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The Star Spangled Banner
Lyrics by Francis Scott Key
Music by John Stafford Smith

Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early light

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?

And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

The lyrics that are most often performed are the first of four verses penned in 1814 by Francis Scott Key. “The Star
Spangled Banner” came into wide public performance in the late 19% Century. It was adopted as our National Anthem
in 1931, by a Congressional resolution signed at that time by then President Herbert Hoover.

Today it is truly a hallmark of our Nation’s pride and is performed at many public gatherings and at the opening of
many sporting events.

In 2005, MENC, the National Association for Music Education, launched a multi year campaign labeled “The
National Anthem Project” intended to re-teach the lyrics and importance of our National Anthem. That campaign
reached hundreds of thousands throughout the country and helped increase public awareness of the importance of this
most patriotic of American songs.

Our National Anthem provides an extraordinary opportunity for arts integration with other curriculum areas in schools
at all levels. A host of well constructed lesson plans may be found on the internet to help enable such programs.

Print Music Source gives permission to duplicate this page to support any presentation of our National Anthem in any
school or community program.
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The Star Spangled Banner
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For His Glory!

B130108

August 17,2013



