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Dan Dean Vcl, fretless bass, whistle

Originally I felt woefully unqualified to review Dan Dean’s latest cd “Vocalize” due to 
its classical content. However I found myself so captivated by his presentation that 
I now view it as a door opening experience. If I had to categorize it I’d call it creative 
music that transcends being labeled, in a sense liberated from the confines of genre.
  What Dean has done is single handedly perform, record and engineer ten classical 
pieces using his voice, fretless electric bass and lots of technical wizardry. We journey 
through the works of Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev, Couperin, Stravinsky, Holst, Faure, 
and Knopfler. Starting with Rachmaninoff’s “Vocalize Opus 34” Dan uses his voice to 
present multiple vocal tracks, giving the effect of a choir with accompaniment. The 
end result is simply stunning. Prokofiev’s “Toccata in D minor, Opus 11” is another fine 
example, layering his voice to deliver an up tempo, magically imaginative barrage 
of sound, color and texture. Rachmaninoff’s “Prelude in G minor” has multiple layers 
of vocal tracks articulating this rhythmically active piece with lots of drama.  Gabriel 
Faure’s “Pavane in F# minor, Opus 50” is another fine especially rich offering with 
multiple voices of different timbre weaving together to create a sonic landscape of 
brilliance. I was especially moved by Mark Knopfler’s “Going Home”. The piece itself is 
absolutely gorgeous and Dan honors that elegance with the highest degree of care. 
It should not be overlooked that Dan is a masterful bassist. His solo on this piece with 
the fretless electric bass is absolute perfection.
  So with the extraordinary artistic and technical skill demonstrated by Dan Dean on 
“Vocalize” the listener can surely be taken away by this incredible music. Regardless of 
whether your a Jazz or Classical listener your in store for a blissful musical experience.
Dan Dean’s “Vocalize” is an amazing achievement and one of my favorites for 2024.
Sent from my iPad.                                                
                    Frank Kohl


