CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
OCTOBER 15, 2025 * 7:00PM
****************************************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Smith, Council
John Metzger, Council
Aron Boyce, Council

GOVERNING BOYD MEMBERS ABSENT
Chauncey Young, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Nathaniel Copp, City Superintendent
Brian Zachary, Utilities Operator
Paul Bolinger, Chief of Police
Todd Luckman, City Attorney
Dennis Reiling, Municipal Court Judge

PUBLIC PRESENT
Maggie Bornholdt, Willow Domestic Violence
Mike & Trisha Boyd, 316-318 W Washington Street
Kelley Rockhold & Debbie Hunt, Courtyard Christmas
Garret Tufte, American Surveying
Jill Decker, 307 Cherokee Street

CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:00pm.

PUBLIC

Willow Domestic Violence
Maggie Bornholdt read the Domestic Violence Proclamation to the City Council. John Metzger made a motion to approve the Mayor’s Proclamation declaring October at Domestic Violence Month. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

Courtyard Christmas
Kelley Rockhold informed the Council the Courtyard Christmas event will take place on Saturday November 29th at 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Ms. Rockhold requested the same street closings as last year. Ken Newell made a motion to donate $1000 to the Courtyard Christmas event. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.  Ms. Rockhold asked to use the street light poles to decorate and John Norman responded the poles are owned by Evergy and they do not allow anything to be hung on them. Patty Hamm will call them and inquire again.

Laundromat
Mike Boyd informed the Council that he has purchased the old laundromat building with plans to reopen it as a laundromat. In doing so, Trisha Boyd stated that they are possibly interested in using the back half as an apartment, however, City ordinance does not allow apartments on the first floor in the B3 Commercial Zoning District. Council directed Mr. & Mrs. Boyd to file the zoning amendment application and follow the process through the Planning Commission. Mr. Boyd asked if the laundromat is required to have a public restroom. Todd Luckman replied the City follows the 2012 International Building Codes.

Yoder Replat
Garret Tufte presented the preliminary plat to the Council for review. Todd Luckman reported that the Planning Commission held their hearing and recommend approval of the replat. Patty Hamm noted that the vacation request for Herkimer Street and Elm Street must be reviewed in separate action. Council discussed the replat and access to utilities as well as access for emergency services. No action taken.
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Municipal Judge
Judge Dennis Reiling explained his role as municipal judge and noted that he has not ever had a pro tem judge with any of the cities that he is involved in. Judge Reiling noted that most documents that he needs to sign outside of municipal court can be processed electronically. He also noted that any absences that he has planned he can attend via zoom if need be. Judge Reiling stated that unless it is a trial, most action is taken on by the City Prosecutor. John Norman stated that the longevity of some of the code enforcement cases is an issue and the Council would like resolution quicker than what has been happening. Todd Luckman replied that most code violations are a process that is not cut and dry and the main purpose of the process is for the defendant to clean up the property which often takes a long time due to the physical ability of the defendant or financial reasons. No action taken on Ordinance No. 25-9-107 Municipal Judge.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
Paul Bolinger reported that Graecin Jeffers has resigned from the Animal Control Officer position. Patty Hamm will advertise again. John Norman reported that no other cities showed up for the interlocal agreement meeting for Animal Control. 

Paul Bolinger reported that there are a few juveniles that are acting up around town and he has spoken to the parents and will continue to watch them. 

Paul Bolinger directed the Council’s attention to the estimate from Superior Emergency Response Vehicles for a 2026 Tahoe. Paul noted that the estimate is for the complete package minus the decals which he estimates to cost approximately $600 - $700. John Metzger advised that it is his opinion the Police Department needs to be seen more throughout the City and not just at the Oskaloosa Fire Station. Ken Newell made a motion to approve the purchase of the 2026 Tahoe at a cost of $69,302 as presented with the graphics cost pending. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

Council reviewed the Code Enforcement report with City Attorney, Todd Luckman. Jill Decker asked about the grass and weed enforcement process; stating her opinion is the City looks trashy. Todd Luckman explained the grass and weed notification process. Ken Newell replied many of those that are written up for code violations are repeat offenders year after year. John Norman stated that there is an abundance of rental property as well which often means those living there do not take pride in the property.

Jill Decker asked if the City Council would be willing to provide dumpsters for citywide clean up more than once a year. John Norman replied the issue is that most of the use comes from individuals outside the City limits at a cost to the citizens of Oskaloosa.

Paul Bolinger reported that trailers in lot #9 and lot #10 are still out of compliance for code violations. John Metzger expressed that he does not recommend the permit be granted for the trailer park to operate in 2026 until full compliance with all code violations have been met.

Council discussed each outstanding code violations with the City Attorney expressing action needing to be taken on each one. Ken Newell made a motion for the City maintenance staff to proceed with the clean up of 814 Delaware Street. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

MAINTENANCE
Brian Zachary reported on the installation of meters at 802 Warren Street, 108 E. Jefferson Street, and 411 Sycamore Street along with the changeout of many remote meters.

Aron Boyce made a motion to approve the Smith & Loveless Inc. lift station upgrades in the amount of $6278 as presented. Ken Newell seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

Nathaniel Copp reported that the price estimate from CK Power for the City Hall generator is still pending.

PARK & POOL
Paul Bolinger requested the bathrooms in the park be locked at 6pm for the winter. Nathaniel Copp replied they will be winterized by November 1st and closed for the season.

LEGAL COUNSEL
Todd Luckman presented the Council with a draft ordinance for a Brightspeed Franchise. Nathaniel Copp noted he is not in favor of a franchise agreement with Brightspeed due to the amount of City utility lines in all of the right-of-way easements. No action taken.
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Brian Zachary reported he met with the owner of the Oskaloosa Car Wash regarding the runoff situation. The owner will fix the downspouts on his building so the water is directed toward the ditch area. Brian noted that 90% of the problem stems from the Oskaloosa Thriftway and that the wall on the north side of the building is also collapsing. Council directed Todd Luckman to send a letter to the Oskaloosa Thriftway requesting the status and a timeline of action by them. Nathaniel Copp will contact King’s to see if they have a timeline as well.

Todd Luckman reported that the lawsuit brought on by Ms. Donna Huffman has been resolved with the judge issuing a final order of denial. Mr. Luckman stated that Ms. Huffman has a right to appeal by November 5, 2025. 

NEW BUSINESS
John Metzger made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-09 Halloween Parade as written. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

MEETING MINUTES
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2025 meeting as written. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=3, No=0, Abstain=1 (Aron Boyce); Motion Carried.

FINANCE
John Metzger made a motion to approve the financial report and vouchers as presented. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

NEW BUSINESS
Patty Hamm informed the Council that she is gathering information from both Giant Communications and Allegiant Services for both telephone and internet at all City building locations. Patty will have more information at the next Council meeting.

Patty Hamm asked the Council how they would like to proceed with connecting utility service for the Presbyterian Church outbuilding that is now being used as a meeting place for church members. Patty noted that past Councils did not charge the Thrift Store for utility services. John Metzger replied there are no bathroom facilities in the building and the building will not be open to the general public other than church members using it as a meeting location. No action taken.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:25pm.       Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	NOVEMBER 19, 2025		
