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Commander’s Corner H H H
by Dr. Ron Stried

Why did you become a member of
American Legion Onion Creek Post 326?
Did a neighbor ask you to join? Did
you transfer your membership from
another Post? Are you a person who
likes to be involved in organizations?
I joined at the urging of one of our
Post members, Clyde Walls. Clyde encouraged me to attend a December
meeting. I liked what I saw and became
a member of Post 326. Clyde and his wife, Eliza, moved
from the Onion Creek neighborhood to Georgetown, and
Clyde is now living in an assisted living facility. He would
very much enjoy a visit, a phone call, or a message. You can
contact him at cwalls1939@gmail.com or 512-431-6983.
He is living at Riva Ridge Assisted Living, 807 Riva Ridge
Drive, Room 2, Leander. Cards and letters should be sent
to 334 Briar Park Dr., Georgetown, TX 78626. I am sure
that Clyde would welcome a visit or a message.

THE 2020 CENSUS IS COMING SOON!
As required by the Constitution, every 10 years the Census Bureau tries to account for every individual in every
community in the U.S. This year the census will be available online for the first time.
How can you help and be part of history?
Apply for a job with the 2020 Census. Census
takers in Travis County will earn $23/hour and
will be reimbursed for travel. Work is temporary,
and the jobs can be done in the evenings and on
weekends. Veterans will have preference and you
need to be at least 18 years old by March 2020.
This would be a great job for a college student,

grandchild, or anyone wishing to earn some extra cash. If
you would like to know more, contact Beverly Pritchett at
703-801-5758 or beverly.a.pritchett@2020census.gov

BINGO!
The Post Executive Committee has voted to apply
for a bingo license. No, we will not have bingo
at the Onion Creek Country Club. No, we are
not asking members to work at a bingo hall.
Bingo halls must give some of their earnings to qualified groups that have a 501c (3) tax-exempt status. American Legion Post 326 is a qualified organization. This is a
lengthy application process, and a bingo chairman has
been selected. If the application is approved and license
is authorized, this may be an additional revenue stream
for our Post. More information will be available later.

NO GENERAL MEETING
IN FEBRUARY
We are working on scheduling
meetings around our speakers’
availability. More Information
regarding dates will be sent out
once the speaker is confirmed
so that you can make plans to
join us. H

I wish to encourage members to visit or
call members who are not able to attend
our meetings, or are living in assisted
facilities.
—Ron

Post member Clyde Walls at
his home in Georgetown.
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Post 326 Membership

Volunteers stationed at the Dice Game

by Bob Pillmore, Membership Chairman/Adjutant

Best wishes for a safe and
prosperous new year to our
American Legion community.
Unfortunately, I must begin the new
year with news of the passing of our
past Commander, Phil Johnston, on November 29. Several members of the Post
attended a memorial service on
December 15 to honor Phil.

MEMBERSHIP PROGRESS
We are making good progress on membership
renewals for 2020. We have 123 members in a renewed or life member status, 82 percent of our 2020
goal of 149 members. If we were to renew all of the
29 un-renewed members from 2019, we would exceed

Finance Report

our goal by two members. If you have not yet renewed
your membership, now is the time. I will be sending
individual communications to each of you, reminding
you of your status.

NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME
Of course, we are always looking for new members.
If you know of a potential member, we still have six
openings for new members who will have their first year
membership paid for by the Post. Membership forms
are available on the Membership page of our website:
https://www.alegiononioncreek.org/membership2.html.
You can print a form to be mailed to the Post address
on the back of this newsletter, or you can complete the
form on the website and submit it. H

$$

FMI: bob.pillmore@gmail.com or 512-921-5952

by Tom Harder, Finance Officer

AS OF JANUARY 15, OUR POST 326 FISCAL POSITION IS AS FOLLOWS:
• Operating Account has a total of $2,756.
• Scholarship Account has a total of $3,500 after paying $10,000 in scholarship grants to
various universities for the Fall and Winter/Spring semester enrollments of eight high school senior
graduates. Five Veteran students have received $8,000 in scholarship grants. I expect to distribute an additional $3,000 during the next month.
• Golf Account has been closed, and remaining monies transferred to the Operating Account.
• Operating Savings Account has a total of $35,005, earning about $13/month in interest.
• Investment Fund has four $15,000 or $20,000 Velocity Credit Union Certificates of Deposit
totaling $86,407 and earning about $110/month in dividends.
Our Executive Committee has directed me to make five charitable donation payments totaling $2,500 to
deserving organizations during the next two months. H

Scholarships

by Bob Jordan, High School Scholarships

With the start of the year, the Scholarship Program for
American Legion Post 326 is in full swing.
Graduating high school seniors enrolled in a JROTC program at the participating high schools are eligible to
apply at www.alegiononioncreek.org
before March 31, 2020. The following
High School Scholarship information
appears on this website: “The American Legion Onion Creek Post 326 will
award eight $1000 scholarships paid at
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the rate of $500 per regular semester.
Akins, Bowie, Hays, and Lehman graduating seniors currently enrolled in their
school’s JROTC program are eligible.
The Post 326 Scholarship Committee
accepts applications January through
March each year and interviews selectively at candidates’ high schools in
April.”

The High School Scholarship Program is supported by the Post's
fundraising activities. If you would
like more information, please contact
Bob Jordan (bjordan3@austin.rr.com or
512-567-1341) or review the High
School Scholarship information at
www.alegiononioncreek.org. H
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January 20, 2020

Post 326 family member
can
use our help.
..................................

Dear Post 326 Members,
As you have already read in the December newsletter, former Post 326 Commander and friend, Phil Johnston,
passed away on November 29 from complications following a heart attack. (Phil served as Post 326 Financial
Officer and Post Commander for two terms, presiding over two of our most successful Golf Tournament fundraising
events. As an active member of Post 326, Phil made significant contributions to our success and to our community
and veteran programs.) He left his wife, Vicki, and two adult sons.
Unfortunately, in addition to enduring the loss of her husband and facing many financial hardships, Vicki discovered that the will that Phil had executed and signed while they were living in Australia is not recognized in the
U.S., and she will more than likely have to return to Australia.
Vicki has developed many friendships while being welcomed into the Post 326 family and has donated a great
deal of her time alongside Phil, volunteering to help the Post with its fundraising efforts.
On behalf of Vicki, the Executive Board voted unanimously to include an urgent plea to
ask for your kind donation. We’ve included a self-addressed envelope in this newsletter if you
wish to donate. Because time is of the essence, please consider sending your donation as soon
as possible. We can also accept donations on our website at
https://www.alegiononioncreek.org/donations-to-vicki-johnston.html
We miss Phil, and we will certainly miss
Vicki as she makes her way back to Australia. ☺
For donations sent via P.O.
.......................................
mail, please send to

*The American Legion provides life-changing
assistance and guidance for veterans, military
personnel, their families, and their communities.
Together, we can make a difference.

American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
(Attn: Vicki Johnston donation)

Something new and something old when it comes to the
exciting world of “Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)”
Everyone with a 401K or Traditional
IRA who is over 70-1/2 years old, is
probably cringing at the mere mention of those words. Even more so if
you just remembered that you were
supposed to do that before the end
of 2019! Either way, this is a subject
that can be very beneficial to our
Post on an individual and organizational basis.

The “New”
If you turn 70-1/2 in 2020 and were
expecting to be forced to take your

RMD, you’re in luck. Thanks to the
SECURE Act, that age requirement
has been moved to 72.

The “Old”
RMDs are required in order for the
government to get its portion of the
“tax deferred income” that these
accounts provide. Rather than taking the distribution and just paying
the taxes, please consider using all
or a portion of your RMD as a charitable donation to the organization.
Not only could this benefit you by

potentially offsetting some of the
income taxes you will pay that year,
but it will further our active and
necessary mission to strengthen our
community and society by supporting our Veteran brothers and sisters.
Please contact your tax professional
or financial services professional to
find out more about the ability and
potential benefits to doing this. H
by Adam Jolliff, At-Large Member

Legionnaire • www.alegiononioncreek.org • February 2020

3

American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
www.alegiononioncreek.org
Published by Cathy Miller

Postage

n
a
c
i
r
e
m
A egion
L
To:

Post 326 BINGO!
Stay tuned . . .

CURRENT OFFICERS

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

CURRENT
OFFICERS
Commander
– Dr. Ronald
O. “Ron” Stried

EXECUTIVE
At-Large
– Charles R.COMMITTEE
“Bob” Caudill
Current Officers Plus:

(512 )

496-6745 • rstried@aol.com

(512 )

First Vice Commander – William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

At-Large – Richard Dietz
(845 )

Second Vice Commander – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Adjutant – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Finance Officer – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • hardertom999@gmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

( 469)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
438-7426 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

Historian – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

258-8138 • richusmc@reagan.com

At-Large – Adam Jolliff
(325)

340-7194 • adam.jolliff@edwardjones.com

Membership Chair, Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

HS Scholarships – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512 )

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Veterans Scholarships, Charitable Donations –

Service Officer – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

Boys/Girls State – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com
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