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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Have you ever had something happen that is so awesome and interesting to then be told not to talk about it? Have you ever seen anything so wonderful and been so awestruck by it that you have had to keep it to yourself? Have you ever experienced something that might just have been a once in a lifetime event and not been able to share about it? I mean no matter how many times I read over this Gospel Text I really never seem to fully be able to grasp or even understand why these disciples got to see and experience such an amazing moment in the life of our faith and then just simply have to keep quiet about it. I will be honest with you, if I were in their sandals, I know for a fact there is just simply no way in the world that I think I would have been able to keep quiet. I would have been so happy and so honored to have been there. I would have been so amazed and so blessed to experience it. I would have been so overwhelmed and confused by it. I think I would have had to share this with everyone and anyone immediately to be able to even process it. Let alone I think I would have had to let others know about it and experience it in their own kind of way as well. Now… What do you think you would have done if you were there?
The Transfiguration of our Lord marks the end to another church season where we get total confirmation of who Jesus is, was, and forever will be. He of course was God’s Son in the flesh among us, but he was also one with God and the Spirit. The concept of the Trinity is not always the easiest thing for us to understand, but yet the unity of it, the concept of it, and the belief in it allow for continued searching and understanding in our various walks of faith. It allows for mystery, yet brings comfort. It allows for confusion, but provides understanding. It allows for utter and total chaos, yet gives complete peace and hope. Jesus being on a mountain and being blessed to be with and alongside of the prophets, Moses and Elijah, shows that there is indeed life after death and unity. These two influential men of our faith were right there and fully present in this moment with Jesus, and they needed to be to make this story even more compelling and full circle for sure. Jesus was not standing above them either, but with them and in full solidarity. Then, for Peter not to question being there, but to justify his presence and say, “it is good for us to be here” (2) is awesome! What is somewhat complexing though, yet probably somewhat normal if we really do think about it, is that Peter does try and capture the moment as he offers to build tents for all of them. However, that is put to an abrupt halt as God speaks from the clouds, and has an alternative mindset here. 
Through this very story, and so many others, we hear about and witness our Triune God not operating behind closed doors, but operating right out in front of us, in our presence, and in our lives while doing so in and through us, instead of above and without us. What an honor and what a privilege we truly do have when we think about it, as we truly do get to be a part of an on-going life altering story.
There is a lot to think about with this story and experience, not just as readers of an account that happened, but as those that live into this and needed it to happen. There is a lot to think about when three men are standing together as pillars of the church, pillars of the faith, and yet none of them will be around to fulfill the mission of the church as that is continually passed down from them to the disciples and then to you and I from generation to generation. There is a lot to think about with what Peter says, not just as things we might have said or how we might have reacted, but what he truly does say or offer to do. There is a lot to think about when God speaks from the clouds yet again, and repeats and confirms something. There is also a lot to think about when Jesus orders them in the very last verse not to share this until a certain time, not just as a suggestion to them or to us, but as something that needed held onto until a point that would truly make it valid and purposeful instead of being just gossip and confusion. In all of this we actually see that we have a lot more to unwrap or explore here before we close up shop on our study together here this morning. 
First off, before I get into anything else, there is something we could have easily missed here. I am not sure if you were thinking in the back of your minds like I was… Didn’t I just hear this not too long ago? Yes! We actually got the very same declaration from God to start out and end this Season after Epiphany. We heard yet again, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased;” (2) We got this declaration at Jesus’ baptism, and we get it yet again to further confirm who Jesus is at the Transfiguration. Jesus is continuing to transform, just like you and I. Jesus is continuing to become precisely who God had intended all along, just like you and I. We need not mistake this statement, this declaration, these words, and we need not miss this point of revelation and continued relation. Let alone there are a few additional words here this time as well, and they are … “listen to him!” (2) God is really trying to promote these disciples, and you and I, to quit being so distracted by other things and the world and truly listen to Jesus day in and day out, but it is hard, and of course just like the disciples, we fail at this way too often.
Micah Krey in his Commentary summed up today’s reading so wonderfully by saying, “The disciples are not given instructions, strategies, or certainty. They are given a glimpse and then led back into the valley. They learn that God’s authority sounds like a voice that calls for listening, looks like a hand that touches fear, and moves downward into silence, suffering, and trust.” (4) We continually get glimpses of what is yet to come as we enter the valley time and time again and live out our lives each day. We continue to be reminded that God is with us, yet we struggle and think that we are handling matters on our own way too often. We continue to need to be reminded that the valley is not a testing ground, or a land of doubt and despair, but it is yet another place where Jesus stands with us and God truly does meet and bless his people time and time again.
I know that I said that I would be so excited that I could not contain this experience if I was there. I know that I said that I did not understand why this could not be shared immediately. I know that I said that I would need to process this by sharing it with everyone and anyone I came in contact with. However, I also know that I would have needed to live into it precisely like the disciples did as they followed Jesus off of that mountain from that very experience. I also know that excitement can be contained for a moment, until the time for sharing is truly ordained and right. God wants us to be excited. God wants us to experience things. However, God wants us to “listen to him!” (2) God wants us to respect and admire him. God wants us to follow him. God wants us to live into another season of Lent that is quickly approaching and fully experience all that is yet to come. “Faithfulness is not proven by dramatic experiences or clear answers, but by learning how to walk forward when the vision fades and the road leads toward Jerusalem.” (4) Our faith is such an experience and a blessing, and we can take things step by step precisely as our Triune God intended.
Amen.

Matthew 17:1-9
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James, and John in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration.

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
  
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”
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