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HOLY COMMUNION 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 5, 2023 8:00 am and 10:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water 
and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made 
a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to 
new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRELUDE: My Faith Looks Up to Thee Wood 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE) 
Stand 
HYMN: My Faith Looks Up to Thee  

Printed on the next page. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Kneel/Stand 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, 
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, it is your glory always to have mercy. Bring back all who have 
erred and strayed from your ways; lead them again to embrace in faith the 
truth of your Word and to hold it fast; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

C Amen. 
 
 
Sit 
Later service only: 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a 
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the 
families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they 
are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 

A A reading from Genesis. 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Later service only: 
PSALM 121 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.) 
 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 
 2My help comes | from the LORD, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 3He will not let your | foot be moved 
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  and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep. 
 4Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel 
  shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  
 5the LORD himself watches | over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand, 
 6so that the sun shall not strike | you by day, 
  nor the | moon by night. 
 7The LORD shall preserve you | from all evil; 
  it is he who shall | keep you safe. 
 8The LORD shall watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.  
 
SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with 
God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s 
promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because 
we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

A A reading from Romans. 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and 
it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not 
reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him 
who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it 
is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist. 
 
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The congregation sings the Acclamation. 

 
 
The choir sings the Verse. 

 
The Son of Man must be | lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have e- | ternal life.  
 
The congregation repeats the Acclamation. 

 
 
GOSPEL John 3:1-17 
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. 
Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

P The holy gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 
of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 
and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
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seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 
13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
SERMON Pastor Weleck 
 
Stand 
Later service only: 
HYMN OF THE DAY: God Loved the World 

Printed on the next page. 
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Stand 
The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 
NICENE CREED 
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge  
   the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, 

let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly 

baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our 
growth in grace.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase 

of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and 
among peoples.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of 

war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, 
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day 
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts... 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and 

especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete 
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory. 
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LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.  
 
OFFERTORY 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks: 

 
 
The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE: 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… Here the minister continues with 
the preface for the day, concluding: …we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
The assembly sings the SANCTUS: 

 
 
The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther 
himself composed specifically for this purpose. 
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED, 

OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS; 
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING: 
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY + BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
 

AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS, 
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING: 
THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY + BLOOD, 
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN. 

DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 

C Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed. 

 
Sit  
COMMUNION 
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
R Amen. 
 
We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and 
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We 
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another 
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing 
to come forward for a blessing.  
 
Music during Communion: 
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI) 
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ANTHEM: Wondrous Love Pooler 
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse 
for my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I 
will sing. 
 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on. 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, and through eternity I'll sing 
on. 
What wondrous love! 
 
Stand 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
P The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 
that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. 
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 
in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
BLESSING (BENEDICTION) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Lift High the Cross  

Printed on the next page. 
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OFFERING 
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.  
 
POSTLUDE: Lift High the Cross Lehenbauer 
 

+ + + 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License # SAS017622. 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, hymns are in public domain. 
 

+ + + 
 
The Easter Cycle celebrates the events surrounding our Lord’s passion, death, and 
resurrection. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, the Easter Cycle includes the Lenten 
season, Holy Week, and the Easter Season. This cycle concludes with the Day of 
Pentecost, as the culmination of the resurrection through the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to Christ’s followers. 
 
During Lent, a Hymn of Praise is not appropriate because of the preparatory and 
penitential nature of this time. 
 
The liturgical color purple, symbolic of our penitence and Jesus’ royalty, is used 
in Lent. 
 

+ + + 
 

Collegeville-Trappe Ministerium Lenten Wednesday Services: The Churches 
of the Ministerium will host services each Wednesday in Lent this year. These 
services take place at 7:30 pm. The schedule is as follows: 

March 8 Augustus Lutheran  Preacher: Suzanne Schwarz-Green 

March 15 Trinity Reformed UCC Preacher: Andrew Weber 

March 22 Thomas Paine UU  Preacher: Michael Sowards 

March 29 Augustus Lutheran  Ministerium Choir Cantata Service 
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Vestry Members Special Area E-mail Address 
Pastor Weleck  pastor@augustustrappe.org 
Gary Wessner President gtwess@comcast.net 
Dick Allebach Vice President doot44@gmail.com 
Sherry Jessee Secretary/Worship and Music dsajessee@hotmail.com 
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer/Finance jeanniefunk@gmail.com 
Cathy Engel Menendez Trust Fund Treasurer Cengel70@yahoo.com 
Frank DePaul Property Fvdp52@gmail.com 
Shane Elison Christian Education Selison76@gmail.com 
Chilly Lyaro Christian Education chillylyaro@yahoo.com 
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24@gmail.com 
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church jawentw@aol.com 
Matthew Vera Cemetery Matthew_vera@verizon.net 
John Kochel Parish Life/Mutual Ministry John.kochel@thrivent.com 

 
Worship Assistants 
Ushers: Dick Allebach, Scott Halteman, Pat O'Hara, and Dennis Ludwig 
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor 
Lectors:  8:00 am: Laurie Mueller 
  10:30 am lessons: Matthew Vera 10:30 am prayers: Cheryl Camuso 
Communion Assistant: Gary Wessner 
Acolyte: Grace Schlegel 
Altar Guild: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine and Sally Sweeney   
   10:30 am: Linda Romano 
Offering Tabulation: Jennifer Wentworth, Brian O’Hara, and Chilly Lyaro 
Video Production: Jim Lien, Jeannie Funk, or Jonathan Mueller 
The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by the Jessee 
Family in loving memory of Sherry’s mother, Belva Thornhill. 
The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. James Lorah in 
loving memory of son, J. Scott Lorah. 

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Lilienthal in memory of loved ones. 

Soup Sale!! The Last Soup Sale of the season will be March 19th – mark your 
calendar! These great homemade soups go quick! Price is $4.00 a pint. If you 
would like to order soup and are not able to make it to church please call Jerry 
Wentworth (484 948 5129) and he will make sure you get it. Proceeds benefit Sr. 
Youth Group programs. 
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2023 Easter Flowers 
Flowers can now be ordered for Easter! 

 

Please include payment with your order.   
Make checks payable to: Augustus Flower Fund 

 

Orders can be left in the church office, or mailed to: 
Karen Lachenmayer 

412 Dartmoor Road, Schwenksville, PA 19473 

Phone:  610-715-4850 E-Mail: karenlachenmayer@gmail.com 

ORDER DEADLINE: March 26, 2023 
 

Name:  
 (Please Print) 

QTY 
Lily  @ $15.50 =   

Daffodil  @ $11.00 =   

Tulip  @ $5.50 =   

  Order Total   

      

Check One:    

I will take my flowers AFTER the Easter Service  

Please distribute my flowers to others  

 
I would like the bulletin acknowledgement to read:  
(PLEASE PRINT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 


