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Suncoast Waterkeeper’s founder Justin Bloom got his
JD at Tulane Law School and has been a practicing
environmental attorney specializing in prosecuting pollution cases and representing communities for over 18
years. His experience includes investigation, enforcement and litigation of Clean Water Act violations and
“Toxic Tort” cases. He has successfully represented
many plaintiffs affected by the BP Deepwater Horizon
oil spill and other oil spills in the US. Prior to returning
to the Suncoast, he worked in New York City as Waterkeeper Alliance’s Eastern Regional Director. Justin’s
family first came to the area in the ‘70s. He attended
New College, where he graduated with a concentration
in environmental studies in 1991.
Suncoast Waterkeeper is a 501©(3) nonprofit organization. Being a member of the Waterkeeper Alliance, a
global network of over 300 grassroots leaders in six
continents protecting everyone’s right to clean water.

September Speaker
Justin Bloom

DWC Luncheon

WOW WE ARE FINALLY
MEETING IN PERSON!

Please make your reservations and meal
choice by

Please note our new
meeting location.

Noon September 9th, 2021

Cipriano’s Restaurant

Call Joanie LeBaron at 941.243.0169

3561 53rd Ave W

or email

Bradenton, FL

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
Menu choices are on the next page.
Cost is $24.00 CASH ONLY

1

President’s Message
September 2021
Moving forward despite the Delta Variant.
We will have an in-person meeting in September at Cipriano’s Cucina
and Bar in Bradenton. All of the waiters, chef and owner/ manager
have been vaccinated and will wear masks. Our group will be isolated
in a special location. We are requiring that all attendees be vaccinated
and wear masks.
After such a successful Breakfast on the Beach in August, I realized that everyone is eager to interact with fellow members and renew old friendships. Zoom has taken its toll on our membership
and it’s time to move forward. If you are self-isolating, that’s okay. I would never ask members to
do anything that makes them uncomfortable. We’ll step back and evaluate our decision after the
September meeting.
Details are available elsewhere in the newsletter.

--Joanie LeBaron

Menu Choices and Important Information On
Our In-person September Meeting
There are some rules we must follow. First, you must be vaccinated to
attend! Wear masks.
What’s important for you to know is that the owner, chef and all the wait
staff have been vaccinated. We will be isolated in our own special section. Plus, we are in a restaurant with a state-of-the art air handling system which purifies the air.
Cost is $24 per person.
This is a cash event, no credit cards or checks will be accepted. The cost of the meal is the
cost of the meal with no markup from our club.
Meal choices are:
1. Sauteed Organic Chicken Sinatra. Sauteed with artichokes and mushrooms in a Brandy cream
sauce, with a side of pasta.
2. Baked Eggplant Rollentine. Eggplant filets filled with fresh ricotta cheese and marinara, with a
side of pasta.
3. Fish and Chips. Lightly battered and fried flounder, served with fries.
4. Cipriano Burger. Served with fries.
All lunches are served with an endless salad and choice of coffee, tea or soda.
Deadline for reservations is Thursday, September, 9th. Please email Joanie LeBaron,
joanielebaron0108@gmail.com or call her at 941-243-0169 and be sure to let her
know wither you want Meal 1, 2, 3, or 4.
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61% of Floridians Believe COVID-19 Surge
Was Preventable: Quinnipiac Poll
As COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations surge in Florida and
the battle between Gov. Ron DeSantis and school districts
across the state intensifies over mask mandates, Quinnipiac
University's latest poll finds that concerns over the virus were
palpable among those surveyed and a majority believe the
surge was preventable.
Quinnipiac surveyed 997 adults in Florida from August 17-21 with a margin of error of +/- 3.1 percentage points.
The poll results, released Tuesday, show 60% of those surveyed support requiring students, teachers and staff to wear masks in schools, while 36% oppose it.
DeSantis — whose executive order gives parents the power to decide whether a child wears a
mask to school — has threatened to withhold the salaries of school leaders who require masks.
Twenty-five percent of those polled believe this is a good idea, while 69% say it's not.
"As COVID-19 makes a frightening resurgence, it's Tallahassee vs. the teaching institutions.
Thumbs down from Floridians on DeSantis' ban on mask requirements in public schools. Thumbs
down on DeSantis' call to freeze pay of administrators who mandate mask wearing. And he gets
scant support from fellow Republicans on penalizing the school leaders who defy him," said Quinnipiac polling analyst Tim Malloy.
The poll also shows 63% of adults believe mask-wearing is primarily about the concern of public
health, while 33% believe it's an issue about personal freedom.
A majority, 68% to 29%, say they think local officials should be able to require masks in indoor public spaces if they believe it is necessary. Fifty-nine percent support requiring everyone to wear
masks while in indoor public spaces, and 64% believe that masks or face coverings are effective in
slowing the spread of COVID-19.
In regards to the recent wave of COVID-19, 61% of Floridians believe the rise of coronavirus cases
was preventable. Fifty-nine percent say the spread of COVID-19 in the state is out of control, while
34% say it is under control.
As far as DeSantis' efforts in slowing the spread of the virus, poll results are pretty divided. Fortyone percent believe the governor is helping slow the spread, while 46% believe he's hurting it.
BY: NBC 6

“Ad campaign targets DeSantis donors for ‘funding an
agenda that has killed thousands of Floridians,’”
"A national political action committee is beginning an advertising campaign
Thursday calling out high-dollar political donors to Gov. Ron DeSantis. The political group 314 Action said people will start seeing ads on Google, Facebook
and via text messages that highlight four political donors. … One version starts with the declaration,
'42,252 dead from COVID.' It then gives the name and picture of a donor and says the person
‘funded Gov. DeSantis’ COVID agenda.’ The donors shown are Isaac Perlmutter, chairman of Marvel Entertainment, of Palm Beach; Daniel MacNeil, founder and CEO of WeatherTech, of Fort
Lauderdale; Gale Lemerand, CEO of Stonewood Holdings, of Daytona Beach; and Bernard Marcus,
co-founder of Home Depot, of Daytona Beach.”
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DWC’S ANNUAL BREAKFAST ON THE BEACH
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Ron DeSantis, The Wanderer
Gov. Ron DeSantis’s ascension to Republican superstardom —
replete with his anti-mask, anti-lockdown Covid-19 response —
has taken him to California, Utah, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania
in recent months where he has raised millions and introduced
himself to top donors in the GOP.
Closer to home — But in a nod that his pathway to 2024 requires him to win a second-term in office next year — DeSantis has agreed to be the main attraction at upcoming annual Republican Party dinners hosted by county parties. These events are usually the biggest fundraising event for local parties — and the presence of DeSantis guarantees that
tickets are quickly sold out — oh and helps excite the base.
One night only — The governor has already signed on to be the keynote speaker for at least four
dinners this fall, including two coming on back-to-back nights in October. The first event is scheduled early next month at the Saddlebrook resort in Pasco County, and the governor has agreed to
appear at events in Sarasota, Dade City and Daytona Beach with likely more to follow. This marks
the first time DeSantis has done this since he first got elected in 2018.
BY: Gary Fineout, Politico

‘Ghost Candidate' Pleads Guilty
in Scheme to Siphon Votes in
District 37 Race

legedly came from a dark money source. Artiles
has pleaded not guilty.
Alex Rodríguez, a 55-year-old auto parts salesman with no political experience, ran as an independent in the three-way race in Miami-Dade
County, pulling in 6,000
votes. The race was won
by Republican Ileana García by just 32 votes. She is
not implicated in the
scheme.

Alex Rodriguez agreed to be a cooperating witness in the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office
case against former state senator Frank Artiles.
The man accused of running as
a third-party candidate to siphon
votes away from the Democrat
opponent in a close state senate race has pled guilty Tuesday.

“I am deeply sorry for my
actions and I want to apologize to my family, my
loved ones and my
Alexis Pedro Rodríguez agreed
friends,” Alex Rodríguez
to testify against former Sen.
tearfully told the court. “I
Frank Artiles after pleading
would like to publicly offer a sincere apology to
guilty in Miami-Dade County to accepting illegal the residents of Florida District Senate 37 includcampaign donations and lying on campaign doc- ing Sen. Jose Javier Rodríguez, the people of
uments. He will receive three years probation if Miami-Dade County and the state of Florida, and
he cooperates, including a year of house arrest. anyone else who was affected by my actions.”
He had faced a possible 20-year prison sentence.
Miami-Dade State Attorney Katherine Fernández
Rundle said in a statement that the guilty plea “is
Prosecutors charged Artiles in March with felony an important step in the effort to restore honesty
campaign fraud charges, saying he secretly
to Florida’s election process, which has been targave more than $44,000 to Rodriguez so that he nished too long by almost invisible, independent
could run in the 2020 election to confuse voters and write-in candidates.”
and siphon ballots from then-Democratic incumbent, Sen. Jose Javier Rodríguez. The funds al- BY: Associated Press and NBC 6
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New settlement details
reveal Duval Schools to
pay teacher with Black
Lives Matter flag $300,000

cess that could potentially cost millions of dollars.
"Though we know we haven't done
anything wrong, these are taxpayer
dollars," board member Warren
Jones said at the time.

The Duval County School Board will pay
a former high school teacher who displayed a
Black Lives Matter flag over her classroom
Separately, Donofrio's teaching contract was not
door $300,000 to settle a lawsuit from earlier this renewed with Duval Schools.
year.

Records show that the school
board agreed to pay
a $300,000 settlement with
$240,000 going to Donofrio
and the remaining $60,000 to
her attorneys.

Amy Donofrio, a former
Riverside High School
(then Lee High) teacher,
said she was unfairly
removed from her
teaching position in
March. She made national news, saying administrators told her to
take down the Black
Lives Matter flag that
had been hanging over
her doorway. After she refused, the
district temporarily reassigned her to
warehouse operations and said she
was being investigated for "several
matters."

As part of the agreement, Donofrio cannot
apply for reemployment
within Duval Schools.
According to the document, the school board had not concluded its disciplinary investigation
into Donofrio. Now that the case has
been settled, the investigation will not
be concluded. The Times-Union has
requested initial findings from the investigation.

The Southern Poverty Law Center — who represented Donofrio — said the reassignment was
an effort on the school district's behalf to
"retaliate" against the teacher and also violated
her right to free speech.

Donofrio said she is "devastated" to
not be able to return to the classroom. She's been teaching for over a
decade and was well known for her
work with the EVAC Movement — a
group she co-founded that works primarily with at-risk students.

This month, the Duval School Board voted
to reach a settlement with Donofrio that would
prevent the case from a years-long court pro-

BY: Emile Bloch, Pensacola News Journal

“Water users asked to cut back so oxygen keeps
flowing to COVID-19 patients,”
“For hospitals, oxygen is easier to store as a liquid in the large volumes
they now require for COVID-19 patients. For many municipal water systems, liquid oxygen is a key component in water purification. Now, all water users in the Tampa Bay area, and especially those served by Hillsborough County Public Utilities, are being asked to help conserve drinking water by cutting back on non-essential uses like
washing cars, watering lawns and using pressure washers. Beginning Thursday, the regional supplier Tampa Bay Water will be temporarily changing the way it treats potable water at its Lithia Hydrogen Sulfide Removal Facility, citing a cutback in deliveries of liquid oxygen."
BY: Anastasia Dawson, Tampa Bay Times
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When A Part Of America Died
September Eleventh Two Thousand and One
The Big Apple awoke, a new day had begun.
The Statue of Liberty was standing so proud
As God and Freedom were singing out loud.
Native New Yorkers were starting to enter
The Twin Towers called The
World Trade Center.
They went to their office and they
worked with pride
On this day when a part of America died.

Now at 8:46, the whole world was in shock
When there was an explosion that shook the
whole block,
And downtown Manhattan was like a war zone,
For these terrorists attacked us right in our own
home
As the planes hit The Towers, there was a bad
fire.
The people were screaming as
the flames grew higher,
But through this disaster they
still showed their pride
On this day when a part of
America died.
The police and firemen didn't
think of themselves.
Not one person said, "It's every
man for himself."
For to those trapped inside each
man was a brother.
On their wounded shoulders
they carried each other

The people of Boston were also
at work
Responsibilities they never
would shirk.
The traffic was brutal as it is every morn,
But each day they brave it for the
show must go on.
Now Downtown was open, Logan Airport was
too
As people boarded their flights they had not a
clue
Terrorists were sitting right there by their side
On this day when a part of America died.

Although September Eleventh brought death
and dismay.
We all banded together in the U.S.A.
We showed our courage, our strength and our
pride
On this day when a part of America died.
By: Ronald Doe

Fla. is Offered Over $1B to Help 2 million+
Hungry Children and Families.
DeSantis: No Thank You!
As reported by The Miami Herald: $820 million in food aid for 2.1
million kids is sitting in the federal treasury waiting for Florida to
request it. $280 million in SNAP benefits were never claimed by
the state for Florida’s poorest families. A $300 weekly supplement was turned away for a half million unemployed. The youngest, the weakest, the poorest, the
hungriest are being denied basic needs to satisfy an insatiable political appetite for disease, death,
and devastation.
It was attorney Joseph Welch who said in an exasperated response to the cruelty of Senator Joseph McCarthy, “You've done enough. Have you no sense of decency, sir, at long last? Have you
left no sense of decency?”
In exasperation with the cruelty of Governor DeSantis, I offer no more here than this same sentiment. BY: Daily Kos
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MANATEE PRIDE FESTIVAL 2021
We are pleased to announce that the 7th Annual Manatee Pride Festival will be held on September 18, 2021, at
the beautiful downtown Bradenton Riverwalk from
noon to 5 p.m.
Manatee Pride is a fund raiser, and all proceeds benefit
ALSO YOUTH a 501(c)(3) non-profit Florida corporation,
providing Advocacy, Leadership, Support and outreach
for LGBTQ youth in Sarasota and Manatee Counties and
dedicated to supporting, affirming, encouraging, enabling and empowering all LGBTQ youth.
We welcome your participation and support at our Festival on September 18, 2021.
Our 7th annual Festival, Manatee Pride 2021 will again have live entertainment, great bands &
music, great food, beer, refreshments (and other favorites), health checks and more. We expect our attendance to meet or exceed our previous attendance record!
Mark your calendars & tell your friends. We look forward to seeing you in September for a
safe & fun Manatee Pride.
NOTE: THE DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB WILL HAVE A BOOTH AT THE FESTIVAL AND
WELCOME ALL OF OUR MEMBERS TO ATTEND THE FESTIVITIES.

DESANTIS ON MASK WEARING:
"Politicians

want to force you to cover your face
as a way for them to cover their own asses.
That's just the truth. They want to be able to say
they are taking this on and they're doing this
even though it's not proven to be effective they
want to continue to do it."

CDC ON MASKS:
"Masks are a simple barrier to help prevent your
respiratory droplets from reaching others. Studies show that masks reduce the spray of drop-

lets when worn over the nose and mouth."

In these times of Covid 19 there are people who still fight science and feel that the vaccine is going
to harm them or their children. Watch Jordan Klepper, from the Daily Show as he interviews antivax people in New York City and parents in Tennessee protesting mask mandates in schools.

Anti-Vaccine People Debate
Jordan Klepper

Tennessee Parents Against
Mask Mandates in School
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Open

Joa
nie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com
Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Regional Representative

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Bidden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

