Report from GCC Councillor Tom Bradley, North Cotswolds, January 2026

Casework

· I have received a number of emails regarding potholes in the vicinity, which I am dealing with.
· I attended a very useful forum organised by local residents and representatives of parish councils (including TG - thank you!) on the quarrying "cluster" in the Cotswolds. Issues discussed included environmental concerns, damage to roads, traffic volumes and movements, and licencing concerns. There are some short term actions which I will be taking forward with officers, as well as longer look-aheads which I will put forward to the council.

Council

· Earlier this month, I joined a very constructive meeting with local farmers and NFU representatives to discuss the impact that the Family Farm Tax will have on our county's farm, as well as other pressures they are facing. We discussed how GCC councillors can help and I will be putting forward a motion at March full council with practical steps the Council can take to support our farmers.
· Budget scrutiny has begun - I have major concerns around proposals to abolish the Highways Local fund, scrap many rural bus services and to reduce funding for flood prevention. Additional highways spend promised by the new administration will be borrowed, with costs to be picked up by the new unitary authority. A maximum increase in council tax has been proposed.
· I have tabled questions for our next full council meeting around Cabinet Members and procurement conflicts of interest, local environmental concerns and the impact of Gloucester City Council's bankruptcy on the finances of the new unitary authority.


