We start this series in Zechariah 


to learn about the King that was to come to Israel.  


Not the King that Israel kind of hoped for, 



but then created different qualifications in their minds.  


But to learn about the King that God promised 



and gave us in Jesus of Nazareth.  

Zechariah's visions are the visions given to him by the Lord.  


These are not man's ideals, 


but God's truth.

In order to hear God's truth better, 


we need to know the situation of this vision.  

This vision occurred after the return from Exile in Babylon.  

Of the whole nation of Israel, 


only 50,000 returned to Jerusalem for this rebuilding project.  



The floor of the temple was built within the first two years of return, 




and then a hiatus of 16 years occurred.  



Then the prophets Haggai and Zechariah started speaking to the people 




and reminding them of God's calling.  



In five years, 




the temple was built.  

If we know the symbols of the people of Israel, 


of Temple, 


Torah, 


and Land, 

we know that with the completion of the Temple, 


everything was back to as it should be.  



The temple is built, 



the torah has been found, 



and they are back in their own land.  

Everything is as it should be for God's people 


to be God's people.  

They had completed another cycle of Exile 


and now all would be right.

However, 


after the completion of the temple, 



there never was a sense of true completion.  

The people weeped over the temple when they saw it 


and remembered the glory of Solomon's.  

For five hundred years, 


this sense of inferiority persisted, 



so that when Herod the Great set about to build a temple, 




deconstruction of the old temple found little resistance 




for a new temple of greater glory.

As we know today, 


there are many Jews and people 



hoping for the building of a new temple, 



so that the Messiah might come.  

The Wailing Wall is the place of lament 


for those wanting Israel's glory to be restored.  

It is with this in mind, 


that we move to looking at what God promised Israel's glory would look like.  


What their King would do.  

It will be in this exploration 


that we will hear Jesus meeting those qualifications, 



but not as our earthly minds would hope, 



but as our heavenly minds realize is the way of our creator God.

The call to rejoice goes to the people of Jerusalem a


nd the people of Israel.  

The King comes to you, 


just as you would initially expect.  



Righteous 



and having salvation.  

That is what we want, right?  

Someone who does things justly 


and saves us from the bad things of this world. 

There is a catch however, 


if this King is righteous, 



he can not just say, 




“God let you off the hook.  




Your debt is cancelled.”  

For this would be unfair to God.  


This King comes ready to pay the debt owed by your sin.   


That is how he is going to bring about salvation.

God phrases the words to Zechariah in just this way.  


It is not a passive act, 



he saved.  


He himself is the saving grace.  

We are only saved 


because this King will have salvation, 



the ability to save 



and requirements to save, 




in his very person.  

Both of these two pieces, 


we should have already been able to accept as our king so far.  

But the next few lines are harder for us to live out.  


These we start twisting out of proportion to what God says 



and we start interpreting them as what we want to hear.  

In our world today, 


there is a plethora of people who would never accept a gentle king, 


a mild king, 


a lowly king.  

We want a leader who will stand up for us, 


make our world feel safe, 



by destroying anything that threatens us.  

The thought of a gentle king 


is only good if we are the ones in trouble with the King.  

But if it is not domestic policy, 

but foreign policy, 


we want the power and the wrath of an almighty and fierce king.

It is with this thought in mind, 


that we try to hear the reality of how this King approaches, 



riding on a donkey, 



a colt, 




the foal of a donkey.  

To the contemporary ears of Zechariah and Jesus, 


the donkey meant peace.  

If your leader was riding on a donkey, 


they brought peace with them.  

If they traveled on a horse, 


war was the name of the game.  

In the book of judges, 


there are three times, 



when the royal family is mentioned riding donkeys. 


All are part of extended periods of peace, 



brought about by the leadership and not military conquest. 

So now we are left to examine our own hearts and ask, 


“how does peace come?”  

In America, 


the peace that we often celebrate 



is the peace that has come through winning a war.  

Our nation was founded in peace and prosperity 


through the Revolutionary War, 

we came to peace over slavery 


through the Civil War, 

WWI and II, 


also found a tentative peace through a battle.  

So is Jesus,


our King coming back from waging 



and winning a major battle over the enemy?

Yes and no, 


of course.  

The enemy Jesus waged war against 


and defeated 



was evil, sin, and Satan.  

The question is, 


how did Jesus do this?  

Verse 10 tells us the chariots are removed from Ephraim, 


the largest tribe of the nation of Israel, 



therefore representative of all Israel.  

The war-horses are also removed.  

The battle bow is broken.  


All of the methods for a military battle are done away with.  



The need to have a strong military is negated by this king.



The need for a military at all is negated by this king.  

I know we are in Alaska, 


I know that hackles are raising at this point.  



How will we protect ourselves?  



How will we keep our enemies from taking away our rights and freedoms?  

How will our enemies be overcome?

If we trust our King, 


the one that comes riding on the foal of a donkey, 



as a sign of the in-breaking peace, 

we let the King's words do the work.  


For the King will proclaim peace to the nations.  


He will authoritatively speak peace.  

This is Matthew's kind of King, 


for what he says matters.  

The words of the King


 will bring peace not just to Israel, 



but to the nations.  



It will extend to the whole known land.  

His rule, 


which is a rule of peace through Words, 



will extend from sea to sea, 




a reference to the promise of Moses 





which was from the Red Sea in Egypt to the Mediterranean.  



The river is the Euphrates, 




which was promised to Abraham, 





to the ends of the earth.  

His word will establish the peace.  

His rule will maintain the peace of the Kingdom.

That is the promise of what our King will do 


from God him very self.  

The question is then, 


has this King come, 


and did his word accomplish this?  

Jesus did all he could 


to make it clear 



he was this King 




as he rode into Jerusalem that day.  

If we look at how he faced his opponents, 


it was not with sword, chariot, or army, 


but with his words alone.  

The question is, 


did he overcome evil, sin, and death 



in coming into the world like this?  

Did God do 


what he proposed to do with this King?

I read a fair number of commentaries that held a common theme 


that seems to sit well with us today, 



2000 years later.  

Jesus is King alright, 


but his peaceful rule will really begin 



when he returns.  

For now, 


we must keep our chariots ready, 


war-horses fed, 


and battle bow stringed.  

Jesus gave us an idea of what we can look forward to.

We have pushed the future King 


that Israel longed for, 

further into the future 


if this is what we resonate with.  

We are saying that Jesus' work on the cross 


was not sufficient.  

That His act of salvation 


did not actually save us 



and we still need to care for 



and be ready to save ourselves.  

I know that there is plenty of evidence to support this reality.  


I read the news to see that evil still exists.  



Pick your favorite headline 




and hold that up to say, 





“evil is still amongst us.”

I can not argue that evil, sin, or Satan 


is not amongst us.  

But I can argue that 


they no longer are the ones ruling 


and exercising supreme authority over the land. 

As we will continue to explore, 


when Jesus came, 



he fulfilled the full calling of the Messiah and King 




that God showed Zechariah.  

His Kingdom is present 


and at work.  

The benefits of the new Kingdom 


only become present 



as you live out the reality of the new Kingdom.  

My dad and technology illustrate this, 


because he keeps buying the latest technology, 


but has not figured out how to use even the old technology.  



He has the best stuff, 




but it is not benefiting him any more than the 90s technology is.

Jesus as King 


has changed the way life can be lived.  

But if we continue in the old way of life, 


his new way does not seem effective.  

But read a biography of anyone who has lived out the reality 


of Jesus' Kingdom being present 


and being a citizen of it, 



and you will be left without a doubt 




that his Kingdom has come.  

So let the King's will be done.  

Let peace be proclaimed in our lives 


in the way the King we rejoice with 



has proclaimed.

