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TONIGHT’S MEETING

Welcome to Texas A&M Pre-Medical Society! Tonight’s meeting will include
the upcoming officers election and a wrap up of the semester. Thank you all for
an amazing semester!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In order to officially become a member (and earn points), you MUST fill
out a membership form and pay dues! Dues are $30 for the semester or $45
for the full year. Dues can be paid by cash, check, or through online credit
card payment.

VOLUNTEERING: You must be a member to volunteer and are required
to wear your Pre-Med Society shirt, long pants, and closed toed shoes.
Sign up to volunteer on our website!

Our Top 20 members will be invited to attend a medical school tour field
trip later this semester so be sure to pay your dues and start earning you
points!

POINT OPPORTUNITIES MEMBERSHIP
Pre-Med meeting Attendance 3 Points Exemplary 100 Points
ECHO Meeting Attendance 2 Points Distinguished 75 Points
Intramural Game Attendance 2 points Honored 0 ol
Social Event Attendance 3 points Member <50 Points
One Hour of Volunteering 1 point

The points system is used to determine our members’
participation within the society. The various echelons of
awarded membership allow one to truly benefit from all
the society has to offer and to capitalize on this involve-
ment during the medical school application process.

Congratulations to our
Member of the Week
Veena Chauhan
Thank you for being an active

member!!



Watches Grey's Anatomy,
House, Scrubs, The Good
Doctor, ER

A column of mercury (S.G.13) is twice the height of a col-
umn of water. What is the difference in pressure at the bot-

Youlknow, I'm someth[rgg of a doctor myself

Practice MCAT Question

UPCOMING OPSA WORKSHOPS

Medical and Dental Application Workshops

tom of the mercury column in comparison with the column

of water?

A. The same

B. Twice as great
C. 13 times as great
D. 26 times as great

Answer at the bottom of

April 23, 2:00pm - 3:00pm
April 24, 3:00pm - 4:00pm
April 29, 11:00am - 12:00pm

May 6, 10:00am - 11:00am
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Non-Traditional Students, Know Your Worth

What you would contribute to your medical school? Let me count the ways. You know more than you think you do.

As a non-traditional applicant, you’ve lived longer than the average med school applicant, perhaps seen more of the
world, and maybe thought more about what it is you want to contribute to the world you’ve seen. Take this to heart.

According to the Association of American Medical Colleges, the mean age of students entering medical school is 24
years, and “matriculants over the age of 31 comprise less than 4 percent of new students.”

Yes, non-traditional students make up a small percentage of a medical school’s student body. However, their age var-
ied and rich contributions are not only much harder to quantify, but also more likely to contribute more than the num-
ber suggests.

As a non-traditional applicant, you bring a richness life-diversity to the application process that many cannot. You may
have double majored in philosophy and anthropology. You may have lived in Spain for a year. You may have a young
child at home. You may have spent time on the Appalachian Trail, or you may have worked for 10 years in a law firm.

All of this might make you ask, “How do I possibly fit in to the medical school mold?”” By being yourself. As you
write your essay, celebrate yourself. Celebrate your life’s journey and envision arriving as a first-year student at your
top choice medical school. (Fingers crossed!)

Picture yourself learning, studying, asking questions, and contributing the insights you have gained in your life
travels, even if you’ve never left home.

Without a doubt, your philosophy major has trained you in the art of contemplating issues of existence, life, and death.
If you were lucky enough, your time living in Spain taught you to embrace a new culture, learn a new transportation
system, and to solve problems in a different language. How can you bring those lessons to your medical school essay
and interview? Your time on the Appalachian trail gave you the opportunity to reflect on the sanctity of the environ-
ment and self-sufficiency.

Bring that wisdom to your essay. Parenting a young child undoubtedly requires that you multitask while caring for an-
other. Surely this applies to medical school and a career as a physician.

With this wealth of life experience behind you—part of you—you would certainly enrich the life of your future patients,
for we gain the capacity for empathy from soaking up life around us. When I matriculated as a non-traditional first-
year medical student, I was exhilarated not only by the diversity of my peers in terms of their ethnic and academic
backgrounds, but also their individual interests and outlooks. I enjoyed not only learning from them, but also adding
my own expertise to the conversation; as a more mature student, I had the benefit of added life experience that often
helped in class discussions.

After 2 years of participation in school-wide government, I ran for Medical Council President and won, serving in my
third and fourth years. I have always felt that my life experience gave me the confidence to get so involved in medical
school, and I’'m quite sure it would have been harder for me to do so as a “traditional” student. So now that you’ve de-
cided to apply to medical school as a non-traditional applicant, go for it.

Parenting a young child undoubtedly requires that you multitask while caring for another. Surely this applies to medi-
cal school and a career as a physician.

It’s OK that you didn’t major in Biology. It’s fine that you didn’t know you wanted to be a doctor when you were in
kindergarten. You do now. Make that known. Celebrate yourself. Translate your worth. Know the value of your non-
traditional self and be able to communicate this value. Medicine needs a person like you.

Source: https://www.prospectivedoctor.com/non-traditional-students-know-your-worth/
MCAT Answer: D



