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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
It is my honor and privilege to
serve as your president. I want to
thank each one of you for having the
confidence in me to hold this prestigious position in this outstanding
organization.
During my term as president of the
Alabama Society I want to continue
two projects that our two previous
presidents initiated. The first is from
president Bob Anderson: The one
penny a day for youth programs.
This program is designed to assist
those chapters who may not have
enough funds to sponsor a contest
and give a fair monetary prize. If
every member of the society would
commit $3.65 for one year, every
chapter could benefit as this would
create more contestants to be judged
at the state convention which gives us
a larger field to select for national.
This money is controlled by the
treasurer with a request through the
Society president.
The second project from president
Edmon McKinley is promoting the
ALSSAR Color Guard. I wholeheartedly agree with president McKinley
that our Color Guard is the most
prominent feature of bringing attention to our mission. I want to encourage each member to seriously consider purchasing a colonial uniform,
militia clothing or clergy apparel and

David Jones installed as president
at 2020 ALSSAR state convention
The 2020 ALSSAR convention in Hoover drew 111 compatriots and guests, but started
with a visit by NSSAR Secretary General Davis Wright to
the American Village for a great
tour conducted by Tom Walker
and his staff.
Wright, escorted by ALSSAR
president Edmon McKinley and
Vice-President David Jones,
was impressed with the SAR
Flag Plaza and the interaction of
the students in the programs
presented by the reenactors.
The convention, held at the
Embassy Suites on Feb. 21-22,
started with Friday registration

at 1 p.m. A total of 78 compatriots and 33 guests registered.
The activities began with a well
-attended genealogy workshop
presented by our registrar Ron
Bearden.
One of our new programs
followed and was presented by
David Jones. In this very interesting presentation, Jones had
slide presentations of Barron
Vohn Steuben’s orders and
commands he prepared for Gen.
George Washington. Additionally, Jones presented the correct
commands and procedures for

David Jones becomes
the 70th president of the
See CONVENTION, Page 3 Alabama Society.
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Vice President General Bobby Joe Seales,
left, presents award to Edmon McKinley.

Southern District Vice President General Bobby Joe Seales presented a District Meritorious Service Medal to ALSSAR president Edmon H. McKinley at
the state convention in February in
recognition of notable services to the
Southern District on behalf of our American principles.
The District Meritorious Service Medal
was first authorized in 1980 and can only
be approved and presented by a District
Vice President General. A compatriot
may receive this medal only once from a
district.
Although a member may receive this
award multiple times from the National
Society, and once from their district, a
state society or a chapter, only one Meritorious Service Medal is worn.
Once a member has received the Meritorious Service Medal, subsequent
awards by additional conferring authorities are represented by oak leaf clusters.
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
become a member of the Color Guard at
your chapter and/or the state. A packet
was distributed at our annual meeting
filled with vendors.
I want to encourage each chapter to organize and develop a strategy to get into
your local schools (elementary, middle
and high school) and make contact with
teachers and administrators to work with
teachers as they present their curriculum
pertaining to the founding of this great
nation.
If nothing else you can be a visual aid
for teachers. While stage fright may be
something that most people have, it is
very easy to overcome. As my grandmother used to say “You never know
what you can do until you try.”
I want every member to read the mission and goals of the Sons of the American Revolution. We, as descendants of
patriots who put their lives on the line to
create this great country, took an oath to
preserve what they created. We cannot
preserve their work and sacrifices if we
become complacent within our communities. We are all aware of the lack of civics
being taught in our schools.
If “WE” do not take action, we will
surely lose more generations of understanding “civic responsibilities” of this
great country. Therefore, my challenge to
every compatriot is to become more active
in your local schools, community centers
and libraries.
Each chapter received a copy of goals
that I wish to accomplish during my term
as president. If a chapter did not receive
those goals at the annual meeting please
contact me so that I can get a copy to you.
With the coronavirus pandemic upon us,
many chapter meetings and state events
have been canceled. Therefore I will be
trying to communicate with everyone via
email. This is going to be a challenge for
all of us as it prevents us from interacting
with the community so this is a good time
to plan. It is also a great opportunity to
register your patriot in the NSSAR data
base. We should be able to be at 100 percent within a couple of weeks.
It is my pleasure to serve as your president during the coming year. Thank you
to each and every member for placing the
confidence in me to serve. I am here to
serve each chapter and please call on me
for assistance.
—David M. Jones

Endowment Fund supports youth awards
At the recent ALSSAR state convention
in Hoover, the Endowment Fund Committee presented the state society with a check
for $1000 toward future award prizes for
the various youth programs.
This represented approximately 50 percent of the earning of the endowment
funds over the past year (distribution restricted by current by-laws to allow the
endowment to grow). At the end of December, 2019 the ALSSAR Endowment
Fund held by the Community Foundation
of South Alabama had a value of $68,135.
Over the past four years, the endowment
fund has returned a total of $3,400 back to
society for use in cash awards for the
youth activities. This is a remarkable
achievement given the endowment fund
was established in 2002 and over the first
17 years, never returned a penny for the
youth awards!
It was also announced that on Jan. 31,
the Thomas L. Turner Charitable Trust
deposited $8,000 into the ALSSAR Endowment Account at CFSA. For an outside group to make such a donation is
certainly a strong endorsement of not only
the governance of the fund but also the
efforts being made by the ALSSAR youth
activities to expose the youth of this state
to the principals upon which our republic

was founded.
Concurrently, former ALSSAR president Price Legg informed the group that
the Gen. Galvez chapter had provided a
$5,000 donation to the endowment. This
represented money that had been earned
by that chapter at the conventions held in
Mobile by former presidents Legg and Jim
Wardlaw years ago.
Jim Griffith of the Tennessee Valley
chapter presented the endowment with a
check for $1,100 representing a donation
from the chapter and several members in
memory of Mac Moon who was the sitting
chairman of the Endowment Fund Committee at the time of his death.
These three contributions were in conjunction with the $700 provided by the
state society under a long standing provision that $5 of every money-generating
application be placed into the endowment
fund. When taken together, the ALSSAR
Endowment Fund is now valued at more
than $80,000!
Individual chapter and membership support of the endowment fund will assure a
steady stream of funds to help finance our
youth awards. For additional information
on how to donate, check the state website
at www.alssar.org.
—John Wallace

—Photo courtesy of David Jones

Revolutionary War equipment display
Compatriot Martin Brady and his wife set up a display of Revolutionary
War clothing, equipment and resource material at the state convention,
entertaining numerous attendees with his knowledge.
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Convention
(Continued from Page 1)
presenting and retiring the colors.
Our traditional reception was
held at 6:30, featuring several
new food items used by president McKinley that seemed to
be well received. This event is
always a great time to visit with
friends, meet new compatriots,
and say hello to our visitors. The
hospitality suite was open after
the reception and after the banquet and served as a great time
to socialize and politic.
The annual business meeting
opened Saturday’s activities at
8:30 a.m. with great attendance,
including a large number of first
-time attendees.
Additionally, we were honored to have a large number of
general officers, past state presidents, Vice President Generals,
Minutemen, chapter presidents
and out-of-town guests.
There was no old business to
consider and the only significant
item of new business was the
election of officers for 2020:
David Jones, president, William
Kirkland, vice president, William “Bill” Daniel, secretary,
Eric Alford, recording secretary,
John Van Zandt, treasurer, Ron
Bearden, registrar, Jay Maples,
chancellor, John Killian, chaplain, Earl Gilliam, genealogist,
Bob England, historian, Joe
Barker, sergeant-at-arms, Edmon McKinley, trustee, and
David Jones, alternate trustee.
At the president’s request, an
added feature was an informative talk by Surgeon General
Darryl Addington on recognizing the signs of a heart attack.
At the end of our business
meeting, the ALSAR was
pleased to host the Southern
District Meeting with VPG Bobby Joe Seales officiating.
Following the district meeting, the annual oration contest
was held and we had three
great young people as contestants.
See CONVENTION, Page 4

—Photo by Janice Jennings

Southern District Vice-President General Bobby Joe Seales (in back) installs
2020 officers, from left: Joe Barker, sergeant-at-arms; Robert England,
historian; Earl Gillian, genealogist; Jay Maples, chancellor; John Van Zandt,
treasurer; Ron Bearden, registrar; Eric Alford, recording secretary; William
Daniel, secretary; William Kirkland, vice president; Edmon McKinley,
trustee; and David Jones, president.

—Photo by Janice Jennings

—Photo by Janice Jennings

Ron Bearden presents genealogy
research and application processing.

David Jones gives talk on Steuben’s
drill manual and Color Guard.
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In Memory…
The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter lost one of its compatriots recently
when JOE RANDALL ANDREW
passed away on Feb. 6 at the age of 72.
Andrew was born on Aug. 16, 1947 in
Dothan to Gene Andrew and Pierce Andrew.
Andrew, a Montgomery resident, is
survived by his wife, Ginger Morris
Andrew; daughter Lesley Virginia Andrew; daughter Jordan Rae Gaines
(Austin); and son Emory Randall An-

Joe Randall Andrew

drew; grandchild Peyton Landon, grandchild Annika Main, grandchild Kaelyn
Main, grandchild Emmylou Gaines,
grandchild Townes McRae Gaines and
great grandchild Kaleeya Landon.
Among his many activities was participation in the Son of American Revolution in the Capital City’s chapter.
Visitation was held on Feb. 11 at Eastmont Baptist Church in Montgomery.
Services were held on Feb. 12 in Geneva at Sunset Memorial Gardens.

ANDREW

Convention
(Continued from Page 3)
Lunch followed and the tables had
been beautifully decorated and coordinated by Janice Jennings and the Ladies
Auxiliary. After lunch, the youth awards
were announced and the annual memorial service to honor our deceased compatriots.
A new attraction on Saturday afternoon
was a presentation by compatriot Will
Motley of the Richard Henry Lee chapter, who discussed, played and sang
songs of the American Revolution.
Another added attraction at this convention was a display of Revolutionary
War items, clothing, equipment and resource material by compatriot Martin
Brady and his wife. He answered a lot of
questions from those present and directed numerous attendees to various
resource materials.
On Saturday night, the reception and
annual banquet were held, featuring an
impressive presentation by the Color
Guard using David Jones’ directive. The
banquet decorations were beautiful, having been coordinated by Penni Jones and
the Ladies Auxiliary.
An effort had been made to streamline
the event so that it did not last too long,
and we were out before 9:30. Secretary
General Davis gave some important remarks for our consideration before
McKinley handed out medals and
awards to many well deserving compatriots and members of the Ladies Auxiliary.
The highlight of the awards ceremony

—Photo by Janice Jennings

Tom Walker, founder and CEO of American Village, receives Gold
Good Citizenship Award from ALSSAR president Edmon McKinley.
was a presentation to compatriot Tom
Walker with the National Gold Citizenship Award. Walker has done so much
for our American heritage at the American Village.
Convention co-chairmen Dr. Fred Olive and Jim Maples were commended for
conducting a very thorough, impressive
and well organized convention as the
banquet concluded with the installation

of our new officers for the coming year.
This is an exceptionally fine group of
officers and I ask that you give them
your whole hearted support. In closing, I
would like to say again how much I enjoyed being president last year and I appreciate the support and courtesies extended to me by our members and chapters.
—Edmon H. McKinley
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Shoals Area chapter presents
award to local district attorney
Chris Connolly has created a lot of “firsts” in his 16 years as
the Lauderdale County district attorney.
Connolly can add another first to his list after the Shoals Area
chapter presented him with the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal at its monthly meeting on Jan. 12.
Connolly was presented the award by chapter president Mike
Walker.
Connolly, which has served in his current position since 2004,
was honored by the chapter for a long list of accomplishments
that include expansion of the county’s Drug Court; his work in
helping create One Place of the Shoals Family Justice Center, a
“one stop shop” of government and private resource providers
for victims of domestic violence crimes; his efforts to establish
the first area Domestic Violence investigations unit and his successful prosecution of the first elder exploitation case in the
state.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Walker

Lauderdale County District Attorney Chris
Connolly, left, is presented award by Mike Walker.

—Photo courtesy of Mike Walker

Shoals Area chapter welcomes new compatriot
At its Feb. 9 meeting, the Shoals Area chapter installed its
newest compatriot, Anthony Riley (right), who is presented
his certificate of membership by chapter president Mike
Walker (left). At its March 8 meeting, Shoals Area chapter
compatriot Bryan Summerhill was presented with a state
award for having the most supplemental patriot ancestors.
Summerhill has almost a dozen Revolutionary War ancestors in addition to the ancestor on his SAR membership
application. This is the second time the state award has been
conferred on Summerhill. Well done, Bryan!

—Photos by Janice Jennings

SAR appreciation for CAR leaders
At the ALSSAR state convention in February, president Edmon McKinley presented the Silver Medal of
Appreciation to 2019 Alabama Children of the American Revolution president William Cain, above left, and
to CAR vice president Lillian Pennington, above right, the 2020 CAR president.
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Descendents of Micajah Brooks gather at his grave site in Polk County, Ga., at the conclusion of the service.

ALSSAR compatriots assist in memorial service for soldier
Approximately 50 members of the
SAR, DAR, CAR and descendants of
Micajah Brooks gathered at the grave of
the Revolutionary War soldier in Polk
County, Ga., for a memorial service on
March 14.
Members of the Etowah chapter joined
the Rome (Ga.) chapter, the DAR’s Broken Arrow and Princess Schoy chapters
and the CAR’s Canoe Creek chapter to
celebrate the event, which had been postponed from Feb. 8 because of inclement
weather.
Compatriot Bobby Brooks a member of
the Rome chapter and an active participant in the Etowah chapter, is a descendant of Brooks. Brooks fought in the Battle of Kettle Creek and Cowpens.
A native of North Carolina, he enlisted
in the war when he was 14, later settled
in northwest Georgia and died at the age
of 101.
Etowah chapter president Stephen
Hooks spoke on the Battle of Kettle
Creek, while Britt Madden spoke on the
life of Brooks. The colors were presented
by Boy Scout Troop 17 from Aragon,
Ga., with members from the local American Legion post performing a 21-gun
salute. Etowah compatriot Stephen
Christian Hooks, who maintains a dual
membership in the CAR, played “Taps”
on the bugle.
—Stephen Hooks

—Photos courtesy of Stephen Hooks

Stephen Christian Hooks, above left, plays ‘Taps’; CAR’s Amelia
Johnson, Grayson Hooks and Isaiah Hooks place wreath; and
members of the Boys Scouts and American Legion assist in ceremony.
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Cheaha chapter welcomes guest speakers
At the Cheaha chapter’s February meeting, featured
speaker Dr. Morgan Silvers, in photo at left with vice
president Henry Smith, spoke on “Brig. Gen. Andrew
Pickens of the South Carolina militia.” At the January
meeting, Dr. Tim Barnett, head of the political science
department at Jacksonville State, presented “The Evolution
of the United States Constitution.” Each speaker was
presented with the NSSAR’s Challenge Coin by president
William Rozier. The January meeting also included the
installation of the chapter’s newest member, Harry Glen
Huggins, who was awarded his certificate and installed
upon recognition of the service of his patriot ancestor,
William Jennings Jr., of Virginia. Above left, Barnett
(center) is pictured with vice president Henry Smith and
historian Ed Wilson. Above right, Huggins (second from
left) is pictured with Barnett, Smith and chapter genealogist
Sammy Howell.

—Photos by Dale Crawford

Little River chapter inducts new compatriot
Patrick Gifford, above left, was the keynote speaker at the January meeting of the Little River chapter. Gifford
talked about his Lincoln ancestry. During the meeting, Anthony Clark Windon, at left in right photo, was inducted into the chapter as its newest member, joining on the record of Revolutionary War ancestor John Hubbard.
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Gulf skirmishes largely overlooked in Revolutionary history
The Continental Navy on the Gulf Coast,
1775-1781: The U.S.S. West Florida at the
Siege of Mobile, 1780 by Sidney Henson
Schell, self-published, 2014.
This slim volume describes the United
States naval force operating under Spanish
command during the campaigns for the
Gulf coast.
Schell writes of a nearly unknown chapter in Revolutionary era history, featuring
the exploits of a Continental Navy captain
named William Pickles. Beginning with a
description of British West Florida, acquired by the island kingdom at the conclusion of the Seven Years’ War, Schell
moves quickly through the causes of rebellion among the colonies to the interest of
the Continental Congress in the wealth in
the West Indies. Seizure of British island
possessions failed to materialize due to the
tightly run British blockade which foiled a
naval expedition.
Oliver Pollock, a well-connected merchant in New Orleans, became the agent of
the Continental Congress’ Secret Committee on finance. Tom Willing, a well-heeled
merchant with international business ties,
and Robert Morris, a leading financier,
headed the committee. But they also
owned a trading firm: Willing, Morris, &
Company. Willing provided ships; Morris
acquired loans from France and from
Spain to prosecute the war.
James Willing, Tom’s brother, owned
land and a home north of Baton Rouge
near Natchez. He failed as a merchant and
a planter, and he returned to Philadelphia
in 1777 where he organized a military
force and received a commission as captain from the Secret Committee. As his
company proceeded down the Ohio and
Mississippi, a number of men followed in
the wake of his keelboat, The Rattletrap,
and the expedition deteriorated into a voy1

age of thievery and mayhem. In the meantime, Oliver Pollock worked tirelessly,
cultivating the friendship and political
support of the Spanish governor, Bernardo
de Galvez. Willing’s expanded force raided up and down the Mississippi River and
terrorized loyalists.
To bring order to Mississippi River military affairs, Congress selected Oliver Pollock. Galvez concurred. Some of Willing’s
men captured a British privateer, The Rebecca. Pollock changed her name to The
Morris and turned her over to Capt. Pickles, who outfitted his new command for
war.
After Spain declared war on Great Britain as an ally of France, Galvez moved
against the British on the Mississippi River
before the Redcoats knew hostilities had
commenced. The Spanish captured all the
forts along the lower Mississippi.
Schell maintains the British possessed
little interest in their Gulf colonies. Even
so, a sloop of war, The West Florida, patrolled the coast and lakes Maurepas and
Pontchartrain. After The Morris sank in a
hurricane, Pollock gave the Caindre to
Pickles and his crew.
In the first weeks of September, 1779,
The West Florida cruised in Lake Pontchartrain. Its officers did not know of war
with Spain. Flying a British flag, Pickles’
ship sailed close to the West Florida before opening fire. The ruse worked and the
Continental Navy sailed the West Florida
to safety provided by Fort St. John on the
lake’s south shore.
Pollock directed Captain Pickles to patrol Pontchartrain after Galvez said The
West Florida would be useful from one
end of the lake to the other. After commissioning the vessel into the Continental,
Schell says Pollock and Pickles added
armament to the ship by January of 1780
3

and then joined the Spanish fleet the next
month for the attack on Mobile. Though
Schell does not mention any specific action involving The West Florida, he cites a
Captain Calvert who said Pickles was of
“great service” to Galvez.
After the successful siege, The West
Florida proceeded to Havana, loaded supplies for the Continental Army around
Philadelphia and reported the capture of
Mobile. But the naval administration concluded the vessel was not in shape to continue in the service and she was sold.
Pickles coordinated settling accounts
with his crew and then commanded the
packet ship, Mercury, on a diplomatic
mission to Europe with Henry Laurens,
who represented Congress to the Dutch
Republic. The Royal Navy captured Pickles and Laurens, who spent some time in
London before being released. The captain returned to Philadelphia. Italian sailors, for reasons Schell fails to explain,
assaulted Pickles, who died on Sept. 9,
1783.
Schell concludes his book with an unfortunate excursus which strays far beyond
his main story and adds little to it: the
author wanders into the realm of speculation on the identification and construction
of a replica of the supposed West Florida
sponsored by the St. Augustine (Florida)
Light House in Malaga, Spain.
In addition, the reader should be aware
Schell confuses some dates and the notations of sources are inconsistent. Nevertheless, the conclusion’s interpretations follow the main story admirably, and this
book is essential for anyone interested in
American Continental officers serving
under Spanish command. The book is
available at Mobile’s museum and from
the usual on-line sources.
—Bob England

—Photo courtesy of David Jones

President attends ALSDAR convention

2

ALSSAR president David Jones, left with ALSDAR
regent Tammy Clemons and DAR President General Denise Doring VanBuren, brought greetings to
the ALSDAR convention in Auburn on March 6
and extended a challenge to the ALSDAR to reach
out to SAR chapters and join them in community
activities and school appearances. Jones also recognized Alison Stanley, who was in attendance for the
opening ceremony, as the NSSAR Rumbaugh Oration winner in 2019. Jones jump started the youth
programs for the coming year by encouraging the
DAR to help promote these outstanding programs.
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Richard Henry Lee chapter inducts new officers for 2020
At its December meeting, the Richard Henry Lee chapter installed new officers for 2020. The new officers are,
from left: Bob Harris, president; Bill Broome, vice president; Danny Speigner, treasurer; Walter Dorsey,
registrar; Bruce Heath, sergeant-at-arms; and Alva Webb, chaplain. Not pictured are secretary Walker
Jackson and genealogist Jerry Purcell.

—Photos courtesy of Jason Williams

Archives and History director Steve Murray speaks to Richard Henry Lee chapter
Steve Murray, director of the Alabama Department of Archives and History, was the featured speaker at the
Richard Henry Lee chapter meeting in January. Alabama had the first state archives in the country and maintains one of the best in the nation thanks to the hard work by Murray, above right, and his staff. Above left,
chapter program chairman Richard Guthrie, left, and president Bob Harris, center, pose with Murray.
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Be sure to send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by June 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

Tennessee Valley chapter presents 23-star flag to 22nd state
On Dec. 13, the Tennessee
Valley chapter presented a 23star U.S. flag to Huntsville's
Constitution Hall Park, the
birthplace of Alabama, as part
of the community’s celebration of Alabama’s bicentennial. Why 23 stars since Alabama was the 22nd state in the
Union?
Alabama entered the Union
in December 1819, but Congress did not approve another
national flag until July 4,
1820. Between December and
July, Maine was admitted as
the 23rd state. Therefore, there
is no official 22-star flag. The
large flag is prominently displayed on the wall in Constitution Hall and will be a teaching tool for students and visitors.
The chapter is very appreciative of the support given by
the Alabama Flag and Banner
Co. for this project and for the
assistance rendered by the
Constitution Hall Park staff.

—Photo courtesy of Jess Brown

Tennessee Valley chapter color guard members with flag, from left: Chip Pharr,
Randall Jennings, Jim Maples, Don Wolfe and chapter president Jim Griffith.

