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Build A FI Background
December 6, The ‘Waterford Mistorical Society, Inc. was founded in 1967. Its
Caroling & purpose was to preserve the quality of life in ‘Waterford and to -
Town Tree Li present activities, lectures, demonstrations, and programs to the
community. »
Contributor In 1967 the newly ofgqnized Waterford Mistorical Society saved
— the slated-for-destruction circa 1740 gambrel-roofed house at
The Day 157 Boston Post Road that had earlier served as the Jordan
Schoolhouse. It is the oldest surviving public building in
CeEdi tor s: Waterford. e
Mi chel e Ped In 1974, the 1839 Lydia and Orrin Beebe house was also moved
to the historic Jordan Green. The floor plan of this house is
Juli e Wai ns typical of ‘Waterford homes o) almost two centuries, and the
fumishing are in keeping with this period of time.
In 1983 the mdfgarct ‘Washburn Stacy Memorial
Barn/Museum and the Village Blacksmith Shop, both of post
U and beam construction, were added to Jordan Green. The
Contact S barn/museum houses farm implements and tools from
Waterford Hi Waterford's farming past. The blacksmith shop has a working
forge and is equipped with a complete set of 19th century
Soci ety | ‘smithing tools for display and demonstration. I9n that same
’ year, the Courtland R. and Alice L. Darrow Corn-Crib was
P . 0. B o x moved to the Green.
Wat er ford 0 1CT/ In 1989 the J. Morgan Miner, Jr. €ducation Center was
constructed and dedicated giving much needed space for
8688B529 workshops, seminars, and other group activities of an historical
nature. '
As originally printed in
www.at erfordcthistorica
Now Linked to 3 CT §
waterfordcthistorical s¢
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"WHAT DOES BEING A MEMBER OF THE
WATERFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEAN TO YOU?"

<I>

"1 was born, raised and have lived in Waterford all my life (80 years).
I went eight years to the former Jordan Schoo! before entering and
graduating from W.M.1. in New London. I have seen Waterford grow
from a rural town to what it is today. Having belonged to the Waterford
Historical society since its inception, I have learned to appreciate my
heritage from the excellent programs the Society has given;, being aware
of what I had overlooked while growing up and meeting so many good
Waterford people who have shared their backgrounds with us.

"My one hope is that the younger people will continue to do the good
work the Society is doing now."

--- Louise (‘'Weedee' Robinson) Byars

<II>

"The years I've been a member of the Waterford Historical Society
have increased my enjoyment of local history and have certainly increased
my knowledge of the town's past. However, I think the most valuable
aspect of the Waterford Historical Society is the group of extraordinary
members who make things happen. Not only have I enjoyed the fruits of
their labors, but I've also enjoyed the distinctive personalities which give
such character to the Society and the community. In today's world of
impersonal contacts, it is heartwarming to find people who care so much
about the past and its relationship to the present and the future."

--- Dotty Reed

<III>

“As a transplant from the Midwest, I was in New England without those deep roots
from the past to help me understand the present. The Waterford Historical Society has
helped to fill in that background and show me that people are people no matter where they
live and that the New England flavor is delectable."

--- Margo Rose

Reprinted from an earlier edition of The Crier
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<IV>

"The Waterford Historical Society means many things to us. As members of the
Society, we share with kindred spirits fellowship, friendship and meaningful experiences.

"Qur involvement is a learning opportunity, a window on the past and the preservation
of that past. We record the present. We have concern for the future by teaching children
and youth through inter-generational activities, lessons from the past.

"We appreciate the cycle of life. We share the history of art, music, crafts, customs,
lifestyles, religions, vocations, avocations, and others. We have a non-partisan involve-
ment with our Town. Our collective presence on the scene makes a positive difference.”

--- Emily and Herbert Schacht

<V>

"Our historical society and its buildings are important to me as they help me remember
and cherish the memories of parents and loved ones. The school house is especially
nostalgic as my mother, Mary Chappell Leland, taught at the Lakes Pond School and
Jordan School for 56 years, and my mother-in-law, Adeane Brooks Skinner, and our aunt
Lena Brooks were both teachers at the West Neck School. When my husband Philip died,
our family and his fellow teachers bought the antique desk that is in the schoolhouse as a
memorial to him. It is always a pleasure for me to show visitors through the schoolhouse,
as education has been such a rich part of our family's lives. It was a delight for me to
prepare the slides and script on the 'History of Education in Waterford', which have been
used in our town's schools.

"The farm map project was also very close to my heart, as I was born and brought up
on two small farms in Waterford. My father's friends were almost all dairy farmers, and it
has been a joy to help future geneerations realize that they were the backbone of our town.
Our living history programs that the sons and daughters of these farmers presented have
been preserved on tapes so that our grandchildren can realize their rich heritage. We all
should be proud of the firm foundation and high standards given us by our parents and
grandparents."

--- Verna Leland Skinner

<VI>

"As newcomers to the area, my husband and I joined a group of about
twenty to attend history lectures given weekly by Bob Bachman. We traveled
to nearby places, where Bob enlightened us.

"After traveling about six months, we joined Bob to learn more Waterford
history. His lectures were held in the Waterford Library. Soon others joined
our group, and we became the Waterford Historical Society."

--- Mary Sweeney

Reprinted from an earlier edition of The Crier
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The rich history that our society has helped to p
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1Saturday, September 9
10 am-2 pm

/ r d /[7 Parking Shuttles |
Uy 8 Begln at 9 am

The Waterford Historical Soc1ety, Inc.
Town of Waterford ~ Civic Triangle or
An Olde-Fashioned Gathering at The Green SIS
Attractions and Activities |
Hot Air Balloon Rides « Meet Town Selectmen

Youth Parade — Wagons, * 5 Different Fire Engines
Bikes & Doll Carriages & Free Fire Truck Rides
Barbershop Quartet * Tour Historic Buildings
Historical Demos * Pet Live Farm Animals
Build-a-Flag by Veterans * Waterford Community B:
'ree Face-Painting * Olde-Fashioned Yard Ga

k to Local Historians * Free Kid’s Fingerprin
:\_,ucks & Vendors and Identity Kit (C gé j.> '
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T hank You
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We sincerely appreciate those who have already
Soci ety. Your contributions have helped make a.
preservation and revitalyeatiphaeffort g
L We will publish a complete |ist of our benef}
Qur list of sponsors I s growing every day and we ¢
The Waterford Historical Society would |Iike to ack
donations at the time of this publication:
Arrow Paper Party Rent al & Fast si
Ball estrini Chi d Cér e & The Shack F
Benoit Law Office G Martial Artsse €
Carel ot Children's Center Gira
Chel sea Groton Bank Gr ad
City Tire
Cluff Carpet One & Package Store
Design to Consign & H
Dominion Energy ® Simply Homemade Y
F. W. Webb



