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What a country we live in. A special place in the world where freedoms abound. Where we are endowed by our
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It may seem
to be just a patriotic message, but in this season of the year we are called to be thankful for the blessings our God
has provided throughout the previous seasons. We are also privileged to share the reminders of a Savior who was
sent into this world for the forgiveness of sins, to reconcile us to God the Father Our Creator.
Our ability to speak our feelings freely this season should give us great joy as we greet one another. I am glad that
we again can say “Happy Thanksgiving”, “Merry Christmas” and “Happy New Year” without having to water down a
joyful greeting with “Happy Holidays”.
In our scripture reading on the last Sunday of the Church Year Jesus’ words to the repentant criminal, who feared
God, on the cross next to him, were “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
In the first Gospel reading in the new Church Year. Jesus tells his disciples that He will come again. Matthew 24:44
“So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
Being ready is being open and honest with those around us about our commitment to faith in Jesus. It’s the most
wonderful time of the year to share that joy. We are not to give offense or take offense when our joyful greetings are
not well received. Our purpose in Jesus Christ is to speak to all people in love – and not to offend. We should not
take offense when our approach to sharing the joy of a loving God is rejected. We are to imitate the compassion that
Jesus showed to those who took offense to Him. Jesus’ words on the cross can remind us to soften our hearts during
this season and many other times of the year. In Luke 23:34 “Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they are doing”.
There are many religious groups who don’t find the same joy in December as we do. Often at this time of year the
Christian celebrations of Advent and Christmas overlap with the Jewish festival of Hanukah. But there are people
and families who are hurting and lost seeking a measure of hope and direction. We welcome them as God’s children
by our actions and words to answer the question that St. Peter speaks of in 1 Peter 3:15 “Always be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness
and respect,”
Speaking of hopeless; there is a small family Holiday invented in 1966 that was parodied and made public by the
Seinfeld sitcom, the “show about nothing”. George Costanza and his family celebrated the made-up holiday of
Festivus; “A Festivus for the Rest of Us.” they said. It was an alternative to the commercialism of Christmas and
included a Festivus dinner, an aluminum pole instead of a tree, the Airing of Grievances and Feats of strength.
I don’t think a lot of people celebrate Festivus, and I don’t see it becoming a substitute for the real meaning of the
season. The airing of grievances may be a way of getting something off your chest but speaking to each other in
love when we’ve been offended is truly a better way. As for feats of strength and a pole instead of a tree I can do
without those as well.
Sometimes the Christmas Season can seem to be over commercialized and many of us do push the limits, but when
we bring things back around to Jesus being sent into the world by His Father for our salvation we become more
grounded in faith, and our hope that all people would come to Him increases.
By our praise and worship of the Lord in this Advent and Christmas season let us draw nearer to each other, inviting
others to join us in the hope that we have, taking no offense and giving no offense until He comes again.
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DECEMBER CALENDAR
NOTES:
5 Elder’s Meeting, Thursday, 6:30PM
9 Council Meeting, Monday, 6:30PM
21 Winter Begins
24 Christmas Eve Service 7PM
25 Christmas Day
31 New Year’s Eve

Mite Sunday-December 29

Events and Members
in Our Prayers
Rose Mino, health and mobility concerns
Forest Van Duyn – health and mobility
concerns
Schultz family, as they greive the loss of
Pastor Schultz
Praise God as we welcome Pastor Anderson!

Marvin Lauterbach
Chairman Board of Elders
425-348-3123
mklauterbach@frontier.com

December
Birthdays

Serve the Lord with
Gladness…

9 Adam Najdek
14 James Koch
20 Loyce Dreke

Psalm 100:2

READERS
1 Lonnie Hendrix
8 David Foye
15 Marilee Ryan
22 Mike Ryan
29 Kathy Lawson

A Greeting from Pastor Anderson:
Dear People of Grace—
Grace and Peace to you! I want to thank all of you for the
lengths you have gone to get me here to serve as your
pastor. Trust me, I am more thrilled today to know I will be
your pastor than words will ever describe.
I look forward to getting to know each of you! May God give
us all His grace as we labor together in this harvest field.
God’s Grace and His richest blessings be yours this Advent
season.
In His Grace,
Pastor Mark Anderson
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December 2019
Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

4
5
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM
Quilting Noon
WOW 6:00pm

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

8

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Friday

6

7

Elder’s
Meeting
6:30PM
Living Word
Church

9

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

1

Council
Meeting
6:30PM

11
12
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

13

14

Quilting Noon
WOW 6:00pm
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

15

16

17

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

18
19
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

20

21
First Day of
Winter

Quilting Noon
WOW 6:00pm
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

22

23

24

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

25
26
Christmas Day

27

Christmas Eve

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

29
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

30

31
New Year’s Eve

28
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
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Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the
necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety show what we
care about. Our anxiety reveals what we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals what we trust in.
This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God and money.”
But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to dwell.”
Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure that you have
them. He demonstrates this with a simple argument.
Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. He
clothes the lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more luxuriously than Solomon
in all his glory. If, then, your Father in heaven feeds the birds and clothes the lilies, how will He not
also feed and clothe you when you are worth more than they are?
For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are worth the
price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and become a lily? Did he
descend and take on the form of a bird? No!
He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. He is one of
us, our brother. And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He gave His holy,
precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, that you might be His own and live under Him in
His kingdom forever.
God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death we deserve
because of it. He was raised again on the third day to overcome sin and death … for us. He was
crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your Father in heaven has given
His Son to die for us in order that we might live with Him eternally, how will He not also give us all
things to support this body and life?
To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care about this
and find security in it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live forever because Jesus,
the Son of God is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for all eternity. It is to believe that God – who
created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of His Son, and sanctifies you by His Spirit –
will not keep His promises of sustaining you in this life.
Jesus says this: Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule among us.
His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we
believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity. This is what we ask God
to do for us in the prayer Jesus taught us.
Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – and He
promises to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, Jesus Christ.
So, seek after that. Those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our Lord says, will be
added to you.
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Web: www.grace-e
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WORD ON WEDNESDAY (WOW)
Soup Supper and Advent services will be a bit different this year. We will meet up each
Wednesday of Advent for the usual soup, salad, bread, and dessert meal at 6:00. Pastor
Anderson will be leading a brief devotional or bible study following, but no there will be
no formal worship service.
Soup/Suppers are on the following dates:
December 4, 11, & 18
Please plan to join us for these special times of fellowship.
Sign-up sheets for bringing food or beverages are in the narthex.

