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Schakowsky: “Hope is in the Air!”
—by Gay Menges
“In all my years in politics, I’ve never seen
the mobilizations that I do today. It gives
me strong reason to hope,” said Rep.
Jan Schakowsky (D-9th) at the League’s
annual legislative luncheon on August 2.
She urged listeners to “put yourself out
there.” She emphasized that we must find
and support people to run for city and
village boards, school boards and other
local offices. She pointed to an increase in
League membership and in the many new
organizations that are springing up, citing
Indivisible as one example. Most are led
by women, who have a lot at stake today.
Schakowsky urged people to join organizations, run for office, go to
marches (as she does with her dogs Eleanor and Franklin). She pointed
out that during the late-night vote on repeal of the Affordable Care
Act (ACA), the chanting from the crowd at the Capitol could be heard
inside the chamber. She especially noted the disability community
who came to Washington to protest cuts to Medicaid, which provides
home and community-based care for people with disabilities. “We are
the richest country in the world,” she stated. “The idea that we cannot
afford to cover everyone is ridiculous. I believe health care is a right.”
Now on the Budget Committee in the House of Representatives,
Schakowsky notes that cuts that are proposed in the budget outlined
by President Trump would provide the lowest amount since 1960 in

“Drinks & Dialogue” Kickoff
Attracts a Full House
More than 40 LWV members and prospective members gathered
at the Celtic Knot on August 23 for a festive cocktail hour. It was
an opportunity to meet new and old League friends and learn
about what the League is up to at all levels of government. The
event garnered new memberships for the League. Many thanks
to the Celtic Knot and to Amy Morton, who donated dining
certificates for Found Kitchen & Social House and The Barn who
provided gift certificates as raffle prizes. And a special shout-out
to Barbara Wallace for planning this smashing event! See more
photos on page 5.
(L-R) Jennifer O’Neil, VP Voter Service, with Drinks & Dialogue
guests Mary Kelly, Elaine Vincent and Linda Tate

domestic programs and that the cuts to
the State Department take away “soft
power” or as she says, “smart power.”
Money for the Great Lakes is at zero.
She pointed to lots of push-back on
the proposed budget. She did note,
however, that a member of a House
committee dealing with climate change
said that the earth “will not flood
because God promised Noah.”
Returning to the theme of hopefulness,
Schakowsky said that perhaps Trump
has done us a favor because he has
“awakened a sleeping giant.” But she
added a cautionary note that, while Tea
Party members are a minority of the
Republican conference, they are powerful beyond their numbers. She
sees some hope for bipartisan work on the ACA, and noted that some
Republicans are worried about the use of force in the Middle East
and North Korea. She added that she is glad to see Generals James
Mattis (Secretary of Defense) and John Kelly (White House Chief of
Staff) in the administration. She concluded by saying that energy and
intensity “are on our side now, but we haven’t broken through yet.
We must especially work to overcome voter suppression.”
To the question, what can we do?, she responded “Get involved,
join the League, train for voter registration, go to marches, run
for office, make your voice heard. Work hard on the 2018 midterm election. Hope is in the air.”
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LWVE has had a fun and busy summer! We successfully
advocated for the passage of a new city ordinance banning
the use of environmentally-damaging coal-tar pavement
sealants. We welcomed Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky
at our sold-out legislative luncheon. And we enjoyed
conversation with old and new friends at our inaugural
“Drinks and Dialogue” cocktail hour. Special thanks to new
member Barb Wallace for helping us launch this series of
informal conversations. There will be more to come!
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Now, we are looking forward to a productive fall. See the LWVE Calendar of Events on
page 5, and articles in this issue for complete coverage. A few highlights:
•
LWVE is actively working with a new coalition, Joining Forces for Affordable
Housing. Our members are serving on the Steering Committee and various working
committees. Watch your email, Facebook, and Twitter for advocacy opportunities
that will arise from this effort.
•
A new League committee is monitoring the work of the City’s Equity and
Empowerment Coordinator. As she continues to develop a plan for coordinating the
City’s efforts to ensure equitable access to its programs, services, and employment,
we expect that there will be many opportunities for League members to observe
related community meetings. Please reach out to Jessie Feldman if you’d like to get
involved: jessie23tf@gmail.com
•
For those interested in registering voters, we are convening a Deputy Registrar
training session with the Cook County Clerk’s office on September 9, from
10:00 am to noon, at the Civic Center. Our Voter Services committee continues
to collaborate with the Voter Participation Action Coalition to coordinate voter
registration throughout Evanston.
•
With new members joining all the time, our League is now more than 210 members
strong! Our upcoming League 101 event on October 1 (2:00-3:30 pm) will be a great
way for newer members—or anyone who’d like to become more familiar our work—
to learn about how the League functions at all levels of government.
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Our work is bolstered every day by the interest, energy, and commitment of our members.
There are so many ways to get involved! Together, we are making democracy work.
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Dialing for Dollars: state
League Phonathon Benefits LWV
Several LWVE members gathered at First Bank and Trust May 4,
hosted by Development Chair Karen Hunt to participate in the annual
LWV-Illinois phonathon The phonathon is an opportunity to remind
local league members of how LWVIL assists us with lobbying in
Springfield, gathering information on legislative issues and actions,
and providing us with timely calls to action.
This fundraiser for the state league also yields a local benefit, as
LWV-IL rebates 15% of our members’ donations to us for assisting
in the phonathon. At this phonathon, we raised $3,840 from
Evanston LWV members, which yielded a rebate of $576 - $368
for our Education Fund and $208 for local operations.
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Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education
and advocacy.

Like LWVE
on Facebook

Anatomy of Advocacy: The Process of Banning the Use of
Coal Tar Sealants in Evanston
Editor’s note: Coal tar sealants, used mostly in the
eastern half of the USA to extend pavement life,
contain up to 35% coal tar pitch, which the
National Toxicology Program of the US Dept.
of Health and Human Services considers
a human carcinogen. These sealants also
discharge chemicals that pollute waterways.
Several major retailers, including Home
Depot, Lowe’s and Ace Hardware, no longer
carry these products. If you are concerned
about possible prior use of coal tar sealants
on your property, here are links to two
helpful websites: tinyurl.com/y8yveb2c and
ntp.niehs.nih.gov

of that league to discuss their strategy. Julianne and I also
met with Ald. Revelle to discuss approaches.
Thereafter, we researched the issue thoroughly
in order to be able to speak knowledgeably
on the subject, confirming coal tar sealant’s
toxic qualities and finding solid arguments
for the ban. We also checked with School
Districts 65 and 202 to find out whether they
used coal tar sealants and learned that they
did not. (If they did, we thought we could ask
PTAs for support in seeking a ban.)

- by Elizabeth Kinney
Last spring the Evanston LWV was encouraged by the LWV-Lake
Michigan Region to consider seeking a local ban on the use of coal
tar sealants. Initially, I checked our positions to make sure that such
an action was included and found that it was (the LWVUS and the
LWVIL also have supportive positions). I asked Ald. Eleanor Revelle
to find out whether the City of Evanston used coal tar sealants and
learned that, while the City does not use these sealants, neither were
they banned. Ald. Revelle told me that the Evanston Environment
Board might be taking up the issue. Accordingly, on March 9, 2017,
I attended the Environment Board meeting. At that meeting, the
Board decided to research what it had done on the issue in the past.
The LWVE board authorized me to speak in support of a ban at the
next Environment Board meeting. Also, a committee was formed
to work on the issue; the members were Julianne Dieterich, Betty
Hayford and Cate Whitcomb. Since the LWV-Wilmette had recently
been successful in securing a ban there, I met with the co-presidents

I spoke at the April 13 meeting of the Environment
Board. The Board referred the issue to the City Council’s
Human Services Committee, with a recommendation
that a local ordinance be enacted. The LWV committee met with
members of Human Services to present our position and to answer
any questions they might have. We also contacted Jonathan
Nieuwsma and Leslie Shad, president and vice president of Citizens
Greener Evanston, to seek their support.CGE submitted a letter to
each alderman on the Human Services Committee supporting the
proposed ban.
On May 1, I spoke at the Human Services Committee meeting in
support of the proposed ban. A representative for the Pavement
Coatings Technology Council spoke in opposition. The committee
voted unanimously to ask staff to prepare an ordinance banning the
use of coal tar sealants. The committee considered the ordinance at
its June 5 meeting (where the League once again voiced our support)
and voted to send the ordinance to the City Council.
continued on page 6

Eye on Equity and Empowerment
As stated on the City of Evanston website: The City of Evanston has
embarked on a new mission to more intentionally address issues
of access, equity and empowerment. Diversity and inclusion are
core values of the Evanston community. To achieve lasting change
and better outcomes for our community, we must leverage our
diversity and actively practice inclusion. In addition to being the
right thing to do, it is the smart and necessary thing to do.
This effort is being led by Patricia Efiom, appointed last spring as
Equity and Empowerment Coordinator. Rev. Efiom spoke at the
League’s annual meeting
in May, at which time we
adopted a local program
item to “Monitor the work
of the new City of Evanston
Equity and Empowerment
Coordinator; gain an
understanding of the
goals of the position;

monitor progress, strategies for involving all city departments, and
community input.”
The Local Government Committee is leading the League’s efforts
in the E&E arena, and has offered to recruit members to help Rev.
Efiom as she works through multi-faceted items in the 2017-18 work
plan. A meeting has been scheduled to determine where League
members may be most helpful and/or useful.
The E&E plan includes ambitious goals of working with City
Council and staff, as well
as the broad Evanston
community to identify
equity targets, train City
leaders and employees
to understand equity, and
create a framework of
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Education + Activism =
A Winning Formula for Upcoming LWV Events
Your League membership can introduce you to many opportunities for civic engagement.
Mark your calendars for our September & October events—and invite a friend or two!
Mitchell Museum Tour
Learn about the lives of 12 women renowned
for their work on issues ranging from land
and environment, tribal sovereignty, culture
and language, to economic justice. The tour
is set for Tuesday, September 19, 11:00
am – 12:30 pm at the Mitchell Museum of
the American Indian, 3001 Central Street in
Evanston. A museum docent will provide
an overview of the Mitchell’s current exhibit,
“Contemporary Native Women Opening
Doors to Change.” As described on the
museum website, this is an opportunity
to “Learn about the first Native American
woman to successfully argue a case before
the United States Supreme Court. Learn
who is leading the charge in the fight
against using racial stereotypes as mascots. Discover who was
named one of the 35 people who made a difference in the world in
2005 by Smithsonian Magazine. Meet an internationally recognized
Native woman whose art work is featured on postal stamps.
Designed to stimulate conversations in community responsibility
and engagement, visitors will learn the unique life stories of the
incredible women behind these and many more accomplishments.
Throughout the exhibit, the women’s life stories are supported by
art and artifacts that represent the challenges the women have faced
and the victories they have championed.
This tour will also take in the museum’s permanent exhibits, which
offer explanations of the meanings of city names like Chicago
and Evanston and describe past and present Native communities
in Chicagoland. The impact of the Relocation Act, which pushed
Native people off the reservations to urban centers like Chicago in
the 1950s, is also addressed.

October Luncheon: Whither
Affordable Housing in Evanston?
As a community, Evanston is committed to
offering a wide range of housing choices.
However, in recent years, the choices are
narrowing for housing that is deemed
“affordable.” Advocacy fo affordable housing
is a major focus of the League’s local program. Jennifer O’Neil has
assembled an panel to discuss “The Challenges of Developing
Affordable Housing Today.” The luncheon is set for Tuesday,
October 24, 11:45 am at Prairie Moon Restaurant, 1502 Sherman
Ave, Evanston. (Register by October 20) Speakers for this event will be:
Adrian Willoughby, Executive Director, Reba Place
Development Corp.
Savannah Clement, Housing Policy & Planning Analyst, City
of Evanston
Britt Shawver, Executive Director, Housing Opportunities
for Women
Please register via phone or email to the League office: 847.859.7883
or LWVEvanston@gmail.com. $20 fee, payable at the event.

Take Action on Affordable Housing
LWVE is a cosigner on a letter going to the
Plan Commission and City Council from
the Joint Coalition on Affordable Housing,
(LWV and numerous local organizations are
members). The letter advocates an increase
in the number of affordable units offered in
a proposed development at 1450 Sherman
Ave. Get informed on this issue at: tinyurl.com/y9r5wjqp
and consider adding your individual voice to the cause by
contacting your alderman.

Please register for this tour by September 15 via phone or email to
the League office: 847.859.7883 or LWVEvanston@gmail.com. The
fee is $6/adult, $4/senior, payable at the museum. Parking is available
in a parking lot on Central Park Avenue. behind the museum and on
the street. Thanks to Holly Heap for organizing this event.

Deputy Registrar Training
There’s no better way to witness how the League fulfills our mission
of Making Democracy Work than by helping people gain or maintain
their eligibility to vote. You can participate in this essential work
by becoming a Deputy Registrar. LWV is hosting a training session
with the Cook County Clerk’s office on Saturday, September 9 at
10:00 am at the Morton Civic Center. To sign up for training, email
Jennifer O’Neil at jenoneil2@gmail.com. Include this information:
full name, address at which you are registered to vote, phone number
and email address. The training session lasts about two hours.

4

League of Women Voters of Evanston

The Intercom

Tout the League at
Farmers Market
Nonprofit Day!
Once each season the Evanston
Farmers Market invites local
nonprofits to set up tables and
inform the community about their
activities. This year’s nonprofit
day is Saturday, September 9.
We need volunteers to staff our
table. Can you give us an hour (or
more) between 7:00 am and 1:00
pm. Contact Penny Doyle to sign
up. phfdoyle49@gmail.com or
847.868.5664
Photo by Nan Anderson

lwve Drinks & Dialogue continued from page 1

LWVE Calendar of Events
Saturday, September 9 ~ 10 am-12 noon
Voter Registration Training
Morton Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Ave, Room 2404
Learn to become a deputy registrar or refresh your skills.
Registration: Jennifer O’Neil at jenoneil2@gmail.com
Please include your full name, address where you are
registered to vote, and phone number. More details page 4.
Tuesday, September 19 ~ 11:00 AM
Docent talk and tour
Mitchell Museum of the American Indian
3001 Central Street, Evanston
Optional lunch to follow with participants at a nearby
restaurant. Museum admission $6 / $4 seniors. RSVP by
September 15 at LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847-859-7883.
More details page 4.

Clara Livingston (L) joined her mother, Gretchen Livingston, at Drinks
& Dialogue

Sunday, September 24 ~ 6:00-9:00 pm
Equal Means Equal
Skokie Theater, 7924 Lincoln Ave., Skokie
FREE screening of a documentary examining how women are
treated in the US today. Followed by a panel discussion with
State Rep. Lou Lang and Illinois NOW’s Michelle Fadely.
Reservations required at skokietheater.org
wednesday, September 27
National Voter Registration Day
LWVE and its partner organizations will be registering voters
and providing voting information at locations in Evanston.
Deputy registrars interested in assisting should email
jenoneil2@gmail.com
sunday, october 1 ~ 2:00-3:30 pm
League 101 (Location TBA)
Current and prospective members are invited to learn
about the ins and outs of the League, from the local to
national level. RSVP by September 25 to the League office
LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847-859-7883.

Drinks & Dialogue guests listened as LWVE Co-President Julianne
Dieterich ticked off the list of current League action items and
upcoming events.

wednesday, october 11 ~ 11:30 AM
LWVIL State of the State Luncheon
Union League Club of Chicago, 65 W Jackson Blvd, Chicago
Program and registration info will be posted on the state
league website, and LWVE will send an e-blast.
Upcoming Luncheon Programs
tuesday, october 24 ~ 11:45 AM
The Challenges of Developing Affordable
Housing Today
Prairie Moon Restaurant, 1502 Sherman Avenue, Evanston
Reserve by October 20 at LWVEvanston@gmail.com
or 847-859-7883.
Tuesday, November 7 ~ 11:45 AM
Development in Downtown Evanston
Three Crowns Park, 2323 McDaniel Avenue, Evanston
Johanna Leonard, Evanston’s Director of Community
Development, will discuss the process and prospects for
development in Downtown Evanston. RSVP by November 3
LWVEvanston@gmail.com or 847-859-7883. $20 at door

Drinks & Dialogue guests Megan Lynch and Margaret MacKay with
Julianne Dieterich.

Updates at www.lwve.org click on link to Calendar
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Ban of Coal Tar Sealants continued from page 1
The League’s next step was to send a e-blast to alert our members
about the proposed ban and to encourage them to attend the June
26 City Council meeting, when the ordinance would be introduced.
We also contacted all of the alderman with whom we had not yet
been in contact to see if they wanted to meet with us to discuss
the issue. Several agreed to meet and others told us that they
were already supporters of the proposed ban. We also secured a
commitment from Jonathan Nieuwsma of CGE to speak in support
of the ordinance. He, in turn, asked Sarah Lovinger, Executive
Director, Chicago Chapter of Physicians for Social Responsibility
to speak and she did. Speaking for the League were LWVE CoPresidents Julianne Dieterich and Casey Christensen, as well as
Krista Grimm, president of the LWV-Lake Michigan Region.. The
motion to introduce the ordinance passed unanimously. The final
hurdle was the City Council meeting on July 10. Prior to the meeting,
Casey Christensen sent an e-mail to all aldermen reminding them
of the League’s strong support for the ordinance. She also spoke
at the City Council meeting, as did Leslie Shad of CGE and Wendy
Pollack, a member of the Environment Board.
The outcome: a unanimous vote by the City Council to enact
the coal tar sealants ban, and a great example of the League’s
advocacy and coalition-building skills.

Equity and Empowerment continued from page 1
equity and empowerment. Rev. Efiom plans to develop meaningful
and ongoing partnerships with community groups and to work with
African-American and Latino leaders to plan and facilitate town hall
meetings. Evanston efforts will be compared with plans that have
been developed in other cities; and we will need to determine
appropriate measurements of progress.
What League members can do: Help populate our Observer Corps
so that we can cover meetings and events associated with E&E work.
If you are interested in helping with this project, contact Jessie
Feldman: jessie23tf@gmail.com or 847-864-2199. Jessie has also
offered to send a copy of the proposed E&E plan to interested
members.

In Memoriam. . .
Nancy Allred, long-time League
member and former board member,
passed away on July 9. Her numerous
volunteer activities included PTA,
Cub Scouts, church school teaching
at St. Mark’s Church and later at
Covenant Methodist Church, Faith in
Action Evanston, hospice, driving for
Meals at Home and for FISH, I Have
A Dream project, and soup kitchens.
She also worked as an election judge
for many years. She is survived by her
husband, Louis Allred. Full obituary
at tinyurl.com/y7za7d8g

MWRD TELLS LWVCC
THERE IS NO “NEW” WATER

The League of Women Voters of Cook County held its annual
Lunch & Learn gathering on August 8. The event featured Mariyana
T. Spyropoulos, President of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District Board (MWRD). She outlined the responsibilities and
operations of the organization to protect and improve the quality
of the water supply in Cook County, and reduce the threat of flood
damage. Maintaining water quality is vital because there is no
“new” water; all the water we have is part of the cycle of absorption,
discharge, evaporation and precipitation.
MWRD is currently engaged in completing the Deep Tunnel (TARP)
system to reduce flooding. Residents can help limit excessive runoff
by reducing water use, using porous pavement and rain barrels, and
planting rain gardens.
The MWRD is governed by a nine-member Board, including LWVE
member Debra Shore. Noting that she was perceived as a “tree
hugger” when she first ran for the office, Comm. Spyropoulos said
composition of the board has changed, and now flood control
takes equal priority with processing sewage. The Board oversees
all operations included in the budget, which totals $1.14 billion
this year. Given that many residents are unfamiliar with MWRD, the
LWV of Cook County has been attending board meetings for the
past year and will be interviewing board members to press them
to approve a proposal to establish an Independent Inspector
General to investigate any issues submitted by employees or the
public. Members of LWVE can join in observing MWRD and learn
more about this key county office. If you want to get involved,
contact LWVCC at info@lwvcookcounty.org or contact Karen Hunt
khunt@firstbt.com or Betty Hayford ehayford@gmail.com .
Thank you to Pris Mims, Val Krejcie and Betty Hayford
for compiling this report.
Fast Facts about MWRD: The District serves an area of 883
square miles which includes the city of Chicago and 128 suburban
communities. The District serves an equivalent population of
10.35 million people; 5.25 million real people, a commercial and
industrial equivalent of 4.5 million people, and a combined sewer
overflow equivalent of 0.6 million people. The District’s 560 miles of
intercepting sewers and force mains range in size from 6 inches to
27 feet in diameter, and are fed by approximately 10,000 local sewer
system connections. Read more about it at: tinyurl.com/yguewca
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LWV Scholarship at ETHS:
We’re Almost There!
Connect. Share.
Learn. Access.
Celebrating 5 years

of making connections among
older adults who cherish
their independence.
Services, Support & Sociability
to help you age well.

847-721-1413
NorthShore-Village.org
YOUR HOME | YOUR CHOICE

MovementSolutions
At the LWVE annual meeting in May, members approved a proposal to create a scholarship
at Evanston Township High School to recognize a graduating senior who has demonstrated
excellence in civic participation. A committee composed of Kate Julian, Betty Hayford and
Elizabeth Kinney is now at work developing criteria and guidelines for the award. Candidates
will submit a brief statement outlining their commitment to promoting participation in the
political process, in school or in the community, along with demonstrating a high standard of
good citizenship. Activities might include serving in student government or the model United
Nations, assisting with voter registration at ETHS or elsewhere, participation in political issue
clubs or political campaigns, or engaging in public service.

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance
Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

ETHS requires scholarship sponsors to make a commitment of at least $1000 per year for five
years. To date we have pledges totaling $4600, so we are within $400 of meeting the fiveyear commitment. Pledges may be paid at once or incrementally over the 5-year period. All
donations will be fully tax deductible. If you wish to make a pledge, please contact Elizabeth
Kinney at: ekinney56@sbcglobal.net or 847-866-9832. Also, let her know if you are interested
in serving on the scholarship committee.
This new LWVE project will be an exciting avenue for educating young people and their
parents about the value of civic participation and the work of the LWVE.

When the League
Calls for Action . . .
As Jan Schakowsky reminded us at the legislative
luncheon, it’s our duty to “get involved and make
your voice heard.” State and national LWV make
that easy to do by sending out Calls for Action
that enable us to register our views with our
elected representatives with the click of a mouse.
Be sure you are subscribed to action alerts from
the state league at: tinyurl.com/ycuubxry and
from the national league at: lwv.org/get-involved
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HELP evanston
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES

If you would prefer to receive the
Intercom only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please email
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call
the League office at 847-859-7883 and
leave a message telling us to stop sending
you a printed copy. It will help us be more
eco-friendly and reduce printing and
mailing costs!
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