SOUTHWESTERN HILLS GENERAL MEETING 
NOVEMBER 18, 2025
     The November 18, 2025, General Meeting began at 6:30 pm. President George Davis opened the meeting by thanking the 62 neighbors for attending, and he thanked Dave Fegley for his generous contribution of car wash gift cards. They were given out as prizes at Neighbors Night Out on August 4th.  Neighbors were reminded that financial reports and  bank balances are reported at open board meetings held each month except December
     Board members for the terms 2026-2027 years were voted for by the SWHNA neighbors present at the meeting. George Davis, Nick Van Patten, Ginny Renda, Steve Sarcone, and Steve Utterson were elected board members for the next two years.
     Lucy Miller from Lincoln High School invited SWHNA members to the Build Lincoln Higher Maroon and Gold Gala on February 28th, 2026. This event will raise money for Lincoln High School.
     Sue Huppert advised members about painting addresses on street curbs A painter has agreed to paint the curbs for $20. This would require a change in the City of Des Moines policy of charging no more than $10 to paint curb.
     President Davis informed members of the Board’s decision to see how the Brody tennis Courts work as a replacement for the Harmon Park tennis courts that were removed. This will be a trial and be reviewed in April 2026.
     City officials in attendance were Lee Wheelock from Des Moines Parks and Recreation, and City Councilmen Josh Mandelbaum, Carl Voss, and Mike Simonson. Councilman Josh Mandelbaum reported that a clean-energy company, Ampacity, has built a facility on the southside, and Waldinger Corporation has remodeled their building to include clean energy features. He also said he would like to have a third fire station on the south side. Carl Voss discussed the passage of the Des Moines School Bond, which received over 70 percent of the vote.  He felt this will improve home sales and increase tax revenues in the city.  Mike Simonson addressed what is involved in zoning requests and business requirements to expand.  All Councilmen addressed several questions and concerns from neighbors. 
QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS BY SWHNA NEIGHBORS
There was concern about a bar going in on SW 9th Street in the old Tursi clothing store. This bar would be a block away from Park Avenue School. 
Some members wanted mosquito spraying reinstated in the City of Des Moines budget. City Council responded that the city was treating the waterways instead of spraying.
A neighbor was concerned that a restaurant located at Fleur Drive and Stanton Avenue was dumping grease behind their building.
Someone asked whether the airport was planning to add additional gates near Fleur Drive.
There was also concern that many large trucks are taking dirt from the airport down McKinley Avenue and then down Fleur Drive, which might ruin the recently resurfaced roads.
A member was disappointed that the Wakonda Club had set up screens that blocked the view of the golf course.
The councilmen discussed budget cuts and encouraged SWHNA neighbors to attend budget hearings and ask questions.  Attendance is very important,
A member asked why it takes so long to have a building permit approved.
President Davis concluded the meeting at 7:56 pm by saying that we have great neighbors and a great neighborhood.
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