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Important Dates
to Remember
•

Sept Meeting - Sept 5

•

Sept Turn-In -Sept 1 6

•

Oct Meeting - Oct 3

•

Oct Turn-In - Oct 21

•

Nov Meeting - Nov 9

•

Nov Turn-In - Nov 1 8

The TAW's Nineteenth Annual symposium was a great event! I f you luissed it you
missed some wonderful demonstrations by Dale Nish, John Lucas, Frank Penta & Dick
Sing. The banquet and auctions were our best yet. I would like to thank all the volunteers who helped pull this event off. As you know an event of this size takes a lot of
effort to make all things happen. Thanks to everyone who turned and donated a piece
for our auction. All totaled we
raised over $2000 for our annual
scholarships and for other club activities. All of that said we were disAs
appointed by the turnout. We had
only 72 registered attendees. Not so
many for the great lineup we had.
As a result the board met to review
where we go in 2007. We decided
that we would look at luoving the
annual symposium to the January/
February timeframe beginning in 2008. For 2007 we will have a one-day event where
we will bring in a big name turner. We will be looking to form a symposium platming
committee to make this happen so if you are interested in volunteering please let one of
the board members know.
I would like to thank Al Flatt for his service on the board. A l has been a great help to
us in moving our club forward. As we did elections last year we moved to comply
with our by-laws which stated we should stagger the terms of the board members. A l
will rotate off this year and we will have 2 people rotate off next year. We will accept
Continued on page 2

Demonstrating in September—YOU!
For the September and October meetings we w i l l be turning Cliristmas ornaments as a motivator for donations to the Children's Home fundraiser. Everyone is encouraged to bring your mini-lathe and tools to the meeting on September 5th and maybe a few chunks o f wood and do some demonstrating! Several
mini-lathes w i l l be present i f you do not have one available to bring so bring
your favorite chisel and pieces o f wood to join in the fun and fellowship o f
making some shavings and ornaments for a great cause.
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President's Letter cont (from Page 1)
nominations for Al's replacement at the next meeting or you can E-Mail them to the
club at pres@tnwoodtumers.org.
Our September and October Meetings will be dedicated to Ornament Turning. Please
come out to learn about making ornaments and help us support and raise money for the
Children's Home.
As a club we should be thinking about how to get more people interested in our club.
As a board we have been talking about how to do more community outreach. We currently only do one event a year, TACA, and we want to do more. Many of the local
clubs have increased their membership by getting out in the community to do demonstrations. I f you are interested in helping with this see any of the board members.
"Thanks to everyone
who turned and donated
a piece for our auction."
David Sapp

The board has also discussed and agreed to change the meeting format around to allow
us to have more turning time and less talk time at our monthly meetings. The meeting
structure will change to:
• Introducti on of new memb ers/guests
• Monthly demonstration
• Break for refreshments
• Business Meeting
•
Adjourn
The Show & Tell portion of the meeting will be changed to a "Go & Look" prior to the
meeting. The board felt we spent too much valuable meeting time on the Show & Tell.
We want to encourage everyone to continue to bring their pieces to show off. We will
make tents available so you can identify your piece.
David Sapp
September's

Open

Turning

Session

at the

Woodshop

For the month of September, we will meet at the TBCH Woodshop on September 16 at 8:00AM. The session will run from 8:00AM to 1:00PM. If you have a
particular need to help you become a better turner or if you just have a tool
that needs to be sharpened correctly, come on by and someone will be there to
assist. If you have any questions, please contact Ray Sandusky at 615-3000363.

Symposium Volunteers - THANK YOU

"Thanks to all who
volunteered for the
symposium!"

Thanks to all who volunteered for the symposium! Your efforts in just doing all the
little things that needed doing made it a very successful session. It is just a great example of what a club can accomplish when they pull together as a team. I was amazed
when we locked the doors at 4 PM and everything was clean and straight!
Thanks Again!!!!!!!!

Charlie Putnam

Charlie Putnam and the TAW

«
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Rare American Chestnut Trees Discovered
By ELLIOTT MINOR
The Associated Press
Friday, May 19, 2006; 8:05 PM

For more information
about the American
Chestnut Foundation,
go to
www.acf.org

ALBANY, Ga. — A stand of American chestnut trees that somehow escaped a blight that killed
off nearly all their kind in the early 1900s has been discovered along a hiking trail not far from
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Little White House at Warm Springs.
The find has stirred excitement among those working to restore the American chestnut,
and raised hopes that scientists might be able to use the pollen to breed hardier chestnut trees.
"There's something about this place that has allowed them to endure the blight," said Nathan
KJaus, a biologist with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources who spotted the trees. "It's
either that these trees are able to resist the blight, which is unlikely, or Pine Mountain has something unique that is giving these trees resistance."
Experts say it could be that the chestnuts have less competition from other trees along
the dry, rocky ridge. Thefringusthat causes the blight thrives in a moist environment.
The largest of the half-dozen or so trees is about 40 feet tall and 20 to 30 years old, and is believed to be the southernmost American chestnut discovered so far that is capable of flowering
and producing nuts.
"This is a terrific find," said David Keehn, president of the Georgia chapter of the
American Chestnut Foundation. "A tree of this size is one in a million."
The rugged area known as Pine Mountain is at the southern end of the Appalachians
near Wann Springs, where Roosevelt built a home and sought treatment after he was stricken
with polio in 1921. "FDR may have roasted some chestnuts on his fire for Christmas or enjoyed
their blooms in the spring," Klaus said.
The chestnut foundation may use pollen from the tree in a breeding program aimed at
restoring the population with blight-resistant trees.
"When the flowers are right, we're going to rush down and pollinate the flowers, collect the seeds a few weeks later and collect the nuts," Klaus said, " i f we ever find a genetic solution to the chestnut blight, genes from that tree will find their way into those trees."
The chestnut foundation has been working for about 15 years to develop a blightresistant variety. The goal is to infuse the American chestnut with the blight-resistant genes of
the Chinese chestnut.
American chestnuts once made up about 25 percent of the forests in the eastern United
States, with an estimated 4 billion trees from Maine to Mississippi and Florida.
The trees helped satisfy demand for roasted chestnuts, and their rot-resistant wood was
used to make fence posts, utility poles, bams, homes, furniture and musical instruments.
Then these magnificent hardwoods, which could grow to a height of 100 feet and a
diameter of 8 feet or more, were almost entirely wiped out by a fast-spreading fungus discovered in 1904.
"There are no chestnuts roasting on an open fire, and if they are, they're Chinese,"
Keehn said.

Want to Buy
Pottery Equipment
Potter's Wheel: Preferably at least 1/2
hp, 120 volt.
Kiln, 220 volt, at least up to a cone 10,
7 cube ft.
Contact Don Wilcut: 901-861-7769.
E-mail: wilcut@aol.com

I f you have information you
would like to include in The Tennessee Turner newsletter, including woodworking tools for sale,
please email to:
gggwood tu rni ng@comcast. n et
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Check out the Website:
www.tnwoodturners.org
Email Club Questions to:

info@tnwoodturners.org
pres@tn woodturners.org
OR

Contact one of the Board
of Directors
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Ray Sandusky
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The Tennessee Association of Woodturners is a local chapter of the American
Association of Woodturners. Our purpose is to provide a meeting place for local
turners to share ideas and techniques and to educate the general public regarding the art of turning. The TAW meets the first Tuesday of each month at Tennessee Baptist Children's Home off Franklin Road in Brentwood, TN and periodically
sponsors local exhibitions and demonstrations as well as an annual symposium.

