12 “trusted, hand selected, USDA certified breeders” = 12 puppy mills uncovered. Heartland Pets in the Millcreek Mall in
Erie, PA gets their puppies from puppy mills. Puppy mills are places where large numbers of breeding dogs are confined
in horrendous conditions, all for the purpose of making puppies for profit. Puppy Mills are LEGAL in the US.
Change is in order on many levels, but Heartland can choose to do the right thing NOW and transition to a humane
model. Or they can continue to profit from animal cruelty. Tell Heartland to Go Humane, or Go Away.

This “USDA Licensed breeder” has over 100 dogs on his property. He has violations for things including excessive buildup
of filth, and puppies with legs trapped between the wires of their wire-bottomed enclosures.
The minimum USDA regulations that are enforced by the APHIS are extremely out of date. If you or I kept a dog in the
conditions that are legally allowed in puppy mills, we would be investigated for animal cruelty. Tougher regulations are
needed at the puppy mill level. But most importantly, people need to be informed that puppy mills & animal cruelty are
REAL. There are 10,000 mills (licensed and NOT licensed) supplying 35,000 pet stores across the country, and
COUNTLESS websites.
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