Aim: Did American farmers experience great prosperity in the late 19th century?


I. Railroads open to the West

· 1850-1871 the gov’t made huge land grants to the railroads

· Union Pacific and the Central Pacific 

· The rails connected the East and West Coasts 
· The tracks were built by Civil War veterans, Irish and Chinese immigrants, African Americans, and Mexican Americans 

II. The Homestead Act
· passed in 1862

· 160 acres of land to any citizen or immigrant intending to become a citizen 
· They had to pay a small fee and make minor improvements

· 1862-1900 over 600,000 families settled west
III. Problems with the Homestead Act

· private owners, railroads and state government agents abused the law 
· not all plots of land were of equal value

· Some families received dry un-farmable lands 
· the Homestead Act strengthened and more settlers moved West
IV. Technical Support for Farmers
· John Deere: steel plow to dig through heavy soil

· Cyrus McCormick: reaping machine or a mass-harvester for wheat

· The spring-tooth harrow 

· The grain drill 

· Barbed wire 

· These inventions improved the speed of food production 
V. Agricultural Education
· The Morrill Act of 1862 and 1890 gave federal land to the states to help finance agricultural colleges

· researchers developed grains for arid soil 

· techniques for dry farming

· This allowed the eastern plains to become the “breadbasket of the nation”

