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NEW PRICE
Laurenson Lake - Rocky Heights Rd - $95,000 - road access

Winnipeg River - Villeneuve Road - $430,000 - road access

LOTW - Lot 2 Moore Bay - $399,000 - water access

LOTW - Lot 1 Moore Bay - $2,400,000 - water access

CABINS 2,3,4 & 8 - SOLD
Lake of the Woods - Moore Bay Condo Cabins - $75,000-$299,000 - water access

Otter Lake - Otter Lake - $92,000 - water access

Winnipeg River - First West Bay - $525,000 - road access

Black Sturgeon - North East Bay - $249,900 - water access Close to Longbow Lake - Parkland Rd - $490,000 - road access

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Hilly Lake - Hilly Lake Road - $425,000 - road access

LOTW - Sioux Narrows - $340,000 - road access

LOTW - Devil’s Gap - $465,000 - water access

LOTW - Lots 7, 13-16 Moore Bay - $750,000 - water access

LOTW - Sioux Narrows - $1,200,000 - road access

NEW LISTING
LOTW - Bigstone Bay Road - $210,000 - road access

Winnipeg River - Darlington Drive - $649,000 - road access

NEW LISTING
Schnarr Lake - Schnarr Lake Road - $109,500 - road access

WE CAN SHOW YOU ANY PROPERTY IN THE KENORA/LOTW AREA REGARDLESS OF WHO IT IS LISTED WITH.
PLEASE GIVE US A CALL! YOUR “GO TO” COTTAGE PROFESSIONALS... WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE!
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One lonely boat in its slip
at the marina in the spring,
waiting for the summer
cottage season to begin. It’s
the same every year, watching
the ice disappear off the lake
and figuring out the perfect
time to “dump the boat”. It
only feels like I just pulled it,
which last year was midNovember. That day felt good
too as I stopped waking up
in the middle of the night
wondering if my boat would
be encased in ice the next day.
We are all entering another
interesting cottage season.
The cottage season is
always thought of as the
busy or crazy season for
local contractors. But 2021
might be the year it is a little
different. Covid is still here
and not leaving any time soon.
The next impactful situation
of this upcoming cottage
season is price increases and

material shortages. Covid has
presented us a perfect time
to focus on things close to
home including upgrades at
the cottage. But we might not
be able to do it all.
It has created a situation
that will mean all projects
will cost much more than a
year ago. It means that to
build you must do it smart,
put together your team of
contractors you’ll need to
get it done and if you know
you need something simply
buy it, because in a short
matter of time it might go up
in price or not be available
at all. I have been stockpiling
material since March for
projects this summer, so I
can keep working and keep
material costs down.
On the flip side, this might
also mean a summer season
all those projects are put to
the side and it becomes a
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year you really get to enjoy
your time at the cottage.
Friends won’t be scared to
come around because you
won’t be plying them with
a weekend at the cottage to
get them to do work. It will
be a time you can take stock
of your cottage, make lists of
what you want done and call
the contractors you might
need to create your team
when you and your budget
are ready to get it done.
I hope you enjoy the spring
edition of Cottage Guide—
something to read while
enjoying the cottage and a onestop shop of Lake of the Woods
region-based contractors and
service providers for your next
project.
Rick Brignall
Publisher/Editor
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Master Electrician/Owner
Bob’s Electric
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on the blade. A larger gullet allows
for faster stock removal. A smaller
gullet prevents too-fast feed rate.
Tooth angle (or hook) refers to the
angle of the tooth in relation to the
centre line of the blade. Positive hook
angle means the teeth lean forward
to a set degree. They will yield a very
aggressive cut and fast feed rate. Negative
hook angle means the teeth are angled
back, opposite the direction of the blade
rotation. This is for a finer cut on a table saw.
Tooth configuration is the shape of the blade
teeth. Flat Top (FT) configuration is optimal for
ripping wood. Alternative Top Bevel (ATB) means
the blade teeth alternate between right and left
hand bevel. This configuration yields a smoother cut
when crosscutting natural woods and plywood. This forms
a knife-like edge on either side of the blade and makes a
cleaner cut.

The finer points on
circular blades
by Rick Brignall

Circular saw blades are commonly used in table saws, mitre
saws and, of course, handheld circular saws. Each has its own
purpose during the building process. Users will need to pick
the right blade for a given application. The wrong blade can
tear up your materials or make the job so much harder. But,
people don’t need a large variety of blades, just a few select
types that become your go-to blades.
Picking the right blade depends on the material being cut, its
depth and direction of the wood grain. Blade characteristics
include number of teeth, gullet width, tooth angle, tooth
configuration and kerf width.
There are three general types of blades – crosscut, rip-cut and
combination. Crosscut blades are designed for cutting lumber
across the grain. Rip-cut blades are designed for ripping
along the grain of wood. Combination blades have the best
characteristics of both blades combined.
The more teeth your blade has, the finer the finish cut. Blades
with fewer teeth create more tear out and splinters. Cutting
2X4’s while framing, speed is important and you don’t care
about a fine finish, while plywood or trim is all about the fine
cut.
The blade gullet width refers to the space between each tooth
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Combined teeth (Combo) are designed for both crosscut and
ripping. Each blade uses a combination of ATB and FT teeth,
with a large gullet between those teeth groupings.
Rip blades have a smaller number of teeth and larger gullet,
which means there’s more room to remove the shavings and
debris. They cut fast and rough. Finer cuts use a crosscut
blade with more teeth and a shorter gullet.
The width of the “kerf”, the slot the blade cuts in the material,
is another important consideration. Many blades are available
in both full-kerf and thin-kerf varieties. Large kerf blades are
for larger saws. They have the power to make them cut easily.
Most people will want a thin kerf blade because the blade has
to remove less material at an appropriate feed rate without
the risk of bogging down the cut.
Other types of blades include a masonry cutting blade, which
are completely smooth edged with no teeth. Metal cutting
blades combine a wood saw blade like teeth and a cut-off
wheel with masonry.

Expansion Slots
Expansion slots allow the
blade to expand and contract
slightly without throwing the
blade out of turn. They are
designed to disperse heat
and reduce blade vibration.

Blade Quick
Reference Guide
16 to 24 teeth – framing
32 to 50 teeth – all purpose
60 to 80 teeth – finish cuts
100 to 140 teeth – finer finish
cuts and cabinetry

Need to cut a hole

Cutting tips
• Only apply light pressure
when cutting.

There is a hole saw for every application
by Rick Brignall
Sometimes you find yourself needing to create a hole. A
nice clean hole, made without much if any damage to the
material you are cutting into. Luckily, there are hole saws
in different sizes and construction styles to cut through
different materials

• Lift frequently to clean
away materials and cool
the teeth.
• The harder the material,
the slower the speed.
Bi-metal bit

Carbon steel hole saws are considered for general-purpose
uses. They are usually the cheapest to buy, wear fast and
are easily damaged, but will work in light duty applications.
They should only be used in soft materials like wood.
Bi-Metal hole saws are the most used hole saw in the
construction industry. High carbon steel makes up their
body and the teeth are high-speed steel. They provide both
flexibility and durability. Bi-Metal hole saws will get the
job done on most types of timber and sheet wood, but not
designed for engineered woods like MDF or metal.

Carbide bit

Carbide-tipped hole saws are great for sheet metal and
engineered wood. They are manufactured to be extra
robust and can withstand the higher temperatures
generated by cutting though a range of metals such
as steel. These conditions can degrade other products
relatively quickly.
Hole cutters manufactured for use on glass and ceramics
will often feature gulleted or square teeth, set further
apart then you’d typically find on a bi-metal hole saw. This
delivers more brute power to these harder or more abrasive
cutting surfaces, at the cost of a somewhat less neat hole.
An alternative configuration of hole cutter designed for
use on ceramic tile, porcelain, glass and masonry is the
toothless or ‘coated’ hole saw. Rather than having jagged or
crenellated teeth protruding from the cutting edges, these
types of hole saws feature a flat rim that’s coated with a
hard, abrasive material such as diamond or carbide. They
allow for neater, finer, speeder cuts to be made in very hard
or dense materials with less risk of chipping and breaking.
They may sometimes require some form of water-cooling
to be applied in use, as the increased friction area can
generate excessively high temperatures.
Regular hole saws are driven by a variable speed drill, while
a hammer drill is needed for drilling holes into concrete.
The teeth on most masonry hole saws (often referred to
as a core drill bit) will be more widely spaced and often
have diamond-tipped teeth for extra hardness and cutting
power. This wide spacing makes it easier for material to fall
away from the hole saw edge, helping to prevent clogging
and binding.
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Core bit

Diamond bit

Gulleted diamond bit

• Use an auxiliary handle:
Although you’ll often use
a hole saw in a hand-held
drill, sawing large holes is
a tough job, so use your
most powerful drill. Besides
power, the drill should have
an auxiliary handle, as hole
saws don’t act like drill
bits. They have a tendency
to “catch,” giving your
wrist a nasty twist. It can
even yank the drill right
out of your hand while
the spinning drill handle
crashes into anything in its
path. An auxiliary handle
lessens the chance of losing
your grip.
• Cut from both sides:
When possible, drill from
both sides. This does
two things. First, it helps
prevent blowout. Second,
you don’t end up with the
cutout plug stuck in the
hole cylinder. Start cutting
from one side, stopping
as soon as the pilot bit
comes out the other side.
Next, insert the pilot bit
in the hole on the other
side of the workpiece and
finish the cut with the hole
saw.
• Avoid cheap hole saw kits:
A cheap kit might seem
like a great deal, but you
get what you pay for. The
hole saw teeth dull very
quickly and the saws are
often shallow, limiting the
thickness of the material
you can drill through.

Building Dreams That Last

Solid Construction Inc.
807-466-1111

www.solidconstruction.ca

Located in Kenora and serving NW Ontario
• Residential Services & Construction
• Commercial Services & Construction
• Concrete Pumping Services
• Crane & Equipment Services

Wood blade

Carbide blade

Demolition blade

Multi TPI blade

The right reciprocating saw blade for the job
by Rick Brignall
The reciprocating saw is one of the most versatile tools
available, Part of that versatility comes from the vast array of
blades available for cutting through a wide range of materials.
When picking out the best blade for your application, you need
to consider important blade characteristics including blade
material, length, width, thickness and teeth-per-inch (TPI).
Materials
High Carbon Steel blades are the most inexpensive type and
most common. They are the softest of the blade materials and
tend to be more flexible to allow bending without breaking.
Good for soft woods, particleboards and plastic. Will quickly
dull when used on metal or hard woods.
High-Speed Steel blades are subject to a tempering process
that makes them more heat resistant and durable. They
should last up to 5X longer than carbon steel. But, that
hardness makes then less flexible and more prone to breaking
when bent.
Bi-Metal blades combine a high carbon steel body for
flexibility and break resistance and high-speed steel teeth for
heat resistance, hardness and durability. They last up to 10X
longer than a carbon steel blade. They are the most popular
type of blade.
Carbide-tipped blades are also bi-metal but with a carbide tip
at the end of each tooth. Extremely hard, heat resistant and
impact resistant. They have a 20X cutting life of a bi-metal
blade. These blades are great for demolition.
Carbide or Diamond Grit blades don’t have teeth like a
traditional blade. They have an abrasive strip that is used for
cutting dense materials such as ceramic tile, cement, brick,
stone and other hard materials like cast iron and fiberglass.
Length
Short Blades are rigid and more aggressive. That rigidness
gives you a straighter, more square cut, making them ideal for
plunge cutting, copper pipe and thinner materials.
Longer blades are more flexible and can dissipate more heat
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since they have more surface area. This flexibility allows you
to bend the blade when a flush cut is required.
If the blade is too long, the end can wobble. This causes
intense vibration, slowing down your cut and can ultimately
damage your work and lead to a bent blade.
Width and Shape
Wide blades offer more stability. They resist bending and
vibration to provide strength and allow more aggressive
cuts. Lower width blades provide more flexibility for general
purpose or finer cuts.
Thickness
Thick blades, 0.050 to 0.062, are more desirable as they resist
bending and vibration – not for fine cutting or if flexibility is
required. General-purpose blades, 0.035, are suitable for more
applications. More flexible, provide a faster cut and cost less.
Teeth-per-Inch (TPI)
Blades range from 3 to 24
TPI. The number of TPI
determines the cut speed
and roughness of the cut.
Lower TPIs cut fast but
leave rough edges. 3 to 11
TPI are best for wood and
demolition.
Blades with a high TPI
remove smaller amounts
of material with each
pass. Therefore they cut
slower and leave a much
smoother edge. 12 to 18
TPI are for metal and fine
woodcuts. 18 to 24 are for
metal cutting, as wood
would clog the smaller
teeth.

Pro tips
• The blade’s cutting edge
must be harder than the
material you are cutting.
• Always keep three teeth
in contact with the
material being cut. This
reduces snagging, keeps
the cut smooth and helps
you maintain control of
the cut.
• Blade length should
always be 2”–3” greater
than the width of the
material you are cutting.
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Carl Hendrickson
Mike Hendrickson

807-468-7767
cghendrickson@shaw.ca

• Servicing all makeS
of Stern drive and
outboardS
• boat topS &
upholStery
• fiberglaSS repair
• inSurance work
• mobile Service
• boat Storage
• boat reStoration

Ken Cavanagh
Over 30 years marine experience

807-543-4246

Fireplaces
Natural & Cultured Stone
Custom Tile Showers

KenCavanagh@bellnet.Ca

5005 aCres West, hWy 17 W, KenOra

BRICK | BLOCK | CONCRETE | RESTORATION

Selling or Buying?
Let me assist you in your home or
cottage purchase or sale. I have a
boat to provide you with viewings
on Lake of the Woods.

DEL BURTON
BROKER

LET US DO THE HARD WORK FOR YOU!
• Certified Septic Fields / Holding Tanks
• Road Construction incl. Chip-sealing

Del Burton | 807-466-7399 | dburton.remax@shaw.ca

• Roadside Brush Clearing & Shoulder
Maintenance
• Contract Hauling with Tandem & Tri Axles
• Excavating & Skidsteer Work
• Sand, Crushed Granite & Black Earth Sales
• Winter Services (hauling, plowing, sanding,
culvert steaming)

Call for a free estimate

807-219-1191

FIREWOOD FOR SALE – 807-467-1742
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Spotlight Cottage
Photos by Deborah Cruikshank
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Building a cottage is a team sport. The general contractor
brings together the various sub-trades and they must
work together to build a cottage. And, it’s not just about
the finished product. They need to work together to stay
on budget and keep to the timeline. With cottages, it is
also about bringing together a group of professionals who
understand cottage building. Here is the general contractor
and his team of sub-trades that put together this cottage.

LOCAL CONTRACTORS
Custom Drilling - Jake Carrow - General Contractor
Kipper Mechanical
SJW Services - Sam Whiting - Electrical
Albert Boucher - Solar
Three Lions Masonry
Kyle Jones - Roofing
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ONLINE SHOPPING NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.SmOKEfIRE.CA

BARBECUES & FIREPLACES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grilling Accessories
Pizza Ovens
Sauces & Seasonings
Lodge Cast Iron
Coolers & Drinkware
Home & Kitchen Collections
Gift Certificates

Assembly, Delivery & Installation Options Available

807.467.3338 | 1080 RAILWAY ST
visit us online for store hours

Authorized
deAler for

@smokeandfirekenora

BARGING ON THE LAKE
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DRILLING PIPE DOCKS &
FOUNDATIONS
DELIVERY OF BULK
PROPANE, GAS, DIESEL

Office: 807-468-6375
Shan: 807-407-4329
lotwfreight@outlook.com

Heating
Plumbing
& Air Conditioning
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

See the
Service Directory
at the back of
the magazine.

New construction
Renovations & repairs
Fully licensed, insured & certified
Natural gas, propane & oil
Local Rinnai Dealer

807-407-5610
garfield@garfieldshvac.com
Garfield’s Heating and Air Conditioning Inc.
RR#2 RMB#47, Kenora, ON P9N 3W8

. Landscaping . Excavation . Roads
. Culverts . Weeping Tile . Septic Fields
. Sewer & Water . Sand & Gravel
. Snow Plowing and Removal
. Cottage Demolition
dandesmit77@gmail.com

21 Sweeney Road, Kenora, ON P9N 0G1
Call Dan
Office/Fax: 807-468-4830
Cell 807-467-7774
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Debunking dock building rules
Know — and follow — the rules for your dock and shoreline projects
by Leanne Fournier

It doesn’t get much better than stretching out on the
dock in a comfortable lounger, favourite beverage and/
or book in hand after a day of adventures on the lake. The
task of hauling the day’s cargo down to the dock — snacks,
sunscreen, possibly bait, gear, and various humans — and
loading it all into the boat is eased by the memories that were
made and the spectacular glow of the setting sun.
For many for us, lake life begins at the dock. But getting
one in the water isn’t always easy. Labour and costs aside,
understanding the rules for what you’re allowed to build and
when permits are required is a lot of work!
Lindsay Boychuk, Lake of the Woods Timberworks, has seen
many different situations related to docks on Lake of the
Woods during the 20 years the family-owned business has
been building custom timber frame and log cottages and
homes in the region. “We do our best to guide our clients with
the information we have,” said Boychuk. “The idea of build
now, ask for forgiveness later is never good. Once something is
erected, even if it’s on floats, it can be costly to remove or can
cause hard feelings.”
In Boychuck’s experience, the most common problems are
related to water frontage and lot lines. While neighbours
generally have to resolve such issues themselves, there are
steps we can all take to stay within the rules.
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In writing this article, it became clear how confusing it all is
and, like it or not, the importance of reading the fine print of
municipal zoning bylaws (if they apply to you) and the Public
Lands Act (PLA) which may also apply. Tip: Once you’re in
these documents on your computer, select “Edit – Find” and
type in docks or boathouses (or whatever you’re searching) to
speed things up.
Municipalities
If you are within one of the municipalities, say the City of
Kenora or Township of Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls, check in
with the municipality to ensure that what you’re building
complies with any Bylaws and to obtain the required building
permits or consent prior to proceeding. But, depending on
what you’re building, you might also get redirected to the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) who, when
asked, responded that, “PLA Legislation and Regulations may
apply to shoreline activities within municipal boundaries.”
Kenora
Section 1.10 of the City of Kenora Zoning Bylaw 101-2015
states that applications for building permits are required, per
the Ontario Building Code Act and Ontario Building Code.
It’s worth a review of the Bylaw and a chat with someone in

the Planning Division to be sure your project stays on track.
Section 3.34, Uses Permitted in All Zones, covers a full list of
requirements specific to setbacks and more for the allowable
accessory buildings or structures that are erected on a lot
that abuts a navigable waterway. Those allowed include
boathouses (except in the Black Sturgeon Lake Restricted
Development Area Zone), boat ports, saunas, gazebos/
picnic shelters, storage buildings, pump houses, docks, and
shoreline decks). It states:
• The accessory building or structure shall not exceed 80
m2 [80 square metres] in size.

• Docks shall not exceed 80 m2, measured independently
of any other accessory building, use, or structure
permitted in this section.
Black Sturgeon Lake Restricted Development Zone has
separate zone regulations (see 4.18 of the Bylaw) that states:
Shoreline disturbance for any land on Black Sturgeon Lake
shall be restricted to a maximum of 25% of the lot frontage.
This applies to, but is not limited to, all structures, removal of
vegetation, pathways, decks and docks.
Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls
Zoning Bylaw #279 for the Township of Sioux Narrows-Nestor
Falls outlines requirements for waterfront structures in the
municipality. Building permits are required for all accessory
use structures occupying an area greater than 10 square
metres or that include any plumbing. It is important to note
that even if a structure does not require a building permit, it
still must conform to the requirements set forth in the zoning
bylaw.
Cullen Robb, Building Official with the Township said, “Some
of the main issues we see with proposed building permit
applications are related to setback distances and maximum
sizes for boathouses.” The minimum side yard setback
requirement for accessory structures is three metres. This
setback also pertains to the projected side yard setback
out onto the water so that the structure does not obstruct
the neighbour’s view out front of their property. Even if a
building permit is not required the three metre setback still
must be met.
Boathouses can’t exceed 185 square meters. In most cases,
they also can’t be any higher than 4.5 metres. Boathouses
can only be one story but there are many grandfathered
exceptions. “For proposed structures on the second storey
of a boathouse it’s best to reference MNRF guidelines and
contact their office since we would look for their approval in
these situations,” said Robb.

DTL CARPENTRY

• Only one of a boathouse or boat port is permitted per
lot that can’t be larger than 83 m2 in area, measured
independently of any other accessory building, use, or
structure permitted in this section.

He adds that if a property owner wants to rebuild a
grandfathered waterfront structure and it’s on the same
footprint, it’s allowed.
“When in doubt, call the Township and you’ll be directed to
who you should talk to,” he said.
Unincorporated areas
Then, there’s the vast unincorporated areas that encompass
Crown land and shore lands, where you’ll need to consult the
MNRF and PLA for most projects.
MNRF staff can advise on the specific information required
in submitting a work permit application, along with clarifying
MNRF regulations such as the need for the dock to be
positioned within the owner’s property frontage. Staff may
inform you to contact other agencies, such as the Federal
Department of Fisheries and Oceans and/or Transport Canada
so they can assess the project and determine additional
impacts and permitting requirements.
The MNRF shared that, “In Ontario, the beds of most
water bodies are Crown land. Use of these lands, as well as
shorelands, is regulated under the PLA with some exceptions,
including Provincial Parks and conservation reserves.
Shorelands are defined as lands covered or seasonally
inundated by the water of a lake, river, stream or pond.”
A PLA work permit is required if you construct or place a
structures or a combination of structures that are in physical
contact with more than 15 square meters of shore lands. This
type of structure, along with other prescribed structures, may
also require occupational authority to occupy Public land.
Occupational authority means that the MNRF has issued land
tenure under the Public Lands Act in the form of either a Land
Use Permit, Crown Lease, license of occupation or easement
to permit the occupation of public land.
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Ontario Regulation 161/17 under the Public Lands Act,
identifies the types of buildings, structures and things that
maybe erected, placed or used on Public Lands, without
obtaining occupational authority, provided that the
conditions are met for the prescribed activity. These include
docks, boat ramps, boat lifts, or any shade structure such as
gazebos, canopies and pergolas and single-story boat house.
A PLA work permit is not required if you construct or place
structures that are in physical contact with 15 square meters
or less of the shore lands fronting your property (e.g. docks,
single-storey boathouses).
Only single level boathouses intended purely for boat storage
are allowed on Ontario lakes. If you see a two-storey enclosed
boathouse on a shoreline, it’s likely been grandfathered.
Section 21.1 of the PLA outlines more details and indicates
that a gazebo, canopy or pergola is allowed but not for
overnight accommodation.
There are many other permit requirements related to
shoreline activities available at ontario.ca/page/crown-landwork-permits#section-2.
The MNRF states, “It is the client’s responsibility to ensure
they have obtained the necessary authorizations and permits
to undertake the activity. If they are unsure, they should seek
clarification from the local MNRF office.”
Restricted areas
In addition to the above, there are further restrictions on
shoreline development within the Clearwater Bay and Shoal
Lake Restricted Areas. All new shoreline structures in these
areas require an MNRF work permit and are subject to the
following restrictions:
• Any dock, boat port or boathouse erected in front of a lot
shall be erected no closer than five metres to the side lot
line.
• Dock, boat port and/or boathouse proposals that impact
upon an identified value such as critical fish habitats i.e.
spawning ground, nursery area or waterfowl staging area
or occupy more than 25 per cent of the shoreline area
will not be approved.
• Only one boathouse or boat port may be allowed for each
lot and no living accommodation or pressurized water
systems will be permitted in the boathouse. Only single
storey, low profile boathouses will be permitted. The
Ministry may consider the replacement of existing two
storey boathouses. Replacement of existing two storey
boathouses will be subject to proper authorization by
Crown lease.
• One screened-in structure (not to exceed 24 square
metres in size) may be placed on a dock or boathouse,
subject to authorization by land use permit. Pressurized
water systems are not permitted.
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Steps to help avoid trouble
Within municipalities

If unincorporated

• Check in with your
municipal planners and
municipal bylaws

• Read the Public Lands
Act

• Read the Public Lands
Act (if needed)
• Apply for your work
permit
• Check again

• Check in with the local
MNRF
• Apply for necessary
permits
• Check again
• Build

• Build

It’s a lot to navigate
During their builds, the Timberworks crew do their best to
avoid situations that may cause trouble down the road for
their clients. Sometimes this means they have to say no when
property owners want to push the limits. “The whole reason
you’re here is the beauty of the lake. We all want to maintain
and respect it and have a sense of community,” said Boychuk.
She adds, “Although property owners are ultimately
responsible, as builders we need to care about making the
lake sustainable and having as little impact as possible. The
rules are there for a reason.”

Seek answers from the get-go
City of Kenora
807-467-2000
kenora.ca
City of Kenora Zoning Bylaw: kenora.ca/en/build-invest/
resources/Documents/city-of-kenora-zoning-by-law-1012015-and-schedule-a.pdf
City of Kenora properties/Docks: kenora.ca/en/buildinvest/docks.aspx
Township of Sioux Narrows-Nestor Falls
807-226-5241
snnf.ca
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw: snnf.ca/wp-content/
uploads/ZoningBy-LawNo.279.pdf
Permit and Application Bylaws: snnf.ca/town-hall/
development/
Unincorporated
807-468-2501
Ontario Reg. 161/17 Occupation Of Public Lands Under
Section 21.1 of the Act: ontario.ca/laws/regulation/170161
Crown land work permits: ontario.ca/page/crown-landwork-permits

1 Willow Drive
Falcon Lake, MB R0E 0N0

Your Project Is Our Passion

E: info@lumberone.ca
W: www.lumberone.ca
TF: 1-866-325-2661
P: 204-349-2294

We bought a cottage! Now what?
Our insider’s guide to dos and don’ts
by Shel Zolkewich
There’s a moral to this story so bear with me, dear readers.
The key slid into the padlock on the gate and with one turn, we were the official new owners
of the property. It was September 15 and our vehicle was packed with fresh linens, patio
lights, a cooler of good eats and a brand new book to crack open on that first weekend. Our
excitement was so complete that we needed to share, so we organized a party for three days
hence, inviting friends and family to check out the new place.
During the time between, we cracked open the
refrigerator to find it was sparkling clean,
cool and sweet smelling. The red shag
carpet in the main room gave way
to gleaming hardwoods beneath.
Evenings welcomed cross breezes
through windows and doors
that opened and closed without
issue.
On the morning of the party,
after setting up chairs and
whipping up a batch of spinach
dip, I hopped into the shower.
But something was wrong.
The tub was filling up, not
draining. A quick investigation
revealed the sinks were also
uncooperative and worst of
all, the toilet had stopped
flushing. With dozens on
folks en route, this was
indeed a moment for
panic.
The next several hours
included frantic calls to
my brother-in-law who
arrived with a 50-foot
plumbing snake in hand.
Then my dad showed up with
75 years of plumbing know-how
in his back pocket. I inquired about
renting a portable toilet while holding
MARK SAUNDERS
a bucket under a sewage pipe as a giant
nut was loosened—all this underneath the cottage. I
tied my hair back and stuck my head in the holding tank, straining to hear the
tap-tap-tap of the snake busting through, but no luck. In the end, it was 15 minutes of full-out
plunging that released the toilet. And all was well.
The moral? When you buy a cottage, get to know your plumbing system — every twist and
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A thorough understanding of all the not-so-glamorous parts of cottage ownership
can be invaluable in avoiding costly mistakes.

turn, every like and dislike. We had been in the habit of not
flushing so much in the city house. The cottage system needs
lots and lots of movement to keep it party ready.
It’s nuggets of knowledge that new cottage owners need to
keep the peace and the place free from disaster. We turned to
a duo of Lake of the Woods realtors for their best tips.
“Get to know your neighbours,” says Graham Chaze of Cabin
Country Realty. “Introduce yourself. Be kind. And give them
a heads up if you plan on hosting any big parties so you can
expect the same in return.”
Chaze took over the real estate business in 2017 and loves
getting on the water and exploring the region with his family.
Because the lakes play such a big role in nearly every LOTW
cottage, he said getting water knowledge is critical.
“Get to know the water depth and hazards around your dock,”
he added. “It helps to keep swimmers safe and lets visitors
know about the safest approach and best place to dock their
boats.”
He also cautioned new cottage owners to use a light hand
when removing trees and vegetation. “You may want to
improve the view or remove hazardous trees, but over
time you may wish you kept more trees for your privacy or
protection from the sun and wind,” he said.
Shelley Torrie of Shelley Torrie Home & Cottage Realty, based
in Keewatin, echoes many of Chaze’s sentiments.
“Everyone is anxious to get out on the water and explore,

• FuLL cYcLE bookkEEPiNg
• ExPEriENcE sErviNg
coNsTrucTioN comPANiEs
AND TrADEs
• EAsY, EFFiciENT, EFFEcTivE
commuNicATioN

SHARI@SHARILAINEMILLS.COM

and they should be, “ she said. “But make sure you do your
homework. Have a boaters’ license and get your hands on
relevant lake charts. Preplan your adventures so it’s enjoyable
for everyone.
She also said a thorough understanding of all the not-soglamorous parts of cottage ownership can be invaluable in
avoiding costly mistakes. “Know where your property lines
are, where your water line is, the location of the septic tank
and field, when it was last pumped out and what the rules are
concerning further development,” she added.
To help the process, she insists on a transfer of knowledge
session where seller and buyer discuss all the idiosyncrasies
of the property. “A realtor can only pass on so much
information, but those little points that the owner knows
about are golden for the new owners.”
Both realtors agree that the one thing new cottage owners
shouldn’t tackle right away is a major renovation.
“Get to know your buildings and property first then make
your plans and line up your sub-trades or general contractor
for the following year,” Chaze said. “Renovations at the lake
typically take longer to complete and you don’t want to spend
your first season without enjoying the lake.”
Torrie agrees. “Spend some time getting a sense of the
property. Enjoy what you have and see how it all works,” she
said. “And keep in mind the whole point of a cottage is to
unwind and regroup and allow yourself the time to sit on the
dock and appreciate the beauty.”

• Quickbooks oNLiNE AND
DEskToP Pro ADvisor
• sPEciALiziNg iN sTArT uPs &
sET uP
• FiNANciAL sTrATEgic
PLANNiNg

807.407. 4161
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H Small Town Hockey Glory

H

Kenora boys Gallagher, Ward and McVeigh, playing at hockey’s highest level in the 1930s
by Rick Brignall

Breaking into the National Hockey League has never been an
easy task. It seems almost impossible for a young boy coming
from a small town to even come close to making it. Only a few
players ever do.
There were roughly ten teams in the NHL in the late 1920’s
and early 1930’s and only 120 positions available – usually 12
players per team. Making it to this level meant you were the
best of the best.
Small town Kenora was a hockey haven and had a large
number of players playing professionally across North
America. By 1930 Kenora boosted three residents playing full
time in the NHL — Charlie McVeigh was with the New York
Americans and Jimmy Ward and Johnny Gallagher were found
in the Montreal Maroons line-up..

Johnny Gallagher
Johnny Gallagher was
always looked at as a
future star. He started
playing for the Kenora
Thistles junior club
in 1925 and became
their backbone by
the 1927-28 season
when he led them to
the Western Canadian
championships.
Gallagher was an
offensive defenseman
who could play a
superior game at
both ends of the ice. He was given a chance to show off his
offensive touch in his last season with the Thistles in 1928-29.
He was moved from the rearguard up to the face-off circle. He
would never be left off the score sheet, which made him a fan
favorite in Kenora.
He would leave the friendly confines of the Thistles rink
before the start of the 1929-30 season, as be went east to
play hockey in Montreal. Johnny played senior hockey with
the Montreal Amateur Athletic Association (AAA). The AAAs
won the Allan Cup championship and Gallagher became a hot
product for NHL managers.
Toronto Maple Leafs manager Conn Smythe called Gallagher
the best amateur player in Canada and promptly signed him.
But could the Maple Leafs sign Gallagher — the Montreal
Maroons thought otherwise.
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The Maroons stated that Gallagher was their property and the
Leafs did not own his rights. The two teams fought over his
playing rights, with Montreal eventually coming out on top.
For the next three seasons starting in the fall of 1930,
Gallagher would be a regular in the Maroons line-up. He was
traded to the Detroit Red Wings during the 1932-33 season.
It looked like Gallagher’s hockey career would be cut short in
1934 when he was in a car accident, but he battled his way
back to the NHL.
His comeback would start in the International Hockey League
(IHL) with the Windsor Bulldogs. He was in the minors to get
back into shape, and played in Canada due to issues at the
border.
By the 1935-36 season Gallagher continued to play in the IHL
with the Detroit Olympics, but gained the attention of the
NHL. Detroit traded him to the New York Americans where he
once again played in the NHL.
New York wouldn’t hold on to him long as Detroit acquired
him nine games into the 1936-37 season. He played with
the Pittsburgh Hornets for most of the season but would get
called up to the Red Wings by the end of the season. He made
the most of the situation and became an important part of
the Red Wings Stanley Cup victory.
Gallagher would finish his playing career in 1939 with the
New York Americans.
Johnny Gallagher was inducted into the Northwestern Ontario
Sports Hall of Fame.

Jimmy Ward
Jimmy Ward was a
household name in
Kenora and eventually
Montreal during most
of the 1920s and
1930s. The Victoria
Rink, where the great
Stanley Cup champion
Kenora Thistles played,
burnt down in 1915. It
was rebuilt after the
end of the First World
War and was called
Thistles Rink. Jimmy
would be the next
great player to wear

H

H

Hockey was a popular sport in Kenora and McVeigh became interested at
an early age. When the Kenora Thistles won the Stanley Cup
in January 1907 nine-year-old “Charley” was the team mascot.

the Thistles red and white and christen the newly built ice
surface.
Jimmy was the younger brother of Benny, a Thistles hockey
star in his own right. As Benny was making waves in the
junior crowd, Jimmy played midget and was looked on as the
next big thing in Kenora.
Jimmy showed his stuff in junior and easily made the
intermediate squad to play beside his older brother.
As the Thistles squad developed their overall talent they
would move from the intermediate rank to senior. Benny and
Jimmy were offensive threats when the Thistles entered the
Thunder Bay Senior League. Even though the Thistles didn’t
make the playoffs, both brothers were being noticed for their
superior play.
To the shock of Kenora hockey fans Jimmy was claimed by
the Fort William senior squad for the 1926-27 season. He
would take advantage of this move and become the star of
the Lakehead. He led Fort William all the way to the Allan Cup
finals, eventually losing the championship to a Toronto squad.
The Montreal Maroons gave Jimmy a shot at their line-up and
he easily cracked it. For the next eleven seasons he would be
a star in the National Hockey League with the Maroons. He
became one of their top goal scorers and a fan favourite.
Jimmy’s best season came in 1931-32 when he had 38 points
— 19 goals and 19 assists. In 532 NHL games he scored 147
goals and had 274 total points.
Career highlights include playing in two memorable All-Star
games — the Ace Bailey game and Howie Morenz game — and
a Stanley Cup victory in 1934-35.
At the same time Jimmy was starring in the east, brother
Benny would head west and star in the California Professional
League starting in 1927-28. He would be named league MVP
during his rookie season. He played professional hockey until
1936 and then returned to Kenora and coach the Thistles
junior squad.
As Jimmy and Benny played pro hockey, younger brother
George was with the Kenora Thistles junior squad. He showed
promise, eventually playing with the Montreal Royals, but
never reached the success of his older brothers.
As Jimmy’s career was winding down, he was traded to the
cross-town Montreal Canadians. After only one season, 193839, Jimmy was sent down to the Canadians farm team in New
Haven to become a player-coach. He walked away from the
game before the season ended.

H

H

H

After the war Jimmy caught the hockey bug and became a
part of the Pacific Coast Hockey League. From 1945 until
1950, he was in charge of the various teams playing in the
Portland area.
Jimmy’s son, Pete Ward, played nine seasons of professional
baseball, winning The Sporting News Rookie of the Year
Award honors in 1963 while playing for the Chicago White
Sox.
Jimmy Ward was inducted into the Northwestern Ontario
Sports Hall of Fame.

Charlie McVeigh
Charles Henry “Rabbit”
McVeigh was born
on March 29, 1898 in
Kenora, Ontario.
Hockey was a popular
sport in Kenora and
McVeigh became
interested at an early
age. When the Kenora
Thistles won the
Stanley Cup in January
1907 nine-year-old
“Charley” was the
team mascot.
As a teen, McVeigh played for the Thistles, travelling with
them to games in northwestern Ontario and Manitoba, and
his brother William played for the Kenora CPR Hockey team.
McVeigh played in the Northern Ontario Hockey Association
with the local Kenora Juniors and the Kenora Thistles.
Private Charles Henry McVeigh served in World War I with the
Canadian forces 16th Battalion,. He saw heavy fighting at the
Battle of Vimy Ridge in 1917 and was wounded once, and in
March 1918 Charles became ill with trench fever. He lost much
of his hearing in his right ear from his time in the war, but
that did not deter him from rejoining his passion for hockey
when he returned from the war.
McVeigh’ family had moved to Winnipeg while he was
overseas and he settled there after the war, working as a
yardman and playing senior hockey with the Winnipeg
Victorias. About a year later he moved to Moose Jaw to play
for the Maple Leafs and he boarded with a widow, Mrs. Annie
Upex. He married her daughter, 19-year-old Grace Lillian Upex,
on 28 November 1922 in Winnipeg.
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In the late stages of the Second World War, Jimmy Ward, former pro
player and current hockey organizer in Portland, Oregon, tries to
reignite hockey in the Pacific Coast Hockey League. With many men
still battling in the armed forces and not on the hockey rink, he digs
back into his past and recruits a group of young players from across

Canada, including from his hometown of Kenora, to fill the rosters.
They include Kenora players (in bold), back row l-r: Finn Campbell, Jim
Erskine, B. Morin, J.Ballard, Phil Dalgleish, Sugar Robertson and E.
Vigneau. Front row, l-r: Jimmy Ward, Phil Creed, Andre Bouvrette, Bill
Erwin, Johnny Milliard and Frank Richards.

McVeigh was one tough guy — “so tough” it was reported
that when he was a youngster in Winnipeg, he used to chew
tobacco and then roll it up and save it to smoke when dry.

one more year in Chicago before he was traded to the New
York Americans for Alex McKinnon. McVeigh played all three
forward positions on the top line for the Americans, though is
most often cited as a left-winger. McVeigh spent seven years
with the weak New York Americans club and was often its
most consistent player.

During the early ’20s, the young forward rejected the
National Hockey League (NHL) in favour of the Western
Canada Hockey League. McVeigh enjoyed four solid years
with the Regina Capitals of the WCHL, where he played with
the likes of Dick Irvin and George Hay. McVeigh scored 45
goals in 112 games, and was a 1923 WCHL all-star. McVeigh
played 1 season with the Portland Rosebuds after the
franchise relocated.
McVeigh was nicknamed Rabbit by Pete Muldoon of the
Portland Rosebuds in 1925 after an opponent charged him
at wildly, but the little forward hopped over the enemy and
moved in on goal. Muldoon declared then and there that
McVeigh was going to be called Rabbit. McVeigh was quite
small at 5’6” and 145 lbs.
McVeigh’s rights were transferred to the Chicago Black
Hawks after the NHL team purchased the Portland franchise
on May 15, 1926. In 1926-27, McVeigh scored 12 goals when
partnered with Cully Wilson and Mickey Mackay. Dick
Irvin, Mickey MacKay, George Hay and Rabbit McVeigh
were the cornerstone of the Chicago franchise. He played
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A star forward, the scrappy little fellow made a name for
himself as a rough-n-tumble player, who never minded how
big they came.
McVeigh had 172 points in 397 NHL games.
He retired in 1936 after playing a year in the IHL with the
London Tecumsehs.
After McVeigh retired, he went on to a career as an American
Hockey League (AHL) linesman, going on to serve as the AHL’s
referee in chief and then a National Hockey League (NHL)
linesman and referee from 1939 to 1945.
Lester Patrick was quoted saying about McVeigh: “He not only
had a dynamic personality and plenty of color but he gave the
best at all times and was a credit to the game.”
Charles ‘Rabbit’ McVeigh was inducted into the Northwestern
Ontario Sports Hall of Fame in 1993.

Happening at tHe Muse tHis spring and suMMer
At the LAke of the Woods MuseuM
Until May 22 — Colour with a U
A juried textile exhibition from the Canadian members of
Studio Art Quilts Associates with a focus on diversity.

May 15–29 — Kahnowiilyaa | Everyone by the
University of Manitoba Architectural students
An exhibition of models and drawings by students
addressing the issue of homelessness in Kenora through
an architectural lens.

June 1–July 24 — Raising the Curtain: 30 Years of
TryLight Theatre Co.
A collaborative exhibit of photographs, set pieces,
costumes, and more that provides visitors with highlights
of the local theatre company’s 30 years.

July 16–September 5 — The Gift of Art: Lake of the
Woods by Walter J. Phillips
The complete foundational collection of the Douglas
Family Art Centre with a few recent additions to Phillips’
Lake of the Woods oeuvre.

July 30–October 16 — Dakobinaawaswaan (baby in a
cradle board)
An exhibit of over 70 cradle boards from across North
America, on loan from Shirley Stevens and organized by
the Thunder Bay Art Gallery.

July 23–August 7 — Sioux Narrows Arts Festival 60th
Anniversary Exhibition
The works of some of the renowned artists who have
participated in this longstanding cultural event.

At the dougLAs fAMiLy Art Centre
May 7–July 24 — Phillips Interpreted by QA5 Quilters
QA5, a local art quilting group, has created over 25 textile
artworks inspired by the art of Walter J. Phillips. Their
works and Phillips’ will be featured in this exhibition.
May 8–July 10 — Red Chair Sessions by Nadya
Kwandibens
Indigenous photographer Nadya Kwandibens uses a
red chair to represent connection to the land
in her stunning and provocative portraits that are about
reclaiming Indigenous spaces/places and language.

July 31–Nov 27 — Beads of Truth by Ruth Cuthand
Featuring the artist’s quill and bead work of enlarged
microscopic views of some of the beautiful and yet
deadly viruses and bacteria that were “traded” to the
Indigenous people of Canada. Cuthand was recently
awarded the Governor General’s Award for Visual Arts.
September 12–December 24 — Somewhere in the Sky
by Nancy Bergman
An art quilt exhibition by local artist Nancy Bergman.
This selection of art quilts symbolizes the sky and its
mysteries during the 24 hours of a day.
For a variety of programming opportunities, whether it be speakers,
tours or art creation, please visit: themusekenora.ca for the most up-todate information or call the Museum at 807-467-2105 or the Art Centre
at 807-467-2201

The Land Family, photo by Carl Linde

Let the sun shine in
Solar tube skylights are the new way to wash
a cottage with natural light

Before

Solar tube skylight installation

Nothing compares to the feeling natural light gives when
beaming down through a skylight into a cottage living area.
Not even the finest electrical fixtures could come close to
duplicating it. But, skylights are a luxury many cottagers only
dream of installing. Now with the innovation of the solar tube
skylight cottagers can afford to harness the sun as a source of
lighting.
The traditional skylight unit itself is not expensive to buy. The
increased costs come during the installation and finishing
stages of the skylight. This is not generally considered a do-ityourself project. It takes a knowledgeable carpenter with an
understanding of proper roof flashing to create a water tight
and eye-pleasing installation. As the popular saying goes, “it’s
not ‘if’ the skylight leaks, but a matter of ‘when’.”
On the other hand a solar tube skylight is inexpensive to buy
and can be installed by a handy cottager in an afternoon.
They operate a little differently than a skylight cut into a
roof. Instead, a dome on the roof gathers sunlight, an ultra
reflective tube transports that sunlight into the house, and
then a diffuser spreads the light into a room. In the room

807-407-1631
ssclotw@gmail.com

After

the skylight looks like a big pot light fixture. The solar tube
skylight utilizes light not necessary in the direct path of the
tube and redirects it to provide optimal light from sunrise to
sunset.
There are six general steps to installing a tubular skylight.
You must choose the right location, cut out the ceiling and
roof holes, install the flashing, install the tube, install the roof
dome, and install the ceiling diffuser.
The tube fits between rafters and will install with no
structural modifications. The hole through the roof and dome
installation uses the same techniques as the installation of a
roof vent.
This style skylight is a perfect application for bathrooms,
hallways, laundry rooms, and entryways. The tube comes in
various lengths, bends, and circumferences to allow for most
installations. Locating a tubular skylight properly is key to
gathering the most light into your cottage. For best results
locate the dome on a south-facing roof.
Installing solar tube skylights is an inexpensive and innovative
way to welcome in the sun.

1023 Golf Course Rd
Kenora, ON P9N 4T1

SHAUN D. STEVENSON CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Specializing in Lake of the Woods island builds
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CONSTRUCTION – BUILDING CONTRACTORS

COVID construction issues
Supply issues and rising costs will be the talk of the 2021 summer building season
by Jim Chliboyko

When the container ship called the Ever Given blocked up the
Suez Canal back in March, it seemed like the most COVID era
metaphor ever. Evidently, because of the hold up, the world
was about to ground to a halt.
For the construction industry, perhaps the emergence of
COVID-19 has acted as a type of Ever Given of its own, blocking
a myriad of projects, from DIY renovations and residential/
cottage construction to larger infrastructure projects. In
addition to all the death and chaos it has caused, COVID, in
combination with a handful of other factors, has essentially
thrown timelines and budgets out the window for the last
year. Some of it is because of demand; some of it is because
of supply. There have been massive supply chain disruptions,
instability and unpredictability of the market. It’s also been
reported that there have been or will be shortages of electrical
components, concrete, lumber, doors, windows, pipes and
drywall, among other things.
While some may assume that the pandemic has made
things better or more profitable for lumber stores and other
suppliers, the situation has become stressful for them as well.
“Absolutely disastrous,” predicts John McCord of Westburne
Electrical in Kenora, regarding keeping supplied this summer.
“I’ll give you an example. The most popular electrical panel
we sell, it’s a 200-amp 40/80 circuits; our branch alone has 45
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in back order. That’s nothing. Normally, we’d have these on
the back shelf. The last time I looked, the manufacturer was
minus 12,500 and some.”
And it’s not that the panels are coming from far away, either.
Says McCord, “There’s not one in Canada; they’re built in
Montreal.”
Talk to McCord for awhile and you start to understand
the depth of the supply problem. In some cases, there are
shortages of basic elements, like resin, that the manufacturers
themselves are having difficulty acquiring in order to actually
make the products that other suppliers like McCord count on.
“For wire, if I ordered it today, it wouldn’t start getting built
for 18 weeks,” he said. “Every supplier is limiting us in what
we are allowed to buy. They are controlling the amount we are
allowed to buy. My competition is in the exact same boat.”
Costs for other construction materials — concrete and wood,
for instance — have also seen major increases. The CBC quoted
the head of the Canadian Home Builders’ Association last
year as saying the record high prices for lumber products
would easily add $30,000 to the price of building a 2,500 ft2
home. Depending on where you are in the country, the price
for wood has doubled or even tripled. Some reports say it has
quadrupled in some areas.

CONSTRUCTION – BUILDING CONTRACTORS
As illustrated by an April Globe and Mail headline, renovators
are facing some serious financial challenges: “We could have a
car or deck; soaring lumber prices drive up home renovation
costs.”
“There’s a short supply of plywood and OSB (oriented strand
board),” said Greg Nichol of Lumber One in Falcon Lake,
Manitoba, which serves its fair share of cottagers. “Because of
the lack, they aren’t going to be able to build those homes. In
the 3rd quarter, we may see some relaxing of the prices. It’s
just charging forward as of last Friday.”
“A lot of people are saying they are going to wait. Intel from
the industry says the prices are going to be same for the
upcoming year,” he said.
But Nichol also explains not everything has to do with COVID.
“There’s a lot of production that’s been taken out of the
market,” said Nichol, who said you cannot solely blame COVID
for their industry’s current issues. “We were warned of this
cycle; it was supposed to happen three or four years ago.
We’ve got huge demand; interest rates are playing a part,
COVID is playing a part, lack of supply is playing a part, so it’s
really a perfect storm. There are so many factors.”
When the Cottage Guide spoke to Nichol, it was early spring
and too early for the DIYers.
“At this time of the year, we’re mainly dealing with builders.

Our regular cottager, they haven’t shown up yet,” he said.
“My suspicion is that that part is going to slow down a bit. I
think my lumberyard will be a little less busy with the walk-in
customer. We’re trying to navigate our way through this by
having enough supplies on the ground.”
But despite the price increases, for some people that doesn’t
seem to matter.
“Price is generally not an issue,” says Westburne’s McCord. “I
have customers, literally, when they see a breaker available
online, they’re buying them. It doesn’t matter what the price
is.”
Retailers and suppliers, in turn, have changed their
communications with customers to accommodate the current
situation.
“I’ve been giving them a lot of head start warning; don’t
promise anything. I’ve given all my customers a very clear
view,” said McCord. “I’m having a banner year right now but it’s
going to come to a screeching halt because we won’t be able to
buy anything. It’s not that we can’t sell it; we can’t buy it.”
But if you can get it, Greg Nicol suggests you better get to it.
Said Nichol, “Our whole industry is suffering, there are supply
issues everywhere. If you have the means to build your
project, I just recommend just go ahead. I don’t think we’re
ever going to go back where we came from.”

25 years of professional quality construction
LAKE WORK | FOundAtiOns | nEW buiLds | REnOvAtiOns | PiPE dOcKs | And mORE!

Contact Adam for a quote today!

aw_lakesidebuilders@hotmail.com
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A look into windows that bring
the best of the outside in
by Leanne Fournier

We’ve all done it. Built that great bonfire, got the s’mores going, nestled in to enjoy the setting
sun and then… retreat! In our part of the world, what some refer to as the “bugging hour”, can
send the most die-hard outdoor enthusiast running for cover.
This is one of the reasons that vinyl window and enclosure systems are gaining in popularity,
according to Matt Holcombe, Weatherwall Canada. “They can make you feel like you’re
outdoors without having to succumb to the bugs or weather.”

WeatherMaster vinyl windows
create floor to ceiling elegance
with amazing sightlines.
Photo: Sunspace/WeatherMaster
Windows

We are with you from start to finish for all types of work
COmmERCIAL — RESIDENTIAL — INDUSTRIAL — ON THE LAKE — IN TOWN

WWW.SIERRA-CONSTRUCTION.CA | WWW.NORTHERNWASTEANDHAULING.CA
807-548-5038 | SITE 215 COmp 20, KENORA, ON p9N 3W8 | INfO@SIERRA-CONSTRUCTION.CA
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to secure your windows in place before a weather event.”
The vents slide up into place and keep the rain and wind
outside, allowing you to enjoy your three season space in any
conditions.
Boychuck comments that the vinyl system eliminates the
tedious task of putting up plywood or taking other such
measures to protect cottage properties during the long winter
season when the owner is away. The screen room, patio,
outdoor spa, gazebo or boathouse can be closed up in an
instant and there’s less likelihood of damage or rodents.
Cottage life centres around the fully enclosed Gould family screen
room. Photo: Brian Gould

Reg and Shirley Janzen, Safety Bay, have had their
Weatherwall windows for eight years and had this to say.
“They have made our sun room useable for the changing
seasons. Whether it’s escaping mosquitoes in summer or
snow in winter. These windows have proven to be durable and
easy to clean.”
Jamie Boychuk, LOTW Timberworks, installed the Janzen’s
windows and hundreds of others throughout the region
over the past 20 years. He chose the Weatherwall Enclosure
System, which includes windows and doors, because it
aligns with what he strives to achieve with his timber frame
builds. “It goes well with timber and has a good cottage
look.” The durability and performance of the windows is an
added bonus. “We want windows that will last as long as our
buildings,” he said.
“So many cottage or home owners on the lake have beautiful
views that you don’t want to inhibit in any way,” said
Holcombe. “The four track system we use adjusts in seconds
to open up to 75 per cent ventilation. The vents tilt in for easy
cleaning.” And when that big storm comes up unexpectantly?
“That’s not a problem. Locking clips in the top rail allow you

Some cottage owners might even delay shutting down or
come more often as they can now enjoy this additional space
for three seasons and possibly year-round.
Greg Nichol of Lumber One Building Supplies in Falcon Lake
has sold countless WeatherMaster™ Window and Door
Systems for just this reason. He explains that because the
windows are vinyl, the heat of the sun gets trapped in. “That’s
really the beauty of the product, if you have sun, solar or
a baseboard heater, it retains that heat very well when the
windows are closed.” Alternatively, when open, the 75 per
cent ventilation the windows offer keeps the space at the
same temperature as the outdoor air.
When Brian Gould first built his cottage at Falcon lake,
he went with regular screens for his sunroom. “We found,
because there was so much wind, we weren’t using it as
much. We needed something better.” Installation of the
windows went without a hitch and has resulted in greater use
of the space, which is where he and his family spend most of
their time.
As for the cost, most agree it’s fairly economical when you
compare it to a fully enclosed space using glass, and also
consider the added value of extra living space for your cottage
or home.
“It is definitely worth every penny,” said Gould.
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Nine home repairs to leave to the pros
We live in an age of the empowered DIYer. If you can imagine a home remodel project,
no doubt someone out there is telling you how to do it — even encouraging you to do so.
While it’s great to save money and put yourself up to a new challenge, there are
innumerable reasons why we have home improvement professionals. They can get the
job done faster and usually better than if you did it yourself. They’ll also take a lot of the
heavy lifting off your plate, allowing you to concentrate on other parts of your home.

1

Roof Your House

Roofing a house is a labor-intensive task that requires the
work of a team of professionals who do this job every day.
Given the time-sensitive nature of this project, you’ll want to
hire roofers to roof or to make major structural roof repairs
on your house.

2 - Paint Your Kitchen Cabinets

hire pros to demolish your room, debris hauling should be
part of the contract. More importantly, if you plan to do the
remodeling yourself, handing off demolition to someone else
helps you conserve your energies and your patience for the
true creative work.

7

Window Replacement

While you can paint your own kitchen cabinets, painting
them perfectly and professionally is difficult. It’s not just a
matter of brushing on or rolling out the paint. You always get
better results if you remove the cabinets to paint them. Plus,
kitchen cabinets can be notoriously grimy, so the real work
comes with cleaning and sanding down the surfaces.

Replacing windows in your home on a large scale is always
best left in the hands of a replacement window company. As
a do-it-yourselfer, it’s tough to find sources for replacement
windows. The windows you see on the shelves of your local
home improvement center aren’t the right ones. Those
are new-construction windows. On top of that, window
replacement is an exacting project with little room for error.

3

8

Install a Water Heater

Water heaters are bulky and heavy to move around. But the
real clincher is that safety is an issue. A new water heater
requires either a natural gas line or an electrical connection,
both of which should be installed by pros.

4

Install Sheet Flooring or Wall-to-Wall Carpet

Because homeowners are so accustomed to installing plank
or self-adhesive tile flooring, it’s easy to think that all flooring
is simple to install. Not so with sheet vinyl flooring or wall-towall carpeting. Large format materials are difficult to source,
transport, lay out, and cut. Let the pros do this job.

5

Significant Chimney Repairs

As a do-it-yourselfer, you can undertake some minor chimney
or fireplace repairs, as long as you’re comfortable with
accessing the roof. But once you get past the surface of
the masonry, this is a specialty trade that chimney repair
technicians or masons know best.

6	Room Demolition
One important component of room demolition that many
homeowners forget is what to do with the debris. When you
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Asbestos Removal

Asbestos is a fibrous mineral linked to the disease
mesothelioma. Unfortunately, it’s found in many older
building materials, from insulation to flooring adhesive to
some forms of house siding. Professionals have all of the
right gear and know-how for removing asbestos. Rather than
risking your health to DIY this project, hire professionals who
are certified in this work.

9

Drywall Finishing

It’s one thing to hang drywall. All you need is a cordless drill
and drywall screws, or even a hammer and drywall nails.
With an assistant, you can hang all of the drywall panels in a
small room in a day or two. But applying drywall compound,
a process known as mudding, and later on sanding it down,
is a home trade that approaches an art form. Some do-ityourselfers do have the magic touch. But for many others, the
trick of achieving ripple-free, glass-smooth walls is one that is
difficult to master. Pros who do this all the time can give your
walls and ceiling a flawless finish.
Though, these projects are ones that you might be able to
do yourself, in most cases, you’ll get better results and save
yourself aggravation if you hire a pro.
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Make room for the large load haulers
Barges are the work horses of the lake
by Leanne Fournier

From tipped over tugboats to vintage automobiles, Lake of
the Woods barge operators have seen and hauled it all.
If you’ve been on the lake, you’ve likely seen one of these
“semi’s of the lake”. You may even have relied on one if you’re
on an island or a boat only access property.
Shaun Stevenson of Shaun Stevenson Construction learned
the tricks of the trade from a legend of the lake, Ernie
Whiting, starting about 23 years ago. Whiting, who had
operated barges from the age of 12 or so was ready to hand
over the reins. Stevenson, who had been working for him for
about five years, was the natural choice.
“One of Ernie’s biggest lessons was to give everyone as much
room as you can,” said Stevenson. “You always hope that
people give you right of way as you can’t stop as quickly or
have the same maneuverability as a regular boat.”
Stevenson explains that when operators of large vessels go
through Devil’s Gap they’re supposed to call “channel 16” (an
emergency channel used in the area) to let other operators
know where they are. “You make the call when you’re going in
the South or North end.”
Another rule that’s important to observe is that the boat
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going downstream always has the right of way.
For Stevenson, it was a love for being on the lake that drew
him to the barge life. “If you’re here because of Lake of the
Woods and get to live and work on it, it’s the best of both
worlds.”
At an average speed of seven miles per hour and with projects
all over Lake of the Woods, Jake Garrow, Custom Drilling and
Barging, agrees that appreciation for the lake helps keep the
long days on the water interesting. “We go wherever we’re
needed so that might be a four hour trip to Sioux Narrows or
eight hours to the States (in normal times).” Garrow said the
scenery can’t be beat. “Driving at that speed, the crew has
time to sit and take pictures and are often mesmerized by
what they see.”
Both operators have two different barges that are hauled
by tugboats and can haul anywhere from 80,000 to 150,000
pounds.
Stevenson explains that while the barges can run with
outboards, tugboats are used because of how well they move
the weight. “It’s just better to have more torque”. Stevenson’s
loads are mostly for his own construction company, including
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excavators to prep building sites, pipes, septic systems,
construction material and other tradespeople. The barge also
hauls away all the garbage.
Garrow’s company hauls for a variety of clients, lumber for
building, sand for septic fields, gravel for pathways and pretty
much whatever else people need. He said, “People want
trucks or lawn mowers, we haul those out and we do lots of
clean up after big storms.”
Both operators recognize their role is to do the “heavy lifting”
that property owners would rather not have to do when they
just want to relax at the lake.

dock and be aware of other boats that might not be prepared
to give us right of way.”
It’s not surprising these big rigs have seen some strange
things over time.
For Garrow, it was during the Lake St. Martin First Nation
flood relief (Manitoba). Barge operators were brought in to
haul excavators, dozers and other enormous equipment. But
that wasn’t the crazy part. “A tugboat flipped over when there
was a mistake opening the dyke before all the equipment was
out of the way.”

Asked about lessons learned, Garrow said it’s to keep an eye
on the weather and know the lake. “The GPS doesn’t work in
all the areas we’re in so you also need to know how to read a
map.”

“Not dangerous but one of the most unique jobs I had was
hauling a 1945 Plymouth to someone’s garage on an island,”
said Stevenson. “They had built the entire garage, which
looked like a 1920s gas station, to house this car they wanted
to have close to them.”

Operator’s need to have a full Masters Limited License,
referred to as a Captain’s license, issued through Transport
Canada.

It won’t be long before you’ll once again see the tugboats
plugging along with their barge loads as you head back onto
Lake of the Woods.

Stevenson said that while the training is important, the job
requires a lot of common sense and respecting the rules of the
water. “These are huge rigs. We need to take care when we

Give them a wave as you let them pass. These heavy duty
haulers are here to help. You just have to make sure you give
them some space.
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Hang. Tape. Mud. Sand. It’s drywall time.
But, the first step to trying a new project, especially drywall, is having the proper tools to do it.

Get your keys and start the car, it’s time to go to the hardware
store. You have drywall to hang and tape. For this project, you
will need to purchase some specialized, as well as some nonspecialized, tools for your DIY drywall project. Fortunately,
you can walk out of your local hardware store with a full
complement of drywall tools without having broken the bank.
Knowing how to use these tools, is of course, something for a
different article.
Drywall T-Square: Expensive But Crucial
A drywall T-square is unlike other types of straight edges
or squares that you can buy, in that it has a full 48-inch
length, which allows you to cut the entire width of a sheet
of drywall. Not only that, but the head (the cross-end) of the
square fits neatly over the edge of the drywall and is long
enough that you can be assured that the square is perfectly
in place. The T-square is by far your largest investment in
DIY drywalling, but there is no acceptable substitute. Your
consolation here is that the drywall T-square can be used for
things other than drywalling.
Drywall Knife In 12, 6, and 4 Inch Sizes
Drywall knives are specialized, so other types of putty knives
that you may have in your shop will not work. The good thing
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is that drywall knives are not expensive. The 6-inch knife and
the 4-inch knife are used for slopping the mud into place
and for taping. The 12-inch knife is used for feathering and
final coats. You will need either the 4 or 6 inch (they are fairly
interchangeable) and the 12-inch knife.
Utility Knife
If you already own a utility knife, it should work for your
drywall project. The only type of utility knife that would not
be suitable is the type that has the snap-off blades. You want
to make sure that your utility knife has interchangeable
blades that set into a screw-down handle for greater stability.
Cordless Drill For Fastening (Not Hammer and Nails)
Back in the old days, drywall was fastened to studs with
hammer and nail. Today, professional drywall installers use
screw guns. An ordinary, off-the-shelf 12V or 18V cordless drill
will work. The 12V cordless can do the trick; if you want more
power, then the 18V drill can easily draw screws into wood
studs hundreds of times over. It is also nice to have a clutch on
the cordless drill so that the bit will stop turning at a certain
point, rather than stripping the screw head. A drywall screw
setter bit tool offers a screw gun feature in a power drill. This
bit controls the depth of screw during application.
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Sanding Pole and Sanding Sheets
Mesh sanding sheets fit on the end of the sander with
wing nuts. Then, the sander and a sanding pole screw
together.  Tip: Regular broom handles have the same threads
and will work rather than having to buy a specialized
“sanding pole.”  The sanding sheets come in two types, both
of which you will need: coarse fiberglass mesh with open
holes, and sheets that look just like ordinary sandpaper. The
fiberglass mesh allows the drywall dust to pass through so
that you do not cake up the sanding surface. The sandpaper
type of sheet is necessary for finer sanding. It takes much
longer for the drywall dust to cake on this fine surface, and
it is possible to clean it with a whiskbroom occasionally.

Rite-Way Decorators

for all your cottage painting & decorating needs
• lake work
• interior/exterior
• 70 years in
business
• customer
satisfaction
our top priority

Call 807-466-3251

Drywall Sanding Sponge, Abrasive and Non-Abrasive
A sanding sponge oddly enough looks like one of those
kitchen scrubbers for pots and pans. It has a very abrasive
surface on one side, and a smoother surface on the other
side. Do not rely on the sanding sponge for all of your
sanding purposes; it is just for touchups.  The other type
of sanding sponge is, literally, a sponge. It has no coarse
surface. It is a large sponge that is specific for dry-walling
purposes and is used for wet sanding.    

Machine Taping

. Painting . Textured Ceilings

Jason swanson
807-464-0731 | tristardrywall@outlook.com

Drywall Screws
No longer do drywall installers use drywall nails: specialized
screws are the drywall fastener of choice today.  Drywall
screws come in either coarse-thread or fine-thread varieties.
Coarse-thread screws draw effortlessly into the wood and
are so useful that you will find yourself using them for other
home improvement projects. Fine thread screws are used for
metal framing.
Jab Saw
A jab saw is one of those tools that is so incredibly
indispensable for one job—cutting drywall—but practically
worthless for other tasks. Even so, this is one tool that you
absolutely must buy. A jab saw is a handsaw with a sixinch blade (depending on the model), sharpened tip and
coarse teeth. It works almost like a “knife with teeth,” a
very tough and sturdy form of a serrated kitchen knife. The
tip is sharp enough to penetrate drywall, but not so sharp
that it will cut your finger when you apply light pressure.
The “jabbing” function is the main feature of the jab saw.
When you don’t have an edge to start your cut, you must
place the sharpened end of the saw perpendicular to the
cutting surface and smack the handle with the heel of your
free hand. A strike with a hammer or rubber mallet will also
do. Jab saws are best for short straight cuts and almost any
rounded cut, such as squares for electrical boxes and circles
for recessed lights.
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Creating a comfortable cottage with
proper ventilation
by Rick Brignall
of your attic space. Because
hot air rises, exhaust-style
vents are generally placed
towards the top of your
roofline. Different types of
roof vents are more effective
than others but each type
of vent has the basic task
of exhausting air out of the
attic.

Creating a comfortable cottage is like a puzzle — each piece
comes together to create the whole picture. Properly installed
roofed shingles, windows and insulation are the obvious
pieces to this puzzle. A smaller, but very important piece
involves proper roof system ventilation. Not very exciting or
eye pleasing, but needed.
Proper roof system ventilation involves the uninsulated areas
between the roof and living space. This article will provide
information for cottages with ventilated attics. There are some
styles of vaulted cathedrals ceilings or flat roof homes that
have ventilated spaces within the roof itself and no attic.
As the ventilation helps moderate the temperatures in the
attic, this may also help moderate the temperature in the rest
of the home. It helps prevent moisture buildup in your attic,
which during cold months helps prevent condensation issues
that can affect the materials in the attic space and prevent ice
dams. It helps prolong the life of the roofing materials.
The key to proper ventilation of your attic space is balance
between intake and exhaust ventilation. The amount of space
you devote to intake must be equal to the amount you allow
for exhaust. These must be calculated to the size of your attic
and slope of your roof.
Simply put, ‘Heat does not rise, hot air rises’. For the purpose
of venting your attic space, this is valuable because it is the
hot air, which contains the moisture, that you want to get out
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A ridge vent is the most
commonly installed exhaust
vent. It sits at the peak of
your roof and runs across the
entire space of your roofline.
Because ridge vents are
located at the roof’s highest
point, they are in the prime
position to let he hottest air
escape the attic space. A ridge vent is low profile, so they are
hardly noticeable on a roof.
The other popular roof vent option is the box vent. Not every
roof has a long continuous ridge vent, so box vents make
sense for more complicated rooflines that have different
sections. Box vents are generally installed in bunches across
the roof in order to add extra ventilation. Just one or two
box vents are not enough to vent an entire roof. Installation
involves cutting a hole in the roof, covering it with the vent
and making sure its flanges are installed to prevent leaks.
Hard-wired or solar powered attic vents can be an option but
it is best to use more time-trusted, non-powered methods of
exhausting your roof.
Older styles of venting include the whirlybird and gable vents.
Whirlybirds are only effective if there is wind. A cottage will
need a handful of them to have a noticeable impact of the
roof’s exhaust, but this will not be great to look at. Gable vents
are an outdated style of venting that utilizes cross-ventilation.
They keep air moving through the attic space if there is a
wind to create this movement. Air flows in one side of the
attic then out through the other side.

Intake
Hot air doesn’t want to leave without being forced out. Cool,
fresh air is the other half of the great venting strategy. The

CONSTRUCTION – ROOFING

cool air comes into your attic space via intake vents that are
placed lower on the rooflines than the exhaust vent. Because
the cooler air enters underneath the hot air and because hot
air rises, the intake ventilation will push the hot air out.
Soffit vents are one of the most popular intake vent styles
— they are easy to install under the roof’s overhang, are
generally hidden from sight and provide excellent protection
from weather, outdoor debris and pests, while still allowing
air flow into the attic. Soffit vents are commonly made of
aluminum and installed into your soffit.
In new construction, all soffit panels are perforated with small
holes to create a continuous soffit vent. Cottages with wood
soffit create a space to allow the fresh air in, without letting in
the bugs or squirrels. Buildings with no soffit area, with open
eaves, can use fascia style vents to circulate fresh air into the
attic space.
No matter what style you choose, it’s essential soffit vents
remain clear of build-up or debris so air can continuously flow
freely through the openings. Cottage owners need to ensure
their attic insulation isn’t blocking the flow of air. Check that
the insulation is pulled back away from the vents or install
attic ventilation baffles to prevent insulation from creeping
over the edge of the soffit.
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Get your cottage out of the gutters
Properly installed eavestrough creates a healthy cottage
by Rick Brignall
Eavestrough, or “the gutters”, are purposeful yet
troublesome. They are conspicuous as architectural
afterthoughts on the other wise carefully designed facade
of many cottages. Despite their shortcomings, eavestrough
are essential to the longevity of most cottages. A healthy
cottage has gutters.
Eavestroughing has one main function — re-route water.
Proper eavestroughing has two main outcomes — to
protect your roof and foundation. There are two sides to
every gutter system — eavestroughing and downspouts.
Water is the number one enemy of a cottage. The
eavestrough gutter collects rainwater coming off the roof
and then through downspouts diverts it away from the
cottage.
It’s easy to see the signs of a cottage without
eavestroughing. The roof fascia will show signs of water
damage, ranging from rot to peeling paint. There is usually
a straight trough pounded in the ground surrounding the
cottage, made by water coming off the roof. It is the same
with any decks, under roof overhangs, with a noticeable
wear line from water coming off the roof.
Save your roof overhang. Save your decks. Stop water from
undermining your foundation posts or leaking into a crawl
space or basement. Stop creating a waterlogged mess
around the cottage after every rainfall.
Properly installed eavestrough is not a weekend DIY job.
A lot of DIY gutters are plastic. They become brittle and
because they come in 10-foot lengths, there are many
seams that can leak.
Professionals use a forming machine to construct
seamless eavestrough — custom sized to fit the length of
any roof overhang. It’s the only way eavestrough should be
done and it’s the best way to prevent leaks. Professionals
also make sure the eavestroughing is pitched correctly —
otherwise water won’t drain properly.
Proper installation is only part of the eavestrough
equation. Maintenance is just as important. They
should be cleaned of debris in the spring so they drain
properly over the summer. In the fall they need to be
cleaned before temperatures drop below freezing. If
eavestroughing and downspouts are clogged two things
will happen. First, any debris and water caught in the
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Pro tips
Eavestrough should run along the bottom of
every roofline.
Downspouts should not drain water directly
onto a lower level roof.
Downspouts should not drain directly beside
the foundation.

eavestroughing will freeze into a channel of frozen muck. This
will overload the eaves and eventually it will warp or come
loose due to the weight. Secondly, water can back up under
the shingles and cause water damage to the roof deck.
If cleaning the gutters isn’t your thing, installing quality gutter
guards will keep the gutters free of debris and prevent ice and
snow from settling inside the eavestroughing. This will reduce
wear and tear and extend their lifespan on being useful.

CONSTRUCTION – WINDOWS/DOORS

Energy efficient window buyers guide
Gone are the days when a cottagers’ interest in windows was
limited to whether they could find appropriate coverings
for the glass. Today’s energy-conscious consumers want to
minimize the costs of heating and cooling their cottages.
Whether you’re building a new cottage or planning to replace
existing windows, the key is to know which choices will give
you the biggest bang for your buck without delivering a blow
to your bottom line.
Windows are essential to a cottage. They give us natural
light, a way to ventilate the home without depending on
mechanical systems, a means of emergency exit and they
offer an alternative way to heat our house free of charge
through passive heating. But they are also holes in our wall
structure, making them by far the weakest part of the thermal
envelope of a cottage. So how should we select our windows
to reduce energy bills all year round?

Energy Performance Ratings
Energy performance ratings for windows and doors tell
you the potential for gaining and losing heat as well as for
transmitting light into your home. Ratings are typically
broken down into measurements that include R-Value,
U-value, solar heat gain coefficient and visible transmittance.

R-Value
R-value (or R-factor) is a measure of conductance and
resistance. R-value measures heat flow resistance through
a given material. Higher numbers signify greater insulation.
A double-pane window with Low-E filled with Argon Gas
generally has an R-value of R-4.00. R-values measure only
conduction and not heat transfer.

U-Value
U-value (or U-factor) measures heat transfer through a
material, establishing the rate of that heat transfer or loss.
Lower numbers mean less heat transfer and therefore more
insulation. A double-pane window with Low-E filled with
Argon Gas typically has a U-value of 1.53. U-values determine
heat gain through a window in summer and heat loss in
winter.

Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC)
SHGC measures how much heat from the sun is blocked,
expressed as a number between 0 and 1. The lower the
number, the more a product blocks solar heat gain. Blocking
solar heat gain is especially important during summer in
hot climates and during winter in extremely cold climates in
order to save on cooling or heating costs.
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Visible Transmittance (VT)
VT measures how much light comes through a window,
expressed as a number between 0 and 1. The higher the VT,
the more light is transmitted through the glass. Clear glass
lets in the most light but also the most heat, whereas a low-E
coating makes it possible to reduce solar heat gain while
allowing visible light to pass through glass.

Window Construction
Look for Low-E coatings on the glass. These coatings reflect
heat inside your house and reflect UV rays from the sun
outside your home. They have a slight tint that may or may
not be visible depending on how dark you want the tint to be.
In colder climates, the coating is applied to the inside panes
of glass, while in warmer climates, the coating is applied to
the outside of the glass.
Casement and awning windows are the most energy efficient
because they clamp more tightly against the weather
stripping on the frame than double-hung windows.
Look for windows with multiple panes of glass separated by
low-conductive argon or krypton gas filling and warm edge
spacers with tightly constructed frames.
The best weather stripping on any kind of operative window
is a compressible gasket type much like you would find on
your car doors. The weather stripping combined with a
quality latch will effectively keep out cold air and rain, plus
keep warm air in in winter.

CONSTRUCTION – WINDOWS/DOORS
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Setting the mood with LED colour temperature
Picking the right LED bulb or fixture for a room just got technical
Shopping for LED lighting can seem like a challenging task
when you’re presented with so many options. Whether you
need cool, neutral, warm, or tunable LEDs will depend on how
and where you’re using them, as well as the desired look and
feel of your application.

What is color temperature?
Most LED lighting products are offered in a variety of color
temperatures in varying hues of white. Correlated color
temperature, or ‘CCT’ in lighting jargon, is a term for how
warm (yellow) or cool (blue) the color of light emitted from an
LED bulb or fixture appears. It’s measured in units of Kelvin
(K) – on a scale of 1,000 to 10,000 – and is easiest to explain in
terms of how sunlight works.
The sun changes color, measured in degrees Kelvin, over
the course of the day. Midday readings might be 6000K,
or very bright bluish-white, while at sunset temperatures
may dip below 3000K to a very warm amber light. Typically,
Kelvin temperatures for residential lighting applications fall
somewhere between 2500K and 5000K.

Using color temperature at home
Now let’s apply what we’ve learned. Generally, ‘warm‘ light is
anything 3000K or lower, while ‘cool‘ light is 4000K or above.
3500K, a middle ground often called ‘neutral’, can look either
cool or warm depending on furnishings and nearby lighting.
Color temperatures higher than 4000K are commonly used
for commercial and hospital applications, because as we
mentioned, the light is very bright and has a bluish daylight
cast, which can be too harsh for home interiors. However,
certain task lighting like in a basement workshop or home
office can often be useful at 4000K and above, so it’s
important to keep in mind that the following are guidelines
and the choice is ultimately up to you.
Aside from the type of the light bulb itself, using Kelvin
temperature can also help guide you in determining which
fixture is right for each room. Whether you need an ambient
source of accent light or one for highly-focused task lighting,
keep in mind the following Kelvin ranges:
2200-2700K: produces a warm light that’s best for lowlight areas where ambient lighting is needed – similar to an
incandescent bulb.
3000-3500K: produces a soft white light that’s crisper than
2700K, similar to halogen lamps.
4000-4500K: produces a bright white light that’s ideal in
kitchens, offices, workspaces and vanities where detail-
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oriented tasks are performed.
5000K and up: produces a bright bluish hue of light, mostly
found in commercial locations.

Some things to consider
Look at the colors of your walls, floor, ceiling and furnishings.
If your home mostly consists of cool colors like blacks, greys,
blues, greens, and crisp whites, a cool LED color temperature
such as 3000K or 3500K might be the best choice for
complementing your decor.
On the other hand, if your home is full of natural materials like
hardwood floors, tongue and groove ceilings, wood cabinets
and furniture, woven rugs and fabrics in browns, tans, reds,
oranges, warmer white LEDs will likely be your best bet.
Another thing to consider is the style of your home. Certain
spaces in traditional and transitional homes typically look
best under 2700K LED warm white light, because it gives off
the glow similar to candlelight, gas light, and old fashioned
incandescent lights, reminiscent of classic homes.
The clean lines and minimalist design of modern homes
might look best with LEDs on the cooler side of the scale. But
also keep in mind that for certain areas, like the bedroom,
warmer temperatures may still be the best choice to allow for
relaxation and sleep.

Temperature recommendations by space
BEDROOM: Bedrooms are considered the most intimate space
in your home. It is recommended to keep the lights low and
warm for a soothing atmosphere that allows you to relax and
rest. Suggested color temperature: 2700-3000K
BATHROOM: Lighting designers like bathroom spaces to be
cooler and brighter so they remain functional for routines like
applying makeup and shaving. A clean, fresh setting can easily
transform to a more soothing environment with the use of a
dimmer. Suggested color temperature: 3000-4000K
LIVING ROOM / DEN: Create an inviting space you’ll want to
relax in, that’s also perfect for entertaining. Using a dimmer
will also help set the right atmosphere for TV watching and
movie nights. Suggested color temperature: 2700-3000K
DINING ROOM: You’ll want lighting that’s a balance between
being inviting, but also bright enough so you can see what
you’re eating. Lighting designers recommend installing a
dimmer to help adjust to the perfect mood. Suggested color
temperature: 2700K – 3000K
KITCHEN: Bright light in the kitchen is ideal for prepping food
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and reading recipes. But since kitchens are so versatile, the
color temperature can vary. The best way is to decide based on
your decor and any other lighting being used in the space. A
fail-proof ‘neutral’ 3000K white will look great no matter what.
Suggested color temperature: 2700-4000K
OFFICE / WORKSPACE / GARAGE: You’ll need bright, functional
lighting in order to be productive and focused. 4000K LED
bulbs might be a good idea in an office or workspace that
you use primarily during the daytime. However, if your space
receives enough daylight from windows, you may opt to go
with something warmer for the evening. Suggested color
temperature: 3000-5000K

Dimming
The ability to dim can instantly transform a space and give
you more functionality. Dimming also saves energy and
extends the life our your LED bulbs and fixtures. In addition
to dimmable bulbs and fixtures, many manufacturers
now make ‘warm dim’ LEDs that go as low as 1600K when
dimmed, giving off a more traditional incandescent glow.
Make sure the light bulbs you install are rated to be dimmed
and the dimmer you buy is rated to be used with dimmable
LED bulbs. Otherwise the bulb and dimmer will not work
properly at all.

A fA m i ly b u s i n e s s s e r v i n g l A k e o f t h e W o o d s c o t tA g e r s f o r o v e r 4 0 y e A r s

Bob’s

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

ElEctric

• New construction/Renovations/Cottages
• Lake Work Ready 24/7
• Call anytime for a FREE ESTIMATE

Owned/Operated by
rick Brignall
acP contractor ESa/Ecra #7008852

807.468.5915
rBrignall@yahOO.ca

IMAGINE YOUR LIFE WITHOUT POWER.
GENERATORS PROVIDE

Refrigeration/freezer for food & medicines
Furnace | Air conditioning
Lighting, inside & outside
Clean water for drinking & bathing
Sump pump | Kitchen appliances
Internet | cell phone chargers | TV | radio
Washing & drying clothes | Fans
Security system | Garage door opener
Medical equipment
Charging power tools for use during the
emergency and post-outage cleanup

GENERATOR MONITORING

Reduces 95% of “fail to start” events
Keeps HVAC, appliances, etc running
Proactive about generator maintenance
Internet reliability and security

Generator Sales & Service Dealer

Generator Monitor Dealer

1025 Railway St. (PO Box 2010)
Kenora, ON P9N 3X8
Phone 807-468-8813
Fax 807-468-3761
www.bowmanelectric.com

A/

ECR

6

001

700

#
ESA

COTTAGE GUIDE - spring 2021 | 53

MECHANICAL – ELECTRICAL

R.I.P traditional potlights
LED recessed lights are the future of lighting

Recessed lighting is easily one of the most practical and
functional additions you can make to your home. Recessed
lighting — often referred to as down lighting or can lighting
— is designed to sit flush with your surface. These versatile
lights work in practically any room. LED recessed lighting is
the most common form of architectural lighting found today,
and one of the fastest ways to update an existing space with
minimal effort.
Quality LED recessed lighting will not only give your space a
clean, modern and attractive look, it can be used to highlight
special building features, illuminate decorative objects and
artwork, or set moods with the help of a dimmer. Aside from
being aesthetically pleasing, LED recessed fixtures are energy
efficient and last considerably longer than traditional bulbs.

Where to use recessed down lights
Recessed lighting can achieve a range of lighting effects in
both indoor and outdoor applications. Recessed down lights
are the best choice for rooms with limited ceiling space to
work with, or where a large fixture would be obtrusive. In
kitchens, recessed down lights can provide great task lighting
and create useful ambient light when used in combination
with other fixtures like pendants and under cabinets. The
slim dimensions of recessed fixtures make them ideal for
hallways and corridors when paired with existing sconces
or step lights. In the dining room, recessed lighting can
complement a standout chandelier or pendant and add a
mood-enhancing feel. In the bathroom, recessed lighting that
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is approved for wet and damp locations can install above
showers and bathtubs.

Choosing the best recessed fixture
Retrofitting: There are many things to consider when
selecting the right LED fixture including size, trim, and color
temperature. However, your first decision is generally whether
to install new fixtures or swap out old ones and save money
by retrofitting. Installing an LED retrofit kit into an existing
housing is often as simple as removing the original bulb and
trim, and screwing in an LED module adapter into the socket.
Determining size is as easy as measuring the diameter of your
existing cut-out, not including the trim (the visible portion of
the fixture).
New construction and remodel: For new construction and
remodel projects, there are several factors that need to be
addressed in order to select the appropriate fixture including
function, operation, and spatial layout (more on that later).
Housing: With traditional potlights, the housing is the part
hidden above the ceiling and encloses all parts of the down
light fixture. These days it’s all about the super thin ‘wafer
style’ LED down lights, where no housing is required and
come in sizes ranging from 3 to 12 inches. The compact
design means you can install them in places where most
fixtures can’t go; like under overhangs and eaves, and directly
under joists for maximum layout flexibility. With many only
a half inch thick, not only is housing not required, but you
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also don’t need access to the above ceiling for installation.
Super thin and ultra thin LED down lights are IC (insulated
ceiling) rated and this allows them to be in direct contact with
the insulation. They give off barely any heat to require a gap
between the fixture and insulation. This means they can be
used in new construction and renovation projects.
Installation only takes a few minutes once the hole is drilled,
and they’re great for use in bedrooms, living rooms, and
kitchens.
Spacing and layout: The size of your fixture will depend on
your ceiling height and the square footage of your space. Keep
in mind that there are no strict rules when it comes to fixture
placement — personal preference and design aesthetic is
sometimes enough to go on. A common rule of thumb is one
recessed light for every 4 to 6 feet of ceiling space. Typically,
fixtures should be placed 24 inches from a wall or cabinet to
avoid a spotlight effect on vertical surfaces with 2 to 5 feet
of space between them as too much spacing can result in
shadows throughout the room. Higher ceilings often require
larger diameters and the larger the diameter of your fixture,
the wider the wash of light it will provide.
For kitchens, 4- and 5-inch is an ideal size for providing light
above countertops with enough output for food prep and
cleanup. When laying out recessed lighting in a kitchen, you’ll
want to focus on areas that aren’t covered by other fixtures
like pendants or under cabinet lighting. Consider where your
high-traffic areas are, and focus on lighting that space. For
galley-style kitchens or walkways around an island, a single
row of appropriately spaced down lights will enhance your
ambient lighting scheme. For wall-to-wall kitchens with
nothing in the center, a grid pattern might be your best
option for even illumination throughout the space.
In bathrooms, LED recessed lighting can add both style and
function to your space. Unlike regular wall or ceiling mounted
fixtures, recessed lights can be installed in shower stalls or
over tub areas. It’s important to consider recessed lighting
as part of an overall bath lighting layout. Bar lights or wall
sconces around vanity spaces and mirrors in combination
with recessed lights will give you seamless, layered lighting
that can be hard to achieve with just ceiling fixtures alone.
For bathrooms, always choose a waterproof downlight that’s
rated for wet and damp locations. Steam from the shower is
enough to cause problems for fixtures that are only rated for
dry locations.
Pro tip: use a dimmer for added control. In bath spaces, dimming
gives you task, ambient, and accent lighting all at the touch of a
button.
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The low down
on low voltage lighting
If you glance around your home, you’ll notice that many
light fixtures are connected directly to the line voltage of
your electrical system. Line voltage is the standard voltage,
120 volts, that’s found in outlets and junction boxes here
in Canada. Line voltage fixtures are used for many types of
traditional lighting including ceiling lighting and sconces.
Low voltage LED lighting uses less than 50 (typically 12
or 24) volts of power. Low voltage lighting got its start
in American residential settings in the 1950s. Originally
developed to facilitate landscape lighting, low voltage
lighting soon made its way indoors and is now very
common for lighting applications like recessed lighting,
track lighting, under cabinet lighting, strip and tape
lighting, and more. So what’s the deal with low voltage
lighting, and what sets it apart from regular line voltage
lighting?
Low voltage LED fixtures rely on transformers (sometimes
referred to as drivers or power packs) to reduce the line
voltage from 120 volts. These drivers are either built into
the fixtures themselves or located remotely.

LEDs require drivers for two purposes:
1.

An LED driver rectifies higher voltage, alternating
current (AC) to low voltage, direct current (DC).

2.

LED drivers also protect LEDs from voltage or current
fluctuations. LED light output is proportional to its
current supply, and LEDs are rated to operate within
a certain current range. Therefore, too much or too
little current can cause light output to vary or degrade
faster due to higher temperatures within the LED.

For these reasons, every LED light source depends on a
driver, whether internal or external. When choosing a
driver, we recommend that you only use about 80% of
the rated load of the power supply. This helps to ensure
a longer lifespan and avoids over-stressing the driver
components. For example, if you have a driver with a
wattage capability of 96 watts, it should only operate LEDs
that use 77 watts at most (96 x 0.8 = 76.8). Keep in mind
too, that drivers also may require a minimum combined
wattage in order to operate the LEDs effectively, and
without flickering or humming.
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Light sources like household bulbs with standard screw-in
or plug-in bases normally have an integrated driver because
it makes replacing them easier. LED down lights, tape
lights, and certain fixtures, panels, and outdoor-rated lights
typically need an external driver to operate. Sometimes,
a LED fixture will come equipped with the separate
driver needed, but not always. It’s important to check the
recommended accessories on the product details page or
the manufacturer’s spec sheet to see if the fixture you’re
buying will require a separate driver, and the type needed if
necessary.

Types of low voltage lighting
There are several ways to use low voltage lighting around
your home. Low voltage under cabinet and cove lighting
can be utilized in kitchens, closets and bathrooms to
illuminate countertops, shelving and surfaces. Low voltage
LED recessed lighting is great for general lighting in all
areas, inside and out, or as directional light to highlight
certain features. In many cases, low voltage lighting can be
used in the same spaces and for the same purposes as line
voltage lighting.
When it comes to outdoor lighting, many people choose
to use low voltage options due to the ease of installation.
Most landscape and path fixtures come in low voltage
options. Adding or moving fixtures is easy because there’s
no trenching required to run the wires and that saves a
substantial amount of time and money.

Bottom line
Both line voltage and low voltage lighting have their
advantages, so choosing one over the other largely comes
down to ease of installation and cost of the fixture itself.
You may find line voltage the better choice because
installation is often ‘plug and play’, and there could be a
less expensive upfront cost, depending on the fixture.
One thing that’s for sure is low voltage lighting allows for
using smaller light fixtures, thus creating more options for
installing in tight, harder-to-reach spaces. Think super slim
LED down lights, puck lights, well lights, and strip lighting
for inside recessed ‘slot’ spaces.
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LED under cabinet lights
Adding another layer of light in your kitchen

Under cabinet lighting is one of the most useful and
convenient lighting applications on the market today. As the
name suggests, under cabinet lighting refers to light fixtures
that are installed most commonly underneath upper wall
kitchen cabinets, illuminating the space directly below.
These hidden fixtures are able to blend in seamlessly without
looking obtrusive or clashing with existing decor. They’re
used predominantly in kitchen areas where additional light
is useful for reading recipes and preparing food. An under
cabinet system will not only improve the brightness and
overall look and feel of your space; it’s also one of the easiest
ways to increase the resale value of your home.
Some under cabinet fixtures can go beyond the kitchen, to
be used as functional lighting in other areas too. They can
provide flawless task lighting in a workroom, laundry room,
or home office. As accent lighting, they can add depth,
dimension and visual interest to a variety of spaces, or
highlight architectural features like a tray or cove ceiling.
If you’re new to the idea or just want to know more about
under cabinet lighting, we’ve put together this guide to help
you understand everything we have to offer.

Choosing a Fixture
Traditional Linear/Light Bars:
Low-profile traditional LED linear fixtures are the most
popular choice for illuminating high-functioning areas like
countertops, sinks, and stoves. Traditional LED linear fixtures
brighten the dark caves and shadows that cabinets create
and bathe your workspace in bright light. They emit light
evenly across the length of the fixture, creating a smooth,
uniform light distribution. They’re offered in lengths from 8”
all the way up to 40” and are highly efficient, long-lasting,
and offer low operating costs and minimal heat.
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Most traditional LED linear fixtures have two installation
options; plug-in or hardwire. Plug-in installation (or plug and
play) is the most basic, and a smart choice if you don’t have
electrical knowledge and don’t want to hire a professional.
Going the plug-in route is also great for DIYers wanting a
quick update as opposed to a full remodel. Depending on
your application, there may be some design limitations to
traditional plug-in fixtures, and the main drawback is that
they’ll need to utilize electrical outlets that might otherwise
be free. Hardwire installation refers to fixtures that are selfcontained, meaning that all of the components needed to
operate the light are contained within the unit itself. The
fixture will require a separate 120V power feed from the wall,
but can be linked (daisy-chained) end-to-end in jumps, once
the first connection is established. Hardwire installation for
traditional LED linear fixtures is a bit more complicated and
should be left up to electricians and professionals who are
familiar with these systems.
Line voltage means that the fixture is running on the line
voltage of the home without a driver, which is 120 volts. Table
lamps, most ceiling fixtures, and chandeliers, are line voltage
— basically plug and play. Low voltage typically uses 12 or 24
volts and requires a driver to lower the line voltage from 120
volts. It is often used in recessed, track, pendant, landscape,
and display lighting applications. Low voltage is most useful
when trying to deliver light to a tight, harder-to-reach area.
Puck Lights: Puck lights have long been a favorite among
designers and contractors for under cabinet lighting. They are
small and compact with a diameter of 1-4 inches, and while
they’re low voltage, they can still provide ample light output.
Puck lights are perfect for lighting countertops, glass faced
cabinets, and open shelving. They can be surface mounted
or recessed depending on your desired look. In terms of
lighting effect, puck lights create a more directed, focused
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look similar to pot lights. So, depending on your preference,
the resulting dramatic beam of light that puck lights give off
may not be what you’re looking for.
Currently, LED puck lights are dominating the market
because they offer comparable performance to a traditional
linear fixture, but at half the cost and a fraction of the
energy consumption. LED puck lights operating on low
voltage will need a power supply to convert the line voltage.
Keep in mind that this may require some strategy when
working to conceal all of your components under or inside
a cabinet.
PRO tip: space your puck fixtures 1-2 feet apart for best
results.
Tape Light: LED tape light systems have the ability to create
functional detail lighting that’s perfect for under cabinets. It
can also be used to highlight objects on display like crystal
and china, and make it easier to access things tucked away
deep in cabinets and drawers. LED tape systems typically
come in 16-foot reels and are extremely versatile – designed
to make turns around corners and mount to the underside
of virtually any surface. One advantage to LED tape lighting
is flexibility: it can be cut to custom lengths, connected for
longer runs, and used in a variety of applications including
cove and tray ceilings, above cabinets, below counters and

toe-kicks, and inside other recessed ‘slot’ spaces. Positioned
near the floor, toe kick lighting gives the illusion of floating
cabinetry. It can be installed under islands and bars to add
depth and define edges.
LED tape can be mounted with either adhesive backing
or in a track or channel. Most LED tape lighting is also
dimmable, so you can match the intensity of the light to
the occasion. LED tape lighting systems do take a bit more
advance planning. Depending on your application, you may
need various accessories and components.
PRO tip: consider utilizing extrusions (channel guides) with
a lens for added protection of the tape.
Color Selection: Keep in mind that with LED color options,
choosing the correct color temperature can be important
factors in your product decision. For kitchen applications,
we recommend a CCT (correlated color temperature)
somewhere between 3000K and 4000K. Light below 3000K
will cast a warm, yellowish hue that makes color perception
a bit difficult if you’re using the area for food preparation.
Unless you’re lighting an industrial area where ‘daylight’
color is necessary, we recommend staying below 4000K.
Most likely the rest of the lighting in your home is 2700K or
3000K and installing something too ‘cool’ for the kitchen
will likely give you an unappealing color mismatch.

Whether you are looking to enhance an outdoor living
space, or need technical advice on landscape lighting,
our Lighting Specialists can offer expert advice that
cater to your specific needs. Contact us for
your next project.
995 Milt Stegall Drive
(204)784-0099
www.robinsonlightingcentre.com

PERFECTING THE ART OF LIGHTING
FOR
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Keeping your cottage water system accessible
If you can’t get to something or find it, there’s a problem
by Rick Brignall

Cottagers seem to put a lot of effort into making a comfortable and esthetically pleasing
cottage. There’s nothing wrong with that. On the other hand, mechanical contractors would
say this is sometimes just ‘window coverings’ if a cottage’s mechanical systems are not given
their deserved attention. They should be equal to a new kitchen or deck even though they
are buried in the depths of the cottage. But, they are not given much thought until something
goes wrong.

There is nothing
more irritating than
trying to troubleshoot
a mechanical system
and not being able to
turn off/on the power
feeding into it.

The cottage water system can be the most neglected part of the cottage. I know this from first
hand experience, as I am one of the people cottagers call when something goes wrong. I find
many water system installations to be an after-thought. To access them you have to crawl
over woodpiles and around rusted out relics under the cottage in areas that are damp and
dark. The pressure tank and hot water tank are propped up by rocks or placed directly on the
ground.
A short story to press this point. I was recently called to a year-round cottage that had water
problems. I crawled into a small crawl space and found a crudely installed water pump
system. The first issue I found was a pressure switch that had caught fire and melted most of
its finer parts. Once I replaced the pressure switch, water was being pumped, but the nylon
poly-pipe connectors on the pressure tank ‘T’ had pinpoint holes in them. I surmised that
these small holes allowed water to spray all over the electrical contacts of the pressure switch
causing it to malfunction. After that was fixed a connection after the pressure tank under the
kitchen sink came apart. The kitchen flooded and two electricians were soaked. Anything that
could go wrong did, and it all came down to poor installation techniques when the system was
first put in.
It may be time to look at your cottage’s mechanical systems and bring them out of the
shadows. Here is a list of installation points to use as a guide to a better water system.
1. Accessibility
“The tank is located to the left of the old one behind the woodpile.”
There shouldn’t be a maze to crawl through to access the pressure tank or water heater. Install
them in a room dedicated to mechanical systems or as close to the crawl space entrance as
possible. The harder it is to get to them means its exponentially more difficult to fix or replace
them. Even in a mechanical room, they shouldn’t be jammed in a corner. I cannot count the
times water heaters are installed with the front access panels facing a wall, making it difficult
to troubleshoot or replace elements. This also goes for water-filteration systems needing
room to replace filters or remove ultra-violet bulbs. Accessibility also includes having the area
properly lit, so you’re not juggling a flashlight trying to get the water going. There is a certain
joy for a plumber or electrician to walk into a clutter free mechanical room with easy access to
all its parts.
2. A Means of Disconnection
“Okay, honey, turn it on… Turn if off! Turn it off!!”
There is nothing more irritating than trying to troubleshoot a mechanical system and not
being able to turn off/on the power feeding into it. Without a proper disconnect you will run
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back-and-forth to the electrical panel. Even with the electrical
panel close at hand, a breaker shouldn’t be used as a switch.
Beside the pressure tank/motor control box and hot water
tank there should be a means of disconnecting the power.
Anybody troubleshooting the system will be happy with a
disconnect close by.
3. Clean Lines
“I want to make it look like a plumber did it.”
All mechanical installations should be clean and neat. Nothing
is more impressive then having plumbing pipes running in
straight lines and properly supported. It’s a sign that care was
taken for proper installation. The pressure tank, jet pump, and
hot water tank should be installed on some sort of platform.
And, if they need to be drained, there should be a way to
direct the water away from the area you are working in. It’s
not fun working on a system in a pool of water. Lastly, make
sure proper connectors are used when running electrical
wires into devices. Unsecured wires have a greater chance of
being damaged and shorting out.

807-548-1339
FULL LAKE SERVICE

4. Installing the Right Components
“The pressure gauge is broken so I don’t know what the pump
is doing.”
The pressure tank ‘T’ is the control panel for your water
pump. It diverts water in and out of the pressure tank. The
pressure switch tells the pump when it needs to run. A drain
valve allows you to drain the entire system to that point. Two
important but overlooked components are the pressure gauge
and shut-off valve. A plumber looking at a pressure gauge is
like a doctor with a stethoscope over your heart. It tells you if
the system is working properly. No pressure means water is
not making it to the pressure tank — trouble might be at the
pump or along the electrical wire or poly-pipe going into the
lake. A pump that is cycling on and off will be indicated by
the pressure constantly rising and falling, which might mean
there is a hole in the poly-pipe. A shut-off valve lets you isolate
the pressure tank from the rest of the cottage. Being able to
do this makes it easier to troubleshoot the pump or work on
the cottage plumbing.
A weekend at the cottage wouldn’t seem right without the
‘to-do’ list. These four general points I just highlighted can be
easily tackled over a summer depending on your system.

Heating
Plumbing
& Air Conditioning
SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION
New construction
Renovations & repairs
Fully licensed, insured & certified
Natural gas, propane & oil
Local Rinnai Dealer

807-407-5610
garfield@garfieldshvac.com
Garfield’s Heating and Air Conditioning Inc.
RR#2 RMB#47, Kenora, ON P9N 3W8
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The silent killer
It might be time to test for Radon if you have an enclosed crawl space or basement in cottage country
by Jim Chliboyko

Beware of the ground.
When living around a lake, one might already know how
treacherous the water can get; it can contain a variety of
threats, like reefs, hidden just below the waterline. But in
Northwestern Ontario, the earth beneath your feet can hide
some treacherous dangers, too. One of them is blastomycosis,
the notorious fungal infection which has gained a higher
profile in the last few years. The other one is radon.   
Yes, radon also affects cottage country.   
Radon is a colourless, odorless radioactive gas, created
by the breakdown of uranium in soil and rocks and even
groundwater. It occurs everywhere on Earth but its spread is
not uniform. Outdoors, radon dilutes to low concentrations
and does not pose a health risk; indoors, levels can increase
and over time, can increase the risk of developing lung
cancer. This risk is increased for smokers. Its presence
is unpredictable, though. Radon can appear in different
amounts from house to house on any given block.   
Of course, houses and cottages come in a great variety of
styles and structures. Residences on the Canadian Shield,
for instance, can be built into the side of a hill, they can be
raised on stilts over the rock or they can sit directly on the
earth. And while newer cottages can be as vacuum-sealed as
any newly built house in the city, any house or cottage has
the potential for elevated radon levels from radon entering
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through the smallest of cracks and openings. You can have an
opening the size of your thumb and wind up with high radon
levels within. And then there is the question of crawlspaces or
basements.   
“The risk would still exist if there’s a crawlspace on a building
and it’s skirted in. Radon can concentrate in the crawlspace
and find a way in,” says Scott Cryer, National Practice Leader,
Radon, for the national engineering firm Pinchin. “There’s so
many variables that can determine what the radon levels in
a building will be. It ultimately depends on the structure and
any openings to the soil and rock under it and air flow and
pressures within. Also, radon enters buildings by pressure
driven flow moving from higher pressure under a building to
within where lower pressures are present. Buildings act like
giant vacuum cleaners on the soil under them and essentially
pull radon into them. This phenomenon is enhanced during
the heating season.”  
According to Health Canada, “Radon exposure is the number
one cause of lung cancer in non-smokers; 16% of lung cancers
are estimated to be from radon exposure, resulting more than
3,000 lung cancer deaths in Canada each year.” That total is
more than the annual number of deaths from car accidents
nationally.   
Testing is key. There are short-term tests and long-term tests,
but Cryer suggests doing a long-term test with a detector
listed by the C-NRPP — Canada-National Radon Proficiency
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Program. The long-term test should be conducted during the
heating season when levels are typically highest. Long-term
tests are a better indicator of your radon level as radon
concentrations can vary significantly from day to day and
even more so from season to season.   
With a short-term test there is the potential to obtain a false
high or low measurement. Short-term tests can provide
an indication of radon levels but should be verified with a
follow-up long-term 91 day test during the heating season
when levels are typically highest. Health Canada advises that
mitigation decisions should be based on a long-term test.
“The one thing, though, I want to stress, is that in Canada
we’re finding high radon levels in every geographic region.
There are regions with a higher radon potential based on
geology, but not every building in that area will have high
levels,” said Cryer. “Conversely, you can go to areas with a
low geologic potential and find buildings with high levels.”

PLUMBING & HEATING
Serving Kenora and surrounding areas since 1976

•
•
•
•

If high radon levels are identified (over 200 bequerels per
cubic metre (Bq/m³)), the next step is to install a radon
mitigation system. The most common approach is to draw
radon from beneath a concrete slab and re-direct it to the
exterior of the building through a sealed piping system.
The fan runs 24-7. If a crawlspace is present, air is drawn
from under a sealed membrane over the soil. It is important
to note that a mitigation contractor should be certified
with C-NRPP to help ensure that an effective, quiet, energy
efficient system is designed and installed in your house.
Cost estimates are generally in the $2,000 to $3,500 range,
depending on the house and the size/complexity of the job.  
There are some signs that the building industry is starting
to adapt to radon more seriously, even though the field is
a relatively new one. There’s recent anecdotal evidence of
radon mitigation systems being included in newer builds
in the Kenora area. Evidently, this is happening across the
country, as well.   
“Building codes are being changed and re-evaluated across
Canada with respect to radon,” says Cryer. “They are putting
in passive roughed-in radon mitigation systems that inhibit
radon entry and facilitate the need for an active system (i.e.
with a radon fan) if testing after initial occupancy identifies
high radon levels.”  
The push to educate the public about radon has gained
traction in the last decade, it appears. According to Statistics
Canada, radon awareness in Canada has gone from under
50% in 2013 to over 50% in 2015.
“There’s still a lot of work to go in bringing awareness to this
but it has been increasing significantly. I’m impressed how
we, as a country, have been taking action on this.”
But simply avoiding radon, like what one might do with a
reef when out on the lake, is simply not an option.
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Polybutylene pipe problems
Definitely not the pipe of the future
by Rick Brignall

The construction industry is
always trying to find ways to
do things better. This usually
involves finding ways to
make installation easier and
cheaper. There is always a
better way to build, but what
becomes the outcome is
tied to budget. People would
rather pay more for things
they see, not for stuff buried
behind walls.
In my own industry, electrical
contracting, the next big
thing was aluminum wire in
residential wiring. It’s cost
was quite a bit less than
copper, so it was a way to
bring down building costs.
After a honeymoon period
it was found this style of
wire caused electrical fires.
Aluminum was discontinued
for use, but house fires and
electrical problems are still
coming up decades after its
install.
In the plumbing industry
they had their own
development to lower
plumbing installation costs.
Polybutylene pipe (PB) was
often called the pipe of
the future because it was
inexpensive to manufacture,
flexible and easy to install.
PB was presented as a good
substitute for copper because
it was a less expensive
alternative.
PB was on the market from
around 1977 to 1995. In 1996,
manufacturing abruptly

stopped due to reports that
PB pipes were bursting
and causing damage to
properties.
As far as builders knew,
polybutylene was a great
material approved by
building codes and had
excellent resistance to
freezing temperatures
(compared to copper). Not
only was PB significantly
cheaper than copper, it
could take days or even
weeks off from a whole
house plumbing installation.
Installation basically just
needed one crimping tool
and hand cutter to get the
job done.
Polybutylene pipe (PB) was
never perfect from the start.
In the beginning of the poly
revolution, the majority
of leaks happened at the
fittings. It was thought that
these leaks were mainly due
to improper installation,
exposures to ultra-violet light,
improper storage, bad water
chemistry and other issues.
This led to a change in the
fittings to try and solve the
problems being reported
with PB. They weren’t about
to give up on it, it was still
a “too good to be true”
product.
PB pipe is typically grey
and marked with the code
PB2110. In the early years of
PB, the pipes were connected
with numerous plastic
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PB transitions
There are two ways to make a transition from PB to
approved pumping pipes
•

Brass Push Fit PB Transition Coupler — seals on
the outside diameter of the pipes. No special
tools needed. Couples PB to copper tube sized
pipe like PEX and copper pipe.

•

Crimp Type PB Transition Coupler — PB to PEX
coupling. This seals on the inside diameter of the
pipe by compression copper crimp rings and a
sized coupler from PB interior diameter on one
end and PEX on the other.
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fittings that were the same
colour as the poly pipe. The
very first plastic fitting was a
compression type fitting also
known as grip fittings.
Later on plastic fittings
were crimped to the PB pipe
using aluminum rings. There
were approximately 10 to
20 plastic fittings from one
plumbing fixture to the main
line, therefore many possible
points of failure.
The next development
occurred when installations
scrapped the problematic
fittings in favour of copper/
brass fittings with copper
ring. This greatly reduced
the problem of leaks at the
fittings — at least for a while.
Eventually they developed
a manifold system of
installation. For such a
system, there is a central
station for the beginning
point of every plumbing
endpoint. In other words,
where water is used in
the house, its plumbing
line starts at a central
distribution point.
Originally PB came in 10foot lengths, like copper.
Manifold systems used

PB that came in a longer
length, in a roll, allowing
the installation to run the
entire length with almost no
joints along the way. A major
improvement over the old
style of installation and still
used with modern PEX piping
installation today.
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PB was supposed to be the
next big thing. It is no longer
manufactured. PB has been
found to leak and rupture at
potentially any location in
the pipe, even the pipe itself,
not just the fittings.
If PB is installed at a cottage,
try to replace it as best you
can. Unfortunately, there
will be parts where the PB
disappears behind walls and
it isn’t possible to open it
up to replace it. They make
coupling fittings for PB to
connect to safer piping
materials. So, replacing some
is better than leaving it all.
Thankfully, there is a
revolutionary plumbing
product that is inexpensive
and easy to install. PEX is the
new pipe of the future, and
I don’t think I will be writing
about negative product
issues 20 years from now.
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A properly designed battery bank is key
The greatest advantage an off-grid solar system has over the
grid utility system is its ability to store energy for future use.
When designing a battery bank a cottager needs to consider a
few important questions. They first need to know how much
energy storage capacity is needed for their current and future
use. They need to know where the battery bank should be
located and its design. They must ask how much maintenance
they are prepared to do. And, how often do they want to
replace their batteries.
Budget plays an important role concerning proper battery
bank design, but long-term investment should be made a
priority. Any weak link can cripple a system.
How much storage do I need? A battery bank has a set
maximum amount of energy it can store. When designing
it, a cottager needs to figure out how much energy they will
use each day. Then that number needs to be expanded to
include a time period when sunlight isn’t available to charge
the system, like in the winter or cloudy days, but there is still
sufficient energy to operate appliances. This is called, number
of ‘days of autonomy’ and is generally two to three days.
Some cottagers think that they should just oversize their
battery bank for more available power. But, this can actually
create more problems. This involves another term when

dealing with solar battery sizing, it’s called a battery’s State of
Charge (SOC). The SOC is the amount of remaining energy in a
battery. The lower the SOC is allowed to drop on a continual
basis, the shorter a battery’s lifespan will be. Not only must
charging be considered, but also discharging as power is being
used. A battery bank should not drop below a 60% SOC. The
battery bank should be charged to 100% at least once a week,
or daily if possible because keeping batteries at a discharged
state can decrease their life. Therefore, if the battery bank is
too large, and a solar array cannot properly charge it, money
had been wasted thinking bigger is better. It is better to expand
the array, than increase battery capacity.
Battery types: Nearly all battery banks use a deep-cycle lead
acid battery. This type of battery can handle constant charging
and discharging. These come in two styles — flooded batteries
that require regularly adding distilled water or a sealed valve
regulated lead acid battery that does not require watering.
Which style of battery a cottager wants to use depends on how
much a cottager wants to deal with maintenance.
Sealed batteries need considerably less maintenance, but are
more expensive and generally have a shorter life than equally
sized flooded batteries. They are good for smaller arrays and
lower charge rates as long as they regularly reach and maintain
full charge.
Flooded batteries, along with worrying about water levels, need
to be equalized, which is a controlled overcharging. It should
be done every few months. This process helps to rebalance
cell voltage and improve the health of the batteries by mixing
up the electrolytes, which can stratify over time. It also helps
remove the sulfate from the battery plates. Equalization is
done through either the inverter or charge controller. Sealed
batteries do not need to be equalized.
Battery bank safety: Battery bank design isn’t just about
optimizing the batteries; it’s also about safety. The battery bank
needs to be located in a tempered space. This is a location and
enclosure design that will keep the batteries at a temperature
between 50 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit. Lead-acid batteries lose
capacity, as they get cold. But, at higher temperatures, batteries
will develop a shorter lifespan.

Empowering
Communities
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The batteries should be installed inside an enclosure. It should
be built off the floor and it should be insulated with closed-cell
insulation to help maintain temperature. There should be a
hinged top to easily access the batteries. Keeping the batteries
inside the enclosure will also protect people from shock dangers.
If flooded-style batteries have been used, special consideration
has to be taken for off gassing. It needs to be vented to the
outdoors to dissipate. A vent should be at the top of the
enclosure so they gases vent out. Venting should also include a
vent at the bottom to bring fresh air into the enclosure.
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Successful wood burning
Creating firewood is a labour intensive activity — cutting the tree down,
limbing branches off and splitting the wood into usable pieces. But, the work
doesn’t stop there. To reap the reward of your hard work it is important to
stack your firewood properly.
When it comes to firewood storage keeping the wood dry is one of the biggest
factors. Firewood should be stored in a way that allows moisture in the wood
to evaporate. Wet wood burns less efficiently, produces more smoke and
creosote and it can be hard to burn. Wet wood will also decay and grow mold
and other fungus. One of the most important ingredients in keeping wood dry
is air circulation.
Covering wood with a tarp
Many people cover wood with a tarp or plastic sheeting and cover the whole
pile all the way down to the ground. Covering the whole pile may help keep the
rain off, but it also holds moisture inside. If you cover the wood with a tarp, it is
best to only cover the top of the pile. The edges should be left open. This allows
air to flow under the tarp and through the pile. This way any moisture that gets
inside can evaporate. Without air circulation your wood will dry slowly, if at all.
These stagnant moist conditions can lead to fungus growth and wood decay.
Keep firewood off the ground
If firewood has direct contact with soil, it will absorb moisture from the soil.
The soil will stick to the wood, often in clumps. Where wood and soil makes
contact can develop into a habitat for microorganisms, fungus, insects and
other things that create decaying wood.
If wood is to be stored outdoors, a concrete or asphalt slab is a great surface to
store it on. If this is not available, a tarp on the ground or just about anything
that will separate wood from soil. Even clean gravel is better than soil.
Stacking firewood
Stacking firewood is more than just throwing or dumping it into a heaping
pile. Stacking firewood helps to get the wood off the ground, position it for
better air circulation and can make it easier to cover. Stacking firewood
against a surface like a wall or fence, or another stack of wood inhibits proper
air circulation.
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Stump grinding
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807-464-3602
Kenora, ON

Where to stack firewood
The best location for firewood storage depends on whether the wood is green
or dry. If the wood is green, it is best to leave the wood outside, uncovered
where it will get full sun. Sun and wind will dry wood faster than if the wood is
stored under cover. Even if it gets rained on, that is fine.
If the firewood is already dry, and ready to burn: the best place to store it is
inside a shed, lean-to or other covered areas.
Is my wood dry enough to burn?
Well-seasoned, or ripened, firewood will burn efficiently in the woodstove
or fireplace. It generally has darkened ends with visible cracks or splits. It is
relatively lightweight and makes a sharp, distinctive “clink” or hollow sound
when two pieces strike each other. If in doubt, burn some. Dry wood ignites
and burns easily; wet wood is hard to light and hisses in the fire.
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Working with a professional kitchen designer
What should you expect from a kitchen designer?

Working with a professional kitchen designer can seem
daunting if it’s something you haven’t done before. How do
you select a designer? What do they expect from you? How
much should you be involved? The questions can be endless.
And while each designer has their own style and process, there
are a few basics we’ve outlined for you, including things you
can prepare to ensure the first meeting is a productive one.
What kind of designer do you need?
Many cabinet dealers offer in-house design services, others
partner with interior designers. Depending on a number of
factors including the size of your project and your design
needs, either scenario could work. If you choose to engage
your own interior designer, make sure that they are involved
in the process upfront.
What is the designer’s role in the project?
Depending on what type of designer you select and their
areas of expertise, the responsibilities can vary. Generally
speaking, a designer will provide you a design layout based on
a detailed understanding of your needs, cabinet knowledge
and expertise, and recommendations on door styles, wood
selections and finish treatments. Some designers will
coordinate the entire project, while others will simply offer
trouble-shooting strategies when and if problems arise.
How should you prepare for the first meeting?
Even if you are just beginning to think about renovating your
kitchen, there are things you can do to ensure the first design
meeting is productive. From clipping images you like and
making lists, to measuring the space and outlining a budget,
it’s important to gather materials that will help communicate
your vision to the designer.
Visually communicate your ideas
Even as you begin to dream about your new space, you
can put together a file folder of images that reflect your
lifestyle and your vision for the new space. Photos, magazine
clippings, ads, articles and samples will help the designer to
visually understand your tastes and preferences.
Do some homework about yourself
Assessing your current kitchen over a period of time, both
its positives and negatives, provides your designer with
invaluable information. Likewise, making note of your habits
— buying in bulk, number of weekly trips to the grocery,
recycling, avid cook — is critical to helping them understand
how you live in your kitchen.

68 | COTTAGE GUIDE - spring 2021

Photo: Paige Tuusa, Nelson Architecture Inc.

Imagine yourself in the new space
How will you use your new kitchen? Is it a social gathering
place for family and friends, or an efficient cooking utility?
Honest answers to these types of questions will suggest the
functional capacities you require.
Select your appliances
Surprisingly, appliance selection is a critical first step. An
extra large refrigerator, freestanding freezer and double ovens
can dramatically impact space allocation throughout the
room and providing these preferences to your designer early
is best.
Provide basic measurements
While your kitchen designer will take thorough measurements
before offering you a quote, you should note dimensions of
the room, indicating any doors, windows or hallways that
impact the space, to facilitate your initial discussions.
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Outline your budget
Kitchens come in many shapes and sizes, and range from
simple to luxurious. Sharing an initial budget outline with
your designer tells them a lot about your project and the
parameters they will be working within. When you outline
your budget, be sure to factor in installation costs.
Understanding timelines is a two-way street
Once your designer measures your space, design development
typically takes two to three weeks. Some designers will
request a retainer to initiate work, a fee that serves to confirm
your place as a current client that is often applied to your
order once it is placed. Any scheduling deadlines you may
have should be communicated at this first meeting so it can
be considered as the project timeline is developed.

Custom Residential Design Services
BCIN Number for Building Permits

www.blueprintsdesignandconsultinginc.com

blueprintsdrafting@gmail.com

Providing Service to NW Ontario Since 2009

How the first meeting ends
Your homework is done. Measurements have been taken
and appliances selected — this is a lot to cover in a single
consultation! Often, your designer will suggest meeting a
number of times at the beginning of your relationship in order
to thoroughly understand your vision, preferences and needs.
Be prepared for each meeting and know that it is always
appropriate to ask questions and request samples of door
style, wood and finish details before you place a cabinet order.
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It stands apart. Marked with
the tell-tale crescent moon
on the door and half hidden
behind an overgrown lilac
bush. For some, it is in fact a
place of escape and solitude,
a welcomed reprieve from a
bustling cottage. For others,
the olfactory memories
persist and don’t necessarily
want to be revisited. But
for anyone who has used
an outhouse, the mix of
nostalgia and necessity can’t
be overlooked.
Once a fixture in cottage
country, outhouses are
disappearing faster that
toilet paper during a
pandemic. But they’re still
to be found. Some are even
brand new structures in
provincial parks and remote
wayside stops. And cottagers
who can’t seem to knock
over that long-forgotten
hut might find new life in
something old. With a little
sprucing up, the biffy at the
end of the trail just might
become the best seat in the
house. Plus, an outhouse can
take significant strain off the
cottage’s waterworks system
on busy days.

Rebuild it right
Outhouses fall under the
jurisdiction of the Ontario
Building Code. They’re
referred to as earth pit

privies under the Class 1
sewage system section.
Keep in mind that most
municipalities have their
own rules when it comes to
new or existing outhouses. If
you’re good to go, follow the
rules that include keeping the
bottom of the privy 90 cm
above the high groundwater
table and surrounding the pit
with 60 cm of soil or leaching
bed fill. The sides also need
to be reinforced to prevent
collapse. And one of the
very best things you can do
for the comfort of yourself
and guests is to add a vent
behind the seat that runs up
and through the roof. This
little tube was missing from
the older generation of biffies
and makes a huge difference.

Seats of style

Ode to the Outhouse
The one place you can get away from it all
at the cottage
by Shel Zolkewich

A place of quiet and solitude,
While seeking some relief.
You’d feel a great accomplishment,
Though your stay was always brief.
Paul Beret, 1939-2013
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It’s time to let your creativity
soar when it comes to
outfitting your outhouse.
The small space makes it the
perfect canvas for trying out
those ideas that might be a
little intimidating in the main
cottage. For starters, hook up
a solar panel and add some
lighting whether it’s a wallmounted sconce or a string
of patio lights. And now that
you have power, put that
discarded digital audio player
to good use with a little
mood music. Heck, go all out

SERVICES – SEPTIC

and add an aromatherapy
diffuser to the space for that
spa touch. Laminate flooring,
a wraparound wallpaper
mural, small mirror and
magazine rack might also
be nice touches. And don’t
overlook a comfortable toilet
seat and matching paper
holder.

The small space
makes it the perfect
canvas for trying out
The moon and stars
those ideas that might
There’s nothing more iconic
be a little intimdating on an outhouse than that
in the main cottage. crescent moon cut out on

the door. While documented
proof of its origin is thin
at best, history tell us that
before the 1800s, doors
on men’s privies carried a
sun or star while women’s
had the crescent moon.
“With the crescent moon
signifying Luna or Goddess

BELL’S SEPTIC
PumPout and Vacuum SerViceS
SePtic tankS, holding tankS, PriVyS
cottageS . reSidential . commercial
For land
SerVice

807-468-7251

www.bellskenora.com

kensep@kmts.ca

Diana it became known as a
feminine symbol, therefore
welcoming womenfolk,”
writes Linda Bollinger in her
book Outhouses. Over time,
since the men’s outhouses
weren’t as well kept, they fell
into disrepair and outhouses
became unisex, with the
moon on the door.

The workaround
If outhouses are a no-no in
your jurisdiction, there’s still
an option. Scott Sutyla of
Boreal Shores Log Structures
of Elma, MB builds plenty
of stand-alone washrooms
(and shower rooms too) that
are installed directly over
a holding tank that can be
pumped out. They still have
the look, feel and privacy of
an outhouse.

“They’re popular at the
lake because usually the
cabin has one washroom
and sometimes there are
12 people visiting for the
weekend,” he said.

Minor maintenance
Your outhouse likely needs
less attention than an
indoor bathroom. Check
the perimeter for signs of
burrowing critters and seal
any gaps in the walls. That
vent pipe will do a good
job of whisking away odors
so check to make sure it’s
not blocked with debris.
Encourage your guests to
add a small scoop of lime
or wood ashes after each
use to help keep insects
down and help speed along
decomposition.

LOTW SEPTIC BARGE
SePtic tank, holding tank
outhouSe PumPoutS
For iSland ProPerty on lotW
For lake
SerVice

807-464-3468

www.septicbarge.com

septicbarge@gmail.com
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CONSTRUCTION – BUILDING
Black Fox Construction

807-407-9983

bscurf@mymts.net

76

Custom Drilling

807-466-3613

customdrilling@kmts.ca

4

Custom Woodworking Company

807-543-1933

mjktimber@gmail.com

37

DTL Carpentry

204-979-4055

doug@dtlcarpentry.ca

31

Jarnel Contracting Ltd.

807-547-3116

info@jarnel.ca

37

Laclu Homes and Cottages

807-407-2344

kelly.minaki@gmail.com

11

Lake of the Woods Timberworks

807-543-1817

lotwtimberworksinc@gmail.com

Lakeside Builders Limited

807-466-7575

aw_lakesidebuilders@hotmail.com

Lumber One

204-349-2294

info@lumberone.ca

North Country Builders

807-466-2654

northcountrybuildersinc@gmail.com

37

Schwartz Brothers Contracting

807-407-0034

jeremy@schwartzbroscontracting.ca

37

Shaun Stevenson Construction

807-407-1631

ssclotw@gmail.com

30

Sierra Construction

807-548-5038

info@sierra-construction.ca

34

Solid Construction Inc.

807-466-1111

www.solidconstruction.ca

13

Vanz Inc. Carpentry & Consulting

807-467-1833

cvanz1833@gmail.com

35

Custom Drilling

807-466-3613

customdrilling@kmts.ca

5

Docks and Lifts Unlimited Inc.

807-547-4444

info@docksandlifts.ca

43

DTL Carpentry

204-979-4055

doug@dtlcarpentry.ca

29

Jarnel Contracting Ltd.

807-547-3116

info@jarnel.ca

55

7
33
23,42

Construction – Docks / Drilling

Construction – DRYWALL / INSULATION / PAINTING
Riteway Decorators

807-466-3251

islander1@hotmail.ca

45

SubZero Insulation

807-467-1944

subzeroinsulation@gmail.com

45

Tri-Star Drywall

807-464-0731

tristardrywall@outlook.com

45

Hendrickson Brick & Stone

807-468-7767

cghendrickson@shaw.ca

15

Kenora Masonry Services

807-548-1758

kenoramasonry@gmail.com

75

Three Lions Masonry

807-464-3587

seancodea@hotmail.com

Last Time Roofing

807-407-0034

jeremy@schwartzbroscontracting.ca

47

Oakwood Roofing

807-547-3884

www.oakwoodroofing.com

47

REMR Roofing

807-548-2811

info@remrroofing

49

Construction – Masonry

3

Construction – ROOFING
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SERVICE DIRECTORY - SPRING 2021

(cont’d)

Construction – WINDOWS / DOORS
Lake of the Woods Timberworks
807-467-1742
Tyrrells Auto Glass
807-468-8887
Window and Door Store
807-547-0302

lotwtimberworksinc@gmail.com
tyrrells@kmts.ca
info@windowdoor.net

51
51
51

Mechanical – Electrical
Bob’s Electric
Bowman Electric
Lake Country Electric
North Shore Power
Robinson Lighting
Shield (Haney/Northern Energy)

807-468-5915
807-468-8813
807-465-4747
807-407-4076
204-784-0099
807-467-2665

rbrignall@yahoo.ca
info@bowmanelectric.com
ryan@lakecountryelectric.ca
jordancharlebois@live.ca
www.robinsonlightingcentre.com
info@shield.ca

53
53
55
55
59
57

Mechanical – Plumbing / Heating
807 Refrigeration & Mechanical
AK & Company
Bishop Plumbing and Heating
Garfield’s Plumbing and Heating
Heat-Line®
Kipper Mechanical Ltd.

807-219-9001
807-543-2493
807-548-1339
807-407-5610
800-584-4944
807-548-5762

807refrigeration@gmail.com
info@akcompany.ca
ryanbishopplumbing@gmail.com
garfield@garfieldshvac.com
laura@heatline.com
kippermechanical@bellnet.ca

65
63
61
19,61
65
63

Services – Architecture
Blueprints Design & Consulting Inc.
Nelson Architecture Inc.

807-465-4178
807-468-9442

blueprintsdrafting@gmail.com
david@nelsonarchitecture.com

69
69

Services – BOAT REPAIR
LOW Mobile Marine

807-543-4246

kencavanaugh@bellnet.ca

15

Services – BOOKKEEPING / FINANCIAL SERVICES
Shari Laine Mills Financial Services
807-407-4161

shari@sharilainemills.com

25

Services – CRANE
Jarnel Contracting Ltd.

807-547-3116

info@jarnel.ca

37

Services – FREIGHT/BARGING
LOTW Freight Service Ltd.

807-468-6375

lotwfreight@outlook.com

19

Services – LANDSCAPING / road construction / SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Custom Drilling
807-466-3613
customdrilling@kmts.ca
DeSmit & Son Contracting Inc.
807-468-4830
dandesmit77@gmail.com
Triple Crown Industries
807-219-1191			

4
19
15
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SERVICE DIRECTORY - SPRING 2021

(cont’d)

Services – LAUNDRY / CLEANERS
Pur Plus Cleaners

807-548-7680			

38

Services – Real Estate
Cabin Country Realty
Shelley Torrie Realty
Del Burton - Remax

807-407-3541
807-547-4020
807-466-7399

info@cabincountry.com
storrie@kenora-realestate.com
dburton.remax@shaw.ca

2
5
15

Services – RENTALS
Bestway / Solid City Equipment

807-548-4131

tim@bestwayrentals.ca

39

Services – SEPTIC PUMPING / Waste Management
Bell’s Septic
807-468-7251
Lake of the Woods Septic Barge
807-464-3468
Northern Waste & Hauling
807-548-5038

kensep@kmts.ca
septicbarge@gmail.com
info@sierra-contruction.ca

71
71
34

Services – SOLAR
Raysolar

807-548-7297

info@raysolar.ca

66

Services – TREE REMOVAL
United Tree Service

807-464-3602

utdtreeservice@gmail.com

67

Products – LIGHTING / BBQs / ART & MUSEUM / AUTO GLASS / FIREWOOD
Lake of the Woods Timberworks
807-543-1817
lotwtimberworksinc@gmail.com
Robinson Lighting
204-784-0099
www.robinsonlightingcentre.com
Smoke & Fire
807-467-3338
info@smokefire.ca
The Muse (Museum/Art Centre)
807-467-2105
themusekenora.ca
Tyrrells Auto Glass
807-468-8887
tyrrells@kmts.ca

— Our website —
completely redesigned and
relaunched in mid June!
Easier access to the online edition of the
Cottage Guide — more articles and information on
cottaging in the Lake of the Woods region.

www.lOwcOttageguide.cOm
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15
59
18
29
51

Lake Work
CoMMerCIaL Work
ruMford fIrepLaCes
pIzza ovens
restoratIon
BrICk
tILe
CuLtured stone
free estIMates

Cell 807-466-8789

807-548-1758

kenoramasonry@gmail.Com

DOUGLAS FAMILY ART CENTRE, KENORA

naturaL stone

Building Dreams
Whether you are building for your today or their tomorrow,
we can make your dreams come true.
Call (807) 407-9983 or visit blackfoxconstruction.com
Beautiful Inside and Out. Kenora’s Quality builder.

