Calendar At A Glance

Lakewood Window

December 1: 7:00 pm: Advent by Candlelight
December 2: 9:30 am - Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm - Evangelism Committee
December 3: 7:00 pm - Praise Choir Practice
7:30 am - Executive Committee
December 6: 8:30 and 11 am - Worship Services
Anointment and Communion
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12:00 pm - Youth Group
4 & 6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
December 7: 7:00 pm - Advent Bible Study.
December 9: 9:30 am - Woman’s Bible Study
7:00 pm - Girl Scouts.
December 10: 9:00 am - Clergy Support Group
6:00 pm - Trustee’s Dinner at Colony
7:00 pm - Praise Choir Practice
December 13: 8:30 and 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
1:30 pm: Youth Group
3:00 pm - Presque Isle Concert
4 & 6:30 pm- Cub Scouts
December 14: 7:00 - pm: Advent Bible Study
December 16: 12 Noon: Epilogue Christmas Party
at the Shrine Club
7:00 pm - Church Council
7:00 pm - Girl Scouts
December 17: 7:00 pm: Bell Choir
8:00 pm - Chancel Choir
December 20: 8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am - Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12 Noon - Youth Group
4& 6:30 pm - Cub Scouts
6:30 pm - Puppet Practice
December 21: 7:00 pm - Advent Bible Study
December 24: 4:00 pm - Family Oriented Christmas
Eve Service
10:00 pm - Traditional Candlelight
Christmas Eve Service
December 25: Christmas
December 27: 8:30 an 11 am - Worship Services
9:45 am: Sunday School for all ages
Nursery care for both Services & Sunday School
12 Noon: Youth Group
December 28: 7:00 pm - Advent Bible Study
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TRADITIONS
Advent and the Christmas season are the perfect time to think
about traditions. What did you do as a child? What traditions
have you continued as adults? What new traditions have you
added to your family’s celebration of Christmas?
My parents used to hide the Christmas tree until after my brother and I went to bed Christmas Eve. Then they would bring the
tree inside, put up the tree and decorate it so when we woke up
Christmas morning, we not only had our presents as a surprise
but the entire lit and decorated tree. It was a beautiful sight. I
didn’t continue that with my family. I can’t even imagine how
much work it was to do that and not wake us up!
Here are some traditions you may already have or you may
want to start. Do you start the Advent season by decorating the
house and lighting the candles of an advent wreath at least once
a week if not nightly? Do you read a special devotional book or
study, either alone or at church? Do you attend musical programs at the church, local schools or elsewhere to help put you
in the mood for the holidays?
One of my favorite traditions is Christmas Eve service at church.
The candles in the darkness, the hymns, prayers and message
all come together to make me feel I am back in Bethlehem at
the birth of Christ.
At Lakewood, we have two services to
choose from, depending on your family and other plans. Hopefully you will attend one of them.
Of course, there are secular traditions at this time of year too.
These include shopping (Were you one of the many out shopping on Black Friday?); baking, Christmas parties and overeating; lights and decorations in the stores and inside & outside our
homes; live or artificial Christmas trees. Many of our secular
traditions actually have some basis in the Christmas story of
Christ’s birth. We know that gift-giving started with the Magi
bringing gifts to the baby Jesus, but that was a lot different than
the shopping/wrapping/giving routine of many people today. Is
that why you give gifts? Maybe a few pairs of socks to a homeless person or mittens or hats to a youngster or older person
would be a better gift than what you normally give to that person
who has everything.
Whatever traditions you begin or continue to observe, take a
minute to ask yourself if its related to the real meaning of Christmas. If it isn’t, maybe consider one of many things you can add
or replace it with that will keep you in the true spirit of Christmas.
Have a very blessed Christmas season.
Suzi Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
How can we keep Christ in Christmas,
or put Him back into our Christmas?
I have a few thoughts:
1. Enjoy the music of the season. Take the time to really listen to the words of our Christmas
carols. Let the music speak to your soul. Our Christmas carols tell the story of our faith. Not
“Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer,” but the religious songs. Hear the story of Christ’s birth
again, as told in verse and music.
2. Go to all of the worship services that you can. Christmas was originally and should always
remain a religious holiday. One way to reclaim the holiness of Advent and Christmas is to worship
regularly. Attend our Advent services. Attend our Christmas Eve service(s). Celebrate the birth of
the world’s Savior. Family occasions are important, but they become idolatry if they take the
place of worship!
3. Family or personal worship time help us to deepen our understanding of what God is doing in
the Christ-event. Utilize the study book we are using this year: “Under Wraps.” Pick up one of our
devotional guides. Use an Upper Room devotional. Many people enjoy the ritual of lighting an Advent candle for each Sunday in Advent and reading daily devotional thoughts. Find what works for
you. (Devotional books can be found in the Narthex)
4. Give yourself permission to do less. Christmas does not have to be so busy and so rushed.
Sometimes we put pressure on ourselves to do more and end up feeling so stressed out that we
don’t appreciate the spiritual side of the holiday. This year, intentionally plan to do one less thing
than you have always done.
5. Discover the joy of helping someone else. Volunteer to ring the bells for the Salvation Army.
Help to pack food for the back-pack ministry. Visit some of our homebound members. Rake leaves
for a neighbor that has trouble doing it for him or herself. Donate to the food pantry, or to Liberty
House, or to the Refuge. (see the list in the bulletin for what their needs are). Find your own charity
to donate your time or resources. Giving of yourself helps us to know what Christmas is all about.
It’s the gift of yourself that touches others.
6. Don’t stress out if someone says “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas.” Our
Christian witness isn’t limited to a certain formula. Don’t judge another’s faith by the greeting they
use. They’re offering it with good intentions. If you choose to say Merry Christmas, feel free to do
so. But don’t require that everyone say it also.
May you have a blessed Advent, the season of waiting and preparation, and a joyous Christmas, the season of celebrating God with-us! God bless you!

~ Love in Christ, Pastor Bob
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Holy Communion:
will be celebrated on December 6th this month. We will receive the sacrament up front, with the
communion servers handing us the cup and bread. Communion will also be served at the 10pm
Christmas Eve service by intinction. In both cases, if you are not able to come forward, let an usher
know and the sacrament will be brought to your pew.
Prayer and Anointing:
will be offered on December 6th. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing service
for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for themselves or for others.

Notes From UMW
We no longer need any more cakes mixes or frosting for birthday bags. Thanks to everyone for
your generosity in supporting this project!
Please mark “reserved” on your calendar for Sunday, Jan. 31st 2016. The United Methodist
Women are sponsoring “Sunday Supper” at Church of the Covenant. We purchase, prepare,
transport and serve a meal for around 200 men, women and children from the inner city area.
Watch your bulletins and January’s newsletter for further information!
The Girl Scout Troop led by Alicia Chandler, held a Jump Rope Fundraiser to raise money and
collect items for the Birthday Bag project. The girls collected the following: 75 complete bags (cake,
frosting, plates, napkins, and candles in a sewn bag, 18 incomplete bags (plates, napkins, candles
in a sewn bag), 75 complete bags (cake, frosting, plates, napkins, and candles in a sewn bag) Extras17 packages of napkins 18 packages of plates lots of candles. Congratulations on such a successful fundraiser!
Attendance:

The average worship attendance during the
month of November was 170.
The average worship attendance for the year is
159.

The Person in the Pew
Do you know who this person is?
This person has been a member of the
congregation for many years. He is very
skilled at building - in fact, he built the
house where he presently lives. He has
also built guitars and designed and built
model planes. He was trained to fly, but
does not have his pilot’s license. He also
likes to fish for steelhead trout. If he
could be reincarnated, he wants to come
back as an airplane!

Sunday school
What is Faith Sharing Sunday ?
- A perfect time for 1st Service and 2nd Service members to fellowship together at
9:45am
- A time to hear about what our Sunday
School Classes are learning.
- A time to share how God is present in our
daily lives.
- A time to enjoy fellowship and Refreshments.
It takes place quarterly – The next Faith
Share Sunday is January 24th, at 9:45 in
Fellowship Hall. So mark your 2016 Calendars!

See you there……
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WESBURY RETIREMENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Holiday Luminaries – On December 11, 2015 Wesbury will place holiday luminaries around the
campus in memory of Rev. Howard Boyd who started this tradition 30 years ago. You can be a part
of this tradition by making a gift to Wesbury’s Benevolent Care Fund in any amount in memory of a
loved one. Make checks payable to the Wesbury Foundation, 31 N. Park Ave, Meadville, Pa 16335.
Santa’s Helpers – Sunset Auxiliary aims to provide a gift for each resident at Cribbs Residential
Center with money generously donated by individuals and churches as well as through its memberships. Please consider making a gift of any amount to be sent to The Wesbury Foundation, Santa’s
Helpers, 31 N. Park Ave., Meadville, PA 16335.
Sunday School “Holiday Mission Project”
Who? ALL Sunday School Classes K2 – Adult
What? We are going to have a gift drive to collect
items for the residents of Pleasant Ridge Man
or for Christmas. Item lists will be handed out &
and posted in Class Rooms. Items are not to
be wrapped.
When? Items will be collected Sunday, November 1st
through Sunday, December 11th.
In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus that he himself said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.”
HAVE YOU HEARD?? TO DATE, THE CHURCH HAS RECEIVED $2026.80
FROM AMBIT ENERGY! Thanks to those of you who CHOSE Ambit Energy
as your utility provider, Lakewood has received the following: Church Gas $526.96, Church Electric - $590.01, Parsonage Gas - $317.63, Parsonage Electric - $418.63. In addition, we received a check for $173.57 as part of
Ambit Energy's Guaranteed Savings Plan. Many church members have also
received checks ranging from $3.00 to $41.34 with Ambit Energy's guaranteed minimum 3% savings. If you would like Guaranteed Savings on your gas and electric bills AND help the church,
speak with Fred or Jackie Garnon at 833-3267. Government deregulation of utilities allows you to
choose your provider.
Last Month: This well-traveled member of our congregation has traveled extensively to India, Russia, Kazakhstan, and even Hawaii (for a nice change!). While in India he had an opportunity to
ride on an elephant and in Russia, he visited the Kremlin.
Answer: Russ Fisher
Ripley UMC presents
Jamestown Harmony Express and Quartets Christmas Holiday Concert,

“Let’s Go ChristmaSING”
December 13, 2015 at 7 pm
Love Offering Accepted - See more information on the bulletin board
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Just wanted to say thanks to Lakewood for hosting the ICM concert. The concert was
such a special event!!! I can’t thank you and the folks at Lakewood enough for your generous hospitality. Your space was a perfect venue for the concert…and again, thank you
and thanks to all.
Diane C. Edwards, Executive Director, Inter Church Ministries

Volunteers are needed to ring bells at the west side Walmart on the following dates:
Saturday, December 12th from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tuesday, December 22nd from 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
On both days we will be collecting at the east - most door of Walmart on 26th St. There
is a sheet in the narthex to sign up.
No promises that the weather will be like but
we can promise that your soul will feel blessed.

Bake Sale December 13, 2016
To Benefit The Red Bird Mission Trip
Let us help you with your holiday baking. Bring your own container to fill with some of our
delicious treats, but we will have some for your use if you
should forget. If you like to bake, we could certainly use
your help making items for our sale. Cookies or any other Christmas treat would be gladly accepted. To help or
for more information please contact Cindy Brown at 8382683 or via e-mail at ccdsbrown@roadrunner.com.

Have you ever questioned if you were doing enough? Have you
thought about missions but couldn’t commit to going to Paraguay?
Consider joining us July 31-August 6, 2016 on a trip to the Red Bird
Mission in Beverly, KY. We are willing to take all ages. Whether you
are young or young at heart you are welcome.
Are you concerned with doing construction? Not to worry - we have a
job for you. You may be working in the thrift store, cutting soup labels and box tops for education, or any other non-construction duty that needs to be done.
If you are interested in joining us or would like more information contact Cindy Brown at 838
-2683 or by e-mail at ccdsbrown@roadrunner.com I hope to have an idea of who is truly
interested in attending in January so we can plan fund raisers and let the mission know
what we have for numbers. Watch the bulletin and newsletter for date and time for our next
meeting. I am dreaming big and have reservations for 35 so many are welcome. I would
love to have you join us to share God’s love.
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December Birthdays

Ephesians 2:10
For we are God’s handiwork created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
NIV

FISCHER, Lucille
FLAK, Rose
JOHNSON, Margie
MOREN, Carter
SPORE, Liesl
ELWELL, Michael
MCNUTT, Mercedes
YATES, Robert
KOSIOREK, Frank
SCHOEN, Rebacca
SCOTT, Angie
FISHER, Russ
KNOLL, Aaron
KNOLL, Ryan
KNIGHT, Margaret
ROBINSON, Russell
JAMES, Fenton
THOMPSON, Jerolyn
THOMAS, Avalynn
PAUL, Amanda
HAMILTON, Neva
WINGERTER, Carol
SKELLIE, Cynthia
LIGHT, Christopher
BOCCIO, Mary Alice
PAUL, Christopher
GREEN, Justin
PIKE, Roger
SCALISE, Jason
HERRMANN, Kristin
BOND, Ian
GERARDE, Barbara
SEDELL, Elizabeth
SMITH, Cathy

1-Dec
2-Dec
3-Dec
4-Dec
4-Dec
5-Dec
7-Dec
7-Dec
8-Dec
9-Dec
10-Dec
11-Dec
13-Dec
13-Dec
16-Dec
16-Dec
18-Dec
18-Dec
19-Dec
20-Dec
21-Dec
22-Dec
23-Dec
24-Dec
25-Dec
25-Dec
26-Dec
27-Dec
27-Dec
28-Dec
30-Dec
30-Dec
30-Dec
30-Dec

ALUMINUM CANS are still being collected! Please remember to bring your
cans in and put them in the container in
the central entrance area. All proceeds
will benefit the Red Bird Mission trip.

Prayers and Sympathy: to the family of Irene Smith,
who went home to be with the Lord on November 19 th.
Her service of death and resurrection was celebrated at
Lakewood on November 28th with Rev. Lewis officiating. May the memory of our deceased loved ones always be sacred, and may the comfort of the Holy Spirit
bring strength and hope to those who mourn.
The Epilogue Group for Widows and Widowers
This month the group will meet on Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at the Shrine Club, 2525 West 38th Street,
Erie, PA, at 12 noon for their Christmas luncheon. This
group is open to all and those attending really enjoy the
company of their Christian friends - it is always a good
time. Please see Karen Mencer or call her at 573-3568627 to make your reservation by December 13, 2015.
Praise Choir will be rehearsing Thursday, December 3rd
and 10th and then leading worship on December 13th. If
you value this style of music, we need your presence to
support this choir. Hope to see you at practice!
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Please order your Poinsettia Plant to be placed in the Sanctuary
for worship on Sunday, December 19th thru Christmas Services.
Poinsettia cost - $7.50 each.
DEADLINE to order is Sunday, December 13th.
Place your order and payment in the offering plate or send it to
the church office marked “Poinsettia”.
(MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LAKEWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH)
IN HONOR
OF:_______________________________________________________

IN MEMORY
OF:_____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
GIVEN BY:
________________________________________________________

Number Ordered _______ @ $7.50 each = $_________ Enclosed
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The Ornaments on Our Sanctuary Christmas Tree
Many years ago I rescued a poster from where I worked. At the top of this
poster w as the phrase, ”And He Shall Be Called”. The rest of the poster was
filled with all of the many names of God. For years, every time I saw the poster I thought I should be able to do something with the information on it. One Christmas I saw the
tree with only lights and ribbons as decoration and I thought, “I know what to do, I can make some
ornaments, each with a different name for God and a picture on it”. For the next two years I designed and cross stitched them. As the ornaments are hard to see from anywhere except the front
of the sanctuary, any one interested is encouraged to come close to the tree and look at the ornaments. On the back of each named ornament is a scripture where that name occurs in the Bible.
This was a labor of love for me, given to you to enjoy in the future. I invite you to come to the tree
and take a look at them during the Advent and Christmas season.
Bonnie Heiges
The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on Sunday, January 10th, Baptism of the Lord Sunday. Anyone seeking the sacrament for themselves or for a child should call the
pastor and set up a time for pre-baptismal counseling. If it’s important enough to
do, it’s important enough to understand. Thanks for your understanding .
Congratulations to Katelyn Schmidt and Tyler Powell upon the baptism of
their daughter Kylar Renee Powell on November 22nd. May the Holy Spirit be at
work in young Kylar’s life that she may grow into the Christian woman God intends her to become. Proud grandmother is Kathy Jaroszewicz.
Our Health Ministry Team has been busy getting the Tracy Backpack Program
up and running this past month. Thanks to all who have stepped up to be drivers
and/or packers of the 96 bags of food we prepare weekly for students at Tracy
School. We have a morning, afternoon and two evening packing teams along with
a half-dozen drivers to pick up food from Second Harvest Food Bank and those
who transport packed bags to Tracy School. We are so appreciative of each person who has helped to make this program so successful. God tells us to “feed
the hungry” and we are certainly doing that! If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact Suzie Rosendahl at rosendahlsuzie44@yahoo.com
Talent Survey. The Health Ministry Team needs your input so we can
begin planning to better meet the needs of our congregation. God has
gifted each of us in many ways and we want to be able to use these talents to bring wholeness and healing to those in need. If you haven’t already, please complete the survey that was emailed to you and either email responses to mspicher@roadrunner.com or place completed survey
in the Talent Survey envelope located in the narthex. Thank you for your input and your support!

The Lake Effect Theater Company presents “A Christmas Carol”, in the Hurt Auditorium at the
Blasco Library. Four performances: Thursday though Saturday, December 10 - 12, 7:30 pm, and
Sunday, December 13 at 2 pm. Come and share the joy of the season.
7

Our Neighbors’ Place
Overnight Overflow Shelter for the Homeless

Erie United Methodists
Wil Host the Shelter at

First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
250 W. 7th Street

January 27 – February 10, 2016
As an outreach mission of EUMA, the Erie area United Methodist Churches will host the overflow shelter at
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant for two weeks beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 27
and ending at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 10. First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant has graciously offered the United Methodists the use of their facilities to host the shelter for these two weeks.

The overflow shelter is called Our Neighbors’ Place, and its mission is

to provide safe, warm shelter for sleeping
during the winter months for homeless guests.
The overflow shelter is open from early November until mid April. This is the fourth winter the overflow
shelter, initiated by Community Shelter Services, will be in operation. They provide administrative services,
cots, blankets, toiletries, and paper products and also launder the blankets and transport supplies from one
location to the next.
Nine different congregations will take turns hosting the shelter at six different churches.
First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant (2 – 2 week sessions)
Erie United Methodists at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant (1 – 2 week session)
St. John the Baptist Church (2 – 2 week sessions)
St. John Lutheran Church (1 – 2 week session)
Millcreek Community Church at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (1 – 2 week session)
St. Joseph’s Bread of Life Church (1 – 2 week session)
Old Orthodox Church of the Nativity (1 – 2 week session over our Christmas celebration)
St. Patrick’s Church at Old Orthodox Church of the Nativity (1 – 2 week session)
St. Jude Church at Old Orthodox Church of the Nativity (1 – 2 week session)

There is a great need for shelter for homeless people in the winter months in Erie. Although several agencies offer shelter to the homeless the need is greater than the number of beds available. When the overflow
shelter began in 2012 it was estimated there were 30 unsheltered homeless in Erie. The overflow shelter
has had as many as 64 guests in one night.
Last winter there were 340 first time guests, 6,275 bed nights, 267 different men sheltered and 73 different
women sheltered. There is a need!
We have the opportunity to serve through the cooperative efforts of our churches and EUMA. We need the
help of our many churches and their many servants in our Erie United Methodist Churches to help meet the
needs of our homeless in Erie. Open your hearts and join together in this mission.
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How Can You Help?
We need volunteers to:
Stay at the shelter during the three different shifts each night.
7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. (6 volunteers each night)
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 a.m. (3 volunteers each night)
3:00 a.m. – 7:00 a.m. (3 volunteers each night)
Set up the shelter the opening morning at 8:30 a.m. (10 volunteers)
Take down the shelter the closing morning at 7:00 a.m. (10 volunteers)
Prepare a meal and bring the meal to serve at 8:00 p.m. every night.
We need to collect clothing items:
Men: boxer shorts, white socks, undershirts, jeans, sweatshirts and winter coats
Women: socks, jeans, sweatshirts and winter coats
Winter hats, scarves and gloves for men and women
We need to collect food items:
coffee, creamer, lemonade mix, milk, juice
individually wrapped snacks (granola bars)
cookies
fruit
breakfast foods (cereal, muffins, breads, bagels)
Training for volunteers:
Training sessions will be available for shelter volunteers.
Prospective volunteers are encouraged to shadow volunteers at First Covenant.
November 4 – 18
December 30 – January 12
Please call us to make these arrangements.
This is an opportunity for our United Methodists to be the heart, hands and feet of Jesus!

Please step up and volunteer to be a part of this worthy outreach!
Shelter Coordinators:
Gail and Chris Detar: 868-3545
cngwire1@verizon.net
Lee and Becky Pomeroy: 838-2232
lpom1223@gmail.com
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SERMONS ON LINE

Church Council Planning Retreat

If you missed a Sunday Worship Service,
Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web
site (www.lakewooderie.org). Go to the home
page and click on the “About” button and a
menu will drop down. Locate the link
“Sermons” and click on it and a list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or
the sermon title you are interested in, click on
it and the sermon will appear. You can read it
on line or print it out if you still enjoy holding
paper in your hand when you read, or if you’d
like to share it with someone else. God bless!

Council and other interested planning people met
on Saturday, November 21st. The turnout was
very healthy and generated some great conversations and ideas. Goals were suggested which
now need to be further refined and steps established to meet those goals.

November Sermons :
Nov 1

Church Council (and those wishing to continue the goal planning discussion) are invited
to the next Council meeting, Wednesday, December 16th.
Come, join in and be part of this process as plans
are finalized

“Saints in the Making ”

Nov 15 - “What If You Could Do One Thing?”
Nov 22 - “Think and Thank”
Nov 29 - “God Is Expectant”

“Kind words can be short and easy to speak,
but their echoes are truly endless.”
Mother Teresa

**** Please Sign the Pew Pads. It Helps the Minister in His Ministry. ****
Some Christmas Reminders
* May the Christmas GIFTS remind us of God’s greatest gift, His only Son.
* May the Christmas CANDLES remind us of Him who is the "Light of the world."
* May the Christmas TREES remind us of another tree upon which he died.
* May the Christmas CHEER remind us of Him who said, "Be of good cheer."
* May the Christmas FEAST remind us of Him who is "the Bread of Life."
* May the Christmas BELLS remind us of the glorious proclamation of His birth.
* May the Christmas CAROLS remind us of the Son the angels sang, "Glory to God in the
Highest!"
* May the Christmas SEASON remind us in every way of Jesus Christ our King!
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