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April 1994 Newsletter
A P R I L M E E T I N G - Date Change^^

Our next meeting will be held on Thursday April 28th at 7:00pm at the shop
of Bob Green. To get to Bob's shop, take 1-440 to Nolensville Rd. Head north
tov/ards Nashville, then tium left onto Rosedale Rd., just one block off 1-440. Take
the first right onto Canady Rd. Bob's shop is about haJfway down the block on the
left hand side at 2145 Canady Rd. The most important business which will be held
at this meeting is the election of officers. As this is a very important issue which
will determine the future success of the TAW it's important that we have a good
tuniout. Don't forget to bring something for the 'Tnstant Gallery"!
G.A.R.

March Meeting: We had a great turnout in
March. Twenty six members showed up with
a large number of turned objects for the
'Gallery". Mr. Fielder showed up with a floor
pedestal on which he had placed a burning
candle and candleholder. John Evans had a
great night stand/table with turned legs made
from black cherry. Jamie Wilkinson had some
nice miniatures in walnut and tagua nut.
Charles Alvis had a beautiful mahogany bowl
and Todd Bowen brought in a mahogany bowl
with maple stripes crossing it. John Jordan
showed up with a 22" diameter Chilean

mesquite bowl which was gorgeous. He also
had one of liis textured hollow vessels and a
bowl colored on the inside with turqoise with
a black charcoal exterior. Pat Matranga had a
couple of her perfume bottles done in maple
and black walnut. All in all, a great showing!
Our demonstrator for this meeting was Allen
Tack. Allen was a recipient of one of the
TAW scholarships to Arrowmont for a week
session with David Ellsworth. He went over
some of the techniques which he picked up
from his class. One of the points that David
Ellsworth stressed was to push the limits. He
noted that if a turner doesn't blow up a piece
now and then, he's not pushing hard enough.
The premise: of the course was to learn
techniques and not to walk away with finished

pieces. Allen described several of the tools
that were demonstrated by Ellswonh and
noted how they were sharpened and used.
The hollowing tools were used on open bowls
so one could see how they would work in a
hollow vessel. In other words, ihey tumea
without looking at the cutting edge, turning
more by feel rather than sight. The tools for
hollowing are actually nothing more than
boring bars with the cutting edge pointing
straight forward or over to the left hand side.
The cutting edge is a piece of HSS square
stock used in metal lathes and is either glued
in or held with a alien screw. These are not
fancy tools but they perform very well at
minimal cost to the turner.
Allen boring away!

has narrowed the selection process down to
the following candidates:
President:
Jim Haddon
V.President: Frank Atchley
Secretary :
Pete Schutt
Howard Gilliam
Treasurer:
Of course, anyone interested in nominating
someone else or themselves is welcome to do
so.
Melvyn Firmiger Demonstration:
The
demonstration by Meh/yn is still scheduled for
Saturday, May 28th at the studio of John
Jordan. John noted that his mailing address
has changed to 6320 Burkitt, but his house is
in the same old place. John also suggested
that everyone try to carpool as much as
possible, as he has very limited parking space.
If the space fills up, a shuttle service will have
to be set up between his place and Cane Ridge
Park.
As this could end up being quite
confusing, let's all make an effort and carpooll
Note also that Melvyn will be available for
"hands- on" instruction in the week prior to
the demonstration. I f you are interested in
working with this artist, contact John Jordan
(941-1247) for arrangements.

Allen presented a great discussion on the
techniques he learned at the turning class. He
also picked up on some of David Ellsworth's
nack for getting people involved in turning.
This was one of the few demonstrations where
the audience jumped on the lathe to try out
some of these techniques. Most of the time
people are content to just watch someone
demonstrate.
This time, several people
actually got some hands-on experience during
the club meeting. Great job Allen!!
G.A.R.
Election of Ofilcers for TAW: The TAW
will have the election of Officers for 1994 at
our April meeting. The nominating commitee

A review of Woodturning: A Designer's
Notebook, by Ray Key, 1987; (submitted by
Pat Matranga):
In this book, Ray Key gives an overview on
lathes. One of his favorites is the Harrison
Graduate short bed. He notes that there's not
another lathe in it's class to compare. He also
discusses making a living by turning and states
that he sells 90% of his work through craft
shops and galleries by way of direct purchase.
He also has his work in exhibitions within
galleries. The other 10% he sells through his
own retail shop.
Since I am currently thinking about how to set
up my own shop, his chapter on basic tools
and machinery was very helpful. He lists the
following as good things to have in your
woodworking shop: floor standing handsaw,
drill press, bench grinder, disc grinder,
circular saw, router, dust extractor, and a
electric drill. He goes into detail on how to
set up the dust extractor. He attaches a PVC
rainwater hopper to the flexible tubing
connected into the ducting. He uses string
and wire to change the position of the hopper
depending on the diameter of the piece you're
working on. His system is ducted to the lathe,
handsaw, and sanding disc, with baffles in the
ducting to give optimum suction to each
machine.
He described one way he finishes that was
new to me. Of course, everything is new to
me! First apply a generous coat of your
favorite oil with the lathe stopped. He prefers
a heavy-bodied teak oil for dark timbers and a
clear teak mineral oil for light timbers such as
sycamore. Cooking, Danish, and Tung oils
are all possibilities. Then start the lathe and
sand with a well worn 320 or finer wet/dry
paper. This sands the oil into the wood. He
prefers the silicon carbide, wet/dry sandpaper
with the flexiback. Stop the lathe and coat the
piece with oil again. Restart the lathe and dry
with a piece of cloth. If you wish, you can
take a handful of shavings and give a final
burnish. This will produce a water resistant

finish. He gives a good tip on sanding in
general. If you encounter a difficult grain are
on a piece that is tearing, apply some finishing
oil or wax to soften the fibers. Then they can
be cut more; easily. Oil is most effective but
don't use it if your finish is a cellulose based
product because a chemical reaction will take
place giving you a white, blotchy finish.
Ray does not hone his tools. He goes from
the grinder to the lathe. He notes that you
should always use goggles when sharpening
because even one spark can cause serious
injury tothe eye. He does 50% of his work on
the 3-jaw chuck Ray states that our overall
goal should be to have "constant improvement
in both your craftmanship and your designs."
Classified:
Log/lumber sealer, H.S.S. tool blanks, nonloading stearate sandpaper: Contact Jamie
Wilkinson, Woodturners Supply, P.O.Box
237, Hendersonville, W 37077-37, (615)8248331.
Conover lathe: With 2" x 6" poplar ways,
Conover cast iron legs, 40" between centers,
2 shelves, llOV Ihp DC variable speed, 3"
faceplate, 2 - prong drive center, cup center;
$1950: Call Howard Gilliam at 615/3732919.
Delta "Homecraft" Lathe: 1/3 hp AC
Lealand explosion proof motor, wood stand, 2
- 3" faceplates, 4" and 12" tool rests, 6" 90^
tool rest, screw center, 8 1/2" sanding disk,
sanding table, $450.00: Call Howard Gilham
at 615/373-2919.
Manzanita Burl: Todd Bowen has some of
this great wood available at $10.00/pc. He'll
bring some to this next meeting. If you're
interested, call him at 646-7867.
•
Eighth Annual Symposium, AAW: The
Eighth
Annual
Symposium,
Turning
Discoveries,
sponsored by the American

Asisociation of Woodturners will take place at
Colorado State University in Fort Collins,
Colorado from June 23-25, 1994. There will
be thirteen demonstrators who will show a
wide diversity of techniques and styles.
Interested parties can contact the AAW at the
.following address:
American Association of Woodturners
667 Harriet Ave.
Shoreview,MN 55126
(612)484-9094
(612)484-1724
Windsor
Chairmaking,
Advanced
Woodturning, and Woodcarving Courses:
Two of our members will be offering
woodtuming/woodworking courses at the
Appalachian Center for Crafts this summer.
Paul Pitts will offer a course on making
Windsor chairs on June 6-10th and a course
on woodcarving on June 13-17th.
John
Jordan will have a course on advanced
woodturning on June 13-17th. Also, David
Ellsworth will offer a course on turning
hollow vessels on July 11-15th. For more
information contact the Appalachian Center
for Crafts at 615/597-6801.

A 22" mesquite bowl by John Jordan.

Demonstration and workshop with Ray
Key:
The North Carolina Woodturner's
Association will host this workshop on
Saturday, June 4, 1994 from 10:00AM til
4:00PM. Registration is $15.00 for NCW
members and $25.00 for non-members. An on
the premise lunch is offered for $6.50. Send
registration fee with name and address to:
N.C. Woodturners, P.O.Box 1833, Hickory,
N.C. 28603. For information call 704/3246346. Deadline is May 30, 1994.
Free Services: One of the services which the
TAW offers is free classified adds for our
members. If you have something you wish to
sell or trade, contact Gary Runyon so it can be
placed in our newsletter. If you just furnish the
information, we will write it up for you!

F O R ADDS, QUESTIONS, O R T O
SUBMIT A R T I C L E S / P H O T O ' S
SEND
TO:
GARY RUNYON
1051 R I V E R RD.
M U R F R E E S B O R O , T N 37129
(615)641-4424 or 895-1657
Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a
not for projlt organization formed to promote
and encourage the art of woodturning and in
doing so,, promote and encourage the craft
of

wnodtitrnifig

in geiiernf.

Mi-nihership

is

open to any individual and includes a
subscription
to the monthly newsletterAddress inquiries to TAW, 5428 San Marcus
Dr., Nashville, TN 37220. Meetings are held
monthly on the fourth Tuesday of each mornh
at 7:00pm. Meeting locations are listed each
month in the monthly Newsletter. Annual dues
are $20.00.

