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HISTORIC CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM – THE PRETRIAL FAIRNESS ACT
— by Lois Taft
Last year, the League of Women Voters of
Evanston worked with the Illinois League to
update our criminal justice position and joined
other organizations to advocate for reform. In
February 2021, Governor Pritzker signed the
Pretrial Fairness Act. This is a sweeping revision
of Illinois’ pretrial system and makes Illinois a
leader in pretrial fairness by abolishing the use
of cash bail (effective January 1, 2023).
On November 11, 2021, advocacy experts
presented us with a program on the new
legislation:
• Sarah Staudt, Appleseed Center for Fair Courts
• A’Kiesha Lee, SOUL (Southsiders Organized for Unity and Liberation)
• Deana Rutherford, The People’s Lobby
Currently, 90 percent of those in our court system are in jail
because they don’t have the money for bond. The Pretrial Fairness
Act changes the system to one where pretrial release is the norm
and jail is the exception. Safety replaces wealth as the deciding
factor in whether someone should be incarcerated pretrial. Judges
will retain the right to use pretrial detention if the person presents a
willful flight risk or presents a real and present threat to the safety of
a specific individual. Another aspect of the law is to set up a ticket
system for Class B and C misdemeanors such as disorderly conduct
or trespassing, which constitute about 15 percent of arrests noted.

In the new system, police officers can cite
and release arrestees charged with low-level
offenses instead of detaining them pending
bond court. Interaction with the court system
can be avoided and tickets are handled out
of court.
The presenters stressed the importance of
pretrial release for individuals and families.
Even a short incarceration has a domino effect
that significantly impacts relationships, family,
children, jobs and housing. Instead of jail, the
legislation requires a more holistic approach to
people who have been accused of a crime. A
tenet of the law is to restrain people’s freedom
as little as possible, utilizing resources to help people attend
court instead of punishing them for missing their appointments.
Resources can be used to connect individuals to social services,
text reminder messages and provide transportation passes for
court appointments. It institutes a “grace period” of 48 hours to
appear after a missed court date without issuing a warrant, and
depending on the circumstances, people will be treated fairly and
given second chances when they violate pretrial conditions.
The law also puts limits on electronic monitoring (EM) as a
substitute for incarceration because it requires incarceration at
home, interferes with the ability to work and to meet the needs of
dependent children and contributes to destabilizing the lives of
continued on page 7

DEDICATION OF THE SUFFRAGE MURAL
— by Cate Whitcomb
On Friday, December 3, 2021, around 30 people
gathered at the University Center on South
State Street in Chicago for the dedication of the
“On the Wings of Change” mural. The project
was led by Med Duguid who is the Executive
Director of Exhibitions at Columbia College.
The Committee , called the Chicago Womxn’s
Suffrage Tribute Committee, included Meg
Duguid, Michelle Duster, Catherine Mardikes,
Kris Nesbitt, Neysa Page-Lieberman and LWVE
member Lori Osborne. They formed in 2020
to find a way to honor and acknowledge the
stories of activist women Chicago and Illinois.
The dedication program featured Lori Osborne
who gave brief biographies of the 10 women

whose portraits are in the mural. Lori is the
Director of the Frances Willard House Museum
and the director of the Evanston Women’s
History Project. The mural features two Evanston
women, Frances Willard and Catharine Waugh
McCulloch.
The mural artist, Diosa (Jasmina Cazacu),
gave a fascinating presentation of her creative
journey from concept, development and
implementation of the design on the wall over
the parking lot at 33 Ida B. Wells Drive. She used
a large crane to lift her to the top and worked
her way down through the design. Although
her art training was traditional she has found
the fanciful stories of her Spanish-Romanian
heritage influences her art and design choices.
continued on page 6

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTS

League of Women Voters®
of Evanston

Dear Colleagues,
During February we honor the contributions and
sacrifices of African Americans who have helped shape
the nation. Black History Month celebrates the rich
cultural heritage, triumphs and adversities that are an
indelible part of our country’s history.

2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

847-859-7883 LWVEvanston@gmail.com

www.lwve.org

The Black History Month 2022 theme, “Black Health
and Wellness,” considers activities, rituals and initiatives that Black communities have
done to be well. Here are a few things you can do to celebrate Black History Month:
•

Support Black-Owned Businesses

•

Donate to Charities That Support Anti-Racism Equity and Equality

•
•
•
•

Learn About Noteworthy Black Figures and Their Contributions
Support and Learn About Black Women

Participate in online events through-out the month at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC)
There is nothing more fitting during Black History Month than to continue to
advocate for voting rights.

For more than seven months, three groups have been working on the LWVE Local
Program projects: climate action advocacy, review of health equity and an update
of our housing and zoning positions. Meetings and events this month and next will
present all that has been learned to you, the membership. Please check the calendar
of events, register and get these dates on your calendar. Your questions and your
opinions are valued and your active participation in advocacy efforts matters.
Which brings us to local program planning. It’s that time of the year again when
planning takes place for the coming year or two. This happens at every level of the
League. We will meet March 13, 3 to 5 p.m. to plan for the local program and all
members are encouraged to attend. This is your opportunity to help set our program
for 2022-2023.
Mary and I thank you for the action you have taken on a variety of issues — voting rights,
the proposed Carvana Tower in Skokie, climate action in Evanston and numerous
other calls for action! Stay warm and, hopefully, we will see each other, in person, in
the spring.
— Jennifer and Mary, Co-Presidents
Jennifer O’Neil jenoneil2@gmail.com

Mary Keefe Kelly kelly96@rcn.com

The nominating committee is hard at work
identifying good candidates to serve on next
year’s board of directors alongside experienced
members who will continue to serve and happily
mentor new members still learning the ways of
the League!
Being a director is an experience to remember: it is demanding, rewarding,
challenging and satisfying! Directors do interesting work with a dynamic group of
people who also know how to enjoy themselves. Board membership is often the basis
of lasting friendships.
Use your skills to make things happen for the League: improve your community, build
upon your own leadership skills and expand your commitment to the League.
If this sounds like an opportunity you or someone you know might want to
pursue, please contact Birch Burghardt, Nominating Committee Chair at
birch.burghardt@gmail.com
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MISSION STATEMENT

The League of Women
Voters, a nonpartisan political
organization, encourages
informed and active participation in

government, works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues and influences

public policy through education and advocacy.

LIKE LWVE
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LOCAL PROGRAM: OUR PLAN FOR 2022-2023

In League parlance, “program” defines the issues that we choose
for study, education and action. This annual grassroots exercise
affords every League member the opportunity to influence the
selection of issues on which we will focus time, talent and money at
the local, state and national levels.
THE PROGRAM PLANNING PROCESS IS YOUR VOICE!
It is through this process that League members become educated
on a given issue, and this is what makes subsequent League action
on that issue credible and respected. The issues members propose
as priorities may be based on current League work or on new topics
you believe we should focus on.
A program may be a study or advocacy consistent with a current
League position. Our local League’s “action” or advocacy program
is formally determined by members at our annual meeting in May.
Our current program (2021-22) consists of four focus areas:

CLIMATE: LWVE will support state and national League climate
action priorities; and, will support the City of Evanston in
implementing its Climate Action and Resilience Plan.

At our upcoming planning meeting we will review current program
and status and hear and discuss recommendations for continuing
action focus area(s), new study or update of current position(s)
and recommendations for new action focus area(s). We will
reach consensus on a proposed local program to present to the
membership at the annual meeting in May. Upon approval, leaders
of each area and interested members will form a working group or
committee, develop an action plan and begin work. Coordinating
with portfolio chairs (events, membership, local government, and
communications), they will suggest speakers and other events,
educate and inform members about the issues and engage
members in advocacy activities as appropriate.
It takes the enthusiasm and interest of our members to keep our
program vital. Just as you’d never skip voting in an election, you
shouldn’t skip the League’s equivalent.
PROGRAM PLANNING FOR 2022-2023 MARCH 13 - 3 to 5 p.m.
Watch for our E-Blasts for location and other details.

COUNCIL/MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT: LWVE will form
a working group to review our 2005 position supporting council/
manager form of government in Evanston; report to League
members for discussion and consensus to retain or update; and,
engage in education and advocacy under the approved position
as appropriate (focus area on hold).

VOTER SERVICES

— by Judy Hoffman and Mary Keefe Kelly

As one year turns into the next, we normally spend time
intentionally reflecting on the past and excitedly planning for
the future. This election year is no different. Still surrounded
with uncertainty caused by COVID-19, the swirl of activity for
the June 28 midterm primary election has already started. In
addition to the Illinois governor’s race, there will be candidates
for federal, state and judicial positions, as well as Cook County
and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District.

ZONING AND HOUSING: LWVE will form a working group to review
and update current positions on zoning and housing in order to gain
an understanding of revisions in local and county ordinances over
the past 10 to 15 years; identify the relationship between zoning
and housing policy and how they affect each other; consider current
equity and affordability issues as they relate to both housing and
zoning policy; and, continue to engage in education and advocacy
under the approved position as appropriate.

Candidate forums, deputy registrar training, GOTV drives and
more need to be planned! The LWVE Voter Services team will
be hosting a brainstorming session FEBRUARY 23, 7 p.m. (via
ZOOM) and need your help and ideas. To join the discussion,
register at tinyurl.com/26wac85s.

HEALTH EQUITY IN EVANSTON: LWVE will form a working group
to examine health equity, broadly defined, in Evanston; identify
resources providing health services in Evanston; understand work
of public and private organizations working with underserved
communities; educate League members on findings; and, advocate
with Evanston bodies as appropriate.

Our challenge — to maintain or even exceed the 2018
gubernatorial election voter turnout rate for the Evanston/
Skokie area. (Evanston’s highest midterm primary turnout in
over two decades was at 67 percent). Help us make that a habit!

LOCAL PROGRAM: HOUSING AND ZONING POSITIONS UPDATE

— by Jennifer O’Neil

•

At the annual meeting in May 2021, the membership adopted
the Local Program for 2021-2022 which included an update of
the positions on housing and on zoning. The task was to review
current positions, gain an understanding of revisions in local and
county ordinances over the past ten to fifteen years, identify the
relationship between zoning and housing policies and how they
affect each other and consider current equity and affordability
issues as they relate to both housing and zoning policy.
The working group was formed and they have taken the following
actions:
•
Conducted a review of relevant literature (studies, plans,
articles and other)

•
•

Conducted interviews with more than a dozen individuals
including city staff, developers, service providers, fair housing
advocates, landlords, and others
Reviewed relevant recent legislation
Collected recent basic data about housing

The literature review and the interviews resulted in a number
of common themes related to planning, policies, practices,
enforcement, education, financing and regionalism. Equity issues,
lack of follow-through on plans and recommendations, and lack of
enforcement were frequent themes.
We invite members to join us for the consensus meeting
FEBRUARY 21 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Register: tinyurl.com/yckn2bek
Questions: contact Jennifer O’Neil at jenoneil2@gmail.com
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A MODEL OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: JUDGE LIONEL JEAN-BAPTISTE
— by Betty Hayford
In December, the Evanston City Council
voted to designate a portion of McDaniel
Avenue in honor of Judge Lionel JeanBaptiste. In January, the League of Women
Voters hosted a discussion with Judge JeanBaptiste to learn about his long involvement
with public service in Evanston.
Jean-Baptiste came to Evanston from Haiti with his family when
he was 14. He immediately became active at ETHS, working to
improve relations between Black and White students, advocating
for African American history in the curriculum and serving as
President of the Student Council. He graduated from Princeton
University, worked in New York and then returned to Evanston to
go to Law School and practice law. He was active in community
organizations and served as Alderman of the Second Ward from
2001 to 2011. In 2011 he was named judge in the Cook County
Circuit Court, the first Haitian-American to serve in the system.
Helen Gagel ably moderated the discussion and asked JeanBaptiste to explain to his audience why Haitian Americans are
so proud of their heritage. He highlighted Haiti’s early efforts
to overthrow French (1791-1804) and the country’s lead in
organizing opposition to slavery in the Western Hemisphere.
The young country struggled against interference from stronger
powers, including the United States, and the imposition of a huge
financial debt to “repay” former slave owners for the loss of their
“property.”
In the 20th century, Haiti suffered invasion and occupation by
U. S Marines, and decades of misrule by autocrats supported
by American interests. More recently, Haiti has been devastated

by a massive earthquake and hurricanes, with little relief from
self-serving or inept relief agencies. In response to limited
international assistance, the Haitian diaspora (50,000 to 70,000
in the Chicago area) have organized assistance in rebuilding.
Asked about his service on City Council, Jean-Baptiste noted
two efforts he worked on that are currently high priorities
for Evanston. He led the effort to create a city department for
Youth and Young Adults focused on providing education and
employment support to better prepare young Evanstonians for
productive lives. Council recently committed American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds to expand these programs in response
to several shooting incidents. He also helped lead Evanston
and the nation to recognize the harm created by slavery and
discrimination still harming Black communities. He pressed
Council to urge our Washington representatives to support H.R.
40, a plan for reparations, and laid the ground work for Evanston’s
own reparations program, just now launching its first payments.
Helen asked Jean-Baptiste to comment on two issues related to
his work that are on the League agenda. Last year the League
studied and supported a new LWVIL position on Criminal Justice.
Judge Jean-Baptiste was careful to avoid a political position,
but he explained that moving away from the current practice
of holding minor offenders in jail will lead to more positive
measures and outcomes. He also supported our current League
investigation into health inequity in Evanston. He agreed that
lack of insurance for undocumented, part-time or low income
workers, including many in the Haitian community, leads to
inadequate access to health care.
Jean-Baptiste concluded his remarks by urging his listeners to
stay engaged and keep fighting to make the world a better place.
You need to get involved because “you can’t walk in the rain and
not get wet.”

GIFT WRAPPING SUCCESS!
— by Eva Lettiere-Roberts
In December, on two consecutive Saturdays, the LWVE held their
annual gift wrapping, this time at Bookends and Beginnings. Two
ETHS students — Eva Lettiere-Roberts and Anna Grigorescu —
participated, as did seven League members: Judy Elsass, Jennifer
O’Neill, Mary Keefe Kelly, Anita Gewurz, Elizabeth Kinney, Valerie
Krejcie, and Georgia Vlahos.
There was no charge to customers for wrapping but donations
were welcomed and totaled $150.00. Many people were receptive
to the service provided and quite a few of them stopped to chat
for a while and engaged us on discussions about the League.
Pamphlets were available for them to take if they so wished.
There were a few goals of the gift wrapping: increased visibility of
the League in the community, friendly exchanges with customers
showcasing the League members and evidence of youthful
involvement in the League. In other words, the gift wrapping was
an opportunity to engage with customers who are likely Evanston
residents and to demonstrate that the League is an organization
that is open to everyone. The gift wrapping accomplished these
4
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Eva Lettiere-Roberts (organizer) and members Anita Gewurz and Judy Elsass

goals, as people were aware who was participating in the gift wrap,
and as customers also had the opportunity to see high school
students involved with the League.
All in all, the wrapping drive was a wonderful experience that provided a
needed service to customers as well as improved visibility of the League.
Personally, it was a lot of fun wrapping gifts and I found it to be a nice way
to get to know and connect with other members of the League.
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BIRDING IN COOK COUNTY FOREST
PRESERVES plus
NATIVE PLANT TALK & SALE
When a bird arrives in one of the Forest
Preserves of Cook County (FPCC) it
must quickly find food — fruits, seeds,
insects, small mammals, frogs, snakes,
other birds, fish and nectar. It must
be able to locate water — for drinking,
foraging and bathing. And it must
find shelter — the right kinds of places
to roost, hide and nest. Historically,
Cook County’s landscape was large
— by Elizabeth Kinney
and varied enough to accommodate
the vastly differing needs of prairie,
woodland, shrubland and wetland birds, some of which are
extremely specialized. Because today’s preserves are relatively
small, our challenge becomes to maintain all of these niches on a
diminished footprint.

CLIMATE
CORNER

Climate change further complicates this challenge. Across the
Preserves, staff, volunteers and other partners are working
to restore natural lands that support full, functioning natural
communities. Birds play so many crucial roles in the ecosystem
that it behooves us to pay attention to them in our management
decisions. They pollinate plants and transport their seeds, control
insect populations, serve as food for predators, create key
architecture such as sap wells and cavity nests, and warn other
organisms of predators. With their mobility, they connect the
pieces in ways few other organisms can.
Birds can teach us about our natural areas, too. Since birds will use
a site if it meets their needs, they can often be used as indicator
species. Birds of conservation concern, in particular, can signal the
ecological quality of a site, though not always. And because some

birds have very specific needs, they can help
identify otherwise overlooked habitat types in
need of preservation. Preserving habitat for
one or a few species often benefits countless
others. Habitats in the Forest Preserves of
Cook County are among the best-preserved
and most diverse in the Midwest and are
vital to reaching state- and national-level bird
conservation goals. Of the 92 Illinois statewide
Important Bird Areas, 10 are in Cook County’s
Forest Preserves.
BIRDING ID PROGRAM
February 24 at 6 p.m. Register: tinyurl.com/43f7adxw
NATIVE PLANTS
Lawns provide almost no value to wildlife, yet Americans maintain
an estimated 40 million acres of turf grass. Native flowers, grasses,
shrubs and trees provide habitat for birds and pollinators like
bees and butterflies, which are also seeing population declines.
Attend a talk by League member, Leslie Shad about using native
plants in your garden on Zoom on February 23 at 7 p.m. Register
on the Evanston Environmental Association (EEA) website:
evanstonenvironment.org
After the talk you can order native plants. The sale this year will
offer twice as many plants as last year with a great variety of
wildflowers, shrubs and trees and even some native grasses that
are no-mow alternatives. It opens for
orders February 23 at 8 p.m. on the EEA
website: evanstonenvironment.org
Collect your purchase Sunday, May 21
at the Lorraine Morton Civic Center
parking lot. Proceeds benefit the EEA
and Natural Habitat Evanston.

LWVE APPROVED AS A TAX EXEMPT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION
— by Lois Taft
On January 4, 2022, the LWVE
application for tax exempt
status was approved, and we
are officially a 501(c)(3). One of
the benefits of our new status is
that contributions and dues are
now tax-deductible for those
who itemize deductions. Our
new status is retroactive to the
date of approval by the LWVE members at our Annual Meeting last
May. In our new status, there is no limit in financing our advocacy
work — unchanged from our previous status. Spending limitations
on direct and grassroots lobbying will be well within the limits of
our new status.
These definitions help to tell the difference between advocacy
and lobbying:
ADVOCACY includes activities and publications to influence
public policy or laws by using facts to educate government

officials and the public.
Advocacy can include many
activities that an organization
undertakes including media
campaigns, public speaking
and publications.
DIRECT LOBBYING is an
attempt to influence legislation
through communication with
a legislator or government
official who may participate in planning and passing legislation. It
refers to specific legislation and reflects a view on the legislation.
GRASSROOTS LOBBYING is an attempt to affect the opinions
of the general public. It refers to specific legislation, reflects a
view of the legislation and encourages the public to take action
on the legislation.
The LWVE remains a non-partisan organization and the change in
status will reduce the League’s administrative work, giving us more
time for voter services and issues advocacy.
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VOTER EDUCATION: CITIZENSHIP SCHOOL

LW V E

— by Joan Linsenmeier

The League of Women Voters of
Evanston held its first meeting in
March 1922. We plan to recognize
and celebrate our centennial year in
several ways — examining our past
as we look toward our future. One
goal: to identify themes and areas of
focus that have persisted through the
decades. A look at old documents
makes it clear that from the very
FUN FACT:
beginning, educating voters was a
The registration fee
priority. A March 1922 article in the
for the Citizenship
“Evanston News-Index” reported that,
School was $3.00.
in its first month, LWVE members were
working to get “accurate information
to the voters of Evanston about the candidates for the coming
primaries,” calling to mind the Candidate Forums we sponsor today.

YEARS

LWV CITIZENSHIP SCHOOLS
At the national level, education has also been a pillar of the LWV since
its founding. Ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment meant many
women could vote — but would they? And, if so, how would they make
good decisions about which candidates and issues to support? At the
opening session of the LWV in February 1920, suffragist leader Carrie
Chapman Catt proclaimed, “The League is going to educate women
for active citizenship.”
State and local chapters worked with other organizations and
institutions to offer Citizenship Schools designed to:
•
explain the mechanics of voting to new voters (e.g., how to
register, how to complete a ballot);
•
provide lessons in how the federal, state and local governments
operate (e.g., how laws are proposed, duties of people in various
offices); and,
•
share information and viewpoints on key current issues.

A CITIZENSHIP SCHOOL IN EVANSTON
Citizenship Schools took place in many venues. Educational institutions
often provided the meeting spaces and some speakers, but state and
local League members played key roles. January 1923, less than a
year after its founding, LWVE collaborated with LWV-IL, Northwestern
University and other groups to present a three-day citizenship school
in Evanston. An announcement in the monthly “Bulletin of the Illinois
League of Women Voters” provided an overview of the planned
program and session topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elections and Ballot Laws;
The President and His Cabinet;
Problems in Social Behavior;
Certain Ideals in American History;
Survey of the Cook County Jail;
Enforcement of Child Labor Laws (presented by the LWV-IL
president); and,
Budget Making and Centralized Purchasing in Cities (presented
by the LWV-IL chairperson for citizenship training).

According to a follow-up “Bulletin” article, an average of more than
100 women attended each session. Who were they? Of those who
provided detailed information on their registration forms, about threequarters identified themselves as “housewives.” Others represented a
range of careers, including teachers, a librarian, a physician, women in
business, women doing “welfare work” and more.
A resolution presented at the final session of Evanston’s first citizenship
school highlighted the many groups that collaborated to make
it happen, offering “a vote of thanks to the faculty of Northwestern
University, the Illinois League of Women Voters, the Evanston
League of Women Voters, the Evanston Woman’s Club, the Woman’s
Christian Temperance Union, the International Relations Committee
of Evanston, and the women of Evanston, who opened their homes,
for the kindness and consideration shown them while in Evanston and
the splendid program presented. We feel that the school has been a
great success.”

SUFFRAGE MURAL continued from page 1
The suffrage mural shows a young girl (modeled
on the niece of her assistant artist) “enthralled
in wonder as she opens a magical book from
which the history of Chicago’s women’s suffrage
emerges as enchanted pages whirl around her.”

Mural artist Jasmina Cazacu (top right)
and assistants

6

Also attending the dedication from Evanston
were Catharine Waugh McCulloch’s
granddaughter, Jean McCulloch and her
family. Anyone riding the “L” around the Loop
will get a good view of the mural. It is going to
be complimented with another mural, on the
University Center building to the west of the lot,
reading “I Am Speaking,” a quote which should
sound familiar. An artist has been commissioned
for this second mural and work should begin on
it in the spring of 2022.
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Catharine McCulloch’s granddaughter Mary
McCulloch and other family members

LWVIL ISSUES BRIEFING

LWVE EVENTS AT-A-GLANCE

The League of Women Voters of Illinois will hold its annual Issues
Briefing from March 5 through March 11. Responding to the pandemic,
the format will be changed, but the opportunity offered by the briefing
to learn about key issues in Illinois and national politics continues. In
past years, the meeting was held in Chicago all day on a winter Saturday.
This year, meetings will be on Zoom, throughout the first week in March.
League members can register at www.lwvil.org More information,
including agenda and speakers, is online as well. There is a $25
registration fee and scholarships are available.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
Erie Health Clinic in Evanston: Health Equity and Access
Presentation by Liz Feldman, medical director (retired) and
Robin Varnado, operations director
Register here tinyurl.com/afa824k to receive link
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
Housing and Zoning consensus meeting
Register here tinyurl.com/yckn2bek to receive link
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
Voter Services Kick-off Planning Meeting
Register here tinyurl.com/26wac85s to receive link

SATURDAY, MARCH 5 Plenary Sessions
9 a.m.
How to Make Your Voice Heard
10:30 a.m. How to Combat Election Misinformation
12 noon
Making Plans to Anticipate and Minimize Disruptions
at Public Events

MARCH 5-11 (Zoom)
LWVIL Issues Briefing (see article to the right)
Register at www.lwvil.org

MONDAY, MARCH 7
12 noon
Illinois Voter Guide: The Equitable Voter Guide

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
LWVE Board of Directors Meeting
RSVP to LWVEvanston@gmail.com for link

TUESDAY, MARCH 8
12 noon
How Can People with Arrest or Criminal Records
Ever Become Fully Free?
5:30 p.m. Regulating Storage of Spent Nuclear Fuel

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 - 3 to p.m.
2022-2023 Program Planning Meeting
For all league members. Watch for E-Blasts for location and
other details.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9
12 noon
Ranked Choice Voting: Prospects and Barriers for
Implementation in Illinois
5:30 p.m. January 6 and the Electoral College: Why Abolishment
is Critical to Our Democracy

TUESDAY, MARCH 15 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
Zoning and Housing
Presentation by Jocelyn Gibson of Zone Co.
Register here tinyurl.com/2p934arh to receive link
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 at 7 p.m. (Zoom)
Program on Evanston Environment Board
Presentation of the role of the Environment Board in
implementing the Evanston Climate Action and Resilience
Plan (CARP) and in Evanston government
Register here tinyurl.com/y4f6eys9 to receive link

THURSDAY, MARCH 10
12 noon
Immigration Issues at the State and Federal Level
5:30 p.m. Dialing 988 for Crisis Help – Challenges and Opportunities
FRIDAY, MARCH 11
12 noon
Confronting Gun Violence in Illinois: What you Need to Know

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 at 7:00 p.m. (Zoom)
LWVE Board of Directors Meeting All members are welcome.
RSVP to LWVEvanston@gmail.com for link

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM continued from page 1

SAVE THE DATES:

families of individuals charged with a crime. The legislation allows
accused people to leave home for essential tasks and provides
credit towards sentences for time spent on EM while awaiting trial.
This portion of the law on EM went into effect in January 2022.

MONDAY, MAY 2 at 9:30 a.m.
LWV of Cook County, Annual Meeting
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11
LWV of Evanston, Annual Meeting
Links to all events at: www.lwve.org/calendar.html

▲ Develop new friendships
▲ Attend any of our 20+ monthly
programs

Find community,
support and life
enrichment!
BECOME A MEMBER

847.721.1413

▲ Navigate available community
services
▲ Get tech help, rides to medical
appointments, friendly visiting
and neighborly support
▲ Volunteer and improve
someone’s life

WiseUpToday.org

(formerly known as North Shore Village)

The law applies to all 102 counties in Illinois and it establishes
a state-wide data collection and publication process that is
centralized and available to the public. Currently there are big
differences among counties in what data is collected. In the
future, data collection requirements will make it possible to track
outcomes and contribute to good decision-making in a more
transparent system.
In closing, speakers emphasized the importance of looking at
the whole picture. The first step in bond reform in Cook County
(2017) led to a decrease in the jail population by 5,000 people
without a rise in crime. Over 99 percent of the individuals released
pre-trail, successfully and safely returned for their court dates. The
speakers also requested the help of League members to increase
public awareness of the provisions of the new law. As League
members it’s important to be better informed, to raise the level of
awareness within our community and to support efforts at criminal
justice reform.

League of Women Voters of Evanston

THE INTERCOM

7

League of Women Voters® of Evanston
2100 Ridge Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201

FEBRUARY 2022
Historic Criminal Justice Legislation

1

Suffrage Mural

1

Letter from the Presidents

2

Membership and LWVE Board

2

LOCAL PROGRAM: Our Plan

3

LOCAL PROGRAM: Housing

3

Event Recap: Judge Lionel Jean-Baptiste

4

Event Recap: Holiday Gift Wrapping

4

Climate Corner

5

LWVE 501(c)(3) Approval

5

LWVE 100: Voter Education

6

Events at-a-Glance

7

LWVIL Issues Briefing

7

