Happy Holidays! I want to take a moment to reflect on the incredible accomplishments of Best Buddies’ mission this year, and thank you for your support as we change the world for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).
 
Best Buddies had an amazing year, impacting more than 800,000 individuals with and without IDD and supporting nearly 700 job placements around the world. We hosted 1,750 participants at our annual student Leadership Conference, including our largest class of Buddy Ambassadors ever. Our national events, including the Miami Gala and the Best Buddies Challenges, were our largest and most successful to date.

Our Best Buddies Friendship Walks also continued to grow and expand nationwide, with a 35% increase in support. We also launched Best Buddies programs in several new countries, including Macao and the Bahamas, where we will be opening offices in 2014.

WATCH THE BEST BUDDIES 25TH ANNIVERSARY VIDEO
2014 marks the 25th Anniversary of&nbsp;Best Buddies as a global volunteer movement that helps people with IDD secure rewarding jobs, live on their own, become inspirational leaders, and make lifelong friends! We will celebrate our silver anniversary in a myriad of ways, including the release of a coffee table book and a video commemorating this tremendous milestone, which you can view above.

We also created a 25th Anniversary Fund to help support Best Buddies friendship, employment, and leadership programs for the next 25 years. I am extremely hopeful that by the end of that period, we will be very close to realizing our vision of putting Best Buddies out of business.
&nbsp;
Until then, there are still hundreds of thousands of individuals with special needs in communities around the globe who are isolated, excluded, lonely, and unemployed. It is only with your continued support, passionate enthusiasm, and dedicated energy that we will make our vision a reality.

WATCH THE BEST BUDDIES JOBS OVERVIEW VIDEOI have no doubt about the power of our programs and their importance in the lives of our buddies. I&rsquo;m often asked to share stories about the impact of the Best Buddies mission around the world.

This year, I witnessed so many moments in which I knew we were making a difference - from Cristen Maxwell, one of our Jobs participants who secured a position that provided benefits and a competitive salary of close to $40,000, to Molly Vock, a Best Buddies participant who witnessed a complete transformation of her high school in Wisconsin into a more inclusive environment for students with and without IDD.

Please take a moment to watch the video above and see for yourself the impact of our Jobs program, which is enabling hundreds of companies to benefit from hiring our participants.

Sergio Tobon, a Best Buddies Colombia Ambassador and Jobs participant, best sums up the importance of our mission:“Best Buddies has not only impacted my life, but opened the doors for a new professional life…I wake up daily feeling like a valuable person to my family and society. Best Buddies has given my life a powerful reason to keep on going, just the way I am! The organization is giving people with intellectual disabilities tangible proof that when you wish from the bottom of our hearts, you can be all you want to be.”So, as you compile your list of holiday gifts, please consider including one to Best Buddies, to help provide individuals with and without IDD the opportunity to experience the power of our mission.

Best wishes for a healthy, happy new year!


In Friendship,
 


Anthony K. Shriver
Founder & Chairman
Best Buddies International&nbsp;    &nbsp;    BEST BUDDIES INTERNATIONALBest Buddies® is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer movement that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). To learn more, visit www.bestbuddies.org.
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