
Is God Well Pleased? 
 
“And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and Jehovah caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry land, and 
the waters were divided. And the children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them 
into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
And it came to pass in the morning watch, that Jehovah looked forth upon the 
host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of cloud, and discomfited 
the host of the Egyptians. And he took off their chariot wheels, and they drove 
them heavily; so that the Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for 
Jehovah fighteth for them against the Egyptians. And Jehovah said unto 
Moses, Stretch out thy hand over the sea, that the waters may come again 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And 
Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its 
strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and 
Jehovah overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And the waters 
returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, even all the host of 
Pharaoh that went in after them into the sea; there remained not so much as 
one of them. But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of 
the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on 
their left. Thus Jehovah saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea-shore. And Israel 
saw the great work which Jehovah did upon the Egyptians, and the people 
feared Jehovah: and they believed in Jehovah, and in his servant Moses” 
(Exodus 14:21-31). This great event ended the Egyptian bondage. 
 
After the crossing of the Red Sea, and various ordeals, Israel will come to 
mount Sinai, and receive the Ten Commandments, and various and sundry 
laws regulating their religious, as well as civil, existence: “And it came to pass 
in the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month, 
that the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle of testimony” (Number 
10:11).  
 
“And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they may spy 
out the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe 
of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a prince among them. And 
Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran according to the commandment 
of Jehovah: all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel” 
(Numbers 13:1-3). 
 



Twelve men were sent to spy out the land of Canaan. Upon their return, ten of 
these spies said, “We are not able to go up against the people; for they are 
stronger than we. And they brought up an evil report of the land which they 
had spied out unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to spy it out, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and 
all the people that we saw in it are men of great stature” (Numbers 13:31-32).  
 
As a result, “all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the 
people wept that night. And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses 
and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would that we 
had died in the land of Egypt! or would that we had died in this wilderness! 
And wherefore doth Jehovah bring us unto this land, to fall by the sword? Our 
wives and our little ones will be a prey: were it not better for us to return into 
Egypt? And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return 
into Egypt” (Numbers 14:1-4).  
 
As a result of Israel’s rebellion, Jehovah said, “After the number of the days in 
which ye spied out the land, even forty days, for every day a year, shall ye bear 
your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my alienation” (Numbers 
14:34). Thus, Israel wandered in the wilderness for forty years. 
 
Remember the words of the Apostle Paul concerning this generation of Israel, 
saying, “Howbeit with most of them God was not well pleased: for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the 
intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted” (1 Corinthians 
10:5-6). 


