Served By: Fr. Paul Bisson
Box 776, Russell, MB R0J 1W0
Phone Office: 204-773-2924
Deacon Darin Douglas: 204-532-2157
Email: stjoewkr@gmail.com
Website: www.stjosephrussell.com
Archdiocese of Winnipeg www.archwinnipeg.ca

St. Joseph The Worker Parish, Russell, MB  St. Theresa’s Parish Rossburn, MB

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 128): Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who
walks in his ways.

St. Joseph The Worker News:

Please remember in your prayers those who are sick in hospitals, care homes, or in their homes & those
who care for them. If you wish to receive the Sacraments of Anointing, Confession, or Holy Communion —
please call the parish office & leave a message: 204-773-2924.

Praying with Pope Francis December: For pilgrims of hope: Let us pray that this Jubilee strengthen us in
our faith, helping us to recognize the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives, transforming us into pilgrims of
Christian hope.

Mass Intentions For This Week:
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Saturday Dec 28 7:30 p.m. Russell For Fr Paul req by Darin & Carlene
Sunday Dec29 9:00 a.m. Russell Zoom on-line Mass 9:00 a.m. and YouTube after 10:15 a.m.
For all parishioners req by Father Paul

11:00 a.m. Rossburn For Johnny Kostecki req by the Kaskiw family
Monday Dec 30 No Mass
Tuesday Dec 31 No Mass

Clothe yourselves
with love.

New Year’s Day Day of obligation
Wed Jan 1 9:00 a.m. — Russell For all parishioners req by Father Paul

11:00 a.m. — Rossburn + Frank & Nellie & Norma Kaskiw req by the Kaskiw family
Thurs Jan 2 No Mass

Friday Jan3 No Mass
Epiphany of the Lord
Saturday Jan 4 7:30 p.m. Russell Fr Paul req by Florence & Walter

Sunday Jan5 9:00 a.m. Russell Zoom on-line Mass 9:00 a.m. and YouTube after 10:15 a.m.
For all parishioners req by Father Paul
11:00 a.m. Rossburn For Brother Gordon Lysyshyn req by Rose & family

**First communion classes will begin again at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, January 12th
after 9 a.m. mass. Thank you!

Russell & Area Food Connection’s Basket is located at the church entrance for your food
donations. Please help those less fortunate in our communities.

Helping Hands Soup Kitchen, Brandon, is a non-profit serving communities
for decades. They depend on volunteers to help serve daily lunch. St.
Joseph The Worker Parish plans soon in the New Year to travel to Brandon,
volunteering as a group to assist giving out food at their lunch buffet. For
more information contact Deacon Darin Douglas, 204-532-2157.

The envelopes for 2025 are ready to be picked up at the entrance of the church. Please pick
up your envelopes. If there is not a box of envelopes for your family and you want
envelopes, please contact the church office (204-773-2924) or Gary Petz (204-773-3198). A
reminder: Do not to use your 2024 envelopes in 2025. Also, for the families on Direct
Deposit there will not be envelopes for you. Every year more families are going to the Direct
Deposit method. The concern we hear the most is “"Once I start Direct Deposit is it difficult
to stop?” This should not be a concern, if you contact Gary Petz before the 20t of the

month you can stop the next month’s Direct Deposit. If you have other questions about
Direct Deposit, call the Parish Office or Gary Petz. Thank you for supporting St. Joseph the
Worker Parish.

****plegase remember that all 2024 donations have to be in by December 31st, 2024 in
order to be eligible for a Tax Receipt for this year. ***x*

World Day of Peace

The World Day of Peace was established by Pope Paul VI in 1968 who asked that “every year, this
commemoration be repeated as a hope and as a promise, at the beginning of the calendar which
measures and outlines the path of human life in time, that Peace with its just and beneficent equilibrium
may dominate the development of events to come.” Each year has a specific theme, chosen by the Holy
Father.

-

Life messages: 1) We need to learn lessons from
the Holy Family: The Church encourages us to
look to the Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph for
inspiration, example and encouragement. They
were a model family in which both parents worked
hard, helped each other, understood and
accepted each other, and took good care of their
Child so that He might grow up not only in human
knowledge but also as a Child of God.

2) We need to make the family a confessional
rather than a courtroom. A senior Judge of the
Supreme Court congratulated the bride and
groom in a marriage and gave them a pertinent
piece of advice: “See that you never convert your
family into a courtroom; instead let it be a
confessional. If the husband-and-wife start
arguing like attorneys in an attempt to justify their
behavior, their family becomes a court of law and
nobody wins. On the other hand, if the husband
and the wife — as in a confessional — are ready to admit their faults and try to correct them, the family
becomes a Heavenly one.”

3) Parents need to examine their consciences: On the Feast of the only perfect Family that ever lived on
this earth, all parents might examine themselves to see how well they are fulfilling the grave responsibility
which God has placed on them. As they heard during their marriage ceremony: “children are a gift from
God to you’for whom their parents are accountable before God, as they must, in the end, return these, His
children, to Him. Let us pray for the grace of caring for one another in our own families, for each member
of our parish family, and for all families of the universal Church. May God bless all our families in the New
Year!

**A little experience can help a person overcome quite a bit of education.

**An apology is a good way to have the last word!
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If Jesus was a Jew, why are we Catholic and not Jewish?

Jesus was a first-century Jew, as were his first disciples. They
continued their Jewish practices after Jesus’ resurrection,
but they believed and proclaimed that Jesus was the long-
awaited Messiah, the fulfillment of Judaism. Such claims
inevitably led to clashes with Jewish authorities, as when
St. Stephen, the first martyr, was charged with blasphemy
and stoned to death in Jerusalem in the year 36 (Acts 6—7). !

Nevertheless, Jesus’ followers initially saw themselves as reformers of Judaism—not founders of a new religion.
The Acts of the Apostles traces the first thirty years of this community of believers, from Jesus’ ascension in
Jerusalem to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. It details the beginnings of their separation from Judaism, as when
the Jewish disciples wanted to impose certain practices of Macsaic Law on the Gentile disciples—circumcision,
for example (Acts 15:11). Acts and the epistles also chronicle the expansion outside of Jerusalem to the
Mediterranean region, where, for example, in Antioch, the disciples of Jesus were called Christians for the first time
(Acts 11:26). The first written reference to “Catholic Church” is from St. Ignatius of Antioch around the year 107.
Catholic means “universal.” “The Church is catholic: she proclaims the fullness of the faith.... She is sent out to
all peoples. She speaks to all men. She encompasses all times™ (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 868).

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

December 30 December 31 January 1 January 2 January 3 January 4 January‘ 5

Octave of Octave of Mary, Holy Sts. Basil Christmas St. Elizabeth Epiphany
Christmas Christmas Mother of God the Great Weekday Ann Seton, of the Lord
1Jn 2:12-17 1Jn 2:18-21 Nm 6:22-27 and Gregory 1Jn 2:29-3:6 Religious Is 60:1-6
Lk 2:36-40 Jn 1:1-18 Gal 4:4-7 Nazianzen, Jn 1:29-34 1Jn37-10 Eph 3:2-3a,5-6
Lk 2:16-21 Bishops and Jn 1:35-42 Mt 2:1-12
Doctors of the
Church
1Jn2:22-28
Jn 1:19-28

Every day, families have to learn to listen and understand one another, to
walk together, to face conflicts and difficulties.... And this too helps...talk
within the family, talk at table, dialogue between parents and children,
dialogue among siblings. It helps us experience our family roots that come

from our grandparents. Dialogue with the grandparents!
ANGELUS, ROME, DECEMBER 26, 2021
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December 29, 2024

Sir 3:2-6,12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28 /

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 / Luke 2:41-52

Belonging to Two Families

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

dolescence can bring family life into an

upheaval for both parents and adolescents

alike. At its heart, adolescence is an urge
for independence, a silent instinct to be part of the
larger world. It is a calling sewn by God’s Spirit into the
very fabric of being human. At its best, family life can
be the staging ground for that movement outward.

Hannah recognized this when she believed that

her young son Samuel was chosen for a specific role
in life. It moved her to bring Samuel to the temple to
be raised there in growing service to the community.
Ultimately Samuel became a charismatic leader of
the Hebrew people who would anoint both Saul and
David as king. That same calling seemed to take time

to unfold in the awareness of Joseph and Mary who
wondered why Jesus stayed behind in the temple. “Did
you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?”
asked Jesus of them (Luke 2:49). All of us are meant

to live more than a life of satisfaction for ourselves or
even the fulfillment of our parents’ dreams.

We may find ourselves asking a young person what
they want to be when they grow up. A more valuable
question might be what they think God wants them to
be. While the Spirit of God does not usually ask us to
be something contrary to our inclinations, the call of
service to the needs of the human family is an added
piece to the puzzle of what someone’s life might look
like.

How has the call to serve God and God’s people shown itself in your life?

[Jesus] went down with'them and came to Nazareth,

and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all

these things in her heart.
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LUKE 2:51

© 2024 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS, AMINISTRY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS * IMAGE: ANTONIO GUILLEM / SHUTTERSTOCK



