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President’s Report
Benny Hannah and Ray Livingston did a great job of moving us through the pandemic. They used
new technology, Zoom, for online meetings. When the Huntsville Library no longer allowed meetings,
Benny found a new meeting place, First Baptist Church (FBC). The pandemic has changed how and where
we have meetings. This year we will continue to have Zoom BOO meeting and regular meetings at FBC.
During the pandemic our chapter won the NSSAR President’s Cup Americanism Award in 20192021 and has even more points in 2021-2022 than we did when we won the President’s Cup. This shows
that our members have been very active during difficult times! Thank you for your support! Each
committee and member have continued to work for the Tennessee Valley Chapter of SAR!
For our Chapter to continue to grow and excel we need to recruit and retain more new members. Ray
Cassell told me we usually recruit about 30 new members per year and we lose about 30 members each year.
We lose new members for various reasons. Some people join only because they want to get the certificate
saying they are members of the Sons of the American Revolution. Others join, stay for several years and
move on to another activity. Many members are older (like me) and become too old to participate or die.
Ray Cassell, Registrar, proposed that we work to increase the number of new members from 30 to 40
each year. To accomplish this goal, we need to increase from 2.5 new members to 3.5 new members per
month. Please ask a friend to join SAR. If each of us asks someone to join, it will be easy to increase our
membership from an average membership of 170 to an average of 180. We have 18 to 20 young members
and others in special classes not counted here.
Our Color Guard is the face of TVCSAR. We have many requests for our Color Guard to attend
events for DAR chapters and other groups. During 2021, the Color Guard could not do all of the events
they were asked to do. Randal Jennings, Color Guard Commander, said if we had more members, we
would be able to handle more requests. Please volunteer for the Color Guard or recruit a new member for
the color guard.
Grave marking is a way to accomplish our mission. Our mission is to:
• Remember Our Past … By honoring those who served or assisted the colonies during the
Revolutionary War.
• Promoting Core Values … By protecting our Constitution and perpetuating American ideals
and traditions.
• Shaping Young Minds… By educating our youth about the Constitution and those who
developed the American ideals and traditions.
When we mark the grave of a Revolutionary War Soldier, we honor those that fought to establish our
Country. By making people aware of how our country was established, we protect our constitution and
perpetuate American ideals and traditions.
We marked the grave of Electious Thompson, Revolutionary War Soldier. Tyler Edgefield, President
of the Lamar County SAR, brought his wife and young children to see the marking of their sixth great
grandfather’s grave. The Color Guard did a great job! They fired their muzzle loaders, marched, and the
drummer and a bugler played. Tyler said this was a once in a life time opportunity to see their revolutionary
war ancestor honored!
Bob Anderson has created a great youth program in Morgan County. Because of his personal
relationships with teachers, principals, and superintendent, TVCSAR has a great response to their poster,
brochure and oration competitions. If you know history teachers in Limestone or Madison County, invite
them to have their students participate in the poster, brochure or oration contest. The teachers and winning
students can win prizes. We have received great publicity thanks to Jess Brown! Jesse always tells me he
cannot promise that the TV stations will come to our event. They come often enough to really help promote
SAR! Many thanks Jess!
Thank you for the honor of serving as President of TVCSAR. I look forward to a fun and busy year in
2022-2023. I appreciate the hard work that many of our members perform each year to make our Chapter
one of the best in the USA!

Dudley Burwell
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Revolutionary Questions from Jim Griffith
1. We all know that George Washington commanded the
forces crossing the Delaware River to attack Trenton. But,
do you know the name of the group of individuals who
navigated the boats across the Delaware river?
2. When George Washington attacked the forces in Trenton,
do you know who he was attacking? What were they called?

3. What is the name of the oldest individual to have fought in
the Revolutionary War?
4. Other than playing songs for entertainment and marching
purposes, do you know the purpose of the Drum and/or Fife
that was frequently part of a troop of American Revolution
soldiers?
5. Do you know the average age of American Revolution
soldiers?
6. Can you name the future President who attended the
Continental Congress with a dog?
7. King George III, King of England and Lord Protector of
the Realm during the American Revolution was how old in
1776?
8. We all know that the initial “battles” of the American
Revolution were in Lexington and Concord. But, can you
name the first major battle of the Revolution?
9. The name of the Treaty that formally ended the American
Revolution is referred to as the “Treaty of Paris”. Do you
know the name of the treaty that ended the French and
Indian War or 7-Years War?
10. In Stillwater, NY is a monument referred to as “The
Boot”. This is a monument to a Major General whose name
is never mentioned on the monument. So, what Major
General fought and was injured at Saratoga that could not be
mentioned by name?

Answers from the February/March Newsletter
1. George Washington is quoted as saying: “My mother was
the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I owe to my
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mother. I attribute my success in life to the moral, intellectual
and physical education I received from her.” So, who was
George Washington’s Mother? Mary Ball Washington was
George’s Mother. George Washington had 5 full-blooded siblings
and 4 half-siblings.
2. This individual was from France, led American Troops in
battle during the Revolution War, and was a Major General
by the time he was 19 years old. At the completion of the
American Revolution, this individual was considered a true
hero. He played a major role in the Siege of Yorktown
which ultimately ended the American Revolution. And, all
of this happened before he turned 25 years old! He later
played a major role in the French Revolution before he was
34 years old. He is considered a hero by his home country of
France as well as a hero of the American Revolution. Who
Lewellen Jones
was he? MarquisJamie
de Lafayette
Stanley
3. It is well known that the canons of Fort Ticonderoga were
stolen and transported to Boston for defense of that City.
But, do you know how far those canons were transported
through ice, snow, and mud? 300 miles

4. Benedict Arnold is commonly known as a traitor to the
American Revolution. Do you know what he promised to
surrender to the British that was ultimately exposed?
West Point
5. Only once in his lifetime did George Washington ever
travel outside of the boundaries of the United States. Do
you know where he went and why? George Washington traveled
abroad only once in his lifetime. That trip was to Barbados where
he traveled with his half-brother Lawrence. Lawrence was going
to Barbados in hopes of helping to cure his Tuberculosis.
6. On March 5, 1770 was the Boston Massacre where 5
colonists were shot and killed by British troops. Do you
know the name of the lawyer who successfully defended the
British Soldiers and their Commander during their trials?
Future President John Adams defended them stating that the law
and defending the law was more important than anything else.
7. The current Presidential cabinet includes 16 members
(The Vice President and the heads of all major Executive
departments). Do you know how many cabinet members
were in George Washington’s first term, who they were, and
what Departments they headed? George Washington’s cabinet
consisted of 4 members as follows: Thomas Jefferson – Secretary of
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State, Alexander Hamilton – Secretary of the Treasury, Henry
Knox – Secretary of War, and Edmund Randolph – Attorney
General.
8. It is widely known that in the days of the American
Revolution and shortly after, the practice of bloodletting was
common. Bloodletting was the process of bleeding a sick
person in the hopes of curing whatever illness they were
suffering from. It is widely known that upon first feeling
sick, George Washington requesting that he be bled. Most
people known that bloodletting played a significant role in the
death of George Washington, but do you know the name of
the person who bled George Washington and ultimately how
much blood he lost in the process? George Washington was bled
by his Physician of over 40-years named James Craik and the
Mount Vernon Estate overseer named George Rawlins. In total,
they removed 80 ounces of blood over a 12-hour period. That
amounts to about 2.365 liters or 40% of his blood.
9. Martha Washington was married before she married
George Washington. Do you know the name of her first
husband? Martha Washington’s first husband was named Daniel
Parke Custis and they were married in 1749 when Martha was
18 years old. Daniel Parke Custis died in 1757. Later, Martha
met George Washington in Williamsburg, VA and they were
married in 1759.

New member Craig Baker. Welcome to the
Tennessee Valley Chapter Craig!

10. Martha Washington, Martha Jefferson, and Dolly
Madison, wives of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
and James Madison (1st, 3rd, and 4th Presidents of the U.S.)
all had something in common regarding romantic
relationships. Do you know what they have in common?
Martha Washington, Martha Jefferson, and Dolly Madison had
all be married prior to marrying George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and James Madison.

Upcoming Events
11 April 2022 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, First Baptist
Church just across the street from the Library. The meeting
will also be broadcast on Zoom.
9 May 2022 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, First Baptist
Church just across the street from the Library. The meeting
will also be broadcast on Zoom.
14 May 2022 - Board of Managers Meeting, 10:00 am,
The American Village, Montevallo
Photo by Jim Maples

Bob Baccus sounded Taps at the grave markings for
Patriots Electious Thompson and William Ryan.
See the back page for the full Color Guard
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At our February meeting our Youth Awards were
presented. Starting at the left and going down:
Cadet Madeline Teer - 1st Place
JROTC Outstanding Cadet
Samuel Wilson - 1st Place
Eagle Scout Competition
Kayla Escobar - 1st Place
Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest
Jade Morell - 1st Place
Americanism Middle School Brochure Contest

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones
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At our February meeting Ken Michel and Ray
Livingston were recognized by Library &
Archives Committee Chairman Jim Maples
and Librarian General Fred Olive for their
contributions to the NSSAR Library.

At our February meeting Ray Cassell, Mark
Hubbs and David Byers were presented
Lafayette Medals for their outstanding work on
the NSSAR Patriot Research System.

Photo by Jim Maples
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TVC Chapter Banquet held on Friday, March 18th at Huntsville Country Club
Below and on the facing page are some of the awards presented by President Benny Hannah.
Our speaker for the evening was State President Bill Daniel who also installed our
Chapter Officers for 2022 - 2023

George Vinson
Bill Sommers
Jamie Stanley

James Henderson

Randal Jennings
Randal Jennings

Jim Alexander

Lewellen Jones

Benny Hannah places the
L3 Corporation
neck ribbon on newly installed
Chapter President Dudley
Burwell

Ray Cassell

Richard Tingle
Ken Michel
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Dudley Burwell
Janice Jennings

Iris Hannah

State President
Bill Daniel

Jess Brown

Photo by Jim Maples
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Our Chapter marked the graves of
Patriots William Ryan and Electious
Thompson on Saturday, March 19th.
The Color Guard was made up of 18
members from all over the State.

William Ryan Grave Marking
Electious Thompson Grave Marking

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Photos by Jim Maples
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