book of remembrance was written, its very name implies en
durance. Logically, metal is thought of for endurance, and gold as the
most precious of metals. One would expect God to use the most
precious metal he had created for a permanent record which he directed
to be written.
For the purpose of this particular study we are interested in Genesis

2: 13 which tells about a river which "became into four heads." God then

gives the names of the four rivers, plus certain facts about the first one,
called... Pison, and it compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where
I, the Lord, created much gold; and the gold of that land was good.
-Genesis 2: 14

We do not know where the land of Havilah is. The part of the world
where gold has been most notably used is in the Western Hemisphere.
The earth was divided in the days of Peleg (Gen. 10:16). Before that
time the earth had been all in one, which means that in the beginning the
place of "much gold" would not have been divided from the Eastern
Hemisphere by many waters. This great division came in a comparatively
short time before the Jaredites took their departure from what is now
identified as Sumer, the land of ancient Mesopotamia.

The Record of the Brother of Jared
The Brother of Jared asked with unlimited faith that the Lord "shew
unto him all things ...therefore the Lord could not withhold anything
from him" (Ether 1 :91 ). The Lord "shewed unto the Brother of
Jar<>d ... [all] which had been, and al::io all that would be... even unto

the ends of the earth" (Ether 1 :90).
After God had revealed such great and marvelous things,
The Lord commanded the Brother of Jared to go down out of ... the
presence of the Lord, and write the things which he had
seen . . .and there never was greater things made manifest, than
that which was made manifest unto the Brother of Jared.
-Ether 1 :94, 98
Surely the most wonderful message God had for mankind would have
written upon the most precious material the Lord had created. It has been
pointed out as to be expected where the book of remembrance was con
cerned and it is believed that this would again be true of the record of
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the Brother of Jared. There is proof that the Brother of Jared did write
upon plates of gold, for later when the twenty-four gold plates came into
the possession of the Nephites and were translated, the record of the
Brother of Jared was on them (Mosiah 12:16-18; Ether 1 :94-96).
Since the Brother of Jared was in the Eastern Hemisphere at the time
that he did his recording upon the plates of gold, it is the belief of this
author that the record of the Brother of Jared was upon the same set of
plates on which had been engraven the book of remembrance. That the
Nephite record mentions the book of remembrance (Ill Nephi 11 :1 Q)
seems to lend credence to this belief.
The precious record made at God's command and under his direction
in Adam's day would have been cherished and protected by righteous
peoples from the time the engravings had been started. They would
have been protected through the line of the "preachers of
righteousness," even to the time of Enoch's people, and beyond, when
the Brother of Jared was shown ''all the inhabitants of the earth which
had been, and also all that would be ...unto the ends of the earth"
(Ether 1 :90). Enoch is mentioned in connection with the book of remem
brance (Genesis 6:46,4?ff).
This precious record, understandably, would have been treasured by
the God-fearing people when God confounded the wicked at the time of
the great tower. A later reference in Jaredite history gives evidence that
the Jaredites brought this record with them when they migrated from the
Eastern Hemisphere to Ancient America (Ether 3:80). Ether 3.68ff tells
of a wicked king by the name of Jared, who could see no means of
regaining the throne which he had usurped and then lost. His conniving
daughter reminded him,
Hath he not read the record which our fathers brought across the
great deep? Behold, is there not an account concerning them of old,
that they by their secret plans did obtain kingdoms and great glory?
-Ether 3:80,81
She suggested a conspiracy inspired by Cain's secret pact with
Satan, recorded in Genesis 5: 14-16, 35-39. (Also, see Helaman
2:150-154; Ill Nephi 2:8, 11.)
Ether tells of the downfall and final battle of the once great nation of
Jaredites, due to their wickedness. The Jaredites were succeeded by
another e,ivili<:ation in Anvient Ameriva, the NephiteG.
At one point in Nephite history, forty-three men sent by King Limhi
failed in their mission but instead made a very important discovery.
They did find a land which had been peopled; yea, a land which was
covered with dry bones; yea, a land which had been peopled, and
which had been destroyed.
-Mosiah 9: 167
5

Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris, who were granted
A view of ... the Urim and Thummim, which were given to the
Brother of Jared upon the mount, when he talked with the Lord face
to face.
-D&C 15:1b
Those two stones in Bible times were called the Urim and Thummim

(Exodus 28:30). In the Book of Mormon they were called interpreters
(Mosiah 5:73),

And whosoever has these things is called seer, after the manner of
old times.
-Mosiah 12:21
The earliest named seer is Enoch (Genesis 6:38-40). The seer of
fered prayer to God for direction or light, and the answer was given
through the Urim and Thummim.
The things which God revealed to the Brother of Jared in the mount
were "forbidden to come unto the children of men, until after" Christ
should be "lifted up upon the cross" (Ether 1 :94).
When King Mosiah translated the plates at the request of King Limhi,
he understood the sacredness of that great record, and King Mosiah did
"keep them that they should not come unto the world until after Christ
should shew himself unto his people" (Ether 1 :95,96).
After the fall of the once great Nephite nation, Moroni abridged the
twenty-four gold plates, thus giving us the Book of Ether. He recorded
that the record of the Brother of Jared had been in the hands of the
Nephites. He said,
And after Christ truly had shewed himself unto his people, he com
manded that they [the twenty-four gold plates] should be made
manifest.
-Ether 1 :96
Because the Nephites had dwindled in unbelief, Moroni wrote of
these plates, "I am commanded that I should hide them up again in the
earth" (Ether 1 :97).
Moroni also wrote,
And he commanded me that I should seal them up; and he also hath
commanded that I should seal up the interpretation thereof;
wherefore I have sealed up the interpreters, according to the com
mandment of the Lord. For the Lord said unto me, They shall not go
forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they shall repent of their iniq
uity, and become clean before the Lord; and... exercise faith in
me. . even as the Brother of Jared did, that they may become
7

The Greatness of the Jaredites
When the Jaredites pied with God that they might remain together as
a people, God granted them this privilege, and promised them
greatness:
And there shall be none greater than the nation which I will raise up
unto me of thy seed, upon all the face of the earth. And this I will do
unto thee because this long time ye have cried unto me.
-Ether 1 :20,21
Some have pointed out that this was literally fulfilled when the
Jaredites attained their zenith as a nation, 1250-1100 B.C., when the
Old World cultures were low. The Israelites were just becoming a nation
under Saul, David, and Solomon. Egypt was on the wane, and
Mesopotamia (Assyria) was not yet powerful.
However, the real basis for greatness of the Jaredites rested in their
obedience to God, for they were in possession of the precious book of
remembrance.
Being in possession of that great treasure gave them access to infor
mation possessed by no other people on the face of the earth, giving
them knowledge we have not yet obtained, but which has been prom
ised when we are qualified to receive the fullness of the record given to
the Brother of Jared (Ether 1 :101 ). With this great knowledge, the
Jaredites had the possibilities of growing spiritually without limitation.
That they failed, left them no other alternative but destruction.
The Nephites were not permitted this information until after Christ
appeared to them after his resurrection. They, too, had that wonderful
opportunity to have grown into the Zionic state of perfection, but they,
too, failed. Therefore, like the Jaredites, there was no alternative for
them but destruction. What great lesson will we as a people learn from
this?
As shown earlier (page 4), "a book of remembrance" was kept in the
days of Adam as God directed (Genesis 5,6,9,4 7). This was a
genealogy of the "children of God ... of the generations of Adam"
(Genesis 6:9).
When Jesus visited the Nephites, he gave them the words of Malachi
Ill Nephi 11 :2,3). Hence, both Malachi and Ill Nephi mention "a book of
remembrance" in the same words:
Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the
Lord hearkened and heard; and a book of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his
name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth
his own son that serveth him.
-Malachi 3:16, 17 or lll Nephi 11 :19,20
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The emphasis is that the names of the righteous were recorded in
both the book described in Genesis and the book described in Malachi
(or Ill Nephi). John the Revelator wrote in his vision of seeing
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of
life .... And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire.
-Revelation 20: 12, 15
One ca.n only wonder if there may be a correlation between the book
of remembrance in which was inscribed the names of the righteous
beginning in the days of Adam; the book of remembrance described by
Malachi (or Ill Nephi) in which was written the names of "them that feared
the Lord," whom he said he would spare; and the book of life.
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PART II
THE BRASS PLATES
The Revelation to Moses
When the Jaredites left the Eastern hemisphere with their records,
the Old World was devoid of essential knowledge concerning the crea
tion and all things from the beginning. God revealed this essential infor
mation to Moses. Genesis 1 : 1 , Inspired Version says:
And it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
Behold, I reveal unto you concerning this heaven and this earth;
write the words which I speak.
There follows the biblical account of the creation and all things from the
beginning to the time of Moses.
Thus there are two originals of the scriptures:
1) The book of remembrance, recorded by Adam, Enoch
and others as the events transpired from the beginning until the
Jaredites left the Old World, taking this record with them.
2 ) God's revelation to Moses-an account of the creation and all
the essentials from the beginning. It is through this revelation
to Moses that the world even today has all that is in the Bible from
Adam to Moses.
This second "original" account is not as complete as was the
first original (Ether 1 : 1-4).
Moses was told to write that which God revealed to him (his testimony),

and place it in the ark of the covenant (Exodus 25: 21).
The ark of the covenant was a small wooden, gold-covered chest
carried by the Israelites in their wanderings. It was approximately four
feet long, by two and one-half feet wide, and two and one-half feet deep,
or 2½ x 1 ½ x 1½ cubits (Exodus 25:10). A cubit equals 1.824 feet. In
the ark of the covenant were the ten commandments written on two
tables of stone (Exodus 34:1,28), Aaron's rod, a golden pot of manna
(Hebrews 9:4), and Moses' great testimony, also known as the "book of

the law" (Exodus 25:21: Deuteronomy 31 :24-26).

Obviously the small ark of the covenant could not have held the ex
tensive revelation to Moses had it been written on stone. Therefore
some other permanent medium had to be employed. Engravings on
metal plates was an art practiced in Moses' day (Exodus 28:36). The
first mention of brass was in Genesis 5:32 (King James Version,
Genesis 4:22), in the days of Tubal Cain, "an artificer in brass and iron."
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Most of these fragments were of parchment or of leather, but there
were also some copper scrolls, which some scholars believe may have
been taken from the temple and hidden before the Roman legions arrived
in A.O. 70. "It is very rare to find a Hebrew text on thinly beaten sheets
of copper such as these" (Ibid. p. 346). This statement obviously lends
support to the Book of Mormon claim having to do with the keeping of
records on precious metals. Our purpose here in particular, however, is
to draw attention to Moses' writing on the plates of brass in Egyptian
hieroglyphics which had bMn translated into Hebrew in order to be of
practical use to the Jews in Jerusalem. The Qumran Scrolls prove this
point.

Moses' Final Words
Moses continued to write as God directed him from time to time.
When his writings were finally completed, which seems to have been
near the time of his death, he commanded that they be kept in the ark of
the covenant (Deuteronomy 31 :24).
Moses' last service to his people was to gather the officers of the
tribes of Israel and warn them,
I know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn
aside from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall
you.
-Deuteronomy 31 : 2 7 -30
Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the cove
nant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against
thee.
-Verse 26

The Ark of the Covenant
The ark of the covenant, one of the most sacred possessions of the
Israelites, was made at God's command. It was elaborately covered with
gold inside and out, with the significant pure gold mercy seat on top (Ex
odus 25: 17). God said, "I will commune with thee from above the mercy
seat (Exodus 25:22). The mercy seat. of course. was symbolic of God's
offer of mercy on terms of repentance and obedience (Alma 19:93ff).
At first the ark of the covenant was part of the tabernacle, kept in the
holy of holies, as the Israelites wandered in the wilderness. Under the
leadership of Moses' successor, Joshua, the ark took a prominent place,
on occasion leading the march (Joshua 3:11 ;6:6-13).
Because of the disobedience.and willfulness of the Israelites, God
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according to God's instructions, Lehi took his family and fled into the
wilderness. They were joined by Ishmael's family, and later by Zoram,
servant of Laban.
Before taking their final leave of Jersualem, Lehi's sons were com
manded by God to go to their kinsman, Laban, and get the records which
he had in his possession.
For behold, Laban hath the record of the Jews, and also a genealogy
of thy forefathers, and they are engraven upon plates of brass.
-I Nephi 1 :61

It was an exceedingly difficult task to get the plates from Laban's
private treasury, but the task was accomplished through God's interven
tion. Had the plates been kept at that time in the ark of the covenant, in
the temple, in the holy of holies, it would have been practically impos
sible to have gotten them. Undoubtedly the hand of God was at work
long, long before, arranging that the plates be kept in certain families in
order that they might be secured and saved when Jerusalem was about
to be destroyed.
Having obtained the records, Lehi's sons delivered them to their
father Lehi in the wilderness where there was great rejoicing and
thanksgiving. Then Lehi began to search the plates (I Nephi 1: 158). He
discovered that he, like Laban, was a descendant of Joseph who was
sold into Egypt (I Nephi 1 :165). This being true, Lehi, like Laban, had the
right to keep the records (verse 168). When Lehi read all these things,
He was filled with the Spirit, and began to prophesy concerning his
seed; that these plates should go forth unto all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people, who were of his seed.
-I Nephi 1 : 1 69

The Brass Plates Left the Old World
The Book of Mormon tells of the wilderness experiences of Lehi and
his small colony, and how they finally crossed the waters to Ancient
America, bringing with them the plates of brass.
The righteous members of this group became known as the
Nephites, the rebellious part of the colony were called Lamanites.
The Nephites cherished the brass plates, and Nephi, who had been
taught by his father Lehi the use of the Egyptian language, began making
records of his own, also in the Egyptian language.
I make a record in the language of my father, which consists of the
learning of the Jews and the language of the Egyptians.
-I Nephi 1 :1
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Scripture:
Nephi wrote:
I, Nephi, did teach my brethren these things ... I did read many
things to them, which were engraven upon the plates of
brass.... And I did read many things unto them, which were written
in the book of Moses.
-I Nephi 6:1-3
King Benjamin wrote:
And he also taught them concerning the records which were
engraven on the plates of brass, saying, My sons, I would that ye
should remember, that were it not for these plates, which contain
these records and commandments, we must have suffered in ig
norance, even at this present time, not knowing the mysteries of
God: for it were not possible that our father Lehi could have
remembered all these things, to have taught them to his children, ex
cept it were for the help of these plates.
-Mosiah 1 :4,5
Nephi testified:
I have workings ir.i the spirit, which doth weary me, even that all my
joints are weak, for those who are at Jerusalem; for had not the Lord
been merciful, to shew unto me concerning them, even as he had
prophets of old, I should have perished also; and he surely did shew
unto the prophets of old, all things concerning them; and also he did
shew unto many concerning us; wherefore, it must needs be, that
we know concerning them, for they are written upon the plates of
brass.
-I Nephi 5:260-264
Alma testified:
Were it not for these things that these records do contain, which are
upon these plates, Ammon and his brethren could not have convinc
ed so many thousands of the Lamanites, of the incorrect traditions of
their fathers; yea, these records and their words, brought them unto
repentance; that is, they brought them to the knowledge of the Lord
their God, and to rejoice in Jesus Christ their Redeemer. And who
knoweth but what they will be the means of bringing many thousands
of them, yea, and also many thousands of our stiff-necked brethren,
the Nephites, who are now hardening their hearts, in sins and ini
quities, to the knowledge of their Redeemer.
-Alma 17:38-40

The Egyptian Language:
Lehi had knowledge of the Egyptian language before he and his
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every nation, kindred, tongue and people, that they shall know of the
mysteries contained thereon. And now behold, if they are kept, they
must retain their brightness; yea, and they will retain their
brightness; yea, and also shall all the plates which do contain that
which is holy writ.
-Alma 17:32-34
Alma's prophecy confirms what was given through Nephi many years
earlier, that "These plates of brass should never perish, neither should
they be dimmed any more by time" (I Nephi 1 :170).
The brass plates are yet to go to all who are of the seed of Lehi,
regardless of where they may be in the world (I Nephi 1: 169). as well as
"unto every nation, kindred, tongue and people" (Alma 17:33).

Where Are the Brass Plates?
Ammoron hid "all the sacred records which had been handed down
from generation to generation" (IV Nephi 1 :58) in the Hill Shim A.O. 320
(IV Nephi 1 :4).
Mormon, the great Nephite general, gathered his people together in
A.O. 384, knowing that the final battle between the Nephites and
Lamanites was about to take place. Being "commanded of the Lord" to
protect the records, Mormon went to the Hill Shim, which could not have
been far distant, and secured the plates which had been hidden there
and hid them in the Hill Cumorah (Mormon 2:25; 3:6-8). Mormon hid all
the sacred records with the exception of a few which he had abridged
(the plates of Nephi) and some of his own writings, which he gave to his
son Moroni.
The only plates which Joseph Smith took from the Hill Cumorah in
New York and translated were:
The plates of Mormon's abridgment (which included the
smaller plates of Nephi)
The plates of Mormon (After Mormon's death, Moroni com
pleted his father's record)
The plates of Moroni's abridgment (which is the Book of
Ether, an abridgment of the twenty-four gold plates)
A record which Moroni wrote.
The brass plates, like the twenty-tour gold plates, remain hidden.
In God's own due time all of the plates are to come forth.
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The brass plates are to "go forth unto every nation, kindred, tongue
and people" (Alma 17:33).
The brass plates will serve as an "original" of the Scriptures.
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PARTIII

THE INSPIRED VERSION
When the Jaredites left the Eastern Hemisphere for Ancient America,
taking with them the book of remembrance, there was left in the Old
World no scriptural account of the creation and all things from the begin
ning. God's revelation to Moses filled that great void. Many generations
later when Lehi and his colony left Jerusalem for Ancient America, taking
with them the brass plates, there was no need for God to reveal
everything again from the beginning, as there had been many transla
tions and copies made of the Scriptures given to Moses and his
successors.
The Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in the 1 950s supplied translations
into Aramaic Hebrew for practically all of the Old Testament-the New
Testament having been translated into Greek-with hundreds of copies
which had been made of portions of the Scriptures.
Scribes copied the translations of the Scriptures by hand when
copies were needed. Every effort was made to produce exact copies
from copies. By the time Jesus was born, the most recent book of the
Old Testament, Malachi, had been copied and recopied for more than
four hundred years. Translations of the books that Moses wrote had
been copied for more than fourteen hundred years. Although scribes
worked with painstaking care, manual errors occurred.
Many sacred writings were lost through carelessness, others were
willfully burned and destroyed. From these copies various translations
and versions came.
The first Greek translation of the Old Testament was the Septuagint.
Among the ancient versions was the Latin Vulgate, translated by Jerome
about A.O. 400. This was the standard Bible of the Roman Catholic
Church for about a thousand years. The Latin Vulgate was used in the

first efforts to produce the Anglo-Saxon translations. When James I
became king of England, fifty-four scholars were selected to make a ver
sion of the Bible. These fifty-four Greek and Hebrew scholars began
their work in 160 7 and completed it in 1611 . It was called the Author
ized Version, popularly known as the King James Version. Since its first
issue in 1 611, a considerable number of changes have been made in it.

Much Was Lost Through the Many Translations
Much that God revealed unto Moses was lost through the many
translations. God told Moses that this would take place.
The children of men shall esteem my words as naught, and take

many of them from the book which you shall write.
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-D&C 22:24b

Some of the early translators freely admitted making "additions,
corrections, and subtractions" in the Septuagint version. Dupin, in his

Complete History of the Canon and Writers of the Books of the

Old Testament,

says

In short we must confess that there are many differences betwixt the
Hebrew text and the version of the Septuagint, which arise from the
corruption and confusion that are in the Greek version we now have.
It is certain that it hath been revised divers times, and that several
authors have taken liberty to add thereunto, to RETRENCH and
correct divers things . .
It cannot be said that no fault has crept into the scriptures by the
negligence or inadvertency of the transcribers, or even by the
BOLDNESS of those who have ventured to strike out, ADD, or
change some words which they thought necessary to be omitted,
added or changed.
. . .it is no wonder that the primitive Christians ... had lost the
originals of their books . ... 'In the primitive ages there was no talk
of reading the Holy Scriptures in the originals; any copy whatever,
provided it was used in the orthodox churches, might be relied upon
as if it had been the first original.'
-Quoted in the Preface of the Inspired Version, pp. 4,5
The Preface also states:
The King James' Translation was made from no uniform edition what
soever.
-p.5
It was this incomplete King James Version which the Pilgrim Fathers
brought with them when they landed at Plymouth colony, the first settle
ment in New England, in 1620.
The Pilgrim Fathers were one hundred and two separatists from the
Church of England who came to America aboard the Mayflower. In The
Light and the Glory, Peter Marshall and David Manuel say of the
Separatists,
These were radicals who held that the Church of England was
already corrupted beyond any possibility of purification. Moreover,
they believed that the Church could only be under the headship of

Jesus Christ, and hence no person, not even the Queen, could take

the title "Head of the Church." They chose to separate themselves
from the Church, and conduct their own worship ....
Now the Separatists were hounded, bullied, forced to pay
assessments to the Church of England, clapped into prison on
trumped-up charges, and driven underground. They met in private
homes, to which they came at staggered intervals and by different
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routes, because they were constantly being spied upon. 1

-p. 108

This group joined with those other Separatists who had already
sought religious asylum in Holland. In Leyden, they forged together
under adversity.
Increasingly, the Separatists came to believe that America was the
place to which God intended them to go ...to build themselves as
lively stones into a spiritual house, or temple, for the Lord to dwell
in.2
-pp. 109, 110
Nephi was shown in vision the coming of Gentiles "upon the land of
promise . . . who had gone forth out of captivity . . . and the power of the
Lord was with them" (I Nephi 3:149,152). Nephi "beheld a book"
(verse 157) in the hands of these Gentiles, which was a "record like un
to the engravings which are upon the plates of brass, save there are not
so many" (verse 163). Nephi was shown that when the book "pro
ceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew it contained the plainness of the
gospel of the Lord" (verse 165), but that there would be "taken away
from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which are plain and most
precious; and also many covenants of the Lord" (verses 168, 169).
And all this have they done that they might pervert the right ways of
the Lord; that they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of the
children of men.... Because of these things which are taken away
out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceeding great many do stumble,
yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power over them.
-I Nephi 3:170, 175
Nephi's vision also included the promise that these Gentiles shall not
"for ever remain in that awful state of blindness" (verse 179).
Moses received a promise of the Lord that although many of the
things would be taken from the book which he would write, "Behold, I
will raise up another like unto you, and they shall be had again among the
children of men, among even as many as shall believe" (D&C 22:24).

One "like unto Moses"
It is claimed that among those who came from England on the
Mayflower, there was an ancestor of Joseph Smith, Jr., the young
'Peter Marshall and David Manuel, The Light and the Glory (Old Tappan, New
Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1940), p. 108.
2
/bid., pp. 109, 110.
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prophet through whom God worked to establish the Restored Gospel in
the latter days. History establishes without doubt the fact that Joseph
Smith was of English descent, and that his family represented refinement
and culture, plus strong leadership ability, and that they made some
outstanding contributions to the community in which they lived.
Though Joseph Smith came of the finest English stock, and though
both his father and mother were schoolteachers, Joseph himself lacked
formal education and training for the work which God called him to do.
Therefore, it is apparent that his accomplishments were not those of
Joseph the man, but of Joseph, servant of God.
God gave unto Moses a spokesman, his brother Aaron (Exodus
4:14-16). God gave unto Joseph Smith a spokesman, Sidney Rigdon
(D&C 97:3).
One great task for Joseph Smith followed another in rapid succes
sion. He completed the translation of the Book of Mormon March 1829;
printing of the Book of Mormon was completed March 26, 1830; the
church was organized April 6, 1830. Closely following, Joseph Smith
was required to launch into another stupendous task, that of the revision,
or "translation," of the Bible. This seems to have been started June
1830, with Sidney Rigdon as his scribe. The Lord suspended this work
December 1830 (D&C 37:1 a). Joseph had been required to go from
Ohio to Missouri in interest of the newly organized church. In February
1831, the Lord stipulated that a house be built for Joseph "in which to
live and translate" (D&C 41 :3a). In January 1832, the word of the Lord
came that Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon were to preach "in the
regions round about until conference," after which "it is expedient to
continue with the work of the translation until it is finished" (D&C
73:1,2). Approximately one year later, February 2, 1833, the New
Testament was completed (Church History 1 :278), and July 2, 1833
marked the completion of the Old Testament. Joseph wrote:
We this day finished the translating of the scriptures, for which we

returned gratitude to our heavenly Father.'

Sidney Rigdon also wrote of July 2, 1833, that they had "finished the
translation of the Bible a few hours since..." 2
The Bible used by Joseph Smith for this work was a copy of the
Authorized (K.J.) Version. This old Bible came into the possession of
Alexander H. Smith, son of Joseph and Emma Smith. Alexander H.

Smith's daughter, Vida Smith Yates, gave it to her cousin, President

Israel A. Smith, grandson of Joseph Smith. Israel A. Smith presided over
the Church from 1946 to 1958. Israel A. Smith transferred ownership of
' The History of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, Vol. 1 (Independence, Missouri: Herald House, 1896), p. 302.

• Ibid., p. 303.
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this historic old Bible to the Church Department of History, The
Auditorium, Independence, Missouri, May 9, 1944. It remains in
possession of the Church Library.'

Printing of the Inspired Version
Although Joseph Smith's work on the Bible was completed in 1833,
printing of the Inspired Version did not take place until long after his
death.
It had been planned to print the "New Translation" in Missouri, but
the printing press at Independence, Missouri was destroyed by a mob
July 30, 1833.
A letter to William W. Phelps, dated June 25, 1833, signed by
Joseph Smith, Jr., Sidney Rigdon, and F. G. Williams, stated:
In regard to the printing of the New Translation; it cannot be done un
til we can attend to it ourselves, and this we will do as soon as the
Lord permits. 2
While the work of correction was still in progress, the Lord gave in
structions February 9, 1831,
Thou shalt ask, and my scriptures shall be given as I have appointed,
and they shall be preserved in safety; and it is expedient that thou
shouldst hold thy peace concerning them, and not teach them until
thou hast received them in full. And I give unto you a commandment,
that then ye shall teach them unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and
people.

-D&C 42:15

It is evident that the Lord was not willing that any of the "New
Translation" (or revision) was "to be printed in The Evening and the
Morning Star in Zion (in Independence, Missouri), but when it would be
published, it must be published in its entirety, when these scriptures

were to go to the world.

It was not until 1867, in the days of the Reorganization, that the In
spired Version was finally printed and made available to those who had
eagerly awaited its coming forth.
11nez Smith Davis, The Story of the Church (Independence, Missouri: Herald
House, 1964), p. 50.
2
Church History 1:301.
25

What the Inspired Version Is
A. B. Phillips wrote of the Inspired Version,
The Inspired Version is believed to supply by divine inspiration texts
that had been omitted from the Bible manuscripts and versions. . . It
is evident that only divine inspiration could now supply those por
tions of the inspired book which have been omitted from the text by
copyists, or which contain mistakes in the manuscripts themselves.
That such mistakes exist is not denied by any biblical scholar who
has examined the manuscripts, which contain various differences of
great importance as well as some of less serious nature. In restoring
by inspiration texts which had been thus omitted, and in producing a
version which removes much ambiguity and some evident lack of
textual harmony, the renderings of the Inspired Version are therefore
remarkably illuminating. This version also makes important correc
tions of the Authorized Version in doctrine and morals, but does not
assume to be a word for word translation of every verse in the Bible.
The work is known as The Holy Scriptures.'
Joseph Smith 111, testifying in the Temple Lot Suit, said,
We regard the Inspired Translation, and take it for just what it pur
ports to be, a correction and translation of the Old and New
Testaments by the Spirit of inspiration, by Joseph Smith, and place it
side by side with the Book of Mormon and the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants.
We do not consider it infallible, nor do we consider the Bible infalli
ble. We do not consider anything that passes through human hands
to be infallible. 2

The Original Scriptures Are to be Restored
Although many precious truths and covenants have been restored in
the Inspired Version, the fullness of the restoration of all things is yet to
be. This will include the fullness of knowledge as contained in the
originals of the Scriptures. God promised,
He that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion of
the word, until it is given unto him to know the mysteries of God, until
they know them in full.
-Alma9:18
'Phillips, Helps to Bible Study, p. 70.

2

Abstract of Evidence in the Circuit Court of the United States, Western
Division, at Kansas City (Mo.): (Lamoni, Iowa: Herald Publishing House, 1893),
p. 493.
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When the time comes that there is consistent obedience, the cove
nant God made with Enoch will be fulfilled:
And this is mine everlasting covenant, that when thy posterity shall
embrace the truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look downward,
and all the heavens shall shake with gladness, and the earth shall
tremble with joy; and the general assembly of the church of the first
born shall come down out of heaven, and possess the earth, and
shall have place until the end come. And this is mine everlasting
covenant, which I made with thy father Enoch.
-Genesis 9:22,23
Also contingent upon complete obedience to God's commandments
(sanctification) is the coming forth of the record of the marvelous things
shown unto the Brother of Jared:
They shall not go forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they shall
repent of their iniquity, and become clean before the Lord. And in
that day that they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as
the Brother of Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me,
then will I manifest unto them the things which the Brother of Jared
saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations.
-Ether 1: 100,101
God's revelation of all things, of course, includes all that was given
unto mankind from the days of Adam:
The book of remembrance-the first original Scriptures, and
all that was written on the twenty-four gold plates.
The brass plates-all that was revealed unto Moses, the sec
ond "original" of the Scriptures.
God's promises are to an obedient people. He promises to restore
to them all things_ When He restores those records, nothing will be
withheld.
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AT A GLANCE
Eastern Hemisphere

Western Hemisphere

God has always instructed his people to keep records. He commanded
Adam to keep a record - Genesis 6: 4 7.
One of God's first commandments to the newly organized church in
1830 was to keep a record - D&C 1 9: 1 .
Adam started

he record:
Gen. 6:5,6,9,47
t

It was con
t inued through
Enoch's time:
Gen. 6:26ff
Great TowerJaredites - Book of Remembrance
______________________. Ether 1:7ff

Ether 3:80,81
Moses - Gen. 1 :1
Background D&C 22
Instructions:
Ex. 25:21
Deut. 31 :24-26
Translations
Nephites - Brass Plates
______________________. into Hebrew

I Nephi 1 :61,62; Mosiah 1 :4,5
More engravings on the book of remembrance
than on the plates of brass - Ether 1:2-5

J

r---------------------I
Gentiles - King James Version

I
I

I

I
I

I Nephi 3:161-169

Moses told many things would be lost, restored D&C 22:16,24
Much restored in Inspired Version
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