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KNOW, BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE STUDIES

IS YOUR LIFE A BETHLEHEM
Micah 5:2-5a KJV
2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide:, for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.
5 And this man shall be the peace…

To be “little” or “small” is not necessarily a bad thing. Even though Bethlehem was a small town in Israel, it was to play a major role in the plan of God to redeem mankind.

The prophet Micah’s name means, “Who is like Yahweh?” He was the last prophet to warn Israel before its captivity. Micah was considered a minor prophet but had a major content and prophecy.

· Judgment on Injustice:
· God's Character:
· Messianic Hope: Foretells the Messiah's birth in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) and a future kingdom of peace where nations learn God's ways. 
· Covenant Faithfulness:
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God is not so much looking for the one with great talents, but rather, He is looking for the one who is “small” in his own eyes and thus fully yielded to Him. God can work and trust that individual! 

Biblical events in Bethlehem:
Old Testament Events:
· Rachel's Burial: The patriarch Jacob's beloved wife, Rachel, died and was buried near Bethlehem (Genesis 35:19).
· Ruth and Boaz: Ruth, a Moabite, gleaned in Boaz's fields in Bethlehem, leading to their marriage and becoming ancestors of King David (Ruth 4).
· David's Anointing: The prophet Samuel anointed the shepherd boy David as Israel's future king in Bethlehem (1 Samuel 16).
· David's Warriors: Three of David's mighty men famously fetched water for him from the well at Bethlehem's gate (2 Samuel 23). 

New Testament Events (Christmas): 
· Jesus' Birth (The Nativity): Due to a Roman census, Joseph and Mary traveled to Bethlehem, David's ancestral city, where Jesus was born and laid in a manger (Luke 2).
· Visit of the Magi & Massacre of the Innocents: Wise Men visited Jesus in Bethlehem, prompting King Herod to order the killing of all male infants in the area, an event linked to Rachel's weeping (Matthew 2).
· Flight to Egypt: An angel warned Joseph to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus to escape Herod, fulfilling prophecy (Matthew 2). 
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The second candle lit on the Advent wreath during the Christian season of Advent, is called the candle of Bethlehem.  It represents the peace Jesus brings and symbolizes Mary and Joseph's journey to Bethlehem. It's typically a purple candle, signifying preparation; It also reminds believers to seek inner peace, reconciliation, and hope for the arrival of the "Prince of Peace" amidst life's chaos, connecting to prophecies about the Messiah's humble birth in Bethlehem.

QUESTION: SINCE GOD BIRTHED JESUS IN A PLACE NO ONE WOULD SUSPECT…HOW BLESSED ARE YOU THAT HIS SPIRIT IS IN YOU?

Micah 4:11-12
11 Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.
12 But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor.

Sermonic Points:
1 BETHLEHEM IS A PLACE OF POTENTIAL
1 Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops: he hath laid siege against us: they shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. 2 But thou, Bethlehem EFF-RA-THA, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

-Then and Now is the time to stand together.
-Bethlehem-Ephrathah: place of fruitfulness," referencing fertile lands, vines, and harvests
-Comfort for the Remorseful
(Is. 57:14-15)
14 And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every obstruction from my people’s way.”
15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2 BETHLEHEM IS A PLACE OF PROVIDENCE
3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.
-Long centuries before Christ’s birth, God foretold through His prophets that Bethlehem would be the birthplace of the promised Messiah of Israel. When reports spread of the “birth of a king,” Herod asked the chief priest the location of the King Messiah’s prophesied birthplace. He quickly replied, “in Bethlehem of Judea”(Matt. 2:5-6).

-The remnant will be given up; but faith will sustain them through the season.

The remnant are the faithful, surviving group of God's people (Israel) who, despite judgment and exile, will be preserved by God to be a source of divine influence (like refreshing dew and rain) among the nations, acting with strength (like a lion) and fulfilling God's purposes, ultimately pointing to the coming Messiah and spiritual restoration

QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU FEEL ABOUT GOD DECLARED AND HEROD DECREED MINDSET?

THOUGHTS: MAYBE TODAY, GOD IS DRAWING US CLOSER TO WORSHIP.  CLOSER TO RESTING IN THE PEACE OF HIS AUTHORITY IN THE MIDST OF GOVERNMENT ANARCHY. WHAT DO YOU THINK?



3 BETHLEHEM IS A PLACE OF PRIVILEGE 
4 And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide:,for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 
5 And this man shall be the peace…

-GOD CHOSE US!
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

