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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 CLC 8am and 11am 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty (ELW 533) 

The time of gathering song may be brief or extended, and may include 

one or more of the following: hymns, psalms; a Kyrie; a canticle of 

praise. 

 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 

Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty 

waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, 

filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 

come thou also unto me; 

where we find thee and adore thee, 

there a heav'n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou, 

let it be thy temple now! 

 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 

let thy will be done indeed; 

may I undisturbed draw near thee 

while thou dost thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

here is balm for all our woes. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, 

and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the 

sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, 

and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the 

book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, 

whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant 

does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 
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A reading from Isaiah. 

 

 4The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 116:1-9 

 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 

 2for the LORD has given ear to me 

  whenever I called. 

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon 

me; 

  I came to grief and sorrow. 

 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 

  “O LORD, I pray you, save my life.” 

 5Gracious is the | LORD and righteous; 

  our God is full of compassion. 

 6The LORD watches over the innocent; 

  I was brought low, and God saved me. 

 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 

  for the LORD has dealt well with you. 

 8For you have rescued my life from death, 

  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 

 9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 

  in the land of the living.  
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SECOND READING: James 3:1-12 

This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the 

way we speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our 

speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith. 

 

A reading from James. 
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for 

you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For 

all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 

speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 
3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide 

their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it 

takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 

rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 

small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  

 

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a 

fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it 

stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on 

fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 

creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but 

no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With 

it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made 

in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and 

cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring 

pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a 

fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No 

more can salt water yield fresh. 

The word of the Lord. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 

 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first 

human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but 

he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. 

Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting 

discipleship and the cross. 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; 

and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still 

others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that 

I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly 

ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 

  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 

great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this 

quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  
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33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 

“Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 

want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 

gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole 

world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for 

their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Church's One Foundation (ELW 654) 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

1 The church's one foundation 

is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation 

by water and the word. 

From heav'n he came and sought her 

to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 

and for her life he died. 
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2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 

yet one o'er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation 

one Lord, one faith, one birth: 

one holy name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, 

with ev'ry grace endued. 

 

3 Though with a scornful wonder 

 this world sees her oppressed, 

 by schisms rent asunder, 

 by heresies distressed, 

 yet saints their watch are keeping; 

 their cry goes up: "How long?" 

 And soon the night of weeping 

 shall be the morn of song. 
 

4 Through toil and tribulation 

 and tumult of her war, 

 she waits the consummation 

 of peace forevermore; 

 till with the vision glorious 

 her longing eyes are blest, 

 and the great church victorious 

 shall be the church at rest. 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union 

 with God, the Three in One, 

 and mystic sweet communion 

 with those whose rest is won. 

 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 

 Lord, save us by your grace, 

 that we, like saints before us, 

 may see you face to face. 
  
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 
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APOSTLES' CREED 

The Nicene Creed or the Apostles’ Creed may be spoken. The Nicene 

Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival 

days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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LITURGY OF HEALING 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly with these words.  

Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers, I invite you to stand and 

receive a sign of healing and wholeness in the name of the triune God.  

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands may stand in place. The 

minister blesses them one at a time. The minister may also make the sign 

of the cross.  

Name ___________________, in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the 

healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  

Receive this sign of the ☩ cross as a symbol of forgiveness and healing 

in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The assembly stands, and the presiding minister continues.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. Living God, through the laying on of hands 

and anointing, grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of 

healing. When they are afraid, give them courage; when afflicted, give 

them patience; when dejected, give them hope; and when alone, assure 

them of the support of your holy people. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, 

water and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where 

your presence is experienced and shared. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 
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Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new 

creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and 

other disasters. We pray for the East and West Coasts of the United 

States, for Haiti and Mexico. Restore forests and reefs and curb 

overflowing waters. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to 

the oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice in these 

United States and around the world. Amplify voices that go unheard and 

inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide 

for all who are in danger. Sustain first responders and hospital staff, that 

they help meet the complex needs of others. Provide care and 

compassion as they face trauma themselves. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Healing God, we are weighed down with sickness and death, grief and 

loss.  In these often heart-breaking times be with us and all those whom 

we name in our hearts and whose names we now speak aloud …. 

E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal 

life, that in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage 

one another. Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in 

working together. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of 

life. We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace, 

especially those who died on 9/11. E ka Haku. 

Aloha ke Akua. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE AND ALOHA 

Aloha nui e ‘oukou.  

‘O ke aloha o ka Haku  

e mau ana me ‘oukou  

apau loa.  

 

Friends and neighbors, sisters and brothers, the peace of Christ be with 

you always.  

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care 

of those in need. Mahalo nui loa to everyone is who able to continue 

with their offerings.  

You may send checks via USPS mail or go to our “Donate” button at 

www.clcmililani.org and make your offering via Tithe.ly or PayPal.  

Mahalo to Thrivent members making offerings via Simply Giving.  

And also to those who are using www.smile.amazon.com! 

http://www.clcmililani.org/
http://www.smile.amazon.com/


16 

 

 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

As the table is prepared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open 

your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may 

come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Na Makana a ke Akua no ka Po‘e a ke Akua 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

E komo mai, e kipa mai. 

Come, all is ready. You are welcome. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG - THE QUEEN'S PRAYER 

O kou aloha no A ia I ka lani  

A o kou oia io He hemolele hoi. Amene. 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

As the table is cleared, the assisting minister leads in prayer.  

E pule, Kakou. Let us pray. 

A brief silence 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for 

sustaining us with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, 

enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and more we will give 

you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 
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The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 

 

Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain 

 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain 

 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
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DISMISSAL 

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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