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LOVE AND JUDGMENT
“You have heard that it was said, „you shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.‟ But I say
to you, LOVE your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” ~ Matthew 6:43-45
As Christians, we know that God is love and that only His love is perfect! It is only God‘s love that is
able to cover a multitude of sins. As sinners, it is our privilege to be called sons and daughters of God,
and an honor to call him ‗Father‘.
In a world where everyone cries ―God is Love!‖, do we really know what that means? Many people
seem to think that if God is love then anything goes. They think, if God is love, we should be able to do
anything without being judged. Because of this, Christians are often accused of being judgmental.
They say if we love God and love our neighbors, then we shouldn‘t judge. I have to agree that I have
seen Christians with a pharisaic attitude. Many can become legalists who think it is their job to keep
the others in line. But does this mean that we shouldn‘t judge what is right and what is wrong, what is
evil and what is good, and what is just and what is unjust? Does the fact that ―God is Love‖ mean that
we are freed from judgment or consequences of our behaviors? Does it mean that God has not given
us a way of living that pleases him?
If our thinking is correct, that God is just ‗Love‘, it would be right to say that we shouldn‘t make any
judgment on lifestyle or behavior that displeases the Lord. The natural conclusion would be that we
shouldn‘t be angry or protesting when others behave in ways that threatened our wellbeing. After all,
we shouldn‘t judge them. We might not like that some people are looting or rioting, but who are we to
judge. Do we want to live in a world where there is no right and wrong, and where what is right for you
may not be right for me?
Does loving someone means that we can never disapprove of their lifestyle or behavior? Does it mean
that we shouldn‘t correct or make judgment about people? When the Bible says that ―God is Love!‖ …
I don‘t believe this means that God does not judge or that there are no moral laws that we are to
follow; it doesn‘t mean that we should not judge or correct someone. Sometimes the most loving thing
we can do is tell them that what they are doing will hurt them and others. It is always a loving thing to
hold someone accountable for their poor and/or harmful behavior. Jesus clearly stated that there are
people who are evil and there are those who are unjust. Nevertheless, we are to love them and pray
for them. Where we might differ is in how we go about loving them. But we should not take it to mean
that we should never judge or correct, and that there is not a right or a wrong way to live and act.
Jesus calls Christians to love even those who hate us… even those who persecute us. As a matter of
fact, we are to love and pray for them. When we do this, we are following in his footsteps. God‘s love
for humanity does not discriminate; he makes his sun shine on both the evil and the good, and his rain
on both the just and unjust. The world is covered with God‘s Love; He lavishes his grace on all his
creation. Even in the midst of evil and darkness, we are reminded to pray for those who hate us, and
to be gracious to those who seek to destroy our faith and our way of living to please God. This is the
attitude we should have as followers of Jesus Christ.
May God grant us grace and wisdom to judge rightly and to live lives that please him!
Mao Her, Pastor

CUMC Holiday Gift Offering
Can you believe that Christmas is only 2 plus months away! This year Christ United Methodist Church
will collect our holiday gifts to benefit Eras Senior Network (formerly known as Southwest Interfaith.)
Eras is asking for $10 gift cards to Walgreens, Pick ‗n Save, Wal-Mart and for books of Forever
Stamps. Each local, senior, recipient will be given a holiday gift basket containing one of each.
If you‘d like to purchase the gift cards, please place them in the offering basket, give to Janet Brown or
give to Jo Rivers in the church office.
If you‘d like to contribute cash toward the gift cards, please make your check out to the church and
mark ‗holiday gift‘ in the memo. We will collect from October through December 13 th.
―For it is in giving that we receive‖

- Francis of Assisi

Hungry Hearts Meal Program
CUMC is working in partnership with Divine Intervention Ministry to
provide 60 adult meals and 10 children‘s meals on Friday, October 2.
The meals will be assembled (brown bag dinner) at CUMC at 10:30 AM on Friday, October 2. We
need volunteers to assemble and donations for the meal. If you wish to donate, please mark your
envelope or check, ―Hungry Hearts.‖ If you will help assemble, please call Janet Brown or Jo Rivers.
Thank you for helping to nourish

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR OCTOBER

VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER

4th

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19 (UMH 750)
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46
World Communion Sunday

LAY LITURGIST

18th

Pam Seri

11th Exodus 32:1-14

25th

Denise Edlund

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 (UMH 829)
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

18th Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99 (UMH 819)
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22
Laity Sunday

25th Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 (UMH 809)
1 Thessalonians2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46
Reformation Sunday

4th
11

th

Pam Seri
Ron Stinson

If you feel comfortable coming to
church and helping with the Counting
for now, please let Jo in the church
office know. Thanks!

UMW CORNER
Martha Fellowship
3rd Wednesday each month @ 6:45 PM
We are a small community of women that know
God and who are a creative, supportive and
mission oriented group.
It doesn‘t look like we‘ll meet in October—-we‘ll
try again in November?!

11th Jerome Trewyn
13th Beverly Bennett
25th Laura Lester
Please wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY
when you see them!
The Men‟s Breakfast,
which is held on the first
and third Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 AM,
is held at George
Webb‘s Restaurant on
S. 76th Street in Franklin.
We hope you will join us
there, when they are
open & when you feel
safe!

Continue to save your canceled stamps (1/4
inch margin). A ‗thank you‘ has been posted on
the UMW bulletin board from our Stamp
Ministry. A large box of stamps was sent out in
March.
~ Carol Olson
We will try to have a Craft & Bake sale in
November.

The UMW Caring Circle
What can we write? No activities to report.
UMW ladies are still home and staying quiet.
We do not know when our next meeting will be
… stay tuned!

For all of the cards &
prayers while I was sick.
Your thoughtfulness
means the world to me.

I would like to thank
everyone that helped Josh
and I after the fire and with
the move to our new
house!

Mae Heisel

I truly appreciate all the kindness and love! It
means so much to be a part of such a caring
church family.
Love, Nancy and Josh
In September, we had several people sponsor
the Bulletins…they were:
13th
20th

Flo & Larry Graham’s Anniversary
Pat Neftead’s 75th Birthday

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office. Thank you!

NOT rushing the season………
I‘d like to offer a small group ADVENT study so
I looked on the calendar and the First Sunday
in Advent is November 29th!!!!

Starts back up on October 4th, 9:30 AM – 10:00
AM. It will be led by Ron Stinson & Joe Trewyn,
and will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
Masks will be required, as well as social
distancing.

If anyone is interested, Trefor Williams‘s
Address is:
Mr Trefor Williams
Talarfor
Trefor
Caernarfon
Gwynedd LL54 5HN
Wales UK

Yikes, talk about time flying! If you are
interested in participating in a four week Advent
study, please let me or the office know.
Dates and times will be whatever works best for
the group.
Denise Edlund
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Pastor Mao on
vacation Sept 21st
to Oct 3rd
4

Thursday
1
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

Friday
2

Saturday
3

10:30 AM – Assemble
Lunches @ CUMC for
Divine Intervention

ZOOM Clergy Session

5
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School

6
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

7

13
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

14

20
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

21

27
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

28

6:45 – 8:15 PM –
Alanon Family Group
Meeting

8

9

10

15
6:00 PM – Jazzercise

16

17

22
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

23

24

29
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

30

6:00 PM - Jazzercise

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
World Communion Sunday

11
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School

12
6:30 PM – Zoom ALB
Meeting

6:45 – 8:15 PM –
Alanon Family Group
Meeting

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

18
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School

19

6:45 – 8:15 PM –
Alanon Family Group
Meeting

Virtual Annual
Conference

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
Laity Sunday

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
25
9:30 AM – 10:00 AM – Adult
Sunday School
10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE
Reformation Sunday

26

6:45 – 8:15 PM –
Alanon Family Group
Meeting

31

The NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR
November is:
October 18th
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