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WITH ME

A Manitoba excursion provides

an opportunity to come face to face
with the world's largest land carnivore.
But please mind your distance.

BY BETH PARKS
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
the Frontiers

North Tundra
Buggy "It's mid-

Detober and the polar bears
haven't eaten since the ice melt-
ed in July These bears are going
to see you as meals on wheels,”
Although the warning was

worth a giggle, the guide wasn't
kidding. It wasn't long before a
mother polar bear and her two

word to the
wise,” our guide
cautioned as we
climbed aboard

INSIDE

Some facts and figures
about polar bears
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ing Mountain National Park in
southwestern Manitoba for
encounters with black bears. I
couldn't pass up the chance to
photograph both kinds of bears
on the same journey

will you find literally tons of
bears in the area, but you also
can move among them in their
natural habitat. No other place
in the world offers such easy
access to these magnificent crea-
tures in the wild.

The place for the

trip is Winnipeg, Manitoba. I flew

ina day early to ensure [ was well

rested and to scout out the city
Winnipeg is located near the lon- PHOTOS BY BETH PARKS
gitidinal center of North Ameri- A worker (top) explains the design of culvert traps used to catch bears that wan-
ca. Home to more than 633,000 der into the town of Churchill, Manitoba, looking for food. Captured bears are
people, it serves as Manitoba's key Incarcerated In the polar bear jail until ice forms on Hudson Bay and the bears
economic and eultural center. can be relocated to hunt for ringed seals. One of the impressive creatures

Se¢ Bears, Page CI2 (above), which can tip the scales at 1.5 tons, glances up at a fundra bugay.

Bears
Continued from Poge CT

When you go 1o the "Peg —
or Winterpeg as some people
call it, tha to the severe
prairie wintérs — be sure to
check out The Forks historic
ated af the confluence of the
Red and Assiniboine rivers.
The Forks served as a meeting
place for aboriginal people for
at least 6,000 years. In addition
to historic sites, it features o
marketplace with unique
shops, a river walk, and a vari-
ety of festivals and enteriain-
ment,

Mmlﬂlacl & Whit:nkﬂr

vedlire operites 40 4]
nine-day sessjons that serve a
total of about 20 peaple. The
first 10 arrive in
Winnipeg firsi and then drive
oul lo & ranch near Riding
Mountain National Park, They
reiurn to the city just as the
second groap of 10 comes in
The blended group then flies to
Churchill to experience the
polar bear portion of the trip.
Then the entire mutn.nlu
back to Winnipeg and sBe-
and group of 10 people goes on
to Riding Mountain,

Part 1 of this story will
describe the white bear por
tion of the sdventare,

Although
the Church
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Mother palar bears build south-lacing dens along the shore of Hudsan Bay snd normally give birth fo twins in the deed of wintee

This diorama at the Parks Canada Visiter Reception Centre in Churchill represents the inside of a typical den,

losing ofl pressure in one
engine.
‘Wa glso Oew over the now

! far 1o celebrate Arctic Iife and
POLAR BEANS AT A GLANCE
Polar bears are the world's largest land  Polar bears begin to Ive on Hheir st Their eyes are closed Bnd their hair is For thoss who love history
carnivones, stores when the pach ice mefls and 40 fine that the cubs may appear o be C some wonder-
The baars are ususliy classified with they canno longer hunt seals. They hairiess. ful historic sites for visitors to
marine mammals because they energy by T Miothers and cubs usually emerge from research end explore. Danish
depend on the sea for food and can about B0 percent of the time. thelr dens in February or Manch. Cubs. Jens Munchk wirtered
swim for milles. They.use their front  While ringed seals are the bear's favored usually stay with their mothers for 29 Dere n 1619-1620, All but two af
paws as oars and their rear paws as additional food sources include yoars, and pertiaps even an additional ﬁ"“ oW m
Fudders. TSt cther kinds of seals, walreses, year, Th sarilest a mother will pro- ors Ciskitacely: coan
The sales of the polar bears' feet have whales and narwhals. The bears some-  duce a new lither Is three ull years from’ saiing pulsr bl foust
small bumps and that act tirmes eat berries, grasses and sea- after giving birth. - marinated In v ingtead of
as suction cups and prevent the bears weed. They aiso scavenge the carcass-  The Churchill, Manitoba, ares is ane of being coaked in a way to kill the
from: on the ice. es of other the three largest polar bear maternity  offending e
Fur and 1at insulate the bears so wall Polar bears don't become sexually den sites [n the world, The othar twa at the momth of
that they can scarcely be detecled mature until they are @ or 5 years ol #re in Russia and Norway. ihe Churchill River is w must for
with Infrared phatogra ‘Males may not mate until they are 8 The currant world polar bear population  bixders. Ba on the lookout for
The bears have & sense of smeli sokeen  or more years old. R e is estimated ta be 25,000 ta 30,000, ‘ﬁm’w‘“ﬂﬁ
that they can détect a seal nearfy 8 Wothng oceurs In April and May whan the  Tha Canadian paler bear population is ;ﬁn”ﬂsﬂml suide
hatt-mile away. bears are st out on the pack lcs. 4 15,000 R
Polar haers can run at speeds up to Females experience delayed Implanta-  Humans are the primary predators of anoounior polar bscs, Yoo e
25 mph over short distances. Thay tion, with the fertilized sgg not imbed-  polar bears. Fees for norresigent sport.  job around the canmon bat:
sverage about & mph on longer - ding In tive uterus walf until September  hunters genarally fange from $18.000 ey t the Cape Merry National
- or Dctober, e 520,000 for each hunt. Historic Site and also chack out
Unilkes other bears that siow down thelr  Pregnant females construct their south-  In addition to giobal warming, the great- the Prince of Wales Fort across
‘matabolism anly when food becomes dans along the coast as soon 83 est threats to polar bears ans human the river
unavaliable in the fall, polar bears deep becomes valiable, some- chrmant on hatittat, llegal hunt- In fown, be sure fo visit the
& decrease In times as early as Oclober, Pregnancy  Ing and chemical , of Nﬂmﬂmmﬁﬁm m;
whenever food Is lacking for a week to  lasts about two months, with cubs prey. While considered e """ﬁ;l pu 7
10 days. Their metabolic rate returns _ wusually born in December o polar beats are not classified a5 Sicet Knt et Maei
to normal a3 soon as they bagin to The mast common litter size is two. endangered at this sive Built artifact collsctions
feed again, mmmmzm - BETH PARKS in Canada. It also sducates vie-
. lmr:ml.houl the region's
characteristic thal differ- feel of your own, Also, be sure to check out the
::»wmnuwhrhlmﬁmm bear approaches your window, Parks Cansda Visitor Reception
more familiar black and brown  theill tends 1o Centre in the train station.

mits adventurers to rush oul-
side and photograph passing
hears without endangering
themssives.

propane heater rewarms the
interior once the windows and
door are closed.

dra buggy were the highlight of Caribou also

bears. The polar bear has a As | leaned onl displays, videos and dioramas
longer body and neck, small shot of a bear di inary as are the
rounded ears and 8 classic me, the guide grabbed my shoul- wha enthusiast-
“Roman” nose, der. "Beth,” he share their knowledge.
FPalar bears are impressive. has to do ls put activities and
rﬂu&wﬂm“mﬂgm eyl consfder that wn:‘-l:?u#ﬁ
can weigh as much az
small car. Fernales are about half 1 he wildlife experience with black bears
- the size of males, but still make  Whether on the wildiifis if you book
formidable predators, Getting or a bus, we often i he Black & White Bear Adven-
between a mom and her éubs phatograph wildlife be the focus of
ean be extremely dangerous, ﬂmmymm-n I.hll-url;-.mw
Life on the tundra buggy lewmings and other Arctie
The folks at Frontlers North white weasel teased :hukoml]u_ﬁvn
degigned their tundra buggies anties. and a mink popped out of tiers Norfh Adventures’ Web
with passenger safety in mind. a hole beside the trail i bynx, PHOTO BY BETH PaRns  slte al www
The tires are 5% feet high and wolves or wolverines wers [ The arctic hare is North America’s largest hare. It has short ears or B00-663-9832, Excursions
it on 35-inch rims. The height  the ares, they falled to grace us  with black tips and a winter coat of thick white fur, When disturbed, vary in price and are not Ineox-
the buggies navigate over with their presence. arctic hares can run at more than 30 miles per hour pensive, tul my group and |
the ferrain, When you go  The most common blrds we were satisfled with our experi-
olil o one; be prepared fo rock  saw on the tundra were ytarmi- our sdventire, other experi- area, but fhey evaded us thal enoe. Adl
and roll for the entire day gans. These white grouse, also ences ln and around Churchill doy if you prefer to spend
Because the tundra is called snow chickens, dotted the also made the trip worthwhile tour included mmmuwﬂhhpdu
extraordinarily fragile and may la or sought shelter  An optional helisopter flight close-up views of the MV Ithaca bears, con booking a berth
take centuries to regenerate, among the serubby willows. The gave us a whole new perspective  shipwreck in Bird Cove at the gt a Tundra Buggy Lodge. The
tour companies heir tundra and the edge of Hudson Bay, It also took lodge 8t Polar Bear Point con-
vehicles to trafls built by the fture ls their unique featherid  exireme northern section of the us past Miss Piggy n C46 air+  sists of modules linked together
military in the 1960s. Tire fest boreal forest, In addition to the crafl named nol enly for its and festures o dining car, &
{racks made nearly 50 yoars ago  hirds’ feet from the cold and alse  lange wildlife species we viewed abundant cargo space, but also lounge, a utility car and two
and never usad again look as if act as st ground level, we also saw because pigs were oncd part of sleaper cars. A second lodge sits
they Just ereated. Al the days on fhe tun- moose end & variety of birds. the cargo. The plame crashed sbout 20 miles east o the leg-
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