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Not to say that we have not had our problems along the way. In
any organization that allows, nay encourages, people to speak
their opinion freely their will be differences. The Jesus ethic
part of it is that we respect others opinions and beliefs and
work toward realistic common goals. Those of us with long
memories can recall stories of ministerial indiscretions,
financial oversites, bullying, discrimination, and other colorful
activities that are best forgotten, other than to learn from
them. From a positive perspective, they may have made us
stronger.

In a couple of days some will be celebrating, if that’s the right
word, Valentines day. Most of us realize thatitis nota
celebration of anything but a commercial holiday created by
the florists and greeting card industry. Not by coincidence | am
sure is the theme of “Love one Another” which is a good idea
anytime of the year. Especially in the doldrums of winter when
most are looking forward to the longer daylight and better
driving conditions. | am sure that in that February meeting, 65
years ago, while the members wrestled with the combining of
the two churches, Love one another may not have been a
dominate theme, but | would bet that deep in a lot of hearts it
must have got the vote over self interest. In todayS world, just
the hope for “respect” one another would be a good place to
start.
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The Jesus Ethic

| am sure that more than one of you are wondering why |

volunteered to deliver the sermon today. The Deacon’s did not ask, |
volunteered. Well it was a set of circumstances that happened around
Thanksgiving that inspired me to put this together. During my
conversations with relatives and friends to try to convince them to
come to our annual church fair that two different people asked me
essentially the same question. That was “How does a group made up of
UUA and UCC people with such different basic beliefs get along so well
for 65 years?” As far as | know, the only thing you share in common is a
beautiful building and a “democratic” type of government and a
respect for each others beliefs. The lack of evangelistic spirit helps.
Well, | agreed that may be the primary reason along with a few

other things like economics and it helps to be lucky. A core group of
really nice people also helps. .That pretty well ended the subject and
they moved on to something else.

Then along came the Church fair and the table with the three books
that Pastor Steve had authored caught my eye. Being a compulsive
reader, especially on subjects | know nothing about and “Religion”
being in that category, | bought a copy of his “Bullying in the Churches
to see what | might learn perhaps as much about Steve in addition to
bullying. | must add that | recognized more than a few of the
characters in the book. It is a well written book that seems to
accomplish its effort and | do not hesitate to recommend it.
Especially those of you involved in the internal governing

structure of the church.
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But back to the subject at hand. About % way into the book
(page 31 to be exact) he delves into the same subject. His
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approach is to discuss what he calls “the Jesus ethic” That is to
say that all the various Christian religions, and a few that are
not Christian all share some form of the same ethical beliefs as
part of their fundamental structure. All these religious
structures share certain fundamental beliefs. The primary one
being that all believe in a single God in some form. Most have
some form of primary prophet and a number of secondary
prophets to dispense some basic set of rules that, if followed,
will allow you to some everlasting life somewhere. Jesus did
not have the corner on the market. Many prophets preceded
Jesus with much the same message, but their situation and
timing was not as fortunate. Jesus benefited from having the
much hated Romans taking control of the middle east and a
dedicated or devoted PR group (disciples)who believed in
what they were selling. He often couched his message in
parables and stories to help the listener relate the message to
ordinary life. But most of all, he said all the right things to an
audience who wanted to believe because it was ethical and
made sense. They took his message West to an educated
populace many who could read and write. And then told them
what they wanted to hear. That if they played by the rules and
behaved in an ethical fashion they would reach the promise
land. There is that word ETHICS again.

Now let us jump to the present. We currently have about 60
different religions all claiming to be Christian. From10 different
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forms of Catholics on one end to Unitarian and Universalist on
the other. They are as different as one can imagine, but they all
try to share one thing. They all preach ETHICAL behavior. Even
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts focus on ETHICAL behavior as well as
Masons and every Sunday School in every religion. My son
David and his wife Faith are very active in one of those “Mega-
Churches” in the Albany NY area with over 1000 members and
three services (one Sat. evening and two on Sunday} and an
annual budget in excess of $400,000 Think of all the wonderful
things we could do with $400K a year. But David tells me that it
has to be run like a business and often the “Jesus ethic” gets
lost in the grand scheme of things. When it comes to large
amounts of money, not everyone is as “Christian” as one might
like. They even have to have an “oversite and audit”
committee to be sure everyone is on the straight and narrow.

But in my beloved West Bridgewater, here, there were two
churches struggling to make ends meet while doing their best
to follow the “Jesus ethic” and provide help and guidance
wherever they could. The important thing was not whether
Jesus was a “Savior” or just a “Prophet ahead of his time”, as it
was providing a place for people to worship in their own way,
as they had for 300 + years, while also providing service to the
town where and when they could. When the opportunity
presented itself for a “self governing” organization where you
could do as much or as little as you chose while worshiping as
you believe, this had to be a “marriage made in heaven”.




