“When is it my turn?”  


A question that comes out of eager voices often, 


but voices that are quieted quickly 



when it is suddenly their turn.  

Whether a child or an adult, 


suddenly having control 



is a much different story then watching someone else do it.  

I saw it on our fishing boat, 


when I let someone else pull up the shrimp or crab pots.  



Their questioning turns into grunting 



and comments on how it is much harder than it looks.  

I saw it during Search and Rescue trainings, 


when someone is told that they are to run the scenario 



that they just said they completely understood 



and would have no problem doing themselves.  


There is suddenly a lot more questions 



when no one else is going to make sure it is all done right.  

A majority of people holding Eva are up for it, 


until she starts to cry, 



then their turn is over.

For the disciples in today's passage, 


I don't know if they asked, 



“When is it my turn?”  


But I do know that suddenly, 



everything they had been watching Jesus do, 




they were called to do 



without Jesus there to pick up the pieces if they lost control.  


After months of watching Jesus at work, 



they were now called to do the same things that Jesus had done.  




They were to drive out evil spirits 




and heal every disease and sickness.  

Now most likely, 


this group of fishermen, 


zealots, 


tax-collectors 


and other common workers 



had never healed before, 



nor had they driven out demons before.  

If you would have asked them to do so even the day before, 


they might have mirrored what Jesus did, 



but would have found it fruitless.  

The reason being, 


they did not have the authority to drive out demons 


or to heal disease and sicknesses before then.

We again in Matthew, 


find ourselves discussing “authority.”  


Exousia, 



the right to control, 



having jurisdiction, 



power to change.  

It finds its root in the idea of being free, 


having no hinderances, 


not prevented by a higher power or court.  

Movies like to emphasize the frustration cops have with dealing with foreign diplomats.  


As long as the diplomat is at the embassy, 



even in New York or Washington D.C., 


a majority of U.S. Laws and statutes do not apply to them.  



For police forces have no authority over them.  




So they can park illegally all that they want, 





without the ramifications that you and I would experience.

The disciples were not given the right to park poorly, 


they were given the authority over demons, 


diseases and sickness.  

Why?  


What is Jesus trying to do?

To start out with, 


we just acknowledged in the previous passage that the workers are few.  

So calling on the disciples to start doing what their teacher is doing 


is a good first step to adding workers to the harvest field.  

As we will explore in greater detail next week, 


the 12 that Jesus ordained, 



definitely fit the title workers.  


None of them were more experienced, 


better trained in their profession, 



than anyone in this room.  

They were workers.

But the reason that these workers were able to do so much, 


is that they were using the authority that Jesus gave them, 


to do the work that Jesus gave them.  

If they would have taken the authority to drive out spirits and heal, 


and then tried to grow crops 


or open a restaurant, 

their authority would have been squandered and useless.

Growing up, 


a regular announcement in the church's bulletin 



was a spiritual gifts class.  

It was a training where you discovered what some of your Spiritual Gifts were 


and then found areas in which you could use those for the body of Christ.  

In 1 Corinthians 12, 


you will hopefully remember that Paul was teaching the Corinthians 



that there are different kinds of gifts, 




service and workings, 



but the same Spirit, 




Lord, and God who work them in all men.  

All of these gifts start in God's authority 


and God gives them as God pleases to people at certain times.  

In our passage today, 


Jesus gives two specific gifts to the 12 disciples, 



with good reason.  

The 12 that he called, 


are of course an echo of the 12 tribes of Israel.  

The 12 tribes were supposed to bring healing and life to the nations, 


by driving out evil 


and restoring health.  

So these 12 men, 


are called by Jesus, 


and respond to Jesus, 



and he gives them authority to do the work that Jesus needs them to do 




as the representative 12.  

Jesus is the new Israel, 


and these 12 men are the representative 12 sons of Israel, 



who were to carryout their Father's calling.  

Jesus, 


as we have seen for the last couple of chapters, 



has been healing and driving out demons.  


So that is what these 12 men are to continue doing.

It is important to notice Matthew's choice of words to describe these 12 men.  


They are not any 12 men, 



they are Jesus' twelve men.  


They are not conscripted, 



but they are called,




urgently invited to accept responsibilities for a particular task.  



It is that subtle difference between enlisting 




or being drafted into the Army.  


The volunteering in response to a need is key.  

Finally, there is the title.  


We use the word so often, 



disciples, 


that we often forget what it means.  

Disciples are learners, 


students.  

We tend to be harsh on the mistakes of the disciples 


and how they miss Jesus' full calling on them, 



not realizing he is the Son of God.  

But they are learners, 


not professionals.  


They are students.  


We as Jesus' disciples are also students,



not professionsals.




So we need to be able to forgive ourselves when we fall short.

There is a reason Driver's Ed cars are equipped with a  chicken brake.  


Because these are students, learners, 



ones who are going to make mistakes.  

These are the types of men that Jesus gives authority to.  

This is also a major reason that Jesus' church has at its bedrock the act of forgiveness.  


Workers are workers.  



They are called to a task 




and will do it to their best ability.  


But they will make mistakes 



and mess up.  

Even Doctors, 


who have 12 years of training in their specialty, 



still call what they do a “practice.”  


Life is not going to go perfectly all the time.

Acknowledging that we are all still students in the Jesus School, 


we also must acknowledge another part of this text that I have already hinted at.  

These twelve learners were given authority over Spirits and to heal.  


But we, 



as fellow learners, 



fellow disciples of Jesus 




may have been given other areas of authority.  




Or have been given these abilities in certain circumstances, 





but not necessarily for every occasion.

At the end of Matthew, 


in the Great Commission, 

Jesus states, 

“All authority in heaven and on earth



 has been given to me.”  

So we know that Jesus is free to address 


has the authority to address any and every situation.  

But what he gives authority to the 11 disciples to spread to others is 


is the ability to be a learner as well.  



“They are to make disciples of all nations, 



baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 



and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  
So while this commission does not explicitly say 


“drive out demons and heal,” 



it does not mean no one will be able to do that anymore.  

There are examples happening everyday 

on every level 


of people doing so.  



Whether that is with a defibrillator 



or laying hands on someone, 




some have that healing authority in their lives 




or for an important moment. 



Demons are being driven out by some through drugs, 



others therapy, 



or some exorcisms.  

But what all are called to, 


are to be learners of Jesus, 



to be his disciples 



and let him show them what authorities he has blessed them with 



and how he wants them to use them.  

For Jesus has not left us high and dry, 


but concludes the commission by reminding the 11, 



“And surely I am with you always, 




to the very end of the age.”
So, we move forward 


knowing that Jesus has removed all barriers 


and given us freedom to make learners of him.  

He has aided us in that process, 


by giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

now we are called to obey everything that Jesus commanded his first set of learners.  


Part of that learning 


is hearing and discerning where Jesus has called you 



to exercise his authority in your lives.  

So may his love, 


forgiveness, 


mercy, 


grace, 


and calling to be a family in God occur in your thought life,



 in your family life, 



in your work life, 



in your recreational life.  

May you take the time to study and learn from his word 


how Jesus is calling you to use your particular slice of his authority 



in building his Kingdom. 

All the gifts are needed, 


if all areas of Jesus' way of living are going to occur here on earth, 



as they do in heaven.

Now is the time.


It is your turn!

He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.
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