
LAKE  RONKONKOMA 
Iceboat and Yacht Club 

Commodore’s Corner
Commodore’s comments

Your Commodore


Hello everyone!! It was great to see some sailing on Lake 
Ronkonkoma!! It was fantastic to see such a great club 
turnout. After a 10 year drought, we ran the LI 
Championship. Your Commodore and Vice Commodore took 
a trip and competed in the DN Worlds and followed by 
the North American Championship. Maybe at the March 
meeting, we can be coerced to tell some more tales. 
Awards dinner information to follow. There will be quite a 
few awards handed out. There is still some sailing 
available, although you will have to travel off the island. 


As always, if you need any parts, advice, repairs please 
feel free to reach out to me, or one of your fellow 
officers. We have a lot of knowledge in our club.


Scott
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Lake Ronkonkoma, January 25, 2025 - LRIBYC  “Home Ice”            Photos Anita Regler & 
Cruising                                                                                             Mike Acebo   

 



LRIBYC Long Island Championships, DN and Mixed Skeeter Class 

Despite a challenging and inconsistent breeze and delayed start today we 
were able to get 3 races in for both the DNs and mixed Skeeters.  We also 
finally have been able to honor our dear friend and avid competitor Rich 
Crucet by designating the first DN race of the day as the Crucet memorial 
race won by Scott Valentine. Results are as follows 


DNs

Scott Valentine.       1. 1. 1.           3 pts

Lee Costelloe.         2 2 5(dns).       9 pts

Rich Clark.            4 3 2.           9 pts 

Paul Tropea.           3 4 3.          10 pts


Skeeters

George Neyssen.     1 1 1.              3 pts 

Fred Greis.           2 2 3.             7 pts 

Mike Acebo.          3 3 2.             8 pts 

Jordan Glaser.       4 4 5(dns).        13 pts


Congratulations to all of you - it was great to see everyone keen to go after 
such a long wait for local ice along with everyone else on the lake today. 
Special thanks to Warren Darress for helping out on the race course too


PT






Photos: Warren Darress



LRIBYC - Travel Team, DN Gold Cup World’s & North American Championships


“Early report is we’re heading west again. Likely Wisconsin though Indiana 
Minnesota and Detroit could be plan B. Looks like Champlain missed the cut. 
Current plan is to launch early Thursday.

Had a good trip out arriving around 9:30 last night. Down to launch this morning. 
There is no parking other than on the ice so out we went. There’s a pressure 
ridge to cross but the local fishing club has heavy duty steel bridges set to use. 
Big trucks like Scotty’s are being moved back to the shore after dumping the 
trailers. Cold windy and foggy when we set up but the wind dropped as the sun 
came out so we sailed a bit before having to stop back in to adjust and tighten 
steering. Back out for a bit but the wind came back up a bit too much. Most 
people preserving their gear - one mast broken today. Boats seem to be going 
well and Scott is getting used to the new hull. Caught up with a lot of friends 
also which is always excellent. Try again tomorrow- marks will be out for 
practice laps"

P

Congratulations Pete & Scott on a well sailed and safe Regatta



 



        






            

With hopes of some Spring Iceboating all eyes point North.  Sailing is happening on 
Webster and Quaboag as you read this and hopes are that some of the more Northern 
lakes free themselves of snow cover and expose the double digit ice that lies below.


The Alton Bay B18 Ice Runway on Winnipesaukee has just closed for the season which 
leaves hope for the snow to melt leaving Ice. In January 2025, the ice thickness at 
Alton Bay Ice Runway in New Hampshire ranged from 12.25 to 13 inches.  


Several Club members sailed a 100 Mile Race on March 20, 2023 so don’t give up hope 
yet and please leave those golf clubs in the closet.

And from Lake Winnipesaukee 30+ 
years ago some of us were packing up 
to go North in March to one of the 
East Coasts biggest events Pushaw Lake, Orono ME, March 20, 2023



      

 

    Do not underestimate the gifts of March      

   Iceboating

       March 26, 2019 “The Hardway”

It is never too early to start making modifications and repairs on your equipment.  
Many boaters who showed up on Lake Ronkonkoma were missing parts, had the 
wrong bolts and nuts, turnbuckles missing or frozen, the shrouds were incorrect or 
in need of repair/replacement, runners were rusty or nicked/dull or any number of 
other issues. Now that those items are fresh in your mind, take a Spring day and 
set up your boat, inspect and replace/repair your list of items and only then pack 
up your boat for storage. Shout out to Scott, Pete, me or others for help.


I always have some projects in the works, today it is a spare plank getting set up 
for swap meet purchased chocks using “the” Sarns drilling jig for my Alumitron 
chocks. I have no boat for the plank but one day I might. I have also scoured the 
local boat yards and procured two scrap booms (Rigrite ⌗2) that will work well for 
one Club member and another for a friend upstate. 


Last Club Meeting on Tuesday, Fred has info on the upcoming awards Banquet. We 
can hear more from Scott and Pete about their expedition west. Ice reports and 
stories of magnificent speeds obtained can be heard. There will some sailing stories 
so don’t miss out!








