We hear the reciprocal of the list we heard last week, 


the things we are to put on 


after all the things we took off.  

While we will get to the list, 


we need to remember why we are looking at the list.  

Those key words in verse 11, SLIDE

there being “No Greek or Jew, 


circumcised or uncircumcised, 


barbarian, Scythian, 


slave or free, 

but Christ is all, 


and is in all.”  

How do we create a place where we are all one in Christ, 


where Jesus is our all in all?

If we have taken off everything that causes division, 


that does not necessarily imply SLIDE


that we will instantaneously come together.  

It just means we will no longer be moving away from each other.  


So we need to be asking what will bring us together?  

Listening to my friend Ian preach on this text, 


I was introduced to a new term, SLIDE


“Homophily.”  

A term coined 


that acknowledges the reality that there is a 



“tendency for people to seek out 



or be attracted to those 




who are similar to themselves.”  

We probably did not need extensive studies to prove this reality.  


You go into any room 



and almost all of us are looking for people we are familiar with.  

The reason we do this, 


is we know they are similar to us in some way.  

We have established that they like skiing, 


have kids the same age, 


or work at the same place we do.

But what became interesting to scientists, 


was settings like cruise ships, 



where everyone was mixed together not knowing other people.  

They found 


that people tended to talk to strangers



who looked like them, 



who had the same facial structure.  

So dating sites started using this information to create matches.  


The reason I have beautiful children, 



is because Lisa did not use an app to find me and my facial structure. 




You are welcome Eva and Esme.  

The pull of homophily is so strong, SLIDE

that websites could just take your picture, 



measure the distance between eyes, nose, and mouth, 


find someone with the same dimensions, 



and you instantly feel more connected to them 



than someone with an extra cm between their eyes than you do.

Knowing that we are that drawn to those who are like us, SLIDE

what hope is there for us to overcome someone who is Greek 



to feel like one 


with someone who is a Jew, 


Barbarian, 


or Scythian?  

Paul knows he has a lot of ground to cover 


to help all of these people realize they are one 

in a world that has spent a lot of time saying, SLIDE

“Rome is the ultimate people group.”  

They of course, 


were making the same argument the Greeks, 


Egyptians, 


and Babylonians had tried to make in ages past.  

If we read Genesis, 


we know this is absolute malarky.  SLIDE
We are all made in God's image.  


Yet in age after age, 



even to this very day, 


people continue to try and say, 



“We are the ultimate race!  



We are the fulfillment of what God intended us to be!”  
Now in a world that this is practiced, 


the natural consequence is SLIDE


that every other races purpose 



would be to serve the ultimate race.  




Everyone else is expendible.  




Just pawns to keep God's anointed cared for.  

But if we remember back to this Spring, 


Abraham's call pushed back on all of that idea.  

God changed the playbook for his people, SLIDE

no longer serving the higher powered God, 


but realizing God was sufficient 



and they were to serve and love one another.

We have the Hebrew Scriptures 


that show that Israel always struggled with that calling 


and they wanted to be like the other nations.  

It becomes especially problematic SLIDE

when you hear God telling you that you are his chosen people, 


his holy people, 


and are dearly loved by him.  

If you lose sight of your full calling, SLIDE

you think everyone is to serve you.  

In reality, 


the call was to bring everyone up to the same level.

We hear this in the beginning of verse 12.  SLIDE
Paul is telling a bunch of Romans in Colossae 


that they are God's chosen people, 


holy and dearly loved.  

All titles that God had given to the Jews 


and titles which they felt set them apart.  

But the Jews had missed the point.  


The honor was not to set them apart, 



but to distinguish them 



and help set a standard to bring others up to that level.  


Not keeping others below them in service or slavery.

So if we are the chosen of the Lord, 


the set apart and loved, 



what are we to wear?  

What at first, SLIDE

our new Department of War would call, 



“Sissy stuff.”  

A running list for different “Care Bears,”  


not real men.  


Compassion, kindness, 


humility, gentleness and patience. 

What kind of man would want to be compassionate, 


kind, humble, gentle, or patient?  

I will answer that, by saying, SLIDE

“No man who knew the strength necessary 



to possess these things.

Compassion in the Greek literally translated SLIDE

is Kidney mercy.  

This compound word is not sentimental, 


but showing mercy even when it turns your innards.  


Being merciful to the person 



who you predicted was going to end up in a tough spot 




because of prior life choices.  



You may have even had the talk with them multiple times, 




encouraging them to stop what they were doing.  



But now, 




here they are, 



everything has fallen apart 




and they need help, 



and they have the nerve to ask you.  


As God's chosen people, 



you are called to show them mercy, 




even though there is nothing they have done to deserve it.    

Doing so, 


can almost leave you feeling ill.  

That is what Paul is calling the chosen of God 


to put on.
SLIDE
Kindness is not a soft touch, 


but looking out instead of in.  


Providing something beneficial for someone else.  

Imagine if we all operated on what would be best for someone else 


rather than what would be best for ourselves.  

Our civic debates would be filled with the question of, SLIDE

“How are the most people going to benefit.”  

Rather than our typical, 


“The people who voted for me 


or supported my campaign 



are going to benefit.


SLIDE
Humility, 


as we touched on during the Beatitudes, 



are those who act without arrogance, 




not because they have low self esteem, 



but realize that all are God's creations 



and we all fall short of the God's glory, 




but all reflect God's glory.  

Or as Eugene Peterson used to remind his congregation, SLIDE

“You all are sinners.  


And you all are saints.”  

Remembering that everyone falls into that category, 


does not allow us to put ourselves higher than anyone else.  

We know we could be in the same place in an instant. SLIDE
Gentleness is our attitude and behavior.  


It is not weakness, 

but as N.T. Wright describes it,


“It is what you get 



when a wild horse has been tamed 


(all the same power, 



but now under control).  

We watched a couple of innings of Game 7 last night.  SLIDE

Esme was blown away 



seeing people throw the ball 99 mph.  


We were amazed to see how much control they had at that speed, 



usually.  
According to what Paul is telling the church to put on, 


this gentleness can throw 100 mph, 


but can place what is needed in such a way 



that no one is hurt, left out, or excluded. SLIDE
Finally, there is patience.  


A state of emotional calm 



in the face of provocation or misfortune 



and without complaint  or irritation.  

So again, 


Paul chose a word that we have tried to water down 



and say if you are patient, SLIDE

“Everyone will do what ever they want with you.”  

This patience can only be upon us 


if we know and live into the reality 



that God is in control.  



That evil eventually implodes in on itself 




and is not sustainable.  

All of these words SLIDE

when implemented in their fullest extent, 



will cause us to shudder 



or have our stomachs flip.  


They are so unnatural to the way the world works.  

We probably try and make them sound weak, 


because we don't have the discipline to make them happen ourselves.  SLIDE
But the man who had been beaten, 


shipwrecked, 


whipped, stoned, 


and left for dead, 

mainly because he was living with these characteristics upon him, 


calls those who want to be one with Jesus 



to do the same.

In order to see the high calling Paul is putting on the church, 


look at what he asks us to do in verse 13!  SLIDE
Be patient with each other 


and forgive whatever grievances you have against each other.  

Now I could be wrong, 


but I am guessing that each one of us 



has at least one person in the world 




we have not fully forgiven.  



Someone who causes our stomach to flip 




when we think about what they did.  
IF forgiveness was easy, 


this would not be the case.  

But this is the test of what you are wearing.  SLIDE

REI's flagship store in Seattle 



used to have a room you could step into with a jacket 




and water would rain down on you 





so you could test how waterproof it was.   SLIDE
If you have put on compassion, kindness, 


humility, gentleness and patience, 

then and only then, 


will you be ready to forgive that one person.  

Because then you are not dressed like the fashion model Paul, 


but the fashion model Jesus.  


You will be able to forgive as Jesus forgave.  

When you are doing this, 


you can put it all to perfection with agape Love 



as the belt that ties it all together.

When we are dressed like this, 


our desire for homophily is not a bad thing.  

We begin to look for others who are similarly dressed.  SLIDE
We also understand that others need help to take off their old clothing 


and put this new clothing on.  

So we start tearing down the walls that divide us 


and looking for those places in others 



where the face of Jesus is showing through in their life.  

We are able to build community and connections 


because of the clothes that we are wearing.  



Ones that make space 



and reach out to others.  


Not ones that cut off, isolate, and distance others.  
So as you decide what type of world you want to live in, 


you need to ask yourself, 



do I want to live in a world where there is SLIDE
Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free?  



Or do I want to live in a world where Christ is all, 




and is in all. 

If you do, you know what you need to take off 


and what you need to put on.
